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CHAPTER EIGHTY-FIVE

Lord Krsna Instructs Vasudeva and
Retrieves Devaki’s Sons

This chapter relates how Lord Krsna imparted divine knowledge to His father and,

along with Lord Balarama, retrieved His mother’s dead sons.

Having heard the visiting sages glorify Krsna, Vasudeva ceased to regard Him and
Balarama as his sons and began praising Their omnipotence, omnipresence and
omniscience as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. After glorifying his sons,
Vasudeva fell at Lord Krsna’s lotus feet and begged Him to drive away the
conception that the Lord was his son. Instead, Lord Krsna restored that conception
by instructing Vasudeva in the science of Godhead, and upon hearing these

instructions, Vasudeva became peaceful and free of doubt.

Then Mother Devaki praised Krsna and Balarama, reminding Them how They had
retrieved the dead son of Their spiritual master. She said, “Please fulfill my desire in
the same way. Please bring back my sons who were killed by Kamsa so I may see
them once again.” Entreated in this way by Their mother, the two Lords went to the
subterranean planet of Sutala, where They approached Bali Maharaja. King Bali
greeted Them respectfully, offering Them seats of honor, worshiping Them and
reciting prayers. Krsna and Balarama then requested Bali to return Devaki’s dead
sons. The Lords received the boys from Bali and returned them to Devaki who felt
such a surge of affection for them that milk began spontaneously flowing from her
breasts. Overjoyed, Devaki fed the children her breastmilk, and by drinking the
remnants of milk once drunk by Lord Krsna Himself, they regained their original

forms as demigods and went back to heaven.
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sri-badardayanir uvaca
athaikadatmajau praptau

krta-padabhivandanau
vasudevo ’bhinandydha

pritya sankarsandcyutau

Synonyms

sri-badarayanih uvaca — Sri Badarayani (Sukadeva Gosvami) said; atha — then;

ekada — one day; atmajau — his two sons; praptau — came to him; krta — having
done; pada — of his feet; abhivandanau — honoring; vasudevah — Vasudeva;
abhinandya — greeting Them; aha — said; prityd — affectionately; sarikarsana-

acyutau — to Balarama and Krsna.

Translation
Sri Badarayani said: One day the two sons of Vasudeva — Sankarsana and
Acyuta — came to pay him respects, bowing down at his feet. Vasudeva

greeted Them with great affection and spoke to Them.

SB 10.85.2

T 9 a9 et R AgEe |
deiarfafasar: aRyTSIT=IYSd 11 2 |

muninam sa vacah Srutva
putrayor dhama-siicakam
tad-viryair jata-visrambhah

paribhasyabhyabhasata

Synonyms
muninam — of the sages; sah — he; vacah — the words; srutvda — having heard,;
putrayoh — of his two sons; dhama — the power; siicakam — which referred to; tat
— Their; viryaih — because of the valorous deeds; jata — having developed;

visrambhah — conviction; paribhasya — addressing Them by name; abhyabhdsata —
he told Them.

Translation


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Br%C4%AB
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abhyabh%C4%81%E1%B9%A3ata
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=visrambha%E1%B8%A5
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=s%C5%ABcakam
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Brutv%C4%81
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sa%E1%B9%85kar%E1%B9%A3a%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pr%C4%ABty%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81ha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abhinandya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vasudeva%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abhivandanau
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=p%C4%81da
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9Bta
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pr%C4%81ptau
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81tmajau
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ekad%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=atha
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Having heard the great sages’ words concerning the power of his two sons,
and having seen Their valorous deeds, Vasudeva became convinced of Their

divinity. Thus, addressing Them by name, he spoke to Them as follows.
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krsna krsna maha-yogin
sarikkarsana sandtana
jane vam asya yat saksat

pradhana-purusau parau

Synonyms
krsna krsna — O Krsna, Krsna; mahd-yogin — O greatest yogi; sarikarsana — O
Balarama; sandtana — eternal; jane — I know; vam — You two; asya — of this
(universe); yat — which; saksat — directly; pradhana — the creative principle of

nature; purusau — and the creating Personality of Godhead; parau — supreme.

Translation

[Vasudeva said:] O Krsna, Krsna, best of yogis, O eternal Sankarsana! I know
that You two are personally the source of universal creation and the

ingredients of creation as well.

Purport
As taught in the Sankhya doctrine of Lord Kapiladeva, pradhana is the creative
energy of the purusa, the Supreme Person. Thus, of these two principles, the
pradhana is the predominated energy, female, incapable of independent action,
while the purusa is the absolutely independent, primeval creator and enjoyer.
Neither Krsna nor His brother Balarama belong to the category of subordinate
energy; rather, both of Them together are the original purusa, who is always joined

by His manifold potencies of pleasure, knowledge and creative emanation.
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yatra yena yato yasya
yasmai yad yad yathd yada
syad idam bhagavan saksat

pradhana-purusesvarah

Synonyms
yatra — in which; yena — by which; yatah — from which; yasya — of which; yasmai
— unto which; yat yat — whatever; yathda — however; yada — whenever; syat —
comes into existence; idam — this (creation); bhagavan — the Supreme Lord; saksat

— in His personal presence; pradhana-purusa — of nature and its creator (Maha-

Visnu); i§varah — the predominator.

Translation
You are the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who manifest as the Lord of both
nature and the creator of nature [Maha-Visnu] . Everything that comes into
existence, however and whenever it does so, is created within You, by You,

from You, for You and in relation to You.

Purport
To casual observers the known world appears to be produced by many different
agents. A good indication of this conception is language itself, which traditional
Sanskrit grammarians explain as reflecting the visible diversity of nature. In the
standard Sanskrit grammar taught by the sage Panini, the verb, expressing action, is
taken to be the essential core of a sentence, and all the other words function in
relation to it. Nouns, for example, are put into any of several cases to show their
particular relationship to the verb in a sentence. These relationships of noun to verb
are called karakas, namely the relations of subject (kartd, “who does”), object
(karma, “what is done”), instrument (karana, “by which”), recipient (sampradana,
“for or toward which”), source (apadana, “from or because of which”) and location
(adhikarana, “in which”). Apart from these karakas, nouns may also sometimes point
to other nouns in a possessive sense, and there are also various kinds of adverbs of

time, place and manner. But although language thus seems to indicate the activity of
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many separate agents in the manifest creation, the deeper truth is that all
grammatical forms refer first of all to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In this
verse Vasudeva makes this point by glorifying his two exalted sons in terms of the

different grammatical forms.
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etan nand-vidham visvam
atma-srstam adhoksaja
atmananupravisyatman

prano jivo bibharsy aja

Synonyms
etat — this; nana-vidham — variegated; viSvam — universe; dtma — from Yourself;
srstam — created; adhoksaja — O transcendental Lord; atmand — in Your
manifestation (as the Paramatma); anupravi§ya — entering within; atman — O
Supreme Soul; pranah — the principle of vitality; jivah — and the principle of

consciousness; bibharsi — You maintain; gja — O unborn one.

Translation

O transcendental Lord, from Yourself You created this entire variegated
universe, and then You entered within it in Your personal form as the
Supersoul. In this way, O unborn Supreme Soul, as the life force and

consciousness of everyone, You maintain the creation.

Purport
When creating the material universe, the Lord expands Himself as the Paramatma, or
Supersoul, and accepts the creation as His universal body. No material body has any
reason for existing without some jiva soul desiring it for his enjoyment, and no jiva
can independently maintain a body without the Paramatma accompanying him there
for guidance. The Vaisnava dacaryas, in their commentaries on the Second Canto of
Srimad Bhagavatam, explain that even before Brahma is born from the lotus navel of

Garbhodakasayi Visnu, he first accepts the whole material energy, the mahat-tattva,


https://vedabase.io/en/library/sb/
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=aja
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bibhar%E1%B9%A3i
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as his body. Thus Brahma is the jiva embodied by the universe, and Visnu is the
Paramatma who joins him. Brahma must organize the specific manifestations of
creation, but he cannot begin to do so until Lord Visnu expands Himself again into
the subtle energy of action — which is the siitra-tattva, or original vital air — and

also into the creative energy of consciousness, buddhi-tattva.

SB 10.85.6
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prandadinam visva-srjam
Saktayo yah parasya tah
paratantryad vaisadrsyad

dvayos cestaiva cestatam

Synonyms
prana — of the life air; adinam — and so on; yiSva — of the universe; srjam — the
creative factors; saktayah — potencies; yah — which; parasya — belonging to the
Supreme; tah — they; paratantryat — because of being dependent; vaisadrsyat —
because of being different; dvayoh — of both (living and nonliving manifestations in
the material world); cesta — the activity; eva — merely; cestatam — of those entities

(namely, prana and so on) that are active.

Translation

Whatever potencies the life air and other elements of universal creation
exhibit are actually all personal energies of the Supreme Lord, for both life and
matter are subordinate to Him and dependent on Him, and also different from
one another. Thus everything active in the material world is set into motion by

the Supreme Lord.

Purport
Prana is the vital air of life, a more subtle element than the ordinary air we can
touch. And because prana is so subtle — finer than the tangible manifestations of
creation — it is sometimes considered the ultimate source of everything. But even

subtle energies such as prana depend for their functional capacity on the supremely


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ce%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%ADat%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=eva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ce%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%AD%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dvayo%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vais%C4%81d%E1%B9%9B%C5%9By%C4%81t
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=p%C4%81ratantry%C4%81t
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=t%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=parasya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=y%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Baktaya%E1%B8%A5
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81d%C4%ABn%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pr%C4%81%E1%B9%87a
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subtle Paramatma. That is the idea Vasudeva expresses here by the word
paratantryat, “because of dependence.” Just as the velocity of an arrow is derived
from the strength of the bowman who shoots it, so all subordinate energies depend

on the power of the Supreme Lord.

Furthermore, even when various subtle causes have been empowered with their
capacity to act, they cannot act in concert without the Supersoul’s coordinating
direction. As Lord Brahma states in his description of creation in the Second Canto of

Srimad-Bhagavatam:

yadaite ’sanigata bhava
bhiitendriya-mano-gunah
yaddyatana-nirmane

na Sekur brahma-vittama

tada samhatya canyonyam
bhagavac-chakti-coditah
sad-asattvam upadaya

cobhayam sasrjur hy adah

“O Narada, best of the transcendentalists, the forms of the body cannot manifest as
long as these created parts, namely the elements, senses, mind and modes of nature,
are not assembled. Thus when all these became assembled by the force of the energy
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, this universe certainly came into being by

accepting both the primary and secondary causes of creation.” (Bhag. 2.5.32-33)

SB 10.85.7
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kantis tejah prabha satta

candragny-arkarksa-vidyutam
yat sthairyam bhii-bhrtam bhiimer
vrttir gandho ’rthato bhavan

Synonyms


https://vedabase.io/en/library/sb/2/5/32/
https://vedabase.io/en/library/sb/
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kantih — the attractive glow; tejah — brilliance; prabha — luminosity; satta — and

particular existence; candra — of the moon; agni — fire; arka — the sun; rksa — the
stars; yidyutam — and lightning; yat — which; sthairyam — permanence; bhi-bhrtam
— of mountains; bhiimeh — of the earth; yrttih — the quality of sustaining; gandhah

— fragrance; arthatah — in truth; bhavan — Yourself.

Translation

The glow of the moon, the brilliance of fire, the radiance of the sun, the
twinkling of the stars, the flash of lightning, the permanence of mountains and

the aroma and sustaining power of the earth — all these are actually You.

Purport
Sri Vasudeva, in telling Krsna that He is the essence of the sun, moon, stars,
lightning and fire, is only reiterating the opinion of scripture, both sruti and smrti.

The Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.14), for example, states:

na tatra siiryo bhati na candra-tarakam
nema vidyuto bhanti kuto ’yam agnih
tam eva bhantam anu bhati sarvam

tasya bhasa sarvam idam vibhati

“There [in the spiritual sky] the sun does not shine, nor does the moon, the stars or
lightning as we know them, what to speak of ordinary fire. It is by the reflection of
the spiritual sky’s effulgence that everything else gives light, and thus through its
radiance this entire universe becomes luminous.” And in Srimad Bhagavad-gita

(15.12), the Supreme Lord says:

yad aditya-gatam tejo
jagad bhasayate ’khilam
yac candramasi yac cagnau

tat tejo viddhi mamakam

“The splendor of the sun, which dissipates the darkness of this whole world, comes

”

from Me. And the splendor of the moon and the splendor of fire also come from Me.

SB 10.85.8
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tarpanam prananam apam
deva tvam tas ca tad-rasah
ojah saho balam cesta

gatir vayos tavesvara

Synonyms
tarpanam — the capacity to generate satisfaction; prananam — the giving of life;
apam — of water; deva — O Lord; tvam — You, tah — (water) itself; ca — and; tat —
of it (water); rasah — the taste; ojah — bodily warmth and vitality, due to strength
of the vital air; sahah — mental strength; balam — and physical strength; cestd —
endeavor; gatih — and movement; vayoh — of air; tava — Your; i§vara — O supreme

controller.

Translation
My Lord, You are water, and also its taste and and its capacities to quench
thirst and sustain life. You exhibit Your potencies through the manifestations
of the air as bodily warmth, vitality, mental power, physical strength,

endeavor and movement.

SB 10.85.9
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disam tvam avakaso ’si
disah kham sphota asrayah
nado varnas tvam omkara
akrtinam prthak-krtih

Synonyms
disam — of the directions; tvam — You; avakasah — the power to accommodate; asi
— are; disah — the directions; kham — the ether; sphotah — elemental sound;
asrayah — having (ether) as its basis; nddah — sound in its form of unmanifest

vibration; varnah — the primeval syllable; tvam — You; omkarah — om; akrtinam —
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of particular forms; prthak-krtih — the cause of differentiation (namely, manifest

language).

Translation
You are the directions and their accommodating capacity, the all-pervading
ether and the elemental sound residing within it. You are the primeval,
unmanifested form of sound; the first syllable, om; and audible speech, by

which sound, as words, acquires particular references.

Purport
In accordance with the general process of creation, speech always becomes audible
in stages, which proceed from subtle inner impulse to outward expression. These
stages are mentioned in the mantras of the Rg Veda (1.164.45):
catvari vak-parimita padani
tani vidur brahmana ye manisinah
guhdyam trini nihitani nenigayanti
turiyam vaco manusya vadanti

“Discriminating brahmanas know of four progressive stages of language. Three of

these remain hidden within the heart as imperceptible vibrations, while the fourth

stage is what people ordinarily understand as speech.”
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indriyam tv indriyanam tvam
devas ca tad-anugrahah
avabodho bhavan buddher

jivasyanusmrtih sati
Synonyms
indriyam — the power to illuminate their objects; tu — and; indriyanam — of the

senses; tvam — You; devah — the demigods (who regulate the various senses); ca —

and; tat — of them (the demigods); anugrahah — the mercy (by which one’s senses
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can act); avabodhah — the power of decision; bhavan — You; buddheh — of
intelligence; jivasya — of the living entity; anusmrtih — the power of recollection;

sati — correct.

Translation

You are the power of the senses to reveal their objects, the senses’ presiding
demigods, and the sanction these demigods give for sensory activity. You are
the capacity of the intelligence for decision-making, and the living being’s

ability to remember things accurately.

Purport
Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti points out that whenever one of the material senses is
involved with its object, the presiding demigod of that particular sense organ must
give his sanction. Acarya Vi$vanatha Cakravarti explains the word anusmrti in this

verse in its higher sense, as one’s recognition of himself as an eternal spirit soul.

