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CHAPTER SEVENTY-NINE

Lord Balarama Goes on Pilgrimage

This chapter describes how Lord Baladeva satisfied the brahmanas by killing Balvala,
bathed at various holy pilgrimage sites and attempted to dissuade Bhimasena and

Duryodhana from fighting.

At the sacrificial arena of the sages at Naimisaranya forest, a harsh wind began to
blow on the new-moon day, spreading the obnoxious smell of pus and obscuring
everything with dust. The demon Balvala then appeared there with a trident in his
hand, his massive body pitch black and his face very frightening. Lord Baladeva
caught the demon with His plow and then struck him a ferocious blow on the head
with His club, killing him. The sages chanted Lord Baladeva’s glories and presented

Him with lavish gifts.

Lord Balarama then began His pilgrimage, during which He visited many holy
tirthas. When He heard news of the battle between the Kurus and Pandavas, the Lord
went to Kuruksetra to try to stop the duel between Bhima and Duryodhana. But He
could not dissuade them from fighting, so deep was their enmity. Understanding that
the fight was the arrangement of fate, Lord Baladeva left the battlefield and returned

to Dvaraka.

Some time later, Balarama again went to the Naimisaranya forest, where the sages
performed a number of fire sacrifices on His behalf. Lord Baladeva reciprocated by
granting the sages transcendental knowledge and revealing to them His eternal

identity.
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pracandah pamsu-varsanah
bhimo vayur abhiid rajan

puya-gandhas tu sarvasah

Synonyms
$ri-Sukah uvaca — Sukadeva Gosvami said; tatah — then; parvani — the new-moon
day; upavrtte — when it came; pracandah — fierce; pamsu — dust; varsanah —
raining; bhimah — frightening; vayuh — a wind; abhiit — arose; rd@jan — O King
(Pariksit); pitya — of pus; gandhah — the smell; tu — and; sarvasah — all over.

Translation
Sukadeva Gosvami said: Then, on the new-moon day, O King, a fierce and
frightening wind arose, scattering dust all about and spreading the smell of

pus everywhere.
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tato ‘'medhya-mayam varsam

balvalena vinirmitam
abhavad yajfia-salayam
so ’nvadrsyata Sila-dhrk
Synonyms
tatah — then; amedhya — abominable things; mayam — full of; varsam — a rain;
balvalena — by Balvala; vinirmitam — produced; abhavat — occurred; yajfia — of the
sacrifice; saldyam — upon the arena; sah — he, Balvala; anvadr§yata — appeared

after this; sila — a trident; dhrk — carrying.

Translation

Next, onto the sacrificial arena came a downpour of abominable things sent by

Balvala, after which the demon himself appeared, trident in hand.

SB 10.79.3-4
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tam vilokya brhat-kayam
bhinnafijana-cayopamam
tapta-tamra-sikha-smasrum
damstrogra-bhru-kuti-mukham
sasmara miisalam ramah
para-sainya-vidaranam
halam ca daitya-damanam

te tirnam upatasthatuh

Synonyms
tam — him; vilokya — seeing; brhat — immense; kayam — whose body; bhinna —
broken; afijana — of black eye-makeup; caya — a pile; upamam — resembling; tapta
— burning; tamra — (colored like) copper; sikh@ — whose topknot; §masrum — and
beard; damstra — with its teeth; ugra — fearsome; bhru — of eyebrows; kuti — with
furrows; mukham — whose face; sasmara — remembered; miisalam — His club;
ramah — Lord Balarama; para — opposing; sainya — armies; vidaranam — which
tears asunder; halam — His plow; ca — and; daitya — demons; damanam — which

subdues; te — they; tiirnam — at once; upatasthatuh — presented themselves.

Translation

The immense demon resembled a mass of black carbon. His topknot and beard
were like molten copper, and his face had horrible fangs and furrowed
eyebrows. Upon seeing him, Lord Balarama thought of His club, which tears to
pieces His enemies’ armies, and His plow weapon, which punishes the

demons. Thus summoned, His two weapons appeared before Him at once.
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balvalam gagane-caram
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miisalenahanat kruddho

miirdhni brahma-druham balah

Synonyms
tam — him; akrsya — pulling toward Him; hala — of His plow; agrena — with the
front end; balvalam — Balvala; gagane — in the sky; caram — who was moving;
miisalena — with His club; ahanat — struck; kruddhah — angry; mirdhni — on the

head; brahma — of brahmanas; druham — the harasser; balah — Lord Balarama.

Translation
With the tip of His plow Lord Balarama caught hold of the demon Balvala as
he flew through the sky, and with His club the Lord angrily struck that

harasser of brahmanas on the head.
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so ’patad bhuvi nirbhinna-
lalato ’srk samutsrjan
muficann arta-svaram Sailo

yathad vajra-hato ’runah
Synonyms
sah — he, Balvala; apatat — fell; bhuvi — to the ground; nirbhinna — cracked open;
lalatah — his forehead; asrk — blood; samutsrjan — gushing; mufican — releasing;
arta — of agony; svaram — a sound; sailah — a mountain; yatha — like; vajra — by a

lightning bolt; hatah — struck; arunah — reddish.

Translation

Balvala cried out in agony and fell to the ground, his forehead cracked open

and gushing blood. He resembled a red mountain struck by a lightning bolt.

Purport

According to the acaryas, the demon appeared reddish with blood, like a mountain

red with oxide.
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samstutya munayo ramam
prayujyavitathasisah
abhyasifican maha-bhaga

vrtra-ghnam vibudha yatha

Synonyms
samstutya — sincerely praising; munayah — the sages; ramam — Lord Balarama;
prayujya — awarding; avitatha — infallible; asisah — benedictions; abhyasifican —
ceremoniously bathed; maha-bhagah — the great personalities; vrtra — of Vrtrasura;

ghnam — the killer (Lord Indra); vibudhah — the demigods; yatha — as.

Translation
The exalted sages honored Lord Rama with sincere prayers and awarded Him

infallible blessings. Then they performed His ritual bath, just as the demigods
had formally bathed Indra when he killed Vrtra.

SB 10.79.8
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vaijayantim dadur malam
sri-dhamamlana-parikajam
ramdya vasasi divye
divyany abharanani ca
Synonyms
vaijayantim — named Vaijayanti; daduh — they gave; malam — the flower garland,
sri — of the goddess of fortune; dhama — the abode; amlana — unfading; parikajam
— made of lotus flowers; ramaya — to Lord Balarama; vasasi — a pair of (upper and

lower) garments; divye — divine; divyani — divine; abharanani — jewelry; ca — and.

Translation
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They gave Lord Balarama a Vaijayanti garland of unfading lotuses in which
resided the goddess of fortune, and they also gave Him a set of divine

garments and jewelry.

SB 10.79.9
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atha tair abhyanujnatah
kausikim etya brahmanaih
snatva sarovaram agad

yatah sarayir asravat

Synonyms

atha — then; taih — by them; abhyanujfiatah — given leave; kausikim — to the

Kausiki River; etya — coming; brahmanaih — with brahmanas; snatva — bathing;
sarovaram — to the lake; agat — went; yatah — from which; sarayith — the Sarayii

River; asravat — flows out.

Translation

Then, given leave by the sages, the Lord went with a contingent of brahmanas
to the Kausiki River, where He bathed. From there He went to the lake from

which flows the river Sarayi.

SB 10.79.10
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anu-srotena sarayum
prayagam upagamya sah
snatva santarpya devadin

jagama pulahasramam

Synonyms
anu — following; srotena — its current; sarayiim — along the Sarayi; prayagam — to

Prayaga; upagamya — coming; sah — He; snatva — bathing; santarpya —


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=santarpya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sn%C4%81tv%C4%81
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propitiating; deva-adin — the demigods and so on; jagama — He went; pulaha-

asramam — to the hermitage of Pulaha Rsi.

Translation

The Lord followed the course of the Sarayi until He came to Prayaga, where
He bathed and then performed rituals to propitiate the demigods and other

living beings. Next He went to the asrama of Pulaha Rsi.

