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His Divine Grace

A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
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CHAPTER SEVENTY-SEVEN

Lord Krsna Slays the Demon Salva

This chapter describes how Lord Sri Krsna disposed of Salva, the master of

deception, and destroyed his airship Saubha.

Having been removed from the battlefield, Pradyumna was extremely ashamed, and
He ordered His driver to take His chariot once again into the presence of Dyuman.
As Pradyumna fought with Dyuman, other Yadu heroes like Gada, Satyaki, and
Samba began to create havoc among Salva’s army. The battle continued in this way

for twenty-seven days and nights.

When Lord Krsna returned to Dvaraka, He found it under siege. At once He ordered
Daruka to drive Him onto the battlefield. Suddenly S$alva noticed the Lord and threw
his spear at Krsna’s charioteer, but the Lord shattered the weapon into hundreds of
pieces and pierced $alva and his Saubha vehicle with numerous arrows. $alva
responded by shooting an arrow that struck Krsna’s left arm. Amazingly, the Lord
dropped the Sarnga bow He was holding in His left hand. The demigods watching
the battle cried out in alarm upon seeing the bow fall, while $Salva took the

opportunity to insult Krsna.

Lord Krsna then struck Salva with His club, but the demon, vomiting blood,
disappeared. A moment later a man came before Lord Krsna and, after offering Him
obeisances, introduced himself as a messenger from Mother Devaki. The man
informed the Lord that His father, Vasudeva, had been kidnapped by Salva. Upon
hearing this, Lord Krsna seemed to lament like an ordinary man. Salva then led
forward someone who looked just like Vasudeva, decapitated him and took the head
with him into his Saubha airship. Lord Sri Krsna, however, could understand the
magic tricks of Salva. Thus He pierced $alva with a shower of arrows and struck the
Saubha vehicle with His club, demolishing it. Salva descended from his airplane and
rushed toward Lord Krsna to attack Him, but the Lord took up His SudarSana disc

and severed Salva’s head from his body.

With the killing of S$alva, the demigods in the sky played kettledrums in jubilation.

The demon Dantavakra then took a vow to avenge his friend Salva’s death.



SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 77-78 Page 3 / 56

SB 10.77.1
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sri-Suka uvdaca
sa upasprsya salilam
damsito dhrta-karmukah
naya mam dyumatah parsvam

virasyety aha sarathim

Synonyms
§ri-§ukah uvaca — Sukadeva Gosvami said; sah — He (Pradyumna); upasprsya —
touching; salilam — water; damsitah — fastening His armor; dhrta — taking up;
karmukah — His bow; naya — take; mam — Me; dyumatah — of Dyuman; parsvam —
to the side; virasya — of the hero; iti — thus; aha — He spoke; sarathim — to His

driver.

Translation
Sukadeva Gosvami said: After refreshing Himself with water, putting on His
armor and picking up His bow, Lord Pradyumna told His driver, “Take Me

back to where the hero Dyuman is standing.”

Purport

Pradyumna was eager to rectify the discrepancy of His having left the battlefield

when His chariot driver carried Him away unconscious.

SB 10.77.2

T T e DfeHuligd: |
gfiec TeafdearaRIORE S TR 1l 2 i
vidhamantam sva-sainyani
dyumantam rukmini-sutah
pratihatya pratyavidhyan

nardcair astabhih smayan

Synonyms


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=s%C4%81rathim
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81ha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=iti
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%ABrasya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=p%C4%81r%C5%9Bvam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dyumata%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=naya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%C4%81rmuka%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dh%E1%B9%9Bta
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=da%E1%B9%81%C5%9Bita%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=salilam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=upasp%E1%B9%9B%C5%9Bya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sa%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=uv%C4%81ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Buka%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Br%C4%AB
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vidhamantam — smashing; sva — His; sainyani — soldiers; dyumantam — Dyuman;
rukmini-sutah — the son of Rukmini (Pradyumna); pratihatya — counterattacking;
pratyavidhyat — He struck back; naracaih — with special arrows made of iron;

astabhih — eight; smayan — while smiling.

Translation

In Pradyumna’s absence, Dyuman had been devastating His army, but now
Pradyumna counterattacked Dyuman and, smiling, pierced him with eight

naraca arrows.