SB 10.85.11
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bhiitanam asi bhitadir

indriyanam ca taijasah

vaikariko vikalpanam

pradhanam anusayinam
Synonyms

bhiitanam — of the physical elements; asi — You are; bhiita-adih — their source, false
ego in the mode of ignorance; indriyanam — of the senses; ca — and; taijasah — false
ego in the mode of passion; vaikarikah — false ego in the mode of goodness;

vikalpanam — of the creative demigods; pradhanam — the unmanifest, total material
energy; anusayinam — underlying.

Translation

You are false ego in the mode of ignorance, which is the source of the physical

elements; false ego in the mode of passion, which is the source of the bodily
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senses; false ego in the mode of goodness, which is the source of the demigods;

and the unmanifest, total material energy, which underlies everything.

SB 10.85.12
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nasvaresy itha bhavesu
tad asi tvam anasvaram
yatha dravya-vikaresu

dravya-matram nirtpitam
Synonyms
nasvaresu — subject to destruction; tha — in this world; bhdvesu — among entities;

tat — that; asi — are; tyam — You; anasvaram — the indestructible; yatha — just as;

dravya — of a substance; vikaresu — among the transformations; dravya-matram —

the substance itself; niriipitam — ascertained.

Translation

You are the one indestructible entity among all the destructible things of this
world, like the underlying substance that is seen to remain unchanged while

the things made from it undergo transformations.

SB 10.85.13
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sattvam rajas tama iti

gunas tad-vrttayas ca yah
tvayy addha brahmani pare
kalpita yoga-mayaya
Synonyms

sattvam rajah tamah iti — known as goodness, passion and ignorance; gunah — the

modes of material nature; tat — their; yrttayah — functions; ca — and; yah — which;

tvayi — within You; addhah — manifestly; brahmani — within the Absolute Truth;
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pare — supreme; kalpitah — arranged; yoga-mayaya — by Yoga-maya (the internal

potency of the Supreme Lord that facilitates His pastimes).

Translation
The modes of material nature — namely goodness, passion and ignorance —
together with all their functions, become directly manifest within You, the

Supreme Absolute Truth, by the arrangement of Your Yoga-maya.

Purport
Vasudeva’s description of how the Supreme Lord expands Himself into the products
of the three material modes may possibly be misunderstood to imply that He is
touched by the modes, or even that He is subject to destruction. To negate these
misunderstandings, Vasudeva states here that the three modes and their products
function by the arrangement of the Lord’s creative energy, Yoga-maya, who is
always completely under His control. Thus the Lord is never tainted in the least by

any material contact.

SB 10.85.14
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tasman na santy ami bhava

yarhi tvayi vikalpitah
tvam camisu vikaresu

hy anyadavyavaharikah

Synonyms
tasmat — therefore; na — not; santi — exist; ami — these; bhavah — entities; yarhi —
when; tvayi — within You; vikalpitah — arranged; tvam — You; ca — also; amisu —
within these; vikaresu — products of creation; hi — indeed; anyada — at any other

time; avyavaharikah — nonmaterial.

Translation

Thus these created entities, transformations of material nature, do not exist

except when material nature manifests them within You, at which time You
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also manifest within them. But aside from such periods of creation, You stand

alone as the transcendental reality.

Purport
When the universe is wound up at the time of its periodic annihilation, all the inert
objects and bodies of living beings that hitherto were manifested by the Lord’s Maya
become disconnected from His sight. Then, since He maintains no association with
them during the period of universal dissolution, they in fact no longer exist. In other
words, material manifestations have real, functioning existence only when the Lord
turns His attention to the creation and maintenance of the material cosmos. The
Lord is never “within” these objects in any material sense, but He does mercifully
pervade them all as the impersonal Brahman, and as the Paramatma He enters
within every atom and also accompanies the jiva souls in their individual

embodiments. As the Lord describes in His own words in the verses of Bhagavad-gita

(9.4-5):

maya tatam idam sarvam
jagad avyakta-mirtina
mat-sthani sarva-bhiitani

na caham tesv avasthitah

na ca mat-sthani bhiitani
pasya me yogam aisvaram
bhiita-bhrn na ca bhiita-stho

mamatma bhiita-bhavanah

“By Me, in My unmanifest form, this entire universe is pervaded. All beings are in
Me, but I am not in them. And yet everything that is created does not rest in Me.
Behold My mystic opulence! Although I am the maintainer of all living entities and
although I am everywhere, I am not part of this cosmic manifestation, for My Self is

the very source of creation.”

SB 10.85.15
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guna-pravaha etasminn
abudhas tv akhilatmanah
gatim sitksmam abodhena

samsarantiha karmabhih

Synonyms
guna — of the material modes; pravahe — in the flow; etasmin — this; abudhah —
those who are ignorant; tu — but; akhila — of everything; atmanah — of the Soul,;
gatim — the destination; sitksmam — sublime; abodhena — because of their lack of
understanding; samsaranti — they move through the cycle of birth and death; itha —

in this world; karmabhih — forced by their material activities.

Translation
They are truly ignorant who, while imprisoned within the ceaseless flow of
this world’s material qualities, fail to know You, the Supreme Soul of all that
be, as their ultimate, sublime destination. Because of their ignorance, the
entanglement of material work forces such souls to wander in the cycle of

birth and death.

Purport
A soul who forgets his true identity as a servant of God is sent to this world to be
imprisoned in a succession of material bodies. Wrongly identifying himself with
these bodies, such a conditioned soul suffers the consequent distress of karmic action
and reaction. Vasudeva, as a compassionate Vaisnava, laments for the suffering
conditioned souls, whose unhappiness, the result of ignorance, can be remedied by

knowledge of the principles of devotional service to Lord Krsna.

SB 10.85.16
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yadrcchaya nrtam prapya
su-kalpam iha durlabham
svarthe pramattasya vayo

gatam tvan-mayayesvara
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Synonyms
yadrcchaya — somehow or other; nrtdm — human status; prapya — obtaining; su-
kalpam — fit; iha — in this life; durlabham — difficult to achieve; sva — his own;
arthe — about the welfare; pramattasya — of one who is confused; vayah — the span
of life; gatam — spent; tvat — Your; mayaya — by the illusory energy; iSvara — O
Lord.

Translation
By good fortune a soul may obtain a healthy human life — an opportunity
rarely achieved. But if he is nonetheless deluded about what is best for him, O

Lord, Your illusory Maya will cause him to waste his entire life.

SB 10.85.17
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asav aham mamaivaite
dehe casyanvayadisu
sneha-pasair nibadhnati

bhavan sarvam idam jagat

Synonyms
asau — this; aham — I; mama — mine; eva — indeed; ete — these; dehe — in
connection with one’s body; ca — and; asya — of it; anvaya-adisu — and in
connection with progeny and other related things; sneha — of affection; pasaih —
with the ropes; nibadhnati — tie up; bhavan — You; sarvam — all; idam — this; jagat

— world.

Translation

You keep this whole world bound up by the ropes of affection, and thus when
people consider their material bodies, they think, “This is me,” and when they

consider their progeny and other relations, they think, “These are mine.”

SB 10.85.18
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yuvam na nah sutau saksat
pradhana-purusesvarau
bhii-bhara-ksatra-ksapana

avatirnau tathattha ha

Synonyms
yuvam — You two; na — not; nah — our; sutau — sons; saksat — directly; pradhana-
purusa — of nature and its creator (Maha-Visnu); iSvarau — the supreme controllers;
bhii — of the earth; bhara — the burden; ksatra — royalty; ksapane — for
eradicating; avatirnau — descended; tathd — so; attha — You have said; ha —

indeed.

Translation
You are not our sons but the very Lords of both material nature and its creator
[Maha-Visnu] . As You Yourself have told us, You have descended to rid the

earth of the rulers who are a heavy burden upon her.

Purport
According to Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti, in this verse Vasudeva offers himself and
his wife as excellent examples of those who are materially deluded. Although at the
time of His birth in Kamsa’s prison Lord Krsna told Vasudeva and Devaki that His
mission was to rid the earth of unwanted ksatriyas, still His two parents could not
avoid thinking of Him as their helpless son who needed protection from King Kamsa.
In reality, of course, both Vasudeva and Devaki were participating in the divine
pastime of the Lord’s birth under the perfect direction of His internal energy; only

out of transcendental humility does Vasudeva criticize himself in this way.
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tat te gato ’smy aranam adya padaravindam

apanna-samsrti-bhayapaham arta-bandho
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etavatalam alam indriya-lalasena
martyatma-drk tvayi pare yad apatya-buddhih
Synonyms
tat — therefore; te — Your; gatah — come; asmi — I am; aranam — for shelter; adya

— today; pada-aravindam — to the lotus feet; apanna — for those who have

surrendered; samsrti — of material entanglement; bhaya — the fear; apaham —
which remove; arta — of the distressed; bandho — O friend; et@vata — this much;
alam alam — enough, enough; indriya — for sense enjoyment; lalasena — with
hankering; martya — as mortal (the material body); atma — myself; drk — whose
seeing; tvayi — toward You; pare — the Supreme; yat — because of which
(hankering); apatya — (of Your being my) child; buddhih — the mentality.

Translation
Therefore, O friend of the distressed, I now approach Your lotus feet for
shelter — the same lotus feet that dispel all fear of worldly existence for those
who have surrendered to them. Enough! Enough with hankering for sense
enjoyment, which makes me identify with this mortal body and think of You,

the Supreme, as my child.

Purport
Srila Jiva Gosvami suggests that Vasudeva condemns himself here for thinking of
trying to gain special opulences because he is the father of the Supreme Lord. Thus
Vasudeva contrasts himself with Nanda, the King of Vraja, who was satisfied with

pure love of God and nothing else.
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stiti-grhe nanu jagada bhavan ajo nau

safijgjiia ity anu-yugam nija-dharma-guptyai
nand-tanir gagana-vad vidadhaj jahasi

ko veda bhiimna uru-gdya vibhiiti-mayam

Synonyms
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stiti-grhe — in the maternity room; nanu — indeed; jagada — said; bhavan — You;
ajah — the unborn Lord; nau — to us; safijajiie — You have taken birth; iti — thus;
anu-yugam — in one age after another; nija — Your own; dharma — the principles of
religion; guptyai — to protect; nand — various; tanith — divine bodies; gagana-vat —
like a cloud; vidadhat — assuming; jahdsi — You make unmanifest; kah — who; veda
— can understand; bhiimnah — of the all-pervading Supreme Lord; uru-gaya — O
You who are greatly glorified; vibhiiti — of the opulent expansions; mayam — the

mystic, deluding potency.

Translation

Indeed, while still in the maternity room You told us that You, the unborn
Lord, had already been born several times as our son in previous ages. After
manifesting each of these transcendental bodies to protect Your own
principles of religion, You then made them unmanifest, thus appearing and
disappearing like a cloud. O supremely glorified, all-pervading Lord, who can

understand the mystic, deluding potency of Your opulent expansions?

Purport

Lord Krsna was first born to Vasudeva and Devaki in their previous lives as Sutapa
and Préni. Later they again became His parents as Kasyapa and Aditi. This, then, was

the third time He had appeared as their son.
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bhagavan satvatarsabhah
pratyaha prasrayanamrah

prahasan Slaksnaya gira

Synonyms
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sri-Sukah uvaca — Sukadeva Gosvami said; akarnya — hearing; ittham — in this
manner; pituh — of His father; vakyam — the statements; bhagavan — the Supreme
Lord; satvata-rsabhah — best of the Yadus; pratyaha — replied; prasraya — with

humility; anamrah — bowing (His head); prahasan — smiling broadly; slaksnaya —

gentle; gira — with a voice.

Translation

Sukadeva Gosvami said: Having heard His father’s words, the Supreme Lord,
leader of the Satvatas, replied in a gentle voice as He bowed His head in

humility and smiled.

Purport
Srila Jiva Gosvami describes what Lord Krsna thought after hearing His father
glorify Him: “Vasudeva has been honored with the eternal role of My father,
something even demigods like Brahma cannot aspire for. Therefore he shouldn’t be
absorbed in thinking of My godly aspects. Moreover, his reverence greatly
embarrasses Me. It was to avoid this very situation that, after killing Kamsa, I made
a special effort to reinforce their pure parental love for Me and Balarama. But now,
unfortunately, the statements of these sages threaten to revive some of Vasudeva’s

and Devaki’s previous awareness of My majesty.”
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sri-bhagavan uvaca
vaco vah samavetartham
tataitad upamanmahe
yan nah putran samuddisya

tattva-grama udahrtah

Synonyms

sri-bhagavan uvaca — the Personality of Godhead said; vacah — words; vah — your;

samaveta — appropriate; artham — whose meaning; tata — O Father; etat — these;
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upamanmahe — 1 consider; yat — since; nah — Us; putran — your sons; samuddisya
— by referring to; tattva — of categories of fact; gramah — the totality; udahrtah —

set forth.

Translation
The Supreme Lord said: My dear Father, I consider your statements
appropriate, since you have explained the various categories of existence by

referring to Us, your sons.

Purport

Posing as Vasudeva’s dependent son, Lord Krsna expresses gratitude for His father’s

edifying instructions.

SB 10.85.23

3T ZIAAET 3H 9 GRPIDE: |
FASRT TGS fagwT: FaRmRA I 23 |
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ime ca dvarakaukasah
sarve ’py evam yadu-Srestha

vimrgyah sa-caracaram

Synonyms
aham — I; yityam — you; asau — He; aryah — My respected brother (Balarama); ime

— these; ca — and; dvaraka-okasah — inhabitants of Dvaraka; sarve — all; api —

even; evam — in this same way; yadu-srestha — O best of the Yadus; vimrgyah — to
be considered; sa — along with; cara — that which moves; acaram — and that which

does not move.

Translation
Not only I, but also you, along with My respected brother and these residents
of Dvaraka, should all be considered in this same philosophical light, O best of
the Yadus. Indeed, we should include all that exists, both moving and

nonmoving.

Purport
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To protect His parents’ intimate relationship with Him, Lord Krsna stresses the
oneness of all existence in this statement to His father, Vasudeva. Vasudeva had
been reminded of his sons’ greatness by hearing the sages gathered at Kuruksetra.
But his sense of awe was ruining his intimate parental relationship with Krsna, and

therefore Krsna wanted to dispel it.

We should not misunderstand the “oneness” Lord Krsna speaks of here. The subtle
words of the Upanisads often mislead impersonalists into believing that all existence
is ineffably one, without any variety in the ultimate issue. Some Upanisadic mantras
emphasize the sameness of God and His creation, while others speak about their
difference. Tat tvam asi $vetaketo (“You are that, O Svetaketu”), for example, is an
abheda-vakya, a mantra affirming that all things are one with God, being His
dependent expansions. But the Upanisads also contain many bheda-vakyas,
statements that affirm the unique, distinguishing qualities of the Supreme, such as
this statement: ka evanyat kah pranyad yady esa akasa anando na syat, esa
evanandayati. “Who would there be to activate the creation and give life to all beings
if this infinite Supreme were not the original enjoyer? Indeed, He alone is the source
of all pleasure.” (Taittiriya Upanisad. 2.7.1) By the influence of the Supreme Lord’s
bewildering Maya, envious impersonalists read the abheda-vakyas literally and
accept the bheda-vakyas only in a figurative way. Authoritative Vaisnava
commentators, on the other hand, carefully reconcile the apparent contradictions in
accordance with the interpretive principles of Vedic Mimamsa and the logically

established conclusions of Vedanta.
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bhiitesu bahudheyate

Synonyms
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atma — the Supreme Soul; hi — indeed; ekah — one; svayam-jyotih — self-luminous;
nityah — eternal; anyah — distinct (from the material energy); nirgunah — free from

material qualities; gunaih — by the modes; atma — from itself; srstaih — created; tat

— in their; krtesu — products; bhiitesu — material entities; bahudhd — manifold,

iyate — it appears.