Purport

Pulahasrama is also known as Hari-ksetra.
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gomatim gandakim snatva
vipasam Sona aplutah
gayam gatva pitrn istva
ganga-sagara-sangame
upasprsya mahendradrau
ramam drstvabhivadya ca
sapta-godavarim venam
pampam bhimarathim tatah
skandam drstva yayau ramah
Sri-$ailam girisalayam
dravidesu maha-punyam
drstvadrim verikatam prabhuh
kama-kosnim purim karncim

kaverim ca sarid-varam


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81%C5%9Bramam
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sri-rangakhyam maha-punyam
yatra sannihito harih
rsabhadrim hareh ksetram
daksinam mathuram tatha
samudram setum agamat

maha-pataka-nasanam

Synonyms
gomatim — at the Gomati River; gandakim — the Gandaki River; snatva — bathing;
vipasam — at the Vipasa River; sone — in the Sona River; dplutah — having
immersed Himself; gayam — to Gaya; gatva — going; pitin — His forefathers; istvda —
worshiping; gariga — of the Ganges; sagara — and the ocean; sarigame — at the

confluence; upasprsya — touching water (bathing); mahda-indra-adrau — at the

Mahendra Mountain; ramam — Lord Parasurama; drstva — seeing; abhivadya —

honoring; ca — and; sapta-godavarim — (going) to the convergence of the seven

Godavaris; venam — the Vena River; pampam — the Pampa River; bhimarathim —
and the Bhimarathi River; tatah — then; skandam — Lord Skanda (Karttikeya);
drstva — seeing; yayau — went; ramah — Lord Balarama; $ri-Sailan — to Sri-$aila;
giri-§a — of Lord Siva; alayam — the residence; dravidesu — in the southern
provinces; mahd — most; punyam — pious; drstva — seeing; adrim — the hill;
verikatam — known as Venkata (the abode of Lord Balaji); prabhuh — the Supreme
Lord; kama-kosnim — to Kamakosni; purim kaficim — to Kancipuram; kaverim — to

the Kaveri; ca — and; sarit — of rivers; varam — the greatest; $ri-rariga-akhyam —

known as éri—raflga; mahda-punyam — most pious place; yatra — where; sannihitah —

manifested; harih — Lord Krsna (in the form of Ranganatha); rsabha-adrim — the

Rsabha Mountain; hareh — of Lord Visnu; ksetram — the place; daksinam mathuram

— the southern Mathura (Madurai, the abode of Goddess Minaksi); tatha — also;
samudram — on the ocean; setum — to the bridge (Setubandha); agamat — He went;

mahd — the greatest; pataka — sins; nasanam — which destroys.

Translation
Lord Balarama bathed in the Gomati, Gandaki and Vipasa rivers, and also
immersed Himself in the Sona. He went to Gaya, where He worshiped His

forefathers, and to the mouth of the Ganges, where He performed purifying
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ablutions. At Mount Mahendra He saw Lord Parasurama and offered Him
prayers, and then He bathed in the seven branches of the Godavari River, and
also in the rivers Vena, Pampa and Bhimarathi. Then Lord Balarama met Lord
Skanda and visited Sri-§aila, the abode of Lord Girisa. In the southern
provinces known as Dravida-desa the Supreme Lord saw the sacred Venkata
Hill, as well as the cities of Kamakosni and Kaiici, the exalted Kaveri River and
the most holy Sri-ranga, where Lord Krsna has manifested Himself. From there
He went to Rsabha Mountain, where Lord Krsna also lives, and to the southern
Mathura. Then He came to Setubandha, where the most grievous sins are

destroyed.

Purport
Usually one goes to Gaya to worship deceased forefathers. But as Srila Vi§vanatha
Cakravarti explains, although Lord Balarama’s father and grandfather were still
alive, it was on His father’s order that He carefully worshiped His forefathers at
Gaya. Drawing insight from the Vaisnava-tosani, the dcarya further explains that
although Lord Balarama was in the immediate proximity of Jagannatha Puri, He did
not go there, since He wanted to avoid the embarrassment of having to worship

Himself among the forms of Sri Krsna, Balabhadra and Subhadra.

SB 10.79.16-17
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brahmanebhyo halayudhah
krtamalam tamraparnim
malayam ca kuldcalam
tatragastyam samasinam
namaskrtyabhivadya ca
yojitas tena casirbhir

anujnato gato ’mavam
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daksinam tatra kanyakhyam
durgam devim dadarsa sah
Synonyms
tatra — there (at Setubandha, known also as Rames$varam); ayutam — ten thousand;

adat — He gave away; dhenith — cows; brahmanebhyah — to brahmanas; hala-

ayudhah — Lord Balarama, whose weapon is the plow; krtamalam — to the Krtamala
River; tamraparnim — the Tamraparni River; malayam — Malaya; ca — and; kula-
acalam — the principal mountain range; tatra — there; agastyam — to Agastya Rsi;
samasinam — sitting (in meditation); namaskrtya — bowing down; abhivadya —
glorifying; ca — and; yojitah — granted; tena — by him; ca — and; asirbhih —
blessings; anujfidtah — given permission to leave; gatah — He went; arnavam — to

the ocean; daksinam — southern; tatra — there; kanya-akhyam — known as Kanya-

kumari; durgam devim — Goddess Durga; dadarsa — saw; sah — He.

Translation
There at Setubandha [Ramesvaram] Lord Halayudha gave brahmanas ten
thousand cows in charity. He then visited the Krtamala and Tamraparni rivers
and the great Malaya Mountains. In the Malaya range Lord Balarama found
Agastya Rsi sitting in meditation. After bowing down to the sage, the Lord
offered him prayers and then received blessings from him. Taking leave from
Agastya, He proceeded to the shore of the southern ocean, where He saw

Goddess Durga in her form of Kanya-kumari.
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Synonyms
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tatah — then; phalgunam — Phalguna; asadya — reaching; pafica-apsarasam — the

lake of the five Apsaras; uttamam — exalted; visnuh — the Supreme Lord, Visnu;
sannihitah — manifested; yatra — wherein; snatva — bathing; asparsat — He touched

(as part of the ritual in giving as charity); gava — cows; ayutam — ten thousand.

Translation

Next He went to Phalguna-tirtha and bathed in the sacred Paficapsara Lake,
where Lord Visnu had directly manifested Himself. At this place He gave away

another ten thousand cows.

SB 10.79.19-21
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tapim payosnim nirvindhyam
upasprsyatha dandakam
pravisya revam agamad
yatra mahismati puri
manu-tirtham upasprsya

prabhasam punar agamat

Synonyms

tatah — then; abhivrajya — traveling; bhagavan — the Supreme Lord; keralan —

through the kingdom of Kerala; tu — and; trigartakan — Trigarta; gokarna-akhyam —
named Gokarna (on the coast of the Arabian Sea in northern Karnataka); siva-

ksetram — the place sacred to Lord Siva; sannidhyam — manifestation; yatra —
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where; dhiirjateh — of Lord Siva; aryam — the honored goddess (Parvati, wife of
Lord Siva); dvaipa — on an island (off the coast near Gokarna); ayanim — who
resides; drstva — seeing; $iirparakam — to the holy district of Strparaka; agat —

went; balah — Lord Balarama; tapim payosnim nirvindhyam — to the Tapi, Payosni

and Nirvindhya rivers; upasprs§ya — touching water; atha — next; dandakam — the
Dandaka forest; praviSsya — entering; revam — to the Reva River; agamat — He went;

yatra — where; mahismati puri — the city of Mahismati; manu-tirtham — to Manu-

tirtha; upasprsya — touching water; prabhdasam — to Prabhasa; punah — again;
agamat — He came.

Translation
The Supreme Lord then traveled through the kingdoms of Kerala and Trigarta,
visiting Lord Siva’s sacred city of Gokarna, where Lord Dhiirjati [Siva] directly
manifests himself. After also visiting Goddess Parvati, who dwells on an
island, Lord Balarama went to the holy district of Siirparaka and bathed in the
Tapi, Payosni and Nirvindhya rivers. He next entered the Dandaka forest and
went to the river Reva, along which the city of Mahismati is found. Then He

bathed at Manu-tirtha and finally returned to Prabhasa.
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kuru-pandava-samyuge
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bharam mene hrtam bhuvah

Synonyms

srutvd — hearing; dvijaih — by brahmanas; kathyamanam — being related; kuru-

pandava — between the Kurus and the Pandavas; samyuge — in the battle; sarva —
of all; rajanya — kings; nidhanam — the annihilation; bharam — the burden; mene —

He thought; hrtam — removed; bhuvah — of the earth.