Purport

Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti comments that Pradyumna challenged Dyuman, saying
“Now see if you can strike Me!” After saying this and allowing Dyuman to shoot his

weapons, Pradyumna released His own deadly arrows.

SB 10.77.3
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caturbhis caturo vahan

stitam ekena cahanat
dvabhyam dhanus ca ketum ca

Sarenanyena vai Sirah
Synonyms
caturbhih — with four (arrows); caturah — four; vahan — carriers; siitam — the
driver; ekena — with one; ca — and; ahanat — He struck; dvabhyam — with two;

dhanuh — the bow; ca — and; ketum — the flag; ca — and; sarena — with an arrow;

anyena — another; vai — indeed; sirah — the head.

Translation

With four of these arrows He struck Dyuman’s four horses, with one arrow, his
driver, with two more arrows, his bow and chariot flag, and with the last

arrow, Dyuman’s head.

SB 10.77.4


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Bira%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vai
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=anyena
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Bare%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ketum
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dhanu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dv%C4%81bhy%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ahanat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ekena
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=s%C5%ABtam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%81h%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=catura%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=caturbhi%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=smayan
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=a%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%ADabhi%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=n%C4%81r%C4%81cai%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pratyavidhy%C4%81t
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pratihatya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=suta%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=rukmi%E1%B9%87%C4%AB
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dyumantam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sainy%C4%81ni
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vidhamantam
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gada-satyaki-sambadya

jaghnuh saubha-pater balam
petuh samudre saubheyah

sarve safichinna-kandharah

Synonyms
gada-satyaki-samba-adyah — Gada, Satyaki, Samba and others; jaghnuh — they

killed; saubha-pateh — of the master of Saubha (Salva); balam — the army; petuh —
they fell; samudre — into the ocean; saubheyah — those who were standing inside

Saubha; sarve — all; safichinna — cut through; kandharah — whose necks.

Translation
Gada, Satyaki, Samba and others began killing Salva’s army, and thus all the

soldiers inside the airship began falling into the ocean, their necks severed.

SB 10.77.5
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evam yadinam salvanam

nighnatam itaretaram
yuddham tri-nava-ratram tad

abhiit tumulam ulbanam

Synonyms
evam — thus; yadiinam — of the Yadus; salvanam — and the followers of Salva;
nighnatam — striking; itara-itaram — one another; yuddham — fight; tri — three
times; nava — nine; ratram — for nights; tat — that; abhiit — was; tumulam —

tumultuous; ulbanam — fearsome.

Translation

As the Yadus and Salva’s followers thus went on attacking one another, the

tumultuous, fearsome battle continued for twenty-seven days and nights.


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ulba%E1%B9%87am
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tumulam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abh%C5%ABt
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81tram
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=nava
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tri
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yuddham
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=itaram
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=itara
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=nighnat%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9B%C4%81lv%C4%81n%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yad%C5%ABn%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=evam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kandhar%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sa%C3%B1chinna
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sarve
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=saubhey%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=samudre
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=petu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=balam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pate%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=saubha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=jaghnu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81dy%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=s%C4%81mba
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=s%C4%81tyaki
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gada
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SB 10.77.6-7
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indraprastham gatah krsna
ahiito dharma-siinuna
rajasiiye ’tha nivrtte
SiSupale ca samsthite
kuru-vrddhan anujfiapya
munims ca sa-sutam prtham
nimittany ati-ghorani

pasyan dvaravatim yayau

Synonyms

indraprastham — to Indraprastha, the capital of the Pandavas; gatah — gone; krsnah

— Lord Krsna; ahiitah — called; dharma-siinuna — by the son of Yamaraja, religion

personified (King Yudhisthira); rajasiiye — the Rajastiya sacrifice; atha — then;
nivrtte — when it was complete; Sisupale — Sisupala; ca — and; samsthite — when he
had been killed; kuru-yrddhan — of the elders of the Kuru dynasty; anujfiapya —
taking leave; munin — of the sages; ca — and; sa — with; sutam — her sons (the
Pandavas); prtham — of Queen Kunti; nimittani — bad omens; ati — very; ghorani —

terrible; pasyan — seeing; dvaravatim — to Dvaraka; yayau — He went.