Translation

The supreme spirit, Paramatma, is indeed one. He is self-luminous and eternal,
transcendental and devoid of material qualities. But through the agency of the
very modes He has created, the one Supreme Truth manifests as many among

the expansions of those modes.
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kham vayur jyotir apo bhiis

tat-krtesu yathasayam

avis-tiro-’lpa-bhiiry eko

nandatvam yaty asav api

Synonyms

kham — ether; vayuh — air; jyotih — fire; apah — water; bhith — earth; tat — their;
krtesu — in the products; yatha-asayam — according to the particular locations; avih
— manifest; tirah — unmanifest; alpa — small; bhiiri — large; ekah — one; nanatvam

— the status of being many; yati — assumes; asau — it; api — also.

Translation

The elements of ether, air, fire, water and earth become visible, invisible,
minute or extensive as they manifest in various objects. Similarly, the

Paramatma, though one, appears to become many.

Purport

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti explains this and the previous verse as follows: The one

Paramatma appears to be many by the influence of the modes of nature that He
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Himself creates. How is that? Because although in truth the Paramatma is self-
illuminating, eternal, aloof from everything, and free of the modes of nature, when
He appears as His manifestations He seems to be just the opposite — a multiplicity
of temporary objects saturated with the modes of nature. Just as the elements of
ether and so on, when manifesting in pots and other things, seem to appear and
disappear, so the Paramatma seems to appear and disappear in His various

manifestations.
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sri-Suka uvdaca

evam bhagavata rajan
vasudeva udahrtah
srutva vinasta-nana-dhis

tiisnim prita-mand abhit

Synonyms
§ri-§ukah uvaca — Sukadeva Gosvami said; evam — thus; bhagavata — by the
Supreme Lord; rajan — O King (Pariksit); vasudevah — Vasudeva; udahrtah —
spoken to; srutva — hearing; vinasta — destroyed; nana — dualistic; dhih — his

mentality; tiisnim — silent; prita — satisfied; manah — in his heart; abhiit — he was.

Translation

Sukadeva Gosvami said: O King, hearing these instructions spoken to him by
the Supreme Lord, Vasudeva became freed from all ideas of duality. Satisfied

at heart, he remained silent.
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atha tatra kuru-srestha
devaki sarva-devata
Srutvanitam guroh putram
atmajabhyam su-vismita
krsna-ramau samasravya
putran kamsa-vihimsitan
smaranti krpanam praha

vaiklavyad asru-locanda

Synonyms
atha — then; tatra — at that place; kuru-srestha — O best of the Kurus; devaki —
Mother Devaki; sarva — of everyone; devata — the supremely worshipable goddess;
sSrutva — having heard; nitam — brought back; guroh — of Their spiritual master;
putram — the son; atmajabhyam — by her two sons; su — very much; vismitd —
amazed; krsna-ramau — Krsna and Balarama; samasravya — clearly addressing;

putran — her sons; kamsa-vihimsitan — murdered by Kamsa; smaranti —

remembering; krpanam — pitifully; praha — she spoke; vaiklayyat — due to her

distraught condition; asru — (filled with) tears; locand — her eyes.

Translation

At that time, O best of the Kurus, the universally worshiped Devaki took the
opportunity to address her two sons, Krsna and Balarama. Previously she had
heard with astonishment that They had brought Their spiritual master’s son
back from death. Now, thinking of her own sons who had been murdered by
Kamhsa, she felt great sorrow, and thus with tear-filled eyes she beseeched

Krsna and Balarama.

Purport
Vasudeva’s love for Krsna had been disturbed because his awareness of Krsna’s
opulences conflicted with seeing Him as his son. In a different way, Devaki’s love
was somewhat distracted by her lamentation for her dead sons. So Krsna arranged to
relieve her of the mistaken idea that anyone else but Him was actually her son. Since
Devaki is known to be worshiped by all great souls, her show of maternal affection

must actually have been an effect of the Lord’s Yoga-maya, who increases the
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pleasure of His pastimes. Thus in text 54 Devaki will be described as mohita mayaya

visnoh, “bewildered by the internal energy of Lord Visnu.”

SB 10.85.29
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sri-devaky uvdca
rama ramaprameyatman
krsna yogesvaresvara
vedaham vam visva-srjam

iSvarav adi-piirusau

Synonyms

sri-devaki uvaca — Sri Devaki said; rama rama — O Rama, Rama; aprameya-atman —

O immeasurable Supersoul; krsna — O Krsna; yoga-i§vara — of the masters of mystic
yoga; iSvara — O master; veda — know; aham — I; yam — You both; vi§va — of the
universe; srjam — of the creators; iSvarau — the Lords; adi — original; piirusau — the

two Personalities of Godhead.

Translation

Sri Devaki said: O Rama, Rama, immeasurable Supreme Soul! O Krsna, Lord of
all masters of yoga! I know that You are the ultimate rulers of all universal

creators, the primeval Personalities of Godhead.

SB 10.85.30
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kala-vidhvasta-sattvanam

rajiiam ucchdstra-vartinam
bhiimer bharayamananam

avatirnau kiladya me

Synonyms
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kala — by time; vidhvasta — destroyed; sattvanam — whose good qualities; rajiiam
— for (killing) the kings; ut-§astra — outside the scope of scriptural rules; vartinam

— who act; bhiimeh — for the earth; bharayamananam — becoming a burden;

avatirnau — (both of You) descended; kila — indeed; adya — now; me — to me.

Translation
Taking birth from me, You have now descended to this world in order to kill
those kings whose good qualities have been destroyed by the present age, and

who thus defy the authority of revealed scriptures and burden the earth.

SB 10.85.31
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yasyamsamsamsa-bhagena
visvotpatti-layodayah
bhavanti kila vi§vatmams
tam tvadyaham gatim gata
Synonyms
yasya — whose; amsa — of the expansion; amsa — of the expansion; amsa — of the
expansion; bhagena — by a part; visva — of the universe; utpatti — the generation;
laya — dissolution; udayah — and prosperity; bhavanti — arise; kila — indeed; visva-
atman — O Soul of all that be; tat — to Him; tva — Yourself; adya — today; aham —

I; gatim — for shelter; gata — come.

Translation
O Soul of all that be, the creation, maintenance and destruction of the
universe are all carried out by a fraction of an expansion of an expansion of

Your expansion. Today I have come to take shelter of You, the Supreme Lord.

Purport
Srila Sridhara Svami explains this verse as follows: The Lord of Vaikuntha,
Narayana, is but one expansion of Sri Krsna. Maha-Visnu, the first creator, is Lord

Narayana’s expansion. The total material energy emanates from Maha-Visnu’s
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glance, and of that total material energy the three modes of nature are divided
portions. Thus it is Sri Krsna, acting through His expansions, who generates, sustains

and dissolves the universe.

SB 10.85.32-33
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ciran mrta-sutadane

gurund kila coditau
aninyathuh pitr-sthanad
gurave guru-daksinam
tatha me kurutam kamam
yuvam yogesvaresvarau
bhoja-raja-hatan putran

kamaye drastum ahrtan

Synonyms
cirat — for a long time; mrta — dead; suta — the son; adane — to return; guruna —
by Your spiritual master; kila — it has been heard; coditau — ordered; aninyathuh —
You brought him; pitr — of the forefathers; sthanat — from the place; gurave — to

Your spiritual master; guru-daksinam — as a token of thanksgiving for Your guru’s

mercy; tathd — in the same way; me — my; kurutam — please fulfill; kdmam — the
desire; yuvam — You two; yoga-i§vara — of the masters of yoga; iSvarau — O masters;
bhoja-raja — by the King of Bhoja (Kamsa); hatan — killed; putran — my sons;

kamaye — 1 wish; drastum — to see; ahrtan — brought back.

Translation

It is said that when Your spiritual master ordered You to retrieve his long-dead
son, You brought him back from the forefathers’ abode as a token of
remuneration for Your guru’s mercy. Please fulfill my desire in the same way,
O supreme masters of all yoga masters. Please bring back my sons who were

killed by the King of Bhoja, so that I may see them once again.
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SB 10.85.34

ESRREIE]

Td R FHET IM: FI0TY AR |
gt SfafdergaimmamuTtsat 1 39 1
rsir uvaca
evam saficoditau matra
ramah krsnas ca bharata
sutalam samvivisatur

yoga-mayam upasritau

Synonyms
rsih uvdaca — the sage (Sri Sukadeva) said; evam — thus; saficoditau — urged; matra
— by Their mother; ramah — Balarama; krsnah — Krsna; ca — and; bharata — O
descendant of Bharata (Pariksit); sutalam — the subterranean planet of Sutala, ruled

by Bali Maharaja; samvivisatuh — They entered; yoga-mayayam — Their mystic

pastime potency; upasritau — utilizing.

Translation
The sage Sukadeva said: Thus entreated by Their mother, O Bharata, Balarama
and Krsna employed Their mystic Yoga-maya potency and entered the region

of Sutala.

SB 10.85.35
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tasmin pravistav upalabhya daitya-rad

visvatma-daivam sutaram tathatmanah
tad-darsanahlada-pariplutasayah

sadyah samutthdya nanama sanvayah

Synonyms
tasmin — there; pravistau — (the two of Them) entered; upalabhya — noticing;
daitya-rat — the King of the Daityas (Bali); visva — of the entire universe; atma —
the Soul; daivam — and supreme Deity; sutaram — especially; tatha — also; atmanah

— of himself; tat — Them; darsana — due to seeing; ahlada — with the joy; paripluta
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— overwhelmed; asayah — his heart; sadyah — immediately; samutthaya — standing

up; nanama — he bowed down; sa — together with; anvayah — his entourage.

Translation
When the King of the Daityas, Bali Maharaja, noticed the arrival of the two
Lords, his heart overflowed with joy, since he knew Them to be the Supreme
Soul and worshipable Deity of the entire universe, and especially of himself.
He immediately stood up and then bowed down to offer respects, along with

his entire entourage.

SB 10.85.36
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tayoh samaniya varasanam muda

nivistayos tatra mahatmanos tayoh
dadhdra padav avanijya taj jalam

sa-vrnda a-brahma punad yad ambu ha

Synonyms
tayoh — for Them; samaniya — bringing; vara — elevated; asanam — seats; muda —

happily; nivistayoh — who took Their seats; tatra — there; maha-atmanoh — of the

greatest of personalities; tayoh — of Them; dadhara — he took; padau — the feet;
avanijya — washing; tat — that; jalam — water; sa — together with; yrndah — his
followers; a-brahma — up to Lord Brahma; punat — purifying; yat — which; ambu —

water; ha — indeed.

Translation
Bali took pleasure in offering Them elevated seats. After They sat down, he
washed the feet of the two Supreme Personalities. Then he took that water,
which purifies the whole world even up to Lord Brahma, and poured it upon

himself and his followers.

SB 10.85.37
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samarhayam asa sa tau vibhiitibhir
maharha-vastrabharananulepanaih
tambiila-dipamrta-bhaksanadibhih

sva—gotra—vittdtma—samarpanena ca

Synonyms
samarhayam asa — worshiped; sah — he; tau — Them; vibhiitibhih — with his riches;
mahd-arha — greatly valuable; vastra — with garments; adbharana — ornaments;
anulepanaih — and fragrant pastes; tambiila — with betel nut; dipa — lamps; amrta
— nectarean; bhaksana — food; adibhih — and so on; sva — of his; gotra — family;
vitta — of the wealth; atma — and of himself; samarpanena — with the offering; ca

— and.

Translation
He worshiped Them with all the riches at his disposal — priceless clothing,
ornaments, fragrant sandalwood paste, betel nut, lamps, sumptuous food and

so on. Thus he offered Them all his family’s wealth, and also his own self.

Purport
Bali Maharaja’s devotional attitude is renowned as the perfect example of complete
self-surrender. When Lord Visnu in the guise of a young brahmana student
approached him for charity, Bali offered all he possessed, and when he had nothing

more to offer, he surrendered himself as the Supreme Lord’s eternal servant.

There are nine standard processes of devotional service, and the last, atma-
samarpanam, as taught by Bali Daityaraja, is the culmination toward which every
endeavor should aim. If one tries to impress the Lord with wealth, power,
intelligence and so on but fails to humbly understand oneself to be His servant, one’s

so-called devotion is only a presumptuous show.
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sa indraseno bhagavat-padambujam
bibhran muhuh prema-vibhinnaya dhiya
uvaca hananda-jalakuleksanah

prahrsta-roma nrpa gadgadaksaram

Synonyms
sah — he; indra-senah — Bali, who conquered the army of Indra; bhagavat — of the

Supreme Lords; pada-ambujam — the lotus feet; bibhrat — taking hold of; muhuh —

repeatedly; prema — out of love; vibhinnayd — which was melting; dhiyd — from his
heart; uvaca ha — said; ananda — caused by his ecstasy; jala — with water (tears);
akula — filled; iksanah — whose eyes; prahrsta — standing erect; romad — the hair on
whose limbs; nrpa — O King (Pariksit); gadgada — choking; aksaram — whose
syllables.

Translation

Taking hold of the Lords’ lotus feet again and again, Bali, the conqueror of
Indra’s army, spoke from his heart, which was melting out of his intense love.
O King, as tears of ecstasy filled his eyes and the hair on his limbs stood on

end, he began to speak with faltering words.

Purport

Srila Prabhupada describes this scene as follows in Krsna: “King Bali was feeling
such transcendental pleasure that he repeatedly grasped the Lord’s lotus feet and
kept them on his chest; and sometimes he put them on the top of his head, and in
this way he was feeling transcendental bliss. Tears of love and affection began to

flow down from his eyes, and all his bodily hairs stood on end.”
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balir uvaca
namo ’nantdya brhate

namah krsnaya vedhase
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sarikhya-yoga-vitanaya

brahmane paramatmane

Synonyms
balih uvaca — Bali said; namah — obeisances; anantdya — to Ananta, the unlimited
Lord; brhate — the greatest being; namah — obeisances; krsnaya — to Krsna; vedhase
— the creator; sarikhya — of sarikhya analysis; yoga — and of mystic yoga; vitanaya

— the disseminator; brahmane — the Absolute Truth; parama-atmane — the

Supersoul.

Translation
King Bali said: Obeisances to the unlimited Lord, Ananta, the greatest of all
beings. And obeisances to Lord Krsna, the creator of the universe, who appears
as the impersonal Absolute and the Supersoul in order to disseminate the

principles of sankhya and yoga.

Purport
Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti identifies the supreme Ananta named here as Lord
Balarama, from whom expands the divine serpent Ananta Sesa. Impersonal Brahman
is the source of the texts belonging to the sarikhya philosophers, while the personal

representation of the Lord known as Paramatma disseminates the textbooks of yoga.
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darsanam vam hi bhiitanam
dusprapam capy adurlabham
rajas-tamah-svabhavanam

yan nah praptau yadrcchaya
Synonyms
darsanam — the vision; vam — of You two; hi — indeed; bhiitanam — for living

beings in general; dusprapam — rarely achieved; ca api — yet still; adurlabham — not

difficult to obtain; ragjah — in passion; tamah — and ignorance; svabhavanam — for
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those whose natures; yat — in that; nah — by us; praptau — obtained; yadrcchaya —

causelessly.

Translation

Seeing You Lords is a rare achievement for most living beings. But even

persons like us, situated in the modes of passion and ignorance, can easily see

You when You reveal Yourself by Your own sweet will.