Translation
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The Lord heard from some brahmanas how all the kings involved in the battle
between the Kurus and Pandavas had been killed. From this He concluded that

the earth was now relieved of her burden.
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Synonyms

sah — He, Lord Balarama; bhima-duryodhanayoh — Bhima and Duryodhana;

gadabhyam — with clubs; yudhyatoh — who were fighting; mrdhe — on the
battlefield; varayisyan — intending to stop; vinasanam — to the battlefield; jagama —

went; yadu — of the Yadus; nandanah — the beloved son (Lord Balarama).

Translation

Wanting to stop the club fight then raging between Bhima and Duryodhana on

the battlefield, Lord Balarama went to Kuruksetra.
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Synonyms
yudhisthirah — King Yudhisthira; tu — but; tam — Him, Lord Balarama; drstva —

seeing; yamau — the twin brothers, Nakula and Sahadeva; krsna-arjunau — Lord

Krsna and Arjuna; api — also; abhivadya — offering obeisances; abhavan — they
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were; tusnim — silent; kim — what; vivaksuh — intending to say; iha — here; agatah

— has come.

Translation

When Yudhisthira, Lord Krsna, Arjuna and the twin brothers Nakula and
Sahadeva saw Lord Balarama, they offered Him respectful obeisances but said

nothing, thinking “What has He come here to tell us?”

Purport
Srila Prabhupada writes: “The reason they were silent was that Lord Balarama was
somewhat affectionate toward Duryodhana, who had learned from Balaramaji the
art of fighting with a club. Thus, when the fighting was going on, King Yudhisthira
and the others thought that Balarama might have come there to say something in

favor of Duryodhana, and therefore they remained silent.”

SB 10.79.25
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gada-pani ubhau drstva
samrabdhau vijayaisinau
mandalani vicitrani

carantav idam abravit

Synonyms
gada — with clubs; pani — in their hands; ubhau — both of them, Duryodhana and

Bhima; drstva — seeing; samrabdhau — furious; vijaya — victory; esinau — striving

for; mandalani — circles; vicitrani — artistic; carantau — moving in; idam — this;

abravit — He said.

Translation
Lord Balarama found Duryodhana and Bhima with clubs in their hands, each
furiously striving for victory over the other as they circled about skillfully. The

Lord addressed them as follows.
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SB 10.79.26
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yuvam tulya-balau virau
he rajan he vrkodara
ekam pranadhikam manye

utaikam Siksayadhikam
Synonyms
yuyam — you two; tulya — equal; balau — in prowess; virau — warriors; he rajan —
O King (Duryodhana); he vrkodara — O Bhima; ekam — one; prana — in terms of

vital force; adhikam — greater; manye — I consider; uta — on the other hand; ekam

— one; Siksayd — in terms of training; adhikam — greater.

Translation

[Lord Balarama said:] King Duryodhana! And Bhima! Listen! You two warriors
are equal in fighting prowess. I know that one of you has greater physical

power, while the other is better trained in technique.

Purport

Bhima was physically more powerful, but Duryodhana was more advanced in terms

of technique.

SB 10.79.27
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tasmad ekatarasyeha
yuvayoh sama-viryayoh
na laksyate jayo ’'nyo va

viramatv aphalo ranah

Synonyms
tasmat — therefore; ekatarasya — of either of the two; iha — here; yuvayoh — of

you; sama — equal; viryayoh — whose prowess; na laksyate — cannot be seen; jayah
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— victory; anyah — the opposite (defeat); va — or; viramatu — it should stop;

aphalah — fruitless; ranah — the battle.

Translation

Since you are so evenly matched in fighting prowess, I do not see how either

of you can win or lose this duel. Therefore please stop this useless battle.

SB 10.79.28
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IR Goch el T 1l ¢ ||
na tad-vakyam jagrhatur

baddha-vairau nrparthavat
anusmarantav anyonyam

duruktam duskrtani ca
Synonyms
na — not; tat — His; vakyam — words; jagrhatuh — the two of them accepted;

baddha — fixed; vairau — whose enmity; nrpa — O King (Pariksit); artha-vat —

sensible; anusmarantau — continuing to remember; anyonyam — about each other;

duruktam — the harsh words; duskrtani — the misdeeds; ca — also.

Translation

[Sukadeva Gosvami continued:] They did not accept Lord Balarama’s request,
O King, although it was logical, for their mutual enmity was irrevocable. Each
of them constantly remembered the insults and injuries he had suffered from

the other.

SB 10.79.29
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distam tad anumanvano
ramo dvaravatim yayau
ugrasenadibhih pritair
jAatibhih samupagatah
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Synonyms
distam — fate; tat — that; anumanvanah — deciding; ramah — Lord Balarama;

dvaravatim — to Dvaraka; yayau — went; ugrasena-adibhih — headed by Ugrasena;

pritaih — delighted; jiiatibhih — by His family members; samupagatah — greeted.

Translation
Concluding that the battle was the arrangement of fate, Lord Balarama went
back to Dvaraka. There He was greeted by Ugrasena and His other relatives,

who were all delighted to see Him.

Purport
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti explains that the word distam, “fate,” indicates that the
battle between Bhima and Duryodhana had been enjoined by Lord Krsna and set into

motion by Him.

SB 10.79.30
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tam punar naimisam praptam
rsayo ’ydjayan muda
kratv-arigam kratubhih sarvair

nivrttakhila-vigraham
Synonyms
tam — Him, Lord Balarama; punah — again; naimisam — at Naimisaranya; praptam

— arrived; rsayah — the sages; aydjayan — engaged in performing Vedic sacrifices;

muda — with pleasure; kratu — of all sacrifices; arigam — the embodiment;

kratubhih — with ritualistic performances; sarvaih — all varieties; nivrtta — who had

renounced; akhila — all; vigraham — warfare.

Translation
Later Lord Balarama returned to Naimisaranya, where the sages joyfully
engaged Him, the embodiment of all sacrifice, in performing various kinds of

Vedic sacrifice. Lord Balarama was now retired from warfare.
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Purport
Srila Prabhupada writes: “[When Lord Balarama] went to the holy place of
pilgrimage at Naimisaranya,... the sages, saintly persons and brahmanas all stood up
to receive Him. They understood that Lord Balarama, although a ksatriya, was now
retired from the fighting business. The brahmanas and the sages, who were always
for peace and tranquillity, were very pleased at this. All of them embraced Balarama
with great affection and induced Him to perform various kinds of sacrifices in that
sacred spot of Naimisaranya. Actually Lord Balarama had no business performing
the sacrifices recommended for ordinary human beings; He is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, and therefore He Himself is the enjoyer of all such
sacrifices. As such, His exemplary action in performing sacrifices was only to give a
lesson to the common man to show how one should abide by the injunctions of the

Vedas.”

SB 10.79.31
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tebhyo visuddham vijianam
bhagavan vyatarad vibhuh
yenaivatmany ado visvam

atmanam visva-gam viduh

Synonyms
tebhyah — upon them; visuddham — perfectly pure; vijfianam — divine knowledge;
bhagavan — the Supreme Lord; vyatarat — bestowed; vibhuh — the Almighty; yena
— by which; eva — indeed; atmani — within Himself, the Supreme Lord; adah —
this; visvam — universe; atmanam — Himself; viSva-gam — pervading the universe;

viduh — they could perceive.

Translation
The all-powerful Lord Balarama bestowed upon the sages pure spiritual
knowledge, by which they could see the whole universe within Him and also

see Him pervading everything.
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SB 10.79.32

FIIITTYRATAT STfAe-gges 9a: |
X! TSI YT Fogaergrat: Il 3 1
sva-patyavabhrtha-snato
jaati-bandhu-suhrd-vrtah
reje sva-jyotsnayevenduh

su-vasah susthy alankrtah

Synonyms
sva — together with His; patya — wife; avabhrtha — with the avabhrtha ritual, which
marks the end of sacrificial initiation; snatah — having bathed; jfiati — by His
immediate family members; bandhu — other relatives; suhrt — and friends; vrtah —
surrounded; reje — He appeared splendid; sva-jyotsnaya — with its own rays; iva —
as; induh — the moon; su — well; vasadh — dressed; susthu — nicely; alarikrtah —

adorned.

Translation

After executing with His wife the avabhrtha ablutions, the beautifully dressed
and ornamented Lord Balarama, encircled by His immediate family and other
relatives and friends, looked as splendid as the moon surrounded by its

effulgent rays.