Translation
Invited by Yudhisthira, the son of Dharma, Lord Krsna had gone to
Indraprastha. Now that the Rajasiiya sacrifice had been completed and
Sisupala killed, the Lord began to see inauspicious omens. So He took leave of
the Kuru elders and the great sages, and also of Prtha and her sons, and

returned to Dvaraka.

SB 10.77.8
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yayau
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dv%C4%81ravat%C4%ABm
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pa%C5%9Byan
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ghor%C4%81%E1%B9%87i
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ati
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=nimitt%C4%81ni
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=p%E1%B9%9Bth%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sut%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sa
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mun%C4%ABn
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=anuj%C3%B1%C4%81pya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%E1%B9%9Bddh%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kuru
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sa%E1%B9%81sthite
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Bi%C5%9Bup%C4%81le
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=niv%E1%B9%9Btte
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=atha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81jas%C5%ABye
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=s%C5%ABnun%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dharma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81h%C5%ABta%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%87a%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gata%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=indraprastham
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aha caham ihayata
arya-misrabhisarigatah
rajanyas caidya-paksiya

niinam hanyuh purim mama
Synonyms
aha — He said; ca — and; aham — I; iha — to this place (Indraprastha); ayatah —

having come; arya — by My elder (brother Balarama); misra — the distinguished

personality; abhisarigatah — accompanied; rajanyah — kings; caidya-paksiyah —

siding with Caidya (Sisupala); niinam — certainly; hanyuh — must be attacking;

urim — city; mama — My.

Translation

The Lord said to Himself: Because I have come here with My respected elder

brother, kings partial to Sisupala may well be attacking My capital city.

SB 10.77.9
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viksya tat kadanam svanam

nirtipya pura-raksanam
saubham ca salva-rajam ca

darukam praha kesavah

Synonyms
viksya — seeing; tat — that; kadanam — destruction; svanam — of His own men;
niriipya — arranging; pura — of the city; raksanam — for protection; saubham — the
vehicle Saubha; ca — and; §alva-rajam — the King of the Salva province; ca — and;

darukam — to Daruka, His chariot driver; praha — spoke; kesavah — Lord Krsna.

Translation
[Sukadeva Gosvami continued:] After He arrived at Dvaraka and saw how His
people were threatened with destruction, and also saw Salva and his Saubha
airship, Lord Kesava arranged for the city’s defense and then addressed

Daruka as follows.


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ke%C5%9Bava%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pr%C4%81ha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=d%C4%81rukam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81jam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9B%C4%81lva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=saubham
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=rak%E1%B9%A3a%E1%B9%87am
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pura
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=nir%C5%ABpya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sv%C4%81n%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kadanam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%ABk%E1%B9%A3ya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mama
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pur%C4%ABm
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=hanyu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=n%C5%ABnam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pak%E1%B9%A3%C4%ABy%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=caidya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81jany%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abhisa%E1%B9%85gata%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mi%C5%9Bra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81rya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81y%C4%81ta%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=iha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=aham
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81ha
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Purport
Lord Krsna placed Sri Balarama in a strategic position to guard the city, and He also
appointed a special guard for Sri Rukmini and the other queens inside the palaces.
According to Srila Vi$vanatha Cakravarti, by a secret route special soldiers conveyed

the queens to safety inside Dvaraka.

SB 10.77.10
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ratham prapaya me siita
Salvasyantikam asu vai
sambhramas te na kartavyo

mayavi saubha-rad ayam

Synonyms
ratham — chariot; prapaya — bring; me — My; siita — O driver; Salvasya — of Salva;
antikam — into the proximity; asu — quickly; vai — indeed; sambhramah —
bewilderment; te — by you; na kartavyah — should not be experienced; maya-vi — a

great magician; saubha-rat — lord of Saubha; ayam — this.

Translation

[Lord Krsna said:] O driver, quickly take My chariot near Salva. This lord of

Saubha is a powerful magician; don’t let him bewilder you.