Purport

By ascribing to himself the degraded status of a demoniac birth, Bali Maharaja

denied any spiritual qualification for being visited by Krsna and Balarama. What to

speak of demons like himself, Bali thought, even advanced renunciants on the paths

of jiiana and yoga fail to please the Lord when they do not give up their pride and

envy.
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daitya-danava-gandharvah
siddha-vidyadhra-caranah
bhiita-pramatha-nayakah
visuddha-sattva-dhamny addha
tvayi sastra-Saririni
nityam nibaddha-vairds te
vayam canye ca tadrsah
kecanodbaddha-vairena
bhaktya kecana kamatah
na tatha sattva-samrabdhah

sannikrstah suradayah

Synonyms
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daitya-danava — the Daitya and Danava demons; gandharvah — and the Gandharvas,

celestial singers; siddha-vidyadhara-caranah — the Siddha, Vidyadhara and Carana

demigods; yaksa — the Yaksas (semipious spirits); raksah — the Raksasas (man-
eating spirits); pisSacah — the carnivorous Pisaca demons; ca — and; bhiita — the

ghosts; pramatha-nayakah — and the evil Pramatha and Nayaka spirits; visuddha —

perfectly pure; sattva — of goodness; dhamni — toward the embodiment; addha —
direct; tvayi — You; $astra — which comprises the revealed scriptures; saririni — the
possessor of such a body; nityam — always; nibaddha — fixed; vairdh — in enmity; te
— they; vayam — we; ca — also; anye — others; ca — and; tadrsah — like them;
kecana — some; udbaddha — especially obstinate; vairena — with hatred; bhaktya —
with devotion; kecana — some; kamatah — rising out of lust; na — not; tatha — so;
sattva — by the material mode of goodness; samrabdhdah — those who are

predominated; sannikrstah — attracted; sura — demigods; adayah — and others.

Translation
Many who had been constantly absorbed in enmity toward You ultimately
became attracted to You, who are the direct embodiment of transcendental
goodness and whose divine form comprises the revealed scriptures. These
reformed enemies include Daityas, Danavas, Gandharvas, Siddhas,
Vidyadharas, Caranas, Yaksas, Raksasas, Pisacas, Bhiitas, Pramathas and
Nayakas, and also ourselves and many others like us. Some of us have become
attracted to You because of exceptional hatred, while others have become
attracted because of their mood of devotion based on lust. But the demigods

and others infatuated by material goodness feel no such attraction for You.

Purport
Srila Jiva Gosvami explains this passage as follows: The Gandharvas, Siddhas,
Vidyadharas and Caranas are adversaries of the Supreme Lord when they follow the
lead of the Daitya and Danava demons. The Yaksas, Raksasas, Pisacas and so on tend
to be inimical because they are generally covered by ignorance. There are some
rascals in the pure mode of ignorance, like Sisupala and Paundraka, who are totally
absorbed in meditation on the Lord as their enemy, and this fixed consciousness

earns them liberation. Others, in a mixed condition of passion and ignorance,
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associate with the Lord with a desire for position and prestige; Maharaja Bali sees
himself as belonging to this category. Yet Lord Visnu favored Bali by becoming his
doorkeeper in the subterranean region of Sutala, just as He favored the demons by
killing and liberating them, and the Gandharvas by engaging them in singing His
glories. On the other hand, the Lord awards sense gratification to those demigods
who are proud of their being situated in the mode of goodness; thus they become

deluded and forget Him.
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idam ittham iti prayas
tava yogesvaresvara
na vidanty api yogesa

yoga-mayam kuto vayam

Synonyms
idam — this; ittham — characterized like this; iti — in such terms; prayah — for the
most part; tava — Your; yoga-isvara — of the masters of yoga; i§vara — O supreme
master; na vidanti — they do not know; api — even; yoga-iSah — the masters of yoga;

yoga-mayam — Your spiritual power of delusion; kutah — what then of; vayam — us.

Translation

What to speak of ourselves, O Lord of all perfect yogis, even the greatest

mystics do not know what Your spiritual power of delusion is or how it acts.

Purport
Systematic understanding of something should include knowledge of both its
svaripa, or essential identity, and also its visesas, the attributes that make it different
from other things. Maya, the energy underlying all material existence, is more subtle
than ordinary phenomena. Only God and His liberated devotees, therefore, can

know its svariipa and visesa.
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tan nah prasida nirapeksa-vimrgya-yusmat
padaravinda-dhisananya-grhandha-kiipat
niskramya visva-Sarananghry-upalabdha-vrttih

santo yathaika uta sarva-sakhais carami

Synonyms
tat — in such a way; nah — to us; prasida — please be merciful; nirapeksa — by
those who have no material motives; vimrgya — searched for; yusmat — Your; pada
— than the feet; aravinda — lotus; dhisana — shelter; anya — other; grha — from the
home; andha — blind; kiipat — which is a well; niskramya — going out; visya — to
the whole world; §arana — of those who are helpful (the trees); arighri — at the feet;
upalabdha — obtained; vrttih — whose livelihood; §antah — peaceful; yatha — as;
ekah — alone; uta — or else; sarva — of everyone; sakhaih — with the friends;

carami — I may wander.

Translation

Please be merciful to me so I may get out of the blind well of family life — my
false home — and find the true shelter of Your lotus feet, which selfless sages
always seek. Then, either alone or in the company of great saints, who are the
friends of everyone, I may wander freely, finding life’s necessities at the feet of

the universally charitable trees.

Purport
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti states that in response to Bali’s prayers, St Krsna invited
him to choose some benediction, and in this verse Bali submits his request. Bali begs
to be relieved of the entanglement of material life so he will be free to leave home
and wander in the wilderness, with only the Lord’s lotus feet as his shelter. For his
subsistence, Bali proposes, he will take help from the forest trees, at whose feet are
fruits to eat and leaves to sleep on, for all to use as needed. And if the Lord is
especially merciful to him, Bali hopes, he will not have to wander alone but will be

allowed to travel in the company of Lord Krsna’s devotees.
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sadhy asman isitavyesa
nispapan kuru nah prabho
puman yac chraddhayatisthams

codandya vimucyate

Synonyms
sadhi — please order; asman — us; iSitavya — of those who are subject to being
controlled; i§a — O controller; nispapan — sinless; kuru — please make; nah — us;
prabho — O master; puman — a person; yat — which; sraddhaya — with faith;
atisthan — executing; codandyah — of scriptural regulation; vimucyate — becomes

free.

Translation

O Lord of all subordinate creatures, please tell us what to do and thus free us
of all sin. One who faithfully executes Your command, O master, is no longer

obliged to follow the ordinary Vedic rites.

Purport
The acaryas explain Bali’s thoughts as follows. Reflecting on the possibility that his
request for immediate deliverance may have been too bold, Bali Maharaja considers
that first he will need to become sufficiently purified. In any case, he thinks, Lord
Krsna and Lord Balarama must have come to him for some specific purpose; if he
can receive the Lords’ order and carry it out, that will be his best opportunity for
purification. Indeed, as Bali states, a devotee acting under the Personality of
Godhead’s instruction need no longer follow the sacrificial injunctions and

prohibitions of the Vedas.
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sri-bhagavan uvaca
asan mariceh sat putra
trnd@yam prathame ’ntare
devah kam jahasur viksya

sutam yabhitum udyatam

Synonyms

sri-bhagavan uvaca — the Supreme Lord said; asan — there were; mariceh — of

Marici; sat — six; putrah — sons; irndyam — born of Urna (his wife); prathame — in
the first; antare — rule of Manu; devah — demigods; kam — at Lord Brahma; jahasuh
— they laughed; viksya — seeing; sutam — with his daughter (Sarasvati); yabhitum
— to copulate; udyatam — prepared.

Translation

The Supreme Lord said: During the age of the first Manu, the sage Marici had
six sons by his wife Urna. They were all exalted demigods, but once they
laughed at Lord Brahma when they saw him preparing to have sex with his

own daughter.

SB 10.85.48-49
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tendsurim agan yonim

adhunavadya-karmana
hiranyakasipor jata
nitas te yoga-mayaya
devakya udare jata
rajan kamsa-vihimsitah
sa tan Socaty atmajan svams

ta ime ’dhyasate ’ntike
Synonyms

tena — by that; asurim — demoniac; agan — they entered; yonim — a womb; adhunda

— immediately; avadya — improper; karmana — by the act; hiranyakasipoh — to
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Hiranyaka$ipu; jatah — born; nitdh — brought; te — they; yoga-mayaya — by the
Lord’s divine power of illusion; devakyah — of Devaki; udare — from the womb;
jatah — born; rajan — O King (Bali); kamsa — by Kamsa; vihimsitah — murdered; sa
— she; tan — for them; Socati — laments; dtma-jan — sons; svan — her own, te —

they; ime — these same; adhydsate — are living; antike — nearby.

Translation

Because of that improper act, they immediately entered a demoniac form of
life, and thus they took birth as sons of Hiranyakasipu. The goddess Yoga-
maya then took them away from Hiranyakasipu, and they were born again
from Devaki’s womb. After this, O King, Kammsa murdered them. Devaki still
laments for them, thinking of them as her sons. These same sons of Marici are

now living here with you.

Purport
Acaryas Sridhara Svami and Vi$vanatha Cakravarti explain that after taking Marici’s
six sons from Hiranyakasipu, Lord Krsna’s Yoga-maya first made them pass through
one more life as children of another great demon, Kalanemi, and then she finally

transferred them to the womb of Devaki.
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ita etan pranesyamo
matr-sokapanuttaye
tatah sapad vinirmakta
lokam yasyanti vijvarah
Synonyms
itah — from here; etan — them; pranesyamah — We wish to take; matr — of their
mother; soka — the lamentation; apanuttaye — in order to dispel; tatah — then;

sapat — from their curse; vinirmuktah — freed; lokam — to their own planet (of the

demigods); yasyanti — they will go; vijvarah — relieved of their feverish condition.

Translation


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vijvar%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=t%C4%81n
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We wish to take them from this place to dispel their mother’s sorrow. Then,
released from their curse and free from all suffering, they will return to their

home in heaven.

Purport
As pointed out by Srila Prabhupada in his purports to Chapter Two, texts 5 and 8, of
this canto, Marici’s sons were condemned for their offense against Lord Brahma, and
in addition Hiranyakasipu once cursed them to be killed by their own father in a
future life. This curse was fulfilled by Vasudeva’s letting Kamsa murder them one by

one.

SB 10.85.51
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smarodgithah parisvarigah
patarigah ksudrabhrd ghrni
sad ime mat-prasadena

punar yasyanti sad-gatim

Synonyms

smara-udgithah parisvarigah — Smara, Udgitha and Parisvanga; patarigah ksudrabhrt

ghrni — Patanga, Ksudrabhrt and Ghrni; sat — six; ime — these; mat — My;
prasadena — by the grace; punah — again; yasyanti — will go; sat — of saintly

persons; gatim — to the destination.

Translation

By My grace these six — Smara, Udgitha, Parisvanga, Patanga, Ksudrabhrt and

Ghrni — will return to the abode of pure saints.

Purport
These are the names the six children first had when they were sons of Marici. The

oldest, Smara, was called Kirtiman when born again to Vasudeva, as recorded in the

Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.1.57):
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gh%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%87%C4%AB
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%A3udrabh%E1%B9%9Bt
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kirtimantam prathama-jam
kamsayanakadundubhih
arpayam asa krcchrena

so ’nrtad ati-vihvalah

“Vasudeva was very much disturbed by the fear of becoming a liar by breaking his
promise. Thus with great pain he delivered his firstborn son, named Kirtiman, into

the hands of Kamsa.”

SB 10.85.52
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ity uktva tan samadaya
indrasenena pujitau
punar dvaravatim etya

matuh putran ayacchatam

Synonyms
iti — thus; uktva — speaking; tan — them; samadaya — taking; indrasenena — by
Bali Maharaja; pijitau — both honored; punah — once more; dvaravatim — to
Dvaraka; etya — going; matuh — of Their mother; putran — the sons; ayacchatam —

They presented.

Translation

[Sukadeva Gosvami continued:] After saying this, Lord Krsna and Lord
Balarama, having been duly worshiped by Bali Maharaja, took the six sons and

returned to Dvaraka, where They presented them to Their mother.

SB 10.85.53
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tan drstva balakan devi

putra-sneha-snuta-stani
parisvajyarikam aropya

miirdhny ajighrad abhiksnasah
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Synonyms
tan — them,; drstva — seeing; balakan — the boys; devi — the goddess (Devaki);
putra — for her sons; sneha — due to her affection; snuta — flowing; stani — whose
breasts; parisvajya — embracing; arikam — on her lap; aropya — placing; miirdhni —

their heads; gjighrat — she smelled; abhiksnasah — repeatedly.

Translation

When she saw her lost children, Goddess Devaki felt such affection for them
that milk flowed from her breasts. She embraced them and took them onto her

lap, smelling their heads again and again.

SB 10.85.54
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apayayat stanam prita

suta-sparsa-parisnutam
mohitd mayaya visnor

yaya srstih pravartate
Synonyms
apayayat — she let them drink; stanam — from her breast; prita — lovingly; suta —
of her sons; sparsa — because of the touch; parisnutam — drenched; mohita —
bewildered; mayaya — by the illusory energy; visnoh — of Lord Visnu; yaya — by

which; srstih — creation; pravartate — comes into being.

Translation

Lovingly she let her sons drink from her breast, which became wet with milk
just by their touch. She was entranced by the same illusory energy of Lord

Visnu that initiates the creation of the universe.

Purport

In the opinion of Srila Jiva Gosvami, the word srsti can here also refer to the creative

process by which Lord Visnu’s Yoga-maya arranges the settings and situations of His
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=a%E1%B9%85kam
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pastimes. There is indeed no question of Mother Devaki being affected by the

material aspect of Maya.

SB 10.85.55-56
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pitvamrtam payas tasyah
pita-sesam gada-bhrtah
nardyandanga-samsparsa-
pratilabdhatma-darsanah
te namaskrtya govindam
devakim pitaram balam
misatam sarva-bhiitanam

yayur dhama divaukasam

Synonyms

pitva — having drunk; amrtam — nectarean; payah — milk; tasyah — her; pita — of
what had been drunk; sesam — the remnants; gada-bhrtah — of Krsna, the wielder of
the club; narayana — of the Supreme Lord, Narayana (Krsna); ariga — of the body;
samsparsa — by the touch; pratilabdha — regained; atma — of their original selves
(as demigods); darsanah — the perception; te — they; namaskrtya — bowing down;
govindam — to Lord Krsna; devakim — to Devaki; pitaram — to their father; balam —
and to Lord Balarama; misatam — as they looked on; sarva — all; bhiitanam — the

people; yayuh — they went; dhama — to the abode; diva-okasam — of the demigods.

Translation
By drinking her nectarean milk, the remnants of what Krsna Himself had
previously drunk, the six sons touched the transcendental body of the Lord,
Narayana, and this contact awakened them to their original identities. They
bowed down to Govinda, Devaki, their father and Balarama, and then, as

everyone looked on, they left for the abode of the demigods.

Purport
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Lord Krsna remained as an infant with Devaki and Vasudeva for only a very short
time. First the Lord appeared before them in His four-armed Visnu form, and after
hearing their prayers He changed Himself into an apparently ordinary infant for
their pleasure. But to save Krsna from suffering His brothers’ fate, Vasudeva at once
removed Him from Karhsa’s prison. Just before Vasudeva took Him away, Mother
Devaki suckled Krsna once so that He would not feel thirsty during the long trip to
Nanda-vraja. This we learn from the commentary of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti

Thakura.