Purport
Srila Prabhupada beautifully describes this scene as follows: “Lord Balarama then
took the avabhrtha bath, which is taken after finishing sacrificial performances. After
taking His bath, He dressed Himself in new silken garments and decorated Himself
with beautiful jewelry. Amidst His relatives and friends, He appeared to be a shining

full moon amidst the luminaries in the sky.”

SB 10.79.33
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idrg-vidhany asarikhyani

balasya bala-salinah
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anantasyaprameyasya

maya-martyasya santi hi

Synonyms
idrk-vidhani — of this sort; asarikhyani — uncountable; balasya — of Lord Balarama,;
bala-salinah — mighty; anantasya — unlimited; aprameyasya — immeasurable; maya
— by His illusory energy; martyasya — who appears as if a mortal; santi — there are;

hi — indeed.

Translation
Countless other such pastimes were performed by mighty Balarama, the
unlimited and immeasurable Supreme Lord, whose mystic Yoga-maya power

makes Him appear to be a human being.

SB 10.79.34
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Yo ’nusmareta ramasya
karmany adbhuta-karmanah
sdyam pratar anantasya

visnoh sa dayito bhavet

Synonyms
yah — whoever; anusmareta — regularly remembers; ramasya — of Lord Balarama;
karmani — the activities; adbhuta — amazing; karmanah — all of whose activities;
sayam — at dusk; pratah — at dawn; anantasya — who is unlimited; visnoh — to the

Supreme Lord, Visnu; sah — he; dayitah — dear; bhavet — becomes.

Translation

All the activities of the unlimited Lord Balarama are amazing. Anyone who
regularly remembers them at dawn and dusk will become very dear to the

Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Visnu.
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Purport
Srila Prabhupada writes: “Lord Balarama is the original Visnu; therefore anyone
remembering these pastimes of Lord Balarama in the morning and evening will
certainly become a great devotee of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and thus

his life will become successful in all respects.”

Thus end the purports of the humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada to the Tenth Canto, Seventy-ninth Chapter, of the Srimad-

Bhagavatam, entitled “Lord Balarama Goes on Pilgrimage.”
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His Divine Grace

A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
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CHAPTER EIGHTY

The Brahmana Sudama Visits Lord Krsna
in Dvaraka

This chapter relates how Lord Krsna worshiped His brahmana friend Sudama, who
came to His palace seeking charity, and how the two of them discussed the pastimes

they had shared while living at the home of their spiritual master, Sandipani Muni.

The brahmana Sudama, a personal friend of Lord Krsna’s, was completely free of
material desires. He maintained himself and his wife with whatever came of its own
accord, and thus they were poverty-stricken. One day Sudama’s wife, unable to find
any food to prepare for her husband, went to him and asked that he visit his friend
Krsna in Dvaraka and beg some charity. Sudama was reluctant, but when she
persisted he agreed to go, reflecting that an opportunity to see the Lord was
extremely auspicious. His wife begged a few handfuls of flattened rice as a gift for

Sri Krsna, and Sudama set off for Dvaraka.

As Sudama approached the palace of Lord Krsna’s principal wife, Rukmini-devi, the
Lord saw him from a distance. Krsna immediately rose from His seat on Rukmini’s
bed and embraced His friend with great joy. Then He sat Sudama down on the bed,
washed his feet with His own hands and sprinkled the wash water on His head. After
this He presented him with various gifts and worshiped him with incense, lamps and
so on. Meanwhile, Rukmini fanned the shabbily dressed brahmana with a yaktail

whisk. All of this astonished the residents of the palace.

Lord Sri Krsna then took the hand of His friend, and the two of them reminisced
about the things they had done together long ago, while living in the school of their
spiritual master. Sudama pointed out that Krsna engages in the pastime of acquiring

an education only to set an example for human society.

SB 10.80.1
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sri-rd@jovaca

bhagavan yani canyani
mukundasya mahatmanah
Viryany ananta-viryasya

srotum icchami he prabho

Synonyms
sri-raja uvaca — the King (Pariksit) said; bhagavan — my lord (Sukadeva Gosvami);
yani — which; ca — and; anyani — others; mukundasya — of Lord Krsna; maha-
atmanah — the Supreme Soul; viryani — valorous deeds; ananta — unlimited;

viryasya — whose valor; srotum — to hear; icchami — I wish; he prabho — O master.

Translation

King Pariksit said: My lord, O master, I wish to hear about other valorous
deeds performed by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Mukunda, whose

valor is unlimited.

SB 10.80.2
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ko nu srutvasakrd brahmann
uttamahsloka-sat-kathah

virameta visesa-jiio

visannah kama-marganaih
Synonyms
kah — who; nu — indeed; $rutva — having heard; asakrt — repeatedly; brahman —
O brahmana; uttamah-sloka — of Lord Krsna; sat — transcendental; kathah — topics;
virameta — can desist; viSesa — the essence (of life); jiah — who knows; visannah —

disgusted; kama — for material desire; marganaih — with seeking.

Translation
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O brahmana, how could anyone who knows the essence of life and is disgusted
with endeavoring for sense gratification give up the transcendental topics of

Lord Uttamahsloka after hearing them repeatedly?

Purport
Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti comments herein that we see many persons who, even
after hearing the topics of the Lord repeatedly, give up their spiritual dedication.
The acarya replies that the word visesa-jiia is therefore significant here. Those who
have actually understood the essence of life do not give up Krsna consciousness. A
further qualification is to be visannah kama-marganaih, disgusted with material sense
gratification. These two qualities are complementary. One who has experienced the
real taste of Krsna consciousness automatically becomes disgusted with the inferior
taste of material pleasure. Such a genuine hearer of the topics of Krsna cannot give

up hearing about the Lord’s fascinating pastimes.

SB 10.80.3
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sda vag yaya tasya gunan grnite
karau ca tat-karma-karau manas ca
smared vasantam sthira-jarigamesu

Smnoti tat-punya-kathah sa karnah

Synonyms
sa — that (is); vak — power of speech; yaya — by which; tasya — His; gunan —
qualities; grnite — one describes; karau — pair of hands; ca — and; tat — His; karma
— work; karau — doing; manah — mind; ca — and; smaret — remembers; vasantam
— dwelling; sthira — within the unmoving; jarigamesu — and moving; srnoti —
hears; tat — His; punya — sanctifying; kathah — topics; sah — that (is); karnah — an

ear.

Translation

Actual speech is that which describes the qualities of the Lord, real hands are

those that work for Him, a true mind is that which always remembers Him
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dwelling within everything moving and nonmoving, and actual ears are those

that listen to sanctifying topics about Him.

Purport
While continuing from the previous verse to glorify the sense of hearing dedicated to
the Lord, King Pariksit mentions the other senses also, so that we gain a complete
picture of Krsna consciousness. Here he declares that without any connection to
Krsna, the Supreme Lord, all the organs of the body become useless. A similar

statement is made by Saunaka Rsi in the Second Canto, Third Chapter, verses 20 to

24.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti mentions that the senses should work together in Krsna
consciousness. In other words, whatever the eyes or the ears experience, the mind

should simply remember Krsna, who is within all things.

SB 10.80.4
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Siras tu tasyobhaya-lingam anamet

tad eva yat pasyati tad dhi caksuh
anigani visnor atha taj-jananam

padodakam yani bhajanti nityam

Synonyms
Sirah — head; tu — and; tasya — of Him; ubhaya — both; lingam — to the
manifestations; anamet — bows down; tat — that; eva — only; yat — which; pasyati
— sees; tat — that; hi — indeed; caksuh — eye; arigani — limbs; visnoh — of Lord
Visnu; atha — or; tat — His; jananam — of the devotees; pada-udakam — the water

which has washed the feet; yani — which; bhajanti — honor; nityam — regularly.

Translation
An actual head is one that bows down to the Lord in His manifestations among
the moving and nonmoving creatures, real eyes are those that see only the
Lord, and actual limbs are those which regularly honor the water that has

bathed the Lord’s feet or those of His devotees.
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suta uvaca
visnu-rdtena samprsto
bhagavan badarayanih
vasudeve bhagavati

nimagna-hrdayo ’bravit

Synonyms
stitah uvaca — Siita Gosvami said; visnu-ratena — by Visnurata (Maharaja Pariksit);
samprstah — well questioned; bhagavan — the powerful sage; badardayanih —
Sukadeva; vdsudeve — in Lord Vasudeva; bhagavati — the Supreme Personality of

Godhead; nimagna — fully absorbed; hrdayah — his heart; abravit — he spoke.