SB 10.77.11

SIS LRI Soeh: |
faer S5 I T W AU, 11 99 i
ity uktas codayam dasa
ratham asthaya darukah
visantam dadrsuh sarve

Sve pare carunanujam

Synonyms
iti — thus; uktah — told; codayam asa — he drove forward; ratham — the chariot;

asthaya — taking control of it; darukah — Daruka; visantam — entering; dadrsuh —


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dad%E1%B9%9B%C5%9Bu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vi%C5%9Bantam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=d%C4%81ruka%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81sth%C4%81ya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ratham
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81sa
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=coday%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ukta%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=iti
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ayam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81%E1%B9%AD
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=saubha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%AB
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%C4%81y%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kartavya%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=na
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=te
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sambhrama%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vai
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81%C5%9Bu
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=antikam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9B%C4%81lvasya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=s%C5%ABta
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=me
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pr%C4%81paya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ratham
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saw; sarve — everyone; sve — His own men; pare — the opposite party; ca — also;

aruna-anujam — the younger brother of Aruna (Garuda, on Lord Krsna’s flag).

Translation
Thus ordered, Daruka took command of the Lord’s chariot and drove forth. As
the chariot entered the battlefield, everyone there, both friend and foe, caught

sight of the emblem of Garuda.

SB 10.77.12

MMy PUFATATRT FANTITAER: |
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salvas ca krsnam alokya
hata-praya-balesvarah
praharat krsna-siitaya

Saktim bhima-ravam mrdhe

Synonyms
alvah — Salva; ca — and; krsnam — Lord Krsna; alokya — seeing; hata —
destroyed; prdya — virtually; bala — of an army; i§varah — the master; praharat —
he cast; krsna-siitdya — at Krsna’s chariot driver; Saktim — his spear; bhima —

frightening; ravam — whose roaring sound; mrdhe — on the battlefield.

Translation

When Salva, the master of a decimated army, saw Lord Krsna approaching, he
hurled his spear at the Lord’s charioteer. The spear roared frighteningly as it

flew across the battlefield.
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tam dpatantim nabhasi
maholkam iva ramhasa
bhasayantim disah Saurih

sayakaih satadhdcchinat
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Synonyms
tam — that; apatantim — flying toward; nabhasi — in the sky; mahda — great; ulkam
— a meteor; iva — like; ramhasa — swiftly; bhasayantim — illuminating; diSah — the
directions; saurih — Lord Krsna; sayakaih — with His arrows; satadhd — in hundreds

of pieces; acchinat — cut.

Translation
Salva’s hurtling spear lit up the whole sky like a mighty meteor, but Lord Sauri

tore the great weapon into hundreds of pieces with His arrows.
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tam ca sodasabhir viddhva
banaih saubham ca khe bhramat
avidhyac chara-sandohaih

kham siirya iva rasmibhih
Synonyms
tam — him, Salva; ca — and; sodasabhih — with sixteen; viddhva — piercing; banaih
— arrows; saubham — Saubha; ca — also; khe — in the sky; bhramat — wandering;

avidhyat — He struck; sara — of arrows; sandohaih — with torrents; kham — the sky;

stiryah — the sun; iva — as; rasmibhih — with its rays.

Translation
Lord Krsna then pierced Salva with sixteen arrows and struck the Saubha
airship with a deluge of arrows as it darted about the sky. Firing His arrows,

the Lord appeared like the sun flooding the heavens with its rays.

SB 10.77.15

qITea: SN al: Fe HaTs AFE=: |
fove deaeBTE AN egT L I 94 |

Salvah Saures tu doh savyam
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bibheda nyapatad dhastac
charnigam asit tad adbhutam
Synonyms
$alyah — Salva; saureh — of Lord Krsna; tu — but; doh — the arm; savyam — left; sa

— with; sarrigam — the Lord’s bow, called Sérﬁga; sarnga-dhanvanah — of Him who

is called Sérr’lga—dhanvi; bibheda — struck; nyapatat — fell; hastat — from His hand;

$arngam — the Sarnga bow; asit — was; tat — this; adbhutam — amazing.

Translation
Salva then managed to strike Lord Krsna’s left arm, which held His bow

Sarnga, and, amazingly, Sarnga fell from His hand.
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haha-karo mahan asid
bhiitanam tatra pasyatam
ninadya saubha-rad uccair

idam aha janardanam
Synonyms
haha-karah — a cry of dismay; mahan — great; dasit — arose; bhitanam — among the
living beings; tatra — there; pasyatam — who were witnessing; ninadya — roaring;
saubha-rat — the lord of Saubha; uccaih — loudly; idam — this; aha — said;

janardanam — to Lord Krsna.