SB 10.85.57
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tam drstva devaki devi
mrtagamana-nirgamam
mene su-vismita mayam

krsnasya racitam nrpa

Synonyms
tam — this; drstvd — seeing; devaki — Devaki; devi — divine; mrta — of the dead
(sons); agamana — the return; nirgamam — and departure; mene — she thought; su
— very much; vismitd — amazed; mayam — magic; krsnasya — by Krsna; racitam —

produced; nrpa — O King (Pariksit).

Translation

Seeing her sons return from death and then depart again, saintly Devaki was
struck with wonder, O King. She concluded that this was all simply an illusion

created by Krsna.

SB 10.85.58
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evam-vidhany adbhutani

krsnasya paramatmanah
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Viryany ananta-viryasya

santy anantani bharata

Synonyms
evam-vidhani — like this; adbhutani — amazing; krsnasya — of Krsna; parama-
atmanah — the Supreme Soul; viryani — feats; ananta — unlimited; yiryasya —
whose valor; santi — there are; anantani — unlimited; bharata — O descendant of

Bharata.

Translation

Sri Krsna, the Supreme Soul, the Lord of unlimited valor, performed countless

pastimes just as amazing as this one, O descendant of Bharata.

SB 10.85.59
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Sri-siita uvdca
ya idam anusmnoti Sravayed va murares
caritam amrta-kirter varnitam vyasa-putraih
jagad-agha-bhid alam tad-bhakta-sat-karna-piiram
bhagavati krta-citto yati tat-ksema-dhama

Synonyms
§ri-siitah uvaca — Sri Siita said (to the sages assembled at Naimisaranya, to whom he
was repeating the conversation between Sukadeva Gosvami and Pariksit Maharaja);
yah — whoever; idam — this; anusrnoti — properly hears; sravayet — causes others
to hear; va — or; murareh — of Lord Krsna, killer of the demon Mura; caritam —
pastime; amrta — deathless; kirteh — whose glories; varnitam — described; yydsa-
putraih — by the respected son of Vyasadeva; jagat — of the universe; agha — the
sins; bhit — which (pastime) destroys; alam — totally; tat — His; bhakta — for the
devotees; sat — transcendental; karna-piiram — ornament for the ears; bhagavati —
on the Supreme Lord; krta — fixing; cittah — his mind; yati — he goes; tat — His;

ksema — auspicious; dhama — to the personal abode.
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Translation
Sri Siita Gosvami said: This pastime enacted by Lord Murari, whose fame is
eternal, totally destroys the sins of the universe and serves as the
transcendental ornament for His devotees’ ears. Anyone who carefully hears or
narrates this pastime, as recounted by the venerable son of Vyasa, will be able
to fix his mind in meditation on the Supreme Lord and attain to the all-

auspicious kingdom of God.

Purport
According to Srila Sridhara Svami, hearing the wonderful events of Lord Krsna’s life
destroys sins in a manner that is perfect (alam) because it is easy. Anyone can easily
participate in this hearing, and those who become devoted to Krsna always enjoy
wearing on their ears the ornaments of topics concerning Him. Not only those who
were present at the time of their occurrence, but also Sukadeva Gosvami, Siita
Gosvami, all who have heard since and everyone in the universe who will hear in
the future — all are blessed by the continuous recital of Lord Krsna’s transcendental

glories.

Thus end the purports of the humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada to the Tenth Canto, Eighty-fifth Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam,

entitled “Lord Krsna Instructs Vasudeva and Retrieves Devaki’s Sons.”
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CHAPTER EIGHTY-SIX

Arjuna Kidnaps Subhadra, and Krsna
Blesses His Devotees

This chapter describes how Arjuna kidnapped Subhadra and how Lord Krsna went to

Mithila to bless His devotees Bahulasva and Srutadeva.

When King Pariksit desired to learn about the marriage of his grandmother,
Subhadra-devi, Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said, “While touring on pilgrimage, Arjuna
heard that Lord Baladeva intended to give the hand of His sister Subhadra to
Duryodhana in marriage. Wanting to kidnap Subhadra and marry her himself,
Arjuna disguised himself as a renunciant and went to Dvaraka. So effective was the
disguise that neither Balarama nor any other resident of Dvaraka recognized him;
rather, they all showed him the respect due a Vaisnava mendicant. In this way the
four months of the rainy season passed. One day Arjuna received an invitation to
dine at Lord Balarama’s home. There he caught sight of Subhadra and was
immediately overwhelmed with desire for her. Subhadra also desired to have Arjuna
as her husband, and thus she glanced back at him shyly. A few days later, Subhadra
left the palace to participate in a chariot festival. Taking this opportunity, Arjuna
abducted Subhadra and defeated the Yadavas who tried to stop him. Lord Balarama
was at first greatly angered to hear of this, but when Lord Sri Krsna and other family
members pacified Him, He became joyful and sent the bride and groom off with

elaborate wedding gifts.”

There was a brahmana devotee of Sri Krsna’s named Srutadeva, who lived in the city
of Mithila. By the will of Providence, he could earn only barely enough to keep
himself and his family alive. Still, he was always satisfied and spent all his time
executing his religious duties. King Bahulasva was another great devotee of the Lord
residing in Mithila. A member of the dynasty in which King Janaka had appeared,
Bahulasva ruled over the whole province of Videha, yet he remained as detached
from material wealth as Srutadeva. Pleased with the devotional attitude of both
these great souls, Lord Krsna went on His chariot to Mithila to visit them, taking

along Narada and several other learned sages. The people of Mithila greeted the
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Lord and His saintly entourage with great delight. Bearing various gifts for Krsna,

they bowed down and offered obeisances to both Him and the sages.

Bahulasva and Srutadeva both stepped forward and respectfully requested Sri Krsna
to visit their homes. To satisfy both of them, the Lord expanded Himself and went to
each of their homes simultaneously. They each worshiped Him suitably, offered
prayers, washed His feet and then sprinkled themselves and all their family members
with the wash water. Lord Krsna then praised the sages who were with Him and
glorified brahmanas in general. He also imparted instructions to His hosts concerning
devotional service. Understanding these instructions, both Srutadeva and Bahulasva
honored the sages and Lord $ri Krsna with single-minded devotion. Lord Krsna then

returned to Dvaraka.

SB 10.86.1
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sri-r@jovaca
brahman veditum icchamah
svasaram rama-krsnayoh
yathopayeme vijayo

ya mamasit pitamahi
Synonyms

§ri-raja uvaca — the great King (Pariksit) said; brahman — O brahmana (Sukadeva);

veditum — to know; icchamah — we wish; svasaram — the sister; rama-krsnayoh — of

Balarama and Krsna; yatha — how; upayeme — married; vijayah — Arjuna; ya — she

who; mama — my; asit — was; pitamahi — the grandmother.

Translation

King Pariksit said: O brahmana, we would like to learn how Arjuna married

Lord Balarama’s and Lord Krsna’s sister, who was my grandmother.

Purport
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Pariksit Maharaja turns now to the topic of the marriage of Lord Krsna’s sister,
Subhadra. In the opinion of Srila Sridhara Svami, King Pariksit’s question here
follows from the previous narration because Arjuna’s winning the hand of Subhadra
was just as difficult a feat as Lord Krsna’s retrieving the sons of Devaki from the
realm of the dead, since Lord Balarama Himself opposed Subhadra’s marriage to

Arjuna.

SB 10.86.2-3
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$ri-Suka uvdca
arjunas tirtha-yatrayam
paryatann avanim prabhuh
gatah prabhasam asmon
matuleyim sa atmanah
duryodhandya ramas tam
dasyatiti na capare
tal-lipsuh sa yatir bhiitva

tri-dandi dvarakam agat

Synonyms
§ri-§ukah uvaca — Sukadeva Gosvami said; arjunah — Arjuna; tirtha — to holy
places; yatrayam — while on pilgrimage; paryatan — wandering; avanim — the
earth; prabhuh — the great lord; gatah — having gone; prabhasam — to Prabhasa;
asrnot — heard; matuleyim — uncle’s daughter; sah — he; atmanah — his;

duryodhandya — to Duryodhana; ramah — Lord Balarama; tam — her; dasyati —

intends to give; iti — thus; na — not; ca — and; apare — anyone else; tat — her;
lipsuh — desirous of obtaining; sah — he, Arjuna; yatih — a sannyasti; bhiitva —

becoming; tri-dandi — carrying a triple staff; dvarakam — to Dvaraka; agat — went.

Translation
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Sukadeva Gosvami said: While traveling far and wide visiting various holy
places of pilgrimage, Arjuna came to Prabhasa. There he heard that Lord
Balarama intended to give his maternal cousin Subhadra to Duryodhana in
marriage, and that no one else approved of this plan. Arjuna wanted to marry
her himself, so he disguised himself as a renunciant, complete with triple staff,

and went to Dvaraka.

Purport
Arjuna’s plan for obtaining Subhadra as his wife may have seemed unconventional,
but he was not acting without encouragement; in fact, Lord Krsna was his prime co-
conspirator. And in Dvaraka, most of the members of the royal family, especially

Vasudeva, were unhappy about giving their favorite daughter to Duryodhana.
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tatra vai varsitan masan
avatsit svartha-sadhakah
pauraih sabhdjito ’bhiksnam

ramendjanata ca sah

Synonyms
tatra — there; vai — indeed; varsikan — of the rainy season; masan — for the
months; avatsit — he resided; sva — his own; artha — purpose; sadhakah — trying to
achieve; pauraih — by the people of the city; sabhgjitah — honored; abhiksnam —
constantly; ramena — by Lord Balarama; gjanata — who was unaware; ca — and;

sah — he.

Translation

He stayed there during the monsoon months to fulfill his purpose. Lord
Balarama and the other residents of the city, not recognizing him, offered him

all honor and hospitality.

SB 10.86.5


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sa%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=aj%C4%81nat%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81me%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abh%C4%ABk%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%87am
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sabh%C4%81jita%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=paurai%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=s%C4%81dhaka%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=artha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=av%C4%81ts%C4%ABt
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%C4%81s%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%81r%E1%B9%A3ik%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vai
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tatra

SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 85-86 Page 54 / 92

Uepe] TEHI 3TTfe ==y o |
TSR Hed o o favet 119 1l
ekada grham aniya

atithyena nimantrya tam
sraddhayopahrtam bhaiksyam
balena bubhuje kila

Synonyms
ekada — once; grham — to His (Balarama’s) home; aniya — bringing; atithyena — as
a guest; nimantrya — inviting; tam — him (Arjuna); sraddhaya — with faith;
upahrtam — presented; bhaiksyam — food; balena — by Lord Balarama; bubhuje —

he ate; kila — indeed.

Translation
One day Lord Balarama brought him to His home as His invited dinner guest,

and Arjuna ate the food the Lord respectfully offered him.

Purport
From the explanation of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti, it is understood that Arjuna in
his sannyasi role had just finished the four-month vows of the rainy season and could
now again accept general invitations from householders. Thus no one would have

suspected any unusual motive in his visiting Lord Balarama at this time.
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so ’pasyat tatra mahatim
kanyam vira-mano-haram
prity-utphulleksanas tasyam
bhava-ksubdham mano dadhe

Synonyms
sah — he; apasyat — saw; tatra — there; mahatim — wonderful; kanyam — the girl;

yira — to heroes; manah-haram — enchanting; priti — with happiness; utphulla —
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blossoming; iksanah — his eyes; tasyam — upon her; bhava — with emotion;

ksubdham — agitated; manah — his mind; dadhe — he put.

Translation

There he saw the wonderful maiden Subhadra, who was enchanting to heroes.
His eyes opened wide with delight, and his mind became agitated and

absorbed in thoughts of her.

SB 10.86.7
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sapi tam cakame viksya

narinam hrdayam-gamam
hasanti vriditapangi
tan-nyasta-hrdayeksand
Synonyms

sa — she; api — also; tam — him; cakame — desired; viksya — seeing; narinam — of

women; hrdayam-gamam — the capturer of the hearts; hasanti — smiling; vridita —
bashful; aparigi — casting sidelong glances; tat — upon him; nyasta — fixed; hrdaya

— her heart; iksana — and eyes.

Translation
Arjuna was very attractive to women, and as soon as Subhadra saw him, she
wanted to have him as her husband. Smiling bashfully with sidelong glances,

she fixed her heart and eyes upon him.

Purport
As soon as she saw him, Subhadra knew that Arjuna was no sannyasi but rather her
destined consort. In Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, His Divine Grace Srila
Prabhupada elaborates: “Arjuna, the grandfather of Maharaja Pariksit, was himself
extraordinarily beautiful and his bodily structure was very attractive to Subhadra.
Subhadra also decided within her mind that she would accept only Arjuna as her

husband. As a simple girl, she was smiling with great pleasure, looking at Arjuna.”
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SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 85-86 Page 56 / 92

SB 10.86.8
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tam param samanudhydyann
antaram prepsur arjunah
na lebhe sam bhramac-cittah

kamenati-baliyasa

Synonyms

tam — on her; param — only; samanudhydyan — meditating; antaram — the right

opportunity; prepsuh — waiting to obtain; arjunah — Arjuna; na lebhe — could not
experience; Sam — peace; bhramat — wavering; cittah — his heart; kamena — due to

lust; ati-baliyasa — most strong.

Translation

Meditating only on her and waiting for the opportunity to take her away,

Arjuna had no peace. His heart trembled with passionate desire.

Purport
Even while being honored by Lord Balarama, Arjuna was too distracted to
appreciate the Lord’s gracious hospitality. Arjuna’s distraction and Lord Balarama’s
failure to recognize Arjuna in his disguise were both arrangements of the Supreme

Lord to enjoy His transcendental pastimes.

SB 10.86.9
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mahatyam deva-yatrayam

ratha-stham durga-nirgatam
jaharanumatah pitroh

krsnasya ca maha-rathah

Synonyms
mahatyam — important; deva — for the Supreme Lord; yatrayam — during a festival;

ratha — on a chariot; stham — riding; durga — from the fortress; nirgatam — having
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhramat
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exited; jahara — he seized her; anumatah — sanctioned; pitroh — by her parents;

krsnasya — by Krsna; ca — and; mahda-rathah — the mighty chariot warrior.

Translation
Once, on the occasion of a great temple festival in honor of the Supreme Lord,
Subhadra rode out of the fortresslike palace on a chariot, and at that time the
mighty chariot warrior Arjuna took the opportunity to kidnap her. Subhadra’s

parents and Krsna had sanctioned this.

Purport
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti identifies this festival as the annual Ratha-yatra for Lord
Visnu on the occasion of His rising from mystic sleep at the end of Caturmasya.

Subhadra’s parents are Vasudeva and Devaki.

SB 10.86.10
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ratha-stho dhanur adaya

sturams carundhato bhatan

vidravya krosatam svanam

sva-bhagam mrga-rad iva

Synonyms

ratha — on his chariot; sthah — standing; dhanuh — his bow; adaya — taking up;
suran — the heroes; ca — and; arundhatah — trying to block him; bhatan — and the
guards; vidravya — driving off; krosatam — as they shouted in anger; svanam — her
relatives; sva — his own; bhagam — rightful portion; mrga-rat — the king of animals,

the lion; iva — just as.

Translation
Standing on his chariot, Arjuna took up his bow and drove off the valiant
fighters and palace guards who tried to block his way. As her relatives shouted
in anger, he took Subhadra away just as a lion takes his prey from the midst of

lesser animals.