Translation

Siita Gosvami said: Thus questioned by King Visnurata, the powerful sage
Badarayani replied, his heart fully absorbed in meditation on the Supreme

Personality of Godhead, Vasudeva.

SB 10.80.6
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sri-Suka uvdca
krsnasyasit sakha kascid
brahmano brahma-vittamah
virakta indriyarthesu
prasantatma jitendriyah
Synonyms
§ri-$ukah uvaca — Sukadeva Gosvami said; krsnasya — of Lord Krsna; dsit — there

was; sakha — friend (named Sudama); kascit — a certain; brahmanah — brahmana;

brahma — in the Vedas; vit-tamah — most learned; viraktah — detached; indriya-
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arthesu — from the objects of sense enjoyment; prasanta — peaceful; atma — whose

mind; jita — conquered; indriyah — whose senses.

Translation

Sukadeva Gosvami said: Lord Krsna had a certain brahmana friend [named
Sudama] who was most learned in Vedic knowledge and detached from all

sense enjoyment. Furthermore, his mind was peaceful and his senses subdued.

SB 10.80.7
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yadrcchayopapannena

vartamano grhasrami
tasya bharya ku-cailasya
ksut-ksama ca tatha-vidha

Synonyms
yadrcchayda — of its own accord; upapannena — by what was obtained; vartamanah
— existing; grha-asrami — in the household order of life; tasya — of him; bharya —

the wife; ku-cailasya — who was poorly dressed; ksut — from hunger; ksama —

emaciated; ca — and; tatha-vidha — similarly.

Translation

Living as a householder, he maintained himself with whatever came of its own
accord. The wife of that poorly dressed brahmana suffered along with him and

was emaciated from hunger.

Purport

Sudama’s chaste wife was also poorly dressed, and whatever food she obtained she

gave to her husband. Thus she remained fatigued from hunger.

SB 10.80.8
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pati-vrata patim praha
mlayata vadanena sa
daridram sidamana vai

vepamanabhigamya ca

Synonyms
pati-vrata — faithful to her husband; patim — to her husband; praha — she said,
mlayata — drying up; vadanena — with her face; s@ — she; daridram — poor;
sidamana — distressed; vai — indeed; vepamanda — trembling; abhigamya —

approaching; ca — and.

Translation

The chaste wife of the poverty-stricken brahmana once approached him, her
face dried up because of her distress. Trembling with fear, she spoke as

follows.

Purport
According to Sridhara Svami, the chaste lady was especially unhappy because she
could not obtain food to feed her husband. Further, she was fearful to approach her
husband because she knew that he did not want to beg for anything other than

devotion to the Supreme Lord.

SB 10.80.9
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nanu brahman bhagavatah
sakha saksac chriyah patih
brahmanyas ca $aranyas ca

bhagavan satvatarsabhah
Synonyms
nanu — indeed; brahman — O brahmana; bhagavatah — of your exalted self; sakha —

the friend; saksat — directly; sriyah — of the supreme goddess of fortune; patih —

the husband; brahmanyah — compassionate to brahmanas; ca — and; saranyah —
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willing to give shelter; ca — and; bhagavan — the Supreme Lord; satvata — of the

Yadavas; rsabhah — the best.

Translation

[Sudama’s wife said:] O brahmana, isn’t it true that the husband of the
goddess of fortune is the personal friend of your exalted self? That greatest of
Yadavas, the Supreme Lord Krsna, is compassionate to brahmanas and very

willing to grant them His shelter.

Purport

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti explains in his commentary how the brahmana’s wife
anticipated every possible objection her husband might make to her request that he
go to Lord Krsna to beg charity. If the brahmana might say, “How could the husband
of the goddess of fortune befriend a fallen soul like myself?” she replies by saying
that Lord Krsna is brahmanya, very favorably disposed toward the brahmanas. If
Sudama might claim to have no real devotion for the Lord, she replies by saying that
he is a great and wise personality who would surely obtain the shelter and mercy of
the Lord. If the brahmana might object that Lord Krsna is equally disposed to all the
countless unhappy conditioned souls suffering the fruits of their own karma, she
replies that Lord Krsna is especially the Lord of the devotees, and thus even if He
Himself did not grant Sudama His mercy, certainly the devotees engaged in serving
the Lord would mercifully give him some charity. Since the Lord protects the
Satvatas, the members of the Yadu dynasty, what difficulty would there be for Him
to protect a humble brahmana like Sudama, and what fault would there be in His

doing so ?

SB 10.80.10
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tam upaihi maha-bhaga
sadhiinam ca pardyanam
dasyati dravinam bhiiri

sidate te kutumbine
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Synonyms
tam — Him; upaihi — approach; maha-bhaga — O fortunate one; sadhiinam — of
saintly devotees; ca — and; para-ayanam — the ultimate shelter; dasyati — He will
give; dravinam — wealth; bhiiri — plentiful; sidate — suffering; te — to you;

kutumbine — who are maintaining a family.

Translation

O fortunate one, please approach Him, the real shelter of all saints. He will

certainly give abundant wealth to such a suffering householder as you.

SB 10.80.11
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aste ’dhuna dvaravatyam

bhoja-vrsny-andhakesvarah
smaratah pada-kamalam
atmanam api yacchati
kim nv artha-kaman bhajato

naty-abhistan jagad-guruh

Synonyms

aste — is present; adhuna — now; dvaravatyam — at Dvaraka; bhoja-vrsni-andhaka —

of the Bhojas, Vrsnis and Andhakas; isvarah — the Lord; smaratah — to one who

remembers; pada-kamalam — His lotus feet; atmanam — Himself; api — even,;

yacchati — He gives; kim nu — what then to speak of; artha — economic success;
kaman — and sense gratification; bhajatah — to one who worships Him; na — not;
ati — very much; abhistan — desirable; jagat — of the whole universe; guruh — the

spiritual master.

Translation
Lord Krsna is now the ruler of the Bhojas, Vrsnis and Andhakas and is staying
at Dvaraka. Since He gives even His own self to anyone who simply remembers

His lotus feet, what doubt is there that He, the spiritual master of the universe,
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will bestow upon His sincere worshiper prosperity and material enjoyment,

which are not even very desirable?

Purport

The brahmana’s wife here implies that since Lord Krsna is the ruler of the Bhojas,
Vrsnis and Andhakas, if these opulent rulers merely acknowledge Sudama as a

personal friend of Krsna’s, they could give him everything he required.

In this connection Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti comments that since Lord Krsna had
at this point put aside His weapons, He no longer traveled outside His own capital of
Dvaraka. Thus Srila Prabhupada writes in Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead:
“[The brahmana’s wife said: ] ‘I have heard that He never leaves His capital city,

bl

Dvaraka. He is living there without outside engagements.

As mentioned here, material wealth and sense gratification are not very desirable.
The reason for this is that in the long run they give no real satisfaction. Still,
Sudama’s wife thought, even if Sudama went to Dvaraka and simply remained silent
before the Lord, He would certainly give him abundant wealth, as well as shelter at

His lotus feet, which was Sudama’s real objective.

SB 10.80.12-13
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sa evam bharyaya vipro
bahusah prarthito muhuh
ayam hi paramo labha
uttamahsloka-darsanam
iti saficintya manasa
gamandya matim dadhe
apy asty upayanam kificid
grhe kalyani diyatam

Synonyms
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sah — he; evam — in this way; bharyaya — by his wife; viprah — the brahmana;
bahusah — profusely; prarthitah — entreated; muhuh — over and over; ayam — this;
hi — indeed; paramah — the supreme; labhah — gain; uttamah-sloka — of Lord
Krsna; dar§anam — the sight; iti — so; saficintya — thinking; manasa — within his
mind; gamandya — to go; matim dadhe — he made his decision; api — whether; asti
— there is; upayanam — gift; kificit — some; grhe — in the house; kalyani — my

good woman; diyatam — please give.

Translation
[Sukadeva Gosvami continued:] When his wife thus repeatedly implored him
in various ways, the brahmana thought to himself, “To see Lord Krsna is
indeed the greatest achievement in life.” Thus he decided to go, but first he
told her, “My good wife, if there is anything in the house I can bring as a gift,

please give it to me.”

Purport
Sudama was naturally humble, and thus although at first he was dissatisfied with his
wife’s proposal, finally he settled his mind and decided to go. Now the last detail

was that he had to take a gift for his friend.