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=iva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81%E1%B9%AD
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%E1%B9%9Bga
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bh%C4%81gam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sv%C4%81n%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kro%C5%9Bat%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vidr%C4%81vya
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SB 10.86.11
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tac chrutva ksubhito ramah
parvaniva maharnavah
grhita-padah krsnena

suhrdbhis canusantvitah

Synonyms
tat — this; srutva — hearing; ksubhitah — disturbed; ramah — Lord Balarama;

parvani — at the juncture of the month; iva — as if; maha-arnavah — the ocean;

grhita — grasped; padah — His feet; krsnena — by Lord Krsna; suhrdbhih — by His

family members; ca — and; anusantvitah — carefully pacified.

Translation
When He heard of Subhadra’s kidnapping, Lord Balarama became as disturbed
as the ocean during the full moon, but Lord Krsna respectfully took hold of His
feet and, together with other family members, pacified Him by explaining the

matter.

SB 10.86.12
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prahinot paribarhani
vara-vadhvor muda balah
maha-dhanopaskarebha-

rathasva-nara-yositah
Synonyms
prahinot — He sent; paribarhani — as wedding gifts; vara-vadhyoh — for the groom
and the bride; muda — with pleasure; balah — Lord Balarama; mahd-dhana —

greatly valuable; upaskara — presents; ibha — elephants; ratha — chariots; asva —

horses; nara — men; yositah — and women.

Translation
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Lord Balarama then happily sent the bride and groom very valuable wedding

gifts consisting of elephants, chariots, horses and male and female servants.

SB 10.86.13
Sfigeh Jar
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sri-Suka uvaca

krsnasyasid dvija-Sresthah
Srutadeva iti Srutah
krsnaika-bhaktya pirnarthah

santah kavir alampatah

Synonyms
§ri-§ukah uvaca — Sri Sukadeva said; krsnasya — of Lord Krsna; dsit — there was;
dvija — of brahmanas; sresthah — one of the best; srutadevah — Srutadeva; iti —
thus; srutah — known; krsna — to Lord Krsna; eka — exclusive; bhaktya — by his
devotion; pirna — full; arthah — in all goals of desire; §antah — peaceful; kavih —

learned and discriminating; alampatah — not desirous of sense gratification.

Translation
Sukadeva Gosvami continued: There was a devotee of Krsna’s known as
Srutadeva, who was a first-class brahmana. Perfectly satisfied by rendering
unalloyed devotional service to Lord Krsna, he was peaceful, learned and free

from sense gratification.

SB 10.86.14
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sa uvasa videhesu
mithilayam grhasrami
anihayagataharya-

nirvartita-nija-kriyah

Synonyms
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sah — he; uvasa — dwelled; videhesu — in the kingdom of Videha; mithiladayam — in
the city of Mithila; grha-asrami — as a member of the regulated order of family life;
anihaya — without endeavor; dgata — came to him; aharya — by food and other

means of sustenance; nirvartita — carried out; nija — his; kriyah — obligations.

Translation

Living as a religious householder in the city of Mithila, within the kingdom of
Videha, he managed to fulfill his obligations while maintaining himself with

whatever sustenance easily came his way.

SB 10.86.15
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yatra-matram tv ahar ahar

daivad upanamaty uta
nadhikam tavata tustah
kriya cakre yathocitah

Synonyms
yatra-matram — bare maintenance; tu — and; ahah ahah — day after day; daivat —
due to his fate; upanamati — came to him; uta — indeed; na adhikam — no more;
tavata — with that much; tustah — satisfied; kriyah — duties; cakre — he did; yatha

— as; ucitah — appropriate.

Translation
By the will of Providence he obtained each day just what he needed for his
maintenance, and no more. Satisfied with this much, he properly executed his

religious duties.

Purport
An ideal Vaisnava brahmana, even if encumbered by the ties of family life, should
work only as hard as required to meet his obligations. Without being unnecessarily
agitated for material advancement, he should devote the best part of his time and

assets to his higher duties in the Supreme Lord’s service. If a householder can
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=g%E1%B9%9Bha
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succeed in this program despite the unavoidable difficulties of this degraded age, he
can expect Lord Krsna’s personal attention, as will be seen in the case of Srutadeva,

the perfect brahmana of Mithila.

SB 10.86.16
AT TETEUTCASS TgerTe Sfa 4a: |
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tatha tad-rastra-palo ’riga
bahulasva iti srutah

maithilo niraham-mana

ubhav apy acyuta-priyau

Synonyms
tathd — also (an advanced devotee of Krsna); tat — of that; rastra — kingdom; palah

— the ruler; ariga — my dear (Pariksit); bahulasvah iti Srutah — known as Bahulasva;

maithilah — of the royal dynasty descending from King Mithila (Janaka); niraham-
manah — free from false ego; ubhau — both of them; api — indeed; acyuta-priyau —

dear to Lord Acyuta.

Translation
Similarly free from false ego was the ruler of that kingdom, my dear Pariksit, a
descendant of the Mithila dynasty named Bahulasva. Both these devotees were

very dear to Lord Acyuta.

SB 10.86.17
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tayoh prasanno bhagavan
darukenahrtam ratham
aruhya sakam munibhir

videhan prayayau prabhuh

Synonyms
tayoh — with both of them; prasannah — pleased; bhagavan — the Personality of

Godhead; darukena — by Daruka; ahrtam — brought forth; ratham — His chariot;
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aruhya — mounting; sakam — together with; munibhih — sages; videhan — to the

Videha kingdom; prayayau — went; prabhuh — the Lord.

Translation
Pleased with both of them, the Supreme Personality of Godhead mounted His
chariot, which Daruka had brought, and traveled to Videha with a group of

sages.

Purport
In his commentary on this verse, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti states that Srutadeva
and Bahulasva were unable to travel to Dvaraka to see Lord Krsna because both of
them had vowed to regularly worship their personal Deity at home. Sri Krsna was
very glad to go out of His way to give them both His audience, and while leaving
Dvaraka He insisted that the sages who wanted to come with Him should join Him
on His chariot, because otherwise they would exhaust themselves following on foot.
Renowned sages would ordinarily never even consider traveling in such an opulent
conveyance, but on the Lord’s order they put aside their natural aversion and joined

Him on His chariot.

SB 10.86.18
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narado vamadevo ’trih
krsno ramo ’sito ’runih
aham brhaspatih kanvo

maitreyas cyavanadayah

Synonyms

naradah vamadevah atrih — the sages Narada, Vamadeva and Atri; krsnah — Krsna-

dvaipayana Vyasa; ramah — Lord ParaSurama; asitah arunih — Asita and Aruni;

aham — 1 (Sukadeva); brhaspatih kanvah — Brhaspati and Kanva; maitreyah —

Maitreya; cyavana — Cyavana; adayah — and others.

Translation
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Among these sages were Narada, Vamadeva, Atri, Krsna-dvaipayana Vyasa,

Parasurama, Asita, Aruni, myself, Brhaspati, Kanva, Maitreya and Cyavana.

SB 10.86.19
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tatra tatra tam ayantam
paurd janapada nrpa
upatasthuh sarghya-hasta

grahaih staryam ivoditam
Synonyms
tatra tatra — in each place; tam — Him; dyantam — as He was coming; paurah —
city residents; janapadah — and village residents; nrpa — O King (Pariksit);
upatasthuh — came forward to greet Him; sa — with; arghya — water to offer as a

token of respect; hastah — in their hands; grahaih — by the planets; siryam — the

sun; iva — as; uditam — risen.

Translation

In every city and town the Lord passed along the way, O King, the people
came forward to worship Him with offerings of arghya water in their hands, as

if to worship the risen sun surrounded by planets.

Purport
Here the sages traveling with Krsna on His chariot are likened to planets around the

sun.

SB 10.86.20
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anarta-dhanva-kuru-jangala-kanka-matsya-

pafcala-kunti-madhu-kekaya-kosalarnah
anye ca tan-mukha-sarojam udara-hdasa-

snigdheksanam nrpa papur drsibhir nr-naryah
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Synonyms

anarta — the people of Anarta (the region in which Dvaraka is situated); dhanva —
the desert (of Gujarat and Rajasthan); kuru-jarigala — the region of the Kuru forests
(the districts of Thaneswar and Kuruksetra); karika — Kanka; matsya — Matsya (the
kingdoms of Jaipur and Aloyar); paficala — the districts surrounding both banks of
the Ganges; kunti — Malava; madhu — Mathura; kekaya — in northeast Punjab, the
region between the Satadru and Vipasa rivers; kosala — the ancient kingdom of Lord
Ramacandra, stretching from the northern border of Kasi to the Himalayas; arnah —
and the kingdom bordering Mithila on the east; anye — others; ca — also; tat — His;
mukha — face; sarojam — lotus; udara — generous; hasa — with its smiles; snigdha
— and affectionate; tksanam — glances; nrpa — O King; papuh — drank; drsibhih —

with their eyes; nr-naryah — the men and women.

Translation

The men and women of Anarta, Dhanva, Kuru-jangala, Kanka, Matsya,
Paiicala, Kunti, Madhu, Kekaya, Kosala, Arna and many other kingdoms drank
with their eyes the nectarean beauty of Lord Krsna’s lotuslike face, which was

graced with generous smiles and affectionate glances.

SB 10.86.21
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tebhyah sva-viksana-vinasta-tamisra-drgbhyah
ksemam tri-loka-gurur artha-drsam ca yacchan
Srnvan dig-anta-dhavalam sva-yaso ’Subha-ghnam

gitam surair nrbhir agdc chanakair videhan

Synonyms
tebhyah — to them; sva — His; viksana — by the glance; vinasta — destroyed;
tamisra — the darkness; drgbhyah — of whose eyes; ksemam — fearlessness; tri —
three; loka — of the worlds; guruh — the spiritual master; artha-drsam — spiritual
vision; ca — and; yacchan — bestowing; §rmvan — hearing; dik — of the directions;
anta — the ends; dhavalam — which purify; sva — His; yasah — glories; asubha —

inauspiciousness; ghnam — which eradicate; gitam — sung; suraih — by demigods;
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nrbhih — and by men; agat — He came; sanakaih — gradually; videhan — to the

kingdom of Videha.

Translation
Simply by glancing at those who came to see Him, Lord Krsna, the spiritual
master of the three worlds, delivered them from the blindness of materialism.
As He thus endowed them with fearlessness and divine vision, He heard
demigods and men singing His glories, which purify the entire universe and

destroy all misfortune. Gradually, He reached Videha.

Purport
Srila Jiva Gosvami raises the logical question of how the ordinary people along the
path could even see the Lord, since not only were their eyes covered by ignorance,
but the Lord’s chariot was traveling faster than the wind. Supplying the answer, Srila
Jiva indicates that Lord Krsna’s special glance of mercy empowered every one of
them with the devotional purity required for entering into His association.
Otherwise, He would have remained outside the scope of their power to see, as He
Himself states in His instructions to Uddhava: bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah. “I can be

perceived only by devotion.” (Bhag. 11.14.21) By the grammatical rule of compound

formation known as eka-$esa, the term sta-viksana-vinasta-tamisra-drgbhyah, although
in its primary sense inflected as a masculine noun, may be understood in this context

as referring to both men and women.

SB 10.86.22
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te ’cyutam praptam akarnya
paurd janapada nrpa
abhiyur muditds tasmai

grhitarhana-panayah

Synonyms
te — they; acyutam — Lord Krsna; praptam — arrived; akarnya — hearing; paurah —
the people of the city; janapadah — and of the villages; nrpa — O King; abhiyuh —
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came forward; muditah — joyful; tasmai — to Him; grhita — holding; arhana —

offerings to present to Him; panayah — in their hands.

Translation

Hearing that Lord Acyuta had arrived, O King, the residents of the cities and
villages of Videha joyfully came forth to receive Him with offerings in their

hands.

SB 10.86.23
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drstva ta uttamah-slokam
prity-utphulananasayah
kair dhrtafjalibhir nemuh

Sruta-parvams tatha munin

Synonyms

drstva — seeing; te — they; uttamah-slokam — Lord Krsna, who is praised in sublime

poetry; priti — with love; utphulla — broadly blossoming; anana — their faces;
asayah — and hearts; kaih — on their heads; dhrta — held; afijalibhih — with joined
palms; nemuh — they bowed down; §ruta — heard of; piirvan — before; tatha — also;

munin — to the sages.

Translation
As soon as the people saw Lord Uttamahsloka, their faces and hearts
blossomed with affection. Joining their palms above their heads, they bowed
down to the Lord and to the sages accompanying Him, whom they had

previously only heard about.

SB 10.86.24
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svanugrahdya sampraptam

manvanau tam jagad-gurum
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maithilah srutadevas ca

padayoh petatuh prabhoh

Synonyms
sta — to himself; anugrahdya — for showing mercy; sampraptam — now; manyvanau
— both thinking; tam — Him; jagat — of the universe; gurum — the spiritual master;
maithilah — the King of Mithila; srutadevah — Srutadeva; ca — and; padayoh — at
the feet; petatuh — fell; prabhoh — of the Lord.

Translation
Both the King of Mithila and Srutadeva fell at the Lord’s feet, each thinking
that the spiritual master of the universe had come there just to show him

mercy.

SB 10.86.25
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nyamantrayetam dasarham
atithyena saha dvijaih
maithilah srutadevas ca

yugapat samhatanjali

Synonyms

nyamantrayetam — they both invited; dasarham — Krsna, the descendant of Dasarha;

atithyena — to be their guest; saha — along with; dvijaih — the brahmanas; maithilah
— Bahulasva; §rutadevah — Srutadeva; ca — and; yugapat — simultaneously;

samhata — held firmly together; afijali — whose palms.

Translation

At exactly the same time, King Maithila and Srutadeva each went forward with
joined palms and invited the Lord of the Dasarhas to be his guest, along with

the brahmana sages.

SB 10.86.26
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bhagavams tad abhipretya
dvayoh priya-cikirsaya
ubhayor avisad geham

ubhabhyam tad-alaksitah

Synonyms
bhagavan — the Supreme Lord; tat — this; abhipretya — accepting; dvayoh — of the
two of them; priya — the pleasing; cikirsaya — wishing to do; ubhayoh — of both;
avisat — He entered; gecham — the houses; ubhabhyam — to both; tat — in that

(entering of the other’s house); alaksitah — unseen.

Translation
Wanting to please them both, the Lord accepted both their invitations. Thus

He simultaneously went to both homes, and neither could see Him entering

the other’s house.

Purport
According to Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti, Krsna visited Srutadeva and Bahulasva at
the same time by manifesting Himself in duplicate forms, along with the sages. Thus
King Bahulasva thought that Lord Krsna had come only to his house, leaving
Srutadeva to return home disappointed, while Srutadeva believed that just the

reverse was the case.

In Krsna, Srila Prabhupada remarks: “That [Lord Krsna] and His companions were
present in both houses, although both the brahmana and the King thought He was
present in his house only, is another opulence of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. This opulence is described in the revealed scriptures as vaibhava-prakasa.
Similarly, when Lord Krsna married sixteen thousand wives, He also expanded
Himself into sixteen thousand forms, each one of them as powerful as He Himself.
Similarly, in Vrndavana, when Brahma stole away Krsna’s cows, calves and cowherd

boys, Krsna expanded Himself into many new cows, calves and cowherd boys.”

SB 10.86.27-29
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srantan apy atha tan diiraj

janakah sva-grhagatan
anitesy asanagryesu
sukhasinan maha-manah
pravrddha-bhaktya uddharsa-
hrdayasravileksanah
natva tad-anghrin praksalya
tad-apo loka-pavanih
sa-kutumbo vahan miirdhna
pujayam cakra iSvaran
gandha-malyambarakalpa-

dhiipa-diparghya-go-vrsaih

Synonyms
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srantan — fatigued; api — indeed; atha — then; tan — them; darat — from a

distance; janakah — King Bahulasva, a descendant of Janaka; sva — to his; grha —

home; agatan — come; anitesu — which were brought out; dsana — on seats; agryesu

— excellent; sukha — comfortably; asinan — seated; maha-manah — very intelligent;

pravrddha — intense; bhaktya — with devotion; ut-dharsa — overjoyed; hrdaya —

whose heart; asra — with tears; avila — clouded; iksanah — whose eyes; natva —

bowing down; tat — their; arighrin — feet; praksalya — washing; tat — from that;

apah — the water; loka — the whole world; pavanih — able to purify; sa — together

with; kutumbah — his family; yahan — carrying; mirdhna — on his head; piijayam

cakre — he worshiped; iSvaran — the lords; gandha — with fragrant (sandalwood)

paste; malya — flower garlands; ambara — clothing; akalpa — jewelry; dhiipa —

incense; dipa — lamps; arghya — arghya water; go — cows; vrsaih — and bulls.

Translation
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When King Bahulasva, a descendant of Janaka, saw Lord Krsna approaching
his house from a distance with the sages, who were somewhat fatigued from
the journey, he immediately arranged to have seats of honor brought out for
them. After they were all comfortably seated, the wise King, his heart
overflowing with joy and his eyes clouded by tears, bowed down to them and
washed their feet with intense devotion. Taking the wash water, which could
purify the entire world, he sprinkled it on his head and the heads of his family
members. Then he worshiped all those great lords by offering them fragrant
sandalwood paste, flower garlands, fine clothing and ornaments, incense,

lamps, arghya and cows and bulls.

Purport
Srila Prabhupada comments: “Bahulasva, the King of Videha, was very intelligent
and was a perfect gentleman. He was astonished that so many great sages, along
with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, were personally present in his home. He
knew perfectly well that conditioned souls engaged in worldly affairs cannot be one-
hundred-percent pure whereas the Supreme Personality of Godhead and His pure
devotees are always transcendental to worldly contamination. Therefore, when he
found that the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, and all the great sages were
at his home, he was astonished, and he began to thank Lord Krsna for His causeless

mercy.”

The word isvara in this verse refers not only to the Supreme Lord but also to the
exalted sages in His company; this is confirmed by Acaryas Sridhara Svami and

Visvanatha Cakravarti.

SB 10.86.30
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vdaca madhuraya prinann
idam ahanna-tarpitan
padayv arika-gatau visnoh

samsprsafi chanakair muda

Synonyms
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vdca — in a voice; madhuraya — gentle; prinan — trying to please them; idam —
this; aha — he said; anna — with food; tarpitan — who had been gratified; padau —
the feet; arika — on his lap; gatau — situated; visnoh — of Lord Krsna; samsprsan —

massaging; sanakaih — slowly; muda — happily.

Translation
When they had eaten to their full satisfaction, for their further pleasure the
King began to speak slowly and in a gentle voice as he held Lord Visnu’s feet

in his lap and happily massaged them.

SB 10.86.31
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$ri-bahuldsva uvaca
bhavan hi sarva-bhiitanam
atma saksi sva-drg vibho
atha nas tvat-padambhojam

smaratam darsanam gatah

Synonyms

sri-bahulasvah uvaca — Sri Bahulasva said; bhavan — You; hi — indeed; sarva — of

all; bhitanam — created beings; atma — the Supreme Soul; saksi — the witness; sva-
drk — self-illumined; vibho — O almighty one; atha — thus; nah — to us; tvat —

Your; pada-ambhojam — lotus feet; smaratam — who are remembering; dar§anam

gatah — have become visible.

Translation

Sri Bahulasva said: O almighty Lord, You are the Soul of all created beings,
their self-illumined witness, and now You are giving Your audience to us, who

constantly meditate on Your lotus feet.

Purport

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti explains Bahulasva’s inner thoughts as follows:

Bahulasva glorifies Lord Krsna as the inspiring Soul of all life and consciousness,
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thinking that even an inert dullard like himself could be awakened to devotional
awareness by His mercy. He glorifies the Lord as the witness of all pious and
impious actions, confident that the Lord remembers whatever little devotional
service he has ever done. And he glorifies Him as self-illumined, never needing to be
enlightened or informed by any external source, with the knowledge that the Lord

has always been aware of Bahulasva’s long-cherished secret desire to see Him.

SB 10.86.32
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sva-vacas tad rtam kartum

asmad-drg-gocaro bhavan
yad atthaikanta-bhaktan me

nanantah $rir ajah priyah

Synonyms
sva — Your own; vacah — statement; tat — that; rtam — true; kartum — to make;
asmat — our; drk — to the eyes; gocarah — accessible; bhavan — You; yat — which;
attha — spoke; eka-anta — with a single aim; bhaktat — than the devotee; me — my;
na — not; anantah — Lord Ananta; §rih — Goddess Sri; gjah — unborn Brahma;

priyah — more dear.

Translation

You have said, “Neither Ananta, Goddess Sri nor unborn Brahma is dearer to
Me than My unalloyed devotee.” To prove Your own words true, You have

now revealed Yourself to our eyes.

SB 10.86.33
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ko nu tvac-caranambhojam
evam-vid visrjet puman
niskificananam $antanam

muninam yas tvam atma-dah
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Synonyms

kah — who; nu — at all; tvat — Your; carana-ambhojam — lotus feet; evam — like

this; vit — being in knowledge; visrjet — would abandon; puman — person;

niskificananam — for those who have no material possessions; §antanam — who are

peaceful; muninam — sages; yah — who; tvam — You; atma — Yourself; dah —

giving.

Translation

What person who knows this truth would ever abandon Your lotus feet, when
You are ready to give Your very self to peaceful sages who call nothing their

own ?

SB 10.86.34
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yo ’vatirya yador vamse
nrnam samsaratam iha
yaso vitene tac-chantyai

trai-lokya-vrjinapaham

Synonyms
yah — who; avatirya — descending; yadoh — of Yadu; vamse — into the dynasty;
nrnam — for people; samsaratam — who are caught up in the cycle of birth and
death; tha — in this world; yasah — Your fame; vitene — has disseminated; tat — of
that (material existence); §antyai — for the stopping; trai-lokya — of the three

worlds; vrjina — the sins; apaham — which removes.

Translation

Appearing in the Yadu dynasty, You have spread Your glories, which can
remove all the sins of the three worlds, just to deliver those entrapped in the

cycle of birth and death.

SB 10.86.35
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namas tubhyam bhagavate
krsnayakuntha-medhase
narayandya rsaye

su-Santam tapa iyuse

Synonyms
namah — obeisances; tubhyam — to You; bhagavate — the Supreme Lord; krsnaya —

Krsna; akuntha — unconstricted; medhase — whose intelligence; nardyandya rsaye —

to the sage Nara-Narayana; su-$antam — perfectly peaceful; tapah — austerities;

iyuse — undergoing.

Translation
Obeisances to You, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Krsna, whose
intelligence is ever unrestricted. Obeisances to the sage Nara-Narayana, who

always undergoes austerities in perfect peace.

Purport
Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti comments that the King offered these prayers to
encourage Lord Krsna to remain at his home for some days. The King thought,
“Since contact with the Supreme Lord can free anyone from misconceptions and
doubts, Krsna’s presence in my home will fortify my intelligence so that I can
withstand the onslaughts of material desires. In His expansion as Nara-Narayana Rsi,
the Lord always resides in Badarikasrama for the good of the whole land of Bharata,
and so He may also create good fortune for the land of Mithila by remaining here for
at least a few days. Since Lord Krsna’s propensity is toward peace and simplicity, He

will certainly prefer my simple home to the excessive opulence of Dvaraka.”

SB 10.86.36
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dinani katicid bhiiman

grhan no nivasa dvijaih
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sametah pada-rajasa

punihidam nimeh kulam
Synonyms
dinani — days; katicit — a few; bhiiman — O omnipresent one; grhan — in the home;
nah — our; nivasa — please dwell; dvijaih — by the brahmanas; sametah — joined;
pada — of Your feet; rajasa — with the dust; punihi — please sanctify; idam — this;

nimeh — of King Nimi; kulam — the dynasty.

Translation

Please stay a few days in our house, along with these brahmanas, O all-

pervading one, and with the dust of Your feet sanctify this dynasty of Nimi.

SB 10.86.37
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ity upamantrito rajna

bhagaval loka-bhavanah
uvasa kurvan kalyanam

mithilda-nara-yositam
Synonyms
iti — thus; upamantritah — invited; rajfia — by the King; bhagavan — the Supreme
Lord; loka — of the entire world; bhavanah — the maintainer; uvasa — resided;

kurvan — creating; kalyanam — good fortune; mithila — of the city of Mithila; nara

— for the men; yositam — and women.

Translation

[Sukadeva Gosvami continued:] Thus invited by the King, the Supreme Lord,
sustainer of the world, consented to stay for some time to bestow good fortune

on the men and women of Mithila.

SB 10.86.38
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Srutadevo ’‘cyutam praptam
sva-grharn janako yatha
natva munin su-samhrsto

dhunvan vdso nanarta ha

Synonyms
$rutadevah — Srutadeva; acyutam — Lord Krsna; praptam — obtained; sva-grhan — at
his house; janakah — Bahulasva; yatha — just as; natva — bowing down; munin — to
the sages; su — very much; samhrstah — delighted; dhunvan — waving; vasah — his

cloth; nanarta ha — he danced.

Translation
Srutadeva received Lord Acyuta into his home with as much enthusiasm as
that shown by King Bahulasva. After bowing down to the Lord and the sages,

Srutadeva began to dance with great joy, waving his shawl.

SB 10.86.39
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trna-pitha-brsisv etan
anitestipavesya sah
svagatenabhinandyanghrin

sa-bharyo *vanije muda

Synonyms
trna — of grass; pitha — on seats; brsisu — and on mats of darbha; etan — them;
anitesu — which were brought; upavesya — making sit; sah — he; sva-agatena —
with words of welcome; abhinandya — greeting them; arighrin — their feet; sa-
bharyah — together with his wife; avanije — washed; muda — with pleasure.

Translation
After bringing mats of grass and darbha straw and seating his guests upon
them, he greeted them with words of welcome. Then he and his wife washed

their feet with great pleasure.
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Purport

To provide even this simple welcome, Srutadeva had to go next door to his
neighbors and borrow extra mats. This insight is provided by Srila Vi§vanatha

Cakravarti.

SB 10.86.40
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tad-ambhasa maha-bhaga

atmanam sa-grhanvayam
snapayam cakra uddharso

labdha-sarva-manorathah

Synonyms
tat — with that; ambhasa — water; maha-bhagah — very pious; atmanam — himself;

sa — along with; grha — his house; anvayam — and his family; snapayam cakre — he

bathed; uddharsah — overjoyed; labdha — having attained; sarva — all; manah-

rathah — desires.

Translation
With the wash water, the virtuous Srutadeva copiously sprinkled himself, his
house and his family. Overjoyed, he felt that all his desires had now been

fulfilled.
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phalarhanosira-sivamrtambubhir
mrda surabhya tulasi-kusambuyaih
aradhayam asa yathopapannaya

saparyaya sattva-vivardhanandhasa

Synonyms
phala — of fruits; arhana — with offerings; usira — with a kind of aromatic root;

siva — pure; amrta — nectar-sweet; ambubhih — and with water; mrda — with clay;
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surabhya — fragrant; tulasi — tulasi leaves; kusa — kusa grass; ambujaih — and lotus
flowers; aradhayam asa — he worshiped them; yatha — as; upapannaya — could be
obtained; saparyaya — with items of worship; sattva — the mode of goodness;

vivardhana — which increases; andhasa — with food.

Translation

He worshiped them with offerings of auspicious items easily available to him,
such as fruits, usira root, pure, nectarean water, fragrant clay, tulasi leaves,
kusa grass and lotus flowers. Then he offered them food that increases the

mode of goodness.

SB 10.86.42
I T Pl FHFIH] TEFEHU Ufiae T |
J: FEHISUTERY]H: PO ARITHDATHIR: 1| 82 I
sa tarkayam dasa kuto mamany abhiit
grhandha-kiipe patitasya sarigamah
yah sarva-tirthaspada-pada-renubhih

krsnena casyatma-niketa-bhiisuraih

Synonyms
sah — he; tarkayam asa — tried to understand; kutah — for what reason; mama —
for me; anu — indeed; abhiit — has happened; grha — of home; andha — blind; kiipe
— in the well; patitasya — fallen; sarigamah — association; yah — which; sarva — of
all; tirtha — holy places; aspada — which is the shelter; pada — of whose feet;
renubhih — the dust; krsnena — with Lord Krsna; ca — also; asya — this; atma — of

Himself; niketa — who are the place of residence; bhii-suraih — with the brahmanas.

Translation
He wondered: How is it that I, fallen into the blind well of family life, have
been able to meet Lord Krsna? And how have I also been allowed to meet
these great brahmanas, who always carry the Lord within their hearts?

Indeed, the dust of their feet is the shelter of all holy places.
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stipavistan krtatithyan
Srutadeva upasthitah
sa-bharya-svajanapatya

uvacanghry-abhimarsanah

Synonyms
su-upavistan — comfortably seated; krta — having been shown; atithyan —
hospitality; srutadevah — Srutadeva; upasthitah — sitting near them; sa-bharya —
along with his wife; sya-jana — relatives; apatyah — and children; uyaca — he

spoke; arighri — (Lord Krsna’s) feet; abhimarsanah — massaging.

Translation
When his guests were seated comfortably, having each received a proper
welcome, Srutadeva approached them and sat down nearby with his wife,
children and other dependents. Then, while massaging the Lord’s feet, he

addressed Krsna and the sages.
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Srutadeva uvaca

nadya no dar§anam praptah
param parama-ptrusah
yarhidam $aktibhih srstva
pravisto hy atma-sattaya

Synonyms

$rutadevah uvdca — Srutadeva said; na — not; adya — today; nah — by us; darsanam

— vision; praptah — obtained; param — only; parama — the supreme; pirusah —
person; yarhi — when; idam — this (universe); saktibhih — with His energies; srstva
— creating; pravistah — entered; hi — indeed; atma — His own; sattaya — in the

state of existence.
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Translation
Srutadeva said: It is not that we have attained the audience of the Supreme
Person only today, for we have in fact been associating with Him ever since He
created this universe with His energies and then entered it in His

transcendental form.

SB 10.86.45
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yatha sayanah puruso
manasaivatma-mdyaya
srstva lokam param svapnam

anuvisyavabhdsate

Synonyms
yatha — as; $ayanah — sleeping; purusah — a person; manasd — with his mind; eva
— alone; atma — own; mayaya — by his imagination; srstva — creating; lokam — a
world; param — separate; svapnam — dream; anuvisya — entering; avabhdsate — he

appears.

Translation

The Lord is like a sleeping person who creates a separate world in his

imagination and then enters his own dream and sees himself within it.

Purport
In the illusion of his dream, a sleeping person creates an apparent world, complete
with cities populated by the fictional products of his imagination. In somewhat the
same way, the Lord manifests the cosmos. Of course, the creation is not illusory for
the Lord, but it is for those souls who are put under the control of His Maya potency.
As her service to the Lord, Maya deludes the conditioned souls into accepting as real

her temporary, insubstantial manifestations.
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Srmvatam gadatam sasvad
arcatam tvabhivandatam
nrnam samvadatam antar

hrdi bhasy amalatmanam

Synonyms
srnvatam — for those who are hearing; gadatam — speaking; sasvat — constantly;
arcatam — worshiping; tva — You; abhivandatam — offering praise; nrnam — for
men; samyvadatam — conversing; antah — within; hrdi — the heart; bhdsi — You

appear; amala — spotless; dtmanam — whose minds.