SB 10.80.14
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ydcitva caturo mustin

vipran prthuka-tandulan
caila-khandena tan baddhva

bhartre pradad upayanam

Synonyms
ydacitva — begging; caturah — four; mustin — fistfuls; vipran — from the

(neighboring) brahmanas; prthuka-tandulan — flat rice; caila — of cloth; khandena —

with a ripped piece; tan — them; baddhva — tying up; bhartre — to her husband;

pradat — she gave; updyanam — gift.

Translation
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Sudama’s wife begged four handfuls of flat rice from neighboring brahmanas,
tied up the rice in a torn piece of cloth and gave it to her husband as a present

for Lord Krsna.

SB 10.80.15
g IR fAun: Rl gRa@T et |
PR HEl Bl TATfefd g 11 9Y I
sa tan addya vipragryah
prayayau dvarakam kila
krsna-sandarsanam mahyam

katham syad iti cintayan

Synonyms
sah — he; tan — them; adaya — taking; vipra-agryah — the best of brahmanas;

prayayau — went; dvarakam — to Dvaraka; kila — indeed; krsna-sandarsanam — the

audience of Lord Krsna; mahyam — for me; katham — how; syat — will it happen; iti

— thus; cintayan — thinking.

Translation

Taking the flat rice, the saintly brahmana set off for Dvaraka, all the while

wondering “How will I be able to have Krsna’s audience?”

Purport

Among other things, Sudama assumed that the gatekeepers would stop him.

SB 10.80.16-17
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trini gulmany atiyaya
tisrah kaksas ca sa-dvijah
vipro ’gamyandhaka-vrsninam

grhesv acyuta-dharminam
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grham dvy-asta-sahasranam
mahisinam harer dvijah
viveSaikatamam srimad

brahmanandam gato yatha
Synonyms
trini — three; gulmani — contingents of guards; atiydya — passing; tisrah — three;

kaksah — gateways; ca — and; sa-dvijah — accompanied by brahmanas; viprah — the

learned brahmana; agamya — impassable; andhaka-yrsninam — of the Andhakas and

Vrsnis; grhesu — between the houses; acyuta — Lord Krsna; dharminam — who
follow faithfully; grham — residence; dvi — two; asta — times eight; sahasranam —
thousands; mahisinam — of the queens; hareh — of Lord Krsna; dvijah — the
brahmana; vivesa — entered; ekatamam — one of them; sri-mat — opulent; brahma-

anandam — the bliss of impersonal liberation; gatah — attaining; yatha — as if.

Translation

The learned brahmana, joined by some local brahmanas, passed three guard
stations and went through three gateways, and then he walked by the homes
of Lord Krsna’s faithful devotees, the Andhakas and Vrsnis, which ordinarily
no one could do. He then entered one of the opulent palaces belonging to Lord
Hari’s sixteen thousand queens, and when he did so he felt as if he were

attaining the bliss of liberation.

Purport
When the saintly brahmana entered the precincts of Lord Krsna’s palaces and then
actually entered one of the palaces, he completely forgot everything else, and thus
his state of mind is compared to that of one who has just achieved the bliss of
spiritual liberation. Srila Vis§vanatha Cakravarti quotes from the Padma Purana,
Uttara-khanda, wherein we learn that the brahmana actually entered the palace of
Rukmini: sa tu rukminy-antah-pura-dvari ksanam tiisnim sthitah. “He stood for a

moment in silence at the doorway of Queen Rukmini’s palace.”

SB 10.80.18
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tam vilokydcyuto durat
priya-paryarikam asthitah
sahasotthdya cabhyetya
dorbhyam paryagrahin muda

Synonyms
tam — him; vilokya — seeing; acyutah — Lord Krsna; dirat — at a distance; priya —
of His beloved consort; paryarikam — on the bed; asthitah — seated; sahasa —
immediately; utth@ya — rising; ca — and; abhyetya — coming forward; dorbhyam —

in His arms; paryagrahit — embraced; muda — with pleasure.

Translation

At that time Lord Acyuta was seated on His consort’s bed. Spotting the
brahmana at some distance, the Lord immediately stood up, went forward to

meet him and with great pleasure embraced him.

SB 10.80.19
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sakhyuh priyasya viprarser
anga-sangati-nirvrtah
prito vyamuficad ab-bindiin

netrabhyam puskareksanah

Synonyms
sakhyuh — of His friend; priyasya — dear; vipra-rseh — the sagacious brahmana; ariga
— of the body; sariga — by the contact; ati — extremely; nirvrtah — ecstatic; pritah
— affectionate; vyamuricat — He released; ap — of water; bindiin — drops;

netrabhyam — from His eyes; puskara-iksanah — the lotus-eyed Personality of
Godhead.

Translation
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The lotus-eyed Supreme Lord felt intense ecstasy upon touching the body of

His dear friend, the wise brahmana, and thus He shed tears of love.

SB 10.80.20-22
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athopavesya paryarike

svayam sakhyuh samarhanam
upahrtyavanijyasya
padau padavanejanih
agrahic chirasa rajan
bhagaval loka-pavanah
vyalimpad divya-gandhena
candanaguru-kurikamaih
dhiipaih surabhibhir mitram
pradipavalibhir muda
arcitvavedya tambiilam

gam ca svagatam abravit
Synonyms
atha — then; upavesya — having him sit; paryarike — on the bed; svayam — Himself;

sakhyuh — for His friend; samarhanam — items of worship; upahrtya — bringing
forward; avanijya — washing; asya — his; padau — feet; pada-avanejanih — the

water which had washed his feet; agrahit — He took; Sirasa — on His head; rajan —
O King (Pariksit); bhagavan — the Supreme Lord; loka — of all worlds; pdvanah —
the purifier; vyalimpat — He anointed him; divya — divine; gandhena — whose
fragrance; candana — with sandalwood paste; aguru — aloe-wood paste; kurikumaih
— and vermilion; dhiipaih — with incense; surabhibhih — aromatic; mitram — His
friend; pradipa — of lamps; avalibhih — with rows; muda — gladly; arcitva —
worshiping; avedya — offering as refreshment; tambiilam — betel nut; gam — a cow;

ca — and; su-agatam — welcome; abravit — He spoke.
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Translation
Lord Krsna seated His friend Sudama upon the bed. Then the Lord, who
purifies the whole world, personally offered him various tokens of respect and
washed his feet, O King, after which He sprinkled the water on His own head.
He anointed him with divinely fragrant sandalwood, aguru and kunkuma
pastes and happily worshiped him with aromatic incense and arrays of lamps.
After finally offering him betel nut and the gift of a cow, He welcomed him

with pleasing words.
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ku-cailam malinam ksamam
dvijam dhamani-santatam
devi paryacarat saksac

camara-vyajanena vai

Synonyms
ku — poor; cailam — whose dress; malinam — dirty; ksamam — emaciated; dvijam —

the brahmana; dhamani-santatam — his veins visible; devi — the goddess of fortune;

paryacarat — served; saksat — personally; camara — with a yak-tail fan; vyajanena

— by fanning; vai — indeed.

Translation
By fanning him with her camara, the divine goddess of fortune personally
served that poor brahmana, whose clothing was torn and dirty and who was

so thin that veins were visible all over his body.
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vismito ’bhiid ati-prityd
avadhiitam sabhdjitam

Synonyms

antah-pura — of the royal palace; janah — the people; drstva — seeing; krsnena — by

Lord Krsna; amala — spotless; kirtina — whose fame; vismitah — amazed; abhiit —
they became; ati — intense; pritya — with loving affection; avadhiitam — the

unkempt brahmana; sabhdjitam — honored.

Translation

The people in the royal palace were astonished to see Krsna, the Lord of

spotless glory, so lovingly honor this shabbily dressed brahmana.

SB 10.80.25-26
{11 el JuIHaEg fHegoT |
forar €99 A s o™= 7 11 Y |

st et shfrars gwya: |
wigeer 9 fecar aRseampisTair 20T 11 € |

kim anena krtam punyam
avadhiitena bhiksuna
Sriya hinena loke ’smin
garhitenadhamena ca
yo ’sau tri-loka-guruna
sri-nivasena sambhrtah
paryarika-stham Sriyam hitva
parisvakto ’gra-jo yatha
Synonyms
kim — what; anena — by him; krtam — was done; punyam — pious activity;
avadhiitena — unwashed; bhiksund — by the mendicant; §riya — of prosperity;
hinena — who is deprived; loke — in the world; asmin — this; garhitena —
condemned; adhamena — lowly; ca — and; yah — who; asau — himself; tri — three;
loka — of the planetary systems of the universe; gurund — by the spiritual master;
sri — of Laksmi, the supreme goddess of fortune; nivasena — the abode; sambhrtah —

served reverentially; paryarika — on her bed; stham — seated; sriyam — the goddess
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of fortune; hitva — leaving aside; parisvaktah — embraced; agra-jah — an elder
brother; yatha — as.