Translation
You reveal Yourself within the hearts of those persons of pure consciousness

who constantly hear about You, chant about You, worship You, glorify You

and converse with one another about You.

SB 10.86.47
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hrdi-stho ’py ati-diira-sthah
karma-viksipta-cetasam
atma-saktibhir agrahyo
‘py anty upeta-gunatmanam

Synonyms
hrdi — in the heart; sthah — situated; api — although; ati — very; diira-sthah — far
away; karma — by material activities; viksipta — disturbed; cetasam — for those
whose minds; atma — by one’s own; $aktibhih — powers; agrahyah — not to be taken
hold of; api — although; anti — near; upeta — realized; guna — Your qualities;

atmanam — by whose hearts.

Translation
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But although You reside within the heart, You are very far away from those
whose minds are disturbed by their entanglement in material work. Indeed, no
one can grasp You by his material powers, for You reveal Yourself only in the

hearts of those who have learned to appreciate Your transcendental qualities.

Purport
The all-merciful Lord is in everyone’s heart. Seeing Him there, however, is possible
only when one’s heart is completely purified. Materialists may demand that God
prove His existence by coming into view as a result of their empirical investigations,

but God has no need to respond to such impudence. As Lord Krsna states in

Bhagavad-gita (7.25):

naham prakasah sarvasya
yoga-maya-samavrtah
miidho ’yam nabhijanati
loko mam ajam avyayam
“I am never manifest to the foolish and unintelligent. For them I am covered by My

internal potency, and therefore they do not know that I am unborn and infallible.”

SB 10.86.48
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namo ’stu te ’dhyatma-vidam paratmane

andatmane svatma-vibhakta-mrtyave
sa-karanakarana-lingam iyuse

sva-mayayasamvrta-ruddha-drstaye

Synonyms
namah — obeisances; astu — may there be; te — unto You; adhyatma — the Absolute
Truth; vidam — for those who know; para-atmane — the Supreme Soul; anatmane —
to the conditioned jiva soul; sva-atma — from Yourself (in the form of time); vibhakta
— who gives; mrtyave — death; sa-karana — having a cause; akarana — having no

cause; lingam — the forms (respectively, the material form of the universe and also
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Your original spiritual form); iyuse — who assume; sva-mayaya — by Your own

mystic potency; asamyrta — uncovered; ruddha — and blocked; drstaye — vision.

Translation
Let me offer my obeisances unto You. You are realized as the Supreme Soul by
those who know the Absolute Truth, whereas in Your form of time You impose
death upon the forgetful souls. You appear both in Your causeless spiritual
form and in the created form of this universe, thus simultaneously uncovering

the eyes of Your devotees and obstructing the vision of the nondevotees.

Purport
When the Lord appears before His devotees in His eternal, spiritual form, their eyes
become “uncovered” in the sense that all vestiges of illusion are dispelled and they
drink in the beautiful vision of the Absolute Truth, the Personality of Godhead. For
the nondevotees, on the other hand, the Lord “appears” as material nature, His
universal form, and in this way He covers their vision so that His spiritual, personal

form remains invisible to them.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti gives another interpretation of this verse, based on an
alternative understanding of anatmane, a form of the word anatma: Various classes of
men know the Absolute Truth in different ways. The devotees of the Lord who are in
the reciprocal mood of neutral admiration (Santa-rasa) meditate on the Supreme as
possessing a divine, personal form (atma or sri-vigraha) transcending all aspects of
material illusion. The impersonal philosophers (jfianis) conceive of Him as formless

(anatma). And the envious demons see Him in the form of death.
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sa tvam Sadhi sva-bhrtyan nah
kim deva karavama he
etad-anto nrnam kleso

yad bhavan aksi-gocarah

Synonyms
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sah — He; tvam — You; sadhi — please order; sva — Your; bhrtyan — servants; nah
— us; kim — what; deva — O Lord; karavama — we should do; he — oh; etat —
having this; antah — as its end; nrnam — of humans; kleSah — the troubles; yat —

that; bhavan — Your good self; aksi — to the eyes; go-carah — visible.

Translation
O Lord, You are that Supreme Soul, and we are Your servants. How shall we
serve You? My Lord, simply seeing You puts an end to all the troubles of

human life.
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$ri-Suka uvdca
tad-uktam ity upakarnya
bhagavan pranatarti-ha
grhitva panina panim
prahasams tam uvaca ha
Synonyms
§ri-§ukah uvaca — Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said; tat — by him (Srutadeva); uktam —
what was spoken; iti — thus; upakarnya — hearing; bhagavan — the Supreme Lord;
pranata — of the surrendered; arti — of distress; ha — the destroyer; grhitva —
taking; panina — with His hand; panim — his hand; prahasan — smiling broadly;

tam — to him; uvdca ha — said.

Translation
Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said: After hearing Srutadeva speak these words, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who relieves His surrendered devotees’
distress, took Srutadeva’s hand in His own and, smiling, spoke to him as

follows.

Purport
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Acarya Visvanatha comments that Lord Krsna took Srutadeva’s hand and smiled as a
gesture of friendship, to tell Him, “Yes, you know the truth about Me, and I also

know all about you. So now I will tell you something special.”

SB 10.86.51
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sri-bhagavan uvaca
brahmams te ’‘nugraharthaya
sampraptan viddhy amiin munin
saficaranti maya lokan

punantah pada-renubhih

Synonyms

sri-bhagavan uvaca — the Supreme Lord said; brahman — O brahmana; te — your;
anugraha — of bestowing benedictions; arthdya — for the purpose; sampraptan —
come; viddhi — you should know; amiin — these; munin — sages; saficaranti — they
wander; maya — together with Me; lokan — all the worlds; punantah — purifying;
pada — of their feet; renubhih — with the dust.

Translation

The Supreme Lord said: My dear brahmana, you should know that these great
sages have come here just to bless you. They travel throughout the worlds

with Me, purifying them with the dust of their feet.

Purport

Srila Sridhara Svami explains that Lord Krsna thought Srutadeva had shown too
much reverence to Him and not enough to the sages, and thus He turned the

brahmana’s attention to them.

SB 10.86.52
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devah ksetrani tirthani
darsana-sparsanarcanaih
Sanaih punanti kalena

tad apy arhattameksaya

Synonyms
devah — temple deities; ksetrani — pilgrimage sites; tirthani — and sacred rivers;
darsana — by being seen; sparsana — being touched; arcanaih — and being
worshiped; sanaih — gradually; punanti — purify; kalena — with time; tat api — the
same; arhat-tama — of those (brahmanas) who are most worshipable; iksaya — by

the glance.

Translation

One can gradually become purified by seeing, touching and worshiping temple
deities, places of pilgrimage and holy rivers. But one can attain the same

result immediately simply by receiving the glance of exalted sages.

Purport
Rather than remaining in seclusion and concentrating on their own perfection,
Vaisnava brahmanas of the highest order dedicate their lives to sharing the
benediction of the Lord’s devotional service. In the words of the sons of King

Pracinabarhi:

tesam vicaratam padbhyam
tirthanam pavanecchaya
bhitasya kim na roceta

tavakanam samagamah

“Dear Lord, Your personal associates, Your devotees, wander all over the world to
purify even the holy places of pilgrimage. Is not such activity pleasing to those who

are actually afraid of material existence?” (Bhag. 4.30.37) And Prahlada Maharaja

says:

prayena deva munayah sva-vimukti-kama

maunam caranti vijane na parartha-nisthah
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naitan vihdaya krpanan vimumuksa eko

nanyam tvad asya saranam bhramato ’nupasye

“My dear Lord Nrsihhadeva, I see that there are many saintly persons indeed, but
they are interested only in their own deliverance. Not caring for the big cities and
towns, they go to the Himalayas or the forest to meditate with vows of silence
[mauna-vrata]. They are not interested in delivering others. As for me, however, I do
not wish to be liberated alone, leaving aside all these poor fools and rascals. I know
that without Krsna consciousness, without taking shelter of Your lotus feet, one

cannot be happy. Therefore I wish to bring them back to shelter at Your lotus feet.”

(Bhag. 7.9.44)

SB 10.86.53
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brahmano janmana sreyan

sarvesam praninam iha
tapasa vidyaya tustya
kim u mat-kalaya yutah

Synonyms
brahmanah — a brahmana; janmana — by his birth; sreyan — the best; sarvesam — of
all; praninam — living beings; iha — in this world; tapasa — by his austerity; vidyaya
— by his learning; tustya — by his satisfaction; kim u — what more, then; mat —

upon Me; kalaya — with loving meditation; yutah — endowed.

Translation

By his very birth, a brahmana is the best of all living beings in this world, and
he becomes even more exalted when he is endowed with austerity, learning

and self-satisfaction, what to speak of devotion to Me.

SB 10.86.54
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na brahmanan me dayitam
riipam etac catur-bhujam
sarva-veda-mayo viprah

sarva-deva-mayo hy aham

Synonyms
na — not; brahmanat — than a brahmana; me — to Me; dayitam — more dear; rilpam
— personal form; etat — this; catuh-bhujam — four-armed; sarva — all; veda — the
Vedas; mayah — comprising; viprah — a learned brahmana; sarva — all; deva — the

demigods; mayah — comprising; hi — indeed; aham — 1.

Translation
Even My own four-armed form is no dearer to Me than a brahmana. Within
himself a learned brahmana comprises all the Vedas, just as within Myself I

comprise all the demigods.

Purport
It is understood from the Vedic science of epistemology, the Nydya-§astra, that
knowledge of an object (prameya) depends on a valid means of knowing (pramana).
The Supreme Personality of Godhead can be known only by means of the Vedas, and
thus He relies on the brahmana sages, who are the Vedas personified, to reveal Him
in this world. Even though Lord Krsna embodies all the demigods and visnu-tattva

expansions of Narayana, He considers Himself obliged to the brahmanas.

SB 10.86.55
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dusprajfia aviditvaivam
avajananty asityavah
gurum mam vipram atmanam
arcaday ijya-drstayah
Synonyms
dusprajiiah — those of corrupted intelligence; aviditva — failing to understand; evam

— in this way; avajananti — neglect; asiityavah — and behave enviously toward,;
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gurum — their spiritual master; mam — Me; vipram — the learned brahmana;
atmanam — their own self; arca-adaii — in the visibly manifest Deity of the Lord,;

ijya — as being worshipable; drstayah — whose vision.

Translation
Ignorant of this truth, foolish people neglect and enviously offend a learned
brahmana, who, being nondifferent from Me, is their spiritual master and very
self. They consider worshipable only such obvious manifestations of divinity

as My Deity form.

SB 10.86.56
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caracaram idam visvam

bhava ye casya hetavah
mad-ripaniti cetasy
adhatte vipro mad-iksaya

Synonyms
cara — moving; acaram — and nonmoving; idam — this; viSvam — universe; bhavah
— elemental categories; ye — which; ca — and; asya — its; hetavah — sources; mat
— My, riipani — forms; iti — such a thought; cetasi — within his mind; adhatte —

maintains; viprah — a brahmana; mat — of Me; iksaya — by his perception.

Translation

Because he has realized Me, a brahmana is firmly fixed in the knowledge that
everything moving and nonmoving in the universe, and also the primary

elements of its creation, are all manifest forms expanded from Me.

SB 10.86.57
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tasmad brahma-rsin etan

brahman mac-chraddhayarcaya
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evam ced arcito ’smy addha
nanyatha bhiri-bhiitibhih

Synonyms
tasmat — therefore; brahma-rsin — brahmana sages; etan — these; brahman — O
brahmana (Srutadeva); mat — (as you have) for Me; §raddhaya — with faith; arcaya
— just worship; evam — thus; cet — if (you do); arcitah — worshiped; asmi — I will
be; addha — directly; na — not; anyatha — otherwise; bhiiri — vast; bhiitibhih —

with riches.

Translation
Therefore you should worship these brahmana sages, O brahmana, with the
same faith you have in Me. If you do so, you will worship Me directly, which

you cannot do otherwise, even with offerings of vast riches.

SB 10.86.58
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§ri-Suka uvdca
sa ittham prabhunadistah
saha-krsnan dvijottaman
aradhyaikatma-bhavena

maithilas capa sad-gatim

Synonyms
$ri-Sukah uvaca — Sukadeva Gosvami said; sah — he (Srutadeva); ittham — in this
manner; prabhunda — by his Lord; adistah — instructed; saha — accompanying;
krsnan — Lord Krsna; dvija — the brahmanas; uttaman — most exalted; aradhya — by
worshiping; eka-atma — single-minded; bhavena — with devotion; maithilah — the
King of Mithila; ca — also; apa — attained; sat — transcendental; gatim — the

ultimate destination.

Translation
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Sri Suka said: So instructed by his Lord, with single-minded devotion
Srutadeva worshiped Sri Krsna and the topmost brahmanas accompanying
Him, and King Bahulasva did the same. Thus both Srutadeva and the King

attained the ultimate transcendental destination.

SB 10.86.59

TG TJUhAT IS A FhI R |
STy AR gaRadET 1l YR i

evam sva-bhaktayo rdjan
bhagavan bhakta-bhaktiman
usitvadisya san-margam

punar dvaravatim agat

Synonyms
evam — thus; sva — His; bhaktayoh — with the two devotees; rajan — O King
(Pariksit); bhagavan — the Supreme Lord; bhakta — to His devotees; bhakti-man —

who is devoted; usitva — staying; adisya — teaching; sat — of pure saints; margam —

the path; punah — again; dvaravatim — to Dvaraka; agat — He went.

Translation

O King, thus the Personality of Godhead, who is devoted to His own devotees,
stayed for some time with His two great devotees Srutadeva and Bahulasva,
teaching them the behavior of perfect saints. Then the Lord returned to

Dvaraka.

Purport
In his narration of this pastime in Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada concludes: “The instruction we
receive from this incident is that King Bahulasva and Srutadeva the brahmana were
accepted by the Lord on the same level because both were pure devotees. This is the
real qualification for being recognized by the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Because it has become the fashion of this age to become falsely proud of having
taken birth in the family of a ksatriya or a brahmana, we see persons without any

qualification claiming to be brahmana or ksatriya or vaiSya. But as it is stated in the
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scriptures, kalau Sitidra-sambhava: ‘In this Age of Kali, everyone is born a siidra.’ This
is because there is no performance of the purificatory process known as samskaras,
which begin from the time of the mother’s pregnancy and continue up to the point
of the individual’s death. No one can be classified as a member of a particular caste,
especially of a higher caste — brahmana, ksatriya or vaiSya — simply by birthright. If
one is not purified by the process of the seed-giving ceremony, or garbhadhana-
samskara, he is immediately classified among the siidras because only the $iidras do
not undergo this purificatory process. Sex life without the purificatory process of
Krsna consciousness is merely the seed-giving process of the siidras or the animals.
But Krsna consciousness is the highest perfection, by which everyone can come to
the platform of a Vaisnava. This includes having all the qualifications of a brahmana.
The Vaisnavas are trained to become freed from the four kinds of sinful activities —
illicit sex, indulgence in intoxicants, gambling and eating animal foodstuffs. No one
can be on the brahminical platform without having these preliminary qualifications,

and without becoming a qualified brahmana, one cannot become a pure devotee.”

Thus end the purports of the humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada to the Tenth Canto, Eighty-sixth Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam,

entitled “Arjuna Kidnaps Subhadra, and Krsna Blesses His Devotees.”
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