Translation

[The residents of the palace said:] What pious acts has this unkempt,
impoverished brahmana performed? People regard him as lowly and
contemptible, yet the spiritual master of the three worlds, the abode of
Goddess Sri, is serving him reverently. Leaving the goddess of fortune sitting
on her bed, the Lord has embraced this brahmana as if he were an older

brother.
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kathayam cakratur gathah
purva gurukule satoh
atmanor lalita rdjan

karau grhya parasparam

Synonyms

kathayam cakratuh — they discussed; gathah — topics; pirvah — of the past; gurukule

— in the school of their spiritual master; satoh — who used to reside; atmanoh — of
themselves; lalitah — charming; ra@jan — O King (Pariksit); karau — hands; grhya —
taking hold of; parasparam — each other’s.

Translation
[Sukadeva Gosvami continued:] Taking each other’s hands, O King, Krsna and
Sudama talked pleasantly about how they once lived together in the school of

their guru.
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sri-bhagavan uvaca
api brahman gurukulad
bhavata labdha-daksinat
samavrttena dharma-jiia

bharyodha sadrsi na va

Synonyms

sri-bhagavan uvaca — the Supreme Lord said; api — whether; brahman — O

brahmana; gurukulat — from the spiritual master’s school; bhavata — by your good
self; labdha — having received; daksinat — remuneration; samdayrttena — returned;
dharma — of religious principles; jiia — O knower; bharya — a wife; idha —

married; sadrsi — suitable; na — not; va — or.

Translation
The Supreme Lord said: My dear brahmana, you know well the ways of
dharma. After you offered the gift of remuneration to our guru and returned

home from his school, did you marry a compatible wife or not?

Purport
Among civilized human beings, the question of dasrama, or spiritual order, is
significant. In other words, every human being must execute prescribed duties as a
celibate student, a married man or woman, a retired person or a renunciant. Since
Lord Krsna could see that the brahmana was poorly dressed, He inquired if His friend
had been properly married and was executing the duties of household life. Since he
was not dressed as a renunciant, he would be without a suitable asrama unless he

were properly married.
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Synonyms
prayah — for the most part; grhesu — in household affairs; te — your; cittam —

mind; akama-vihitan — uninfluenced by material desires; tatha — also; na — not;

eva — indeed; ati — very much; priyase — you take pleasure; vidvan — O wise one;
dhanesu — in the pursuit of material wealth; viditam — it is known; hi — indeed; me

— by Me.

Translation

Even though you are mostly involved in household affairs, your mind is not
affected by material desires. Nor, O learned one, do you take much pleasure in

the pursuit of material wealth. This I am well aware of.

Purport
Lord Krsna here reveals that in fact He was well aware of His friend’s situation.
Sudama was actually learned and spiritually advanced, and therefore he was not

interested in ordinary sense gratification, as is the common man.
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kecit kurvanti karmani
kamair ahata-cetasah
tyajantah prakrtir daivir

yathaham loka-sarigraham

Synonyms
kecit — some people; kurvanti — execute; karmani — worldly duties; kamaih — by
desires; ahata — undisturbed; cetasah — whose minds; tyayantah — giving up;
prakrtih — propensities; daivih — created by the Supreme Lord’s material energy;

yatha — as; aham — 1; loka-sarigraham — to instruct the people in general.

Translation

Having renounced all material propensities, which spring from the Lord’s

illusory energy, some people execute worldly duties with their minds
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undisturbed by mundane desires. They act as I do, to instruct the general

populace.
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kaccid gurukule vasam

brahman smarasi nau yatah
dvijo vijfidya vijiieyam
tamasah param asnute
Synonyms

kaccit — whether; gurukule — in the spiritual master’s school; vasam — residence;
brahman — O brahmana; smarasi — you remember; nau — our; yatah — from which
(spiritual master); dvijah — a twice-born person; vijiidya — understanding; vijfieyam
— what needs to be known; tamasah — of ignorance; param — the transcending;

asnute — experiences.

Translation

My dear brahmana, do you remember how we lived together in our spiritual
master’s school? When a twice-born student has learned from his guru all that

is to be learned, he can enjoy spiritual life, which lies beyond all ignorance.
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sa vai sat-karmanam saksad
dvijater iha sambhavah
adyo ’nga yatrasraminam

yathaham jfiana-do guruh
Synonyms
sah — he; vai — indeed; sat — sanctified; karmanam — of duties; saksat — directly;
dvi-jateh — of one who has been twice born; iha — in this material life; sambhavah

— birth; adyah — first; ariga — My dear friend; yatra — through whom; asraminam
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— for the members of all the spiritual orders of society; yatha — as; aham — Myself;

jiana — of divine knowledge; dah — the bestower; guruh — spiritual master.

Translation

My dear friend, he who gives a person his physical birth is his first spiritual
master, and he who initiates him as a twice-born brahmana and engages him
in religious duties is indeed more directly his spiritual master. But the person
who bestows transcendental knowledge upon the members of all the spiritual
orders of society is one’s ultimate spiritual master. Indeed, he is as good as My

own self.
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Synonyms
nanu — certainly; artha — of their true welfare; kovidah — expert knowers; brahman

— O brahmana; varndsrama-vatam — among those engaged in the varnasrama

system; tha — in this world; ye — who; maya — by Me; gurunda — as the spiritual
master; vaca — through his words; taranti — cross beyond; afijah — easily; bhava —

of material life; arnavam — the ocean.

Translation
Certainly, O brahmana, of all the followers of the varnasrama system, those
who take advantage of the words I speak in My form as the spiritual master
and thus easily cross over the ocean of material existence best understand

their own true welfare.

Purport
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One’s father is a natural object of reverence, as is a religious leader who initiates one
into sacred ceremonies and instructs one in general wisdom. But ultimately the bona
fide spiritual master, learned in the transcendental science and thus able to take one
across the ocean of birth and death to the spiritual world — such a guru is most
deserving of worship and respect, for he is the direct representative of the Supreme

Personality of Godhead, as stated here.

SB 10.80.34
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naham ijya-prajatibhyam
tapasopasamena va
tusyeyam sarva-bhiitatma

guru-Susrisaya yatha

Synonyms
na — not; aham — 1; ijya — by ritual worship; prajatibhyam — the higher birth of

brahmana initiation; tapasa — by austerity; upasamena — by self-control; va — or;
tusyeyam — can be satisfied; sarva — of all; bhiita — beings; atma — the Soul; guru

s s -

— to one’s spiritual master; susriisaya — by faithful service; yatha — as.

Translation
I, the Soul of all beings, am not as satisfied by ritual worship, brahminical
initiation, penances or self-discipline as I am by faithful service rendered to

one’s spiritual master.

Purport
The word prajati here indicates either begetting good children or the second birth
obtained by ritual initiation into Vedic culture. Although both of these are
praiseworthy, Lord Krsna here states that faithful service rendered to a bona fide

spiritual master is still higher.

SB 10.80.35-36
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api nah smaryate brahman
vrttam nivasatam gurau
guru-darais coditanam
indhananayane kvacit
pravistanam maharanyam
apartau su-mahad dvija
vata-varsam abhiit tivram

nisthurah stanayitnavah

Synonyms
api — whether; nah — of us; smaryate — are remembered; brahman — O brahmana;
vrttam — what we did; nivasatam — who were living; gurau — with our spiritual
master; guru — of our guru; daraih — by the wife; coditanam — who were sent;
indhana — firewood; anayane — for fetching; kvacit — once; pravistanam — having

entered; mahd-aranyam — the large forest; apa-rtau — unseasonal; su-mahat — very

great; dvija — O twice-born one; vata — wind; varsam — and rain; abhiit — arose;

tivram — fierce; nisthurah — harsh; stanayitnavah — thundering.

Translation

O brahmana, do you remember what happened to us while we were living
with our spiritual master? Once our guru’s wife sent us to fetch firewood, and
after we entered the vast forest, O twice-born one, an unseasonal storm arose,

with fierce wind and rain and harsh thunder.

Purport

Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti explains that this storm arose during winter and was

therefore unseasonal.

SB 10.80.37
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stryas castam gatas tavat
tamasa cavrta disah
nimnam kiilam jala-mayam
na prajidyata kificana
Synonyms
stiryah — the sun; ca — and; astam gatah — having set; tavat — thereupon; tamasa
— by darkness; ca — and; avrtah — covered; diSah — all the directions; nimnam —
low; kiilam — high land; jala-mayam — with water all around; na prajidayata —

could not be recognized; kificana — any.

Translation

Then, as the sun set, the forest was covered by darkness in every direction,

and with all the flooding we could not distinguish high land from low.

SB 10.80.38
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vayam bhrsam tatra mahanilambubhir
nihanyamand mahur ambu-samplave
diso ’vidanto ’tha parasparam vane

grhita-hastah paribabhrimaturah

Synonyms
vayam — we; bhréam — thoroughly; tatra — there; maha — great; anila — by the

wind; ambubhih — and water; nihanyamanah — beset; muhuh — continuously; ambu-

samplave — in the flooding; disah — the directions; avidantah — unable to discern;
atha — then; parasparam — each other’s; vane — in the forest; grhita — holding;

hastah — hands; paribabhrima — we wandered; aturah — distressed.

Translation

Constantly besieged by the powerful wind and rain, we lost our way amidst
the flooding waters. We simply held each other’s hands and, in great distress,

wandered aimlessly about the forest.
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Purport
Srila Sridhara Svami points out that the verb paribabhrima may be understood to be
the prefix pari with either the verb bhr or bhram. In the case of bhram, it indicates
that Krsna and Sudama wandered all about, and in the case of bhr, which means “to
carry,” it indicates that as the two young boys wandered about, they continued to

carry the firewood they had secured for their spiritual master.

SB 10.80.39
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etad viditva udite
ravau sandipanir guruh
anvesamano nah Sisyan
acaryo ’pasyad aturan
Synonyms
etat — this; viditvda — knowing; udite — when it rose; ravau — the sun; sandipanih —
Sandipani; guruh — our spiritual master; anvesamanah — searching; nah — for us;
sisyan — his disciples; acaryah — our teacher; apasyat — saw; aturan — who were

distressed.

Translation

Our guru, Sandipani, understanding our predicament, set out after sunrise to

search for us, his disciples, and found us in distress.

SB 10.80.40
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aho he putraka yityam
asmad-arthe ’ti-duhkhitah
atma vai praninam presthas

tam anadrtya mat-parah

Synonyms
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aho — ah; he putrakah — O children; yityam — you; asmat — our; arthe — for the
sake; ati — extremely; duhkhitah — have suffered; atma — the body; vai — indeed;
praninam — for all living beings; presthah — the most dear; tam — that; anadrtya —

disregarding; mat — to me; parah — dedicated.

Translation

[Sandipani said:] O my children, you have suffered so much for my sake! The
body is most dear to every living creature, but you are so dedicated to me that

you completely disregarded your own comfort.

SB 10.80.41
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etad eva hi sac-chisyaih
kartavyam guru-niskrtam
yad vai visuddha-bhavena

sarvarthatmarpanam gurau

Synonyms
etat — this; eva — alone; hi — certainly; sat — true; Sisyaih — by disciples;
kartavyam — to be done; guru — to the spiritual master; niskrtam — repayment of
one’s debt; yat — which; vai — indeed; visuddha — completely pure; bhavena — with

an attitude; sarva — of all; artha — assets; atma — and one’s body; arpanam — the

offering; gurau — to one’s spiritual master.

Translation
This indeed is the duty of all true disciples: to repay the debt to their spiritual
master by offering him, with pure hearts, their wealth and even their very

lives.

Purport
One engages one’s body to realize one’s purposes. The body is also the basis of the
material conception of “I,” while one’s fortune is the basis of the conception of

“mine.” Thus by offering everything to the spiritual master, one realizes one’s self to
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be an eternal servant of the Lord. The spiritual master does not exploit the disciple

but rather engages him fully in Krsna consciousness for the disciple’s eternal benefit.

SB 10.80.42

JEISE AT faTIeIsl: | S FHRAT: |
BN Hefeeds U T 11 R I
tusto ’ham bho dvija-sresthah
satyah santu manorathah
chandamsy ayata-yamani

bhavantv iha paratra ca

Synonyms
tustah — satisfied; aham — I am; bho — my dear ones; dvija — of brahmanas;
sresthah — O best; satyah — fulfilled; santu — may they be; manah-rathah — your
desires; chandamsi — Vedic mantras; ayata-yamani — never growing old; bhavantu —

may they be; tha — in this world; paratra — in the next world; ca — and.

Translation
You boys are first-class brahmanas, and I am satisfied with you. May all your
desires be fulfilled, and may the Vedic mantras you have learned never lose

their meaning for you, in this world or the next.

Purport
Cooked food left sitting for three hours is called yata-yama, indicating that it has lost
its taste, and similarly if a devotee does not remain fixed in Krsna consciousness, the
transcendental knowledge that once inspired him on the spiritual path will lose its
“taste,” or meaning, for him. Thus Sandipani Muni blesses his disciples that the
Vedic mantras, which reveal the Absolute Truth, will never lose their meaning for

them but will remain ever fresh in their minds.

SB 10.80.43
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ittham-vidhany anekani
vasatam guru-vesmani
guror anugrahenaiva

puman purnah prasantaye

Synonyms

ittham-vidhani — like this; anekani — many things; vasatam — by us who were

living; guru — of our spiritual master; yesmani — in the home; guroh — of the
spiritual master; anugrahena — by the mercy; eva — simply; puman — a person;
purnah — fulfilled; prasantaye — for attaining total peace.

Translation
[Lord Krsna continued:] We had many similar experiences while living in our
spiritual master’s home. Simply by the grace of the spiritual master a person

can fulfill life’s purpose and attain eternal peace.

SB 10.80.44
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sri-brahmana uvaca

kim asmabhir anirvrttam
deva-deva jagad-guro
bhavata satya-kamena

yesam vaso guror abhiit

Synonyms

sri-brahmanah uvaca — the brahmana said; kim — what; asmabhih — by us;

anirvrttam — not achieved; deva-deva — O Lord of lords; jagat — of the universe;
guro — O spiritual master; bhavata — with You; satya — fulfilled; kamena — all
whose desires; yesam — whose; vasah — residence; guroh — at the home of the

spiritual master; abhiit — was.

Translation
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The brahmana said: What could I possibly have failed to achieve, O Lord of
lords, O universal teacher, since I was able to personally live with You, whose

every desire is fulfilled, at the home of our spiritual master?

Purport
Sudama Brahmana wisely understands his extraordinary good fortune of having
lived with Sri Krsna at the residence of their spiritual master. Thus whatever
external difficulties they experienced were actually an expression of the Lord’s

mercy, to teach the importance of service to the spiritual master.

Srila Prabhupada renders the learned brahmana’s feelings as follows: “[Sudama
said:] ‘My dear Krsna, You are the Supreme Lord and the supreme spiritual master of
everyone, and since I was fortunate enough to live with You in the house of our

guru, I think I have nothing more to do in the matter of prescribed Vedic duties.’””

SB 10.80.45

JRITB<HY & <8 MU 4 |
ST AT oY aNISI IS 1l 84 ||
yasya cchando-mayam brahma
deha avapanam vibho
Sreyasam tasya gurusu

vaso ’tyanta-vidambanam

Synonyms
yasya — whose; chandah — the Vedas; mayam — consisting of; brahma — the
Absolute Truth; dehe — within the body; @dvapanam — the sowing field; vibho — O
almighty Lord; sreyasam — of auspicious goals; tasya — His; gurusu — with spiritual

masters; vasah — residence; atyanta — extreme; vidambanam — pretense.

Translation
O almighty Lord, Your body comprises the Absolute Truth in the form of the
Vedas and is thus the source of all auspicious goals of life. That You took up
residence at the school of a spiritual master is simply one of Your pastimes in

which You play the role of a human being.
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Purport

Thus end the purports of the humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada to the Tenth Canto, Eightieth Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam,

entitled “The Brahmana Sudama Visits Lord Krsna in Dvaraka.”
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