Translation

Those who witnessed this all cried out in dismay. Then the master of Saubha

roared loudly and addressed Lord Janardana.
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yat tvaya miidha nah sakhyur
bhratur bharya hrteksatam
pramattah sa sabha-madhye
tvaya vyapaditah sakha
tam tvadya niSitair banair
apardjita-maninam
nayamy apunar-avrttim

yadi tisther mamagratah

Synonyms
yat — since; tvaya — by You; miidha — O fool; nah — our; sakhyuh — of the friend
(Sisupala); bhratuh — of (Your) brother (or more exactly, cousin); bharyd — the
bride; hrta — taken away; iksatam — as (we) looked on; pramattah — inattentive;
sah — he, Sisupala; sabhd — the assembly (of the Rajasiiya sacrifice); madhye —
within; tvaya — by You; vyapaditah — killed; sakha — my friend; tam tva — You

Yourself; adya — today; nisitaih — sharp; banaih — with arrows; apardjita —

invincible; maninam — who presume Yourself; nayami — I will send; apunah-avrttim

— to the realm of no return; yadi — if; tistheh — You will stand; mama — of me;

agratah — in front.

Translation
[Salva said:] You fool! Because in our presence You kidnapped the bride of
our friend Sisupiala, Your own cousin, and because You later murdered him in
the sacred assembly while he was inattentive, today with my sharp arrows I
will send You to the land of no return! Though You think Yourself invincible, I

will kill You now if You dare stand before me.
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na pasyasy antike ’ntakam
paurusam darsayanti sma

Stira na bahu-bhasinah

Synonyms

sri-bhagavan uvaca — the Supreme Lord said; yrtha — in vain; tvam — you; katthase
— boast; manda — O dull one; na pasyasi — you do not see; antike — near; antakam
— death; paurusam — their prowess; darsayanti — demonstrate; sma — indeed;

stirah — heroes; na — not; bahu — much; bhasinah — speaking.

Translation

The Supreme Lord said: O dullard, you boast in vain, since you fail to see
death standing near you. Real heroes do not talk much but rather show their

prowess in action.
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ity uktva bhagavan chalvam
gadaya bhima-vegaya
tatada jatrau samrabdhah

sa cakampe vamann asrk
Synonyms
iti — thus; uktva — speaking; bhagavan — the Lord; salvam — Salva; gadaya — with
His club; bhima — fearsome; vegaya — whose force and speed; tatada — struck;

jatrau — on the collarbone; samrabdhah — infuriated; sah — he; cakampe —

trembled; vaman — vomiting; asrk — blood.

Translation

Having said this, the furious Lord swung His club with frightening power and

speed and hit Salva on the collarbone, making him tremble and vomit blood.
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gadayam sannivrtt@yam
salvas tv antaradhiyata
tato muhiirta agatya
purusah Sirasacyutam
devakya prahito ’smiti

natva praha vaco rudan

Synonyms

gadayam — the club; sannivrttayam — when it was withdrawn; salvah — Salva; tu —

but; antaradhiyata — disappeared; tatah — then; muhiirte — after a moment; dgatya
— coming; purusah — a man, $irasd — with his head; acyutam — to Lord Krsna;
devakya — by Mother Devaki; prahitah — sent; asmi — I am; iti — so saying; natva

— bowing down; praha — he spoke; vacah — these words; rudan — crying.

Translation

But as soon as Lord Acyuta withdrew His club, Silva disappeared from sight,
and a moment later a man approached the Lord. Bowing his head down to
Him, he announced, “Devaki has sent me,” and, sobbing, spoke the following

words.
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krsna krsna maha-baho
pita te pitr-vatsala
baddhvapanitah salvena

saunikena yatha pasuh

Synonyms
krsna krsna — O Krsna, Krsna; maha-baho — O mighty-armed one; pita — father; te

— Your; pitr — to Your parents; vatsala — O You who are so affectionate; baddhva
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— being captured; apanitah — taken away; salvena — by Salva; saunikena — by a

butcher; yatha — as; pasuh — a domestic animal.

Translation
[The man said:] O Krsna, Krsna, mighty-armed one, who are so affectionate to

Your parents! Salva has seized Your father and taken him away, as a butcher

leads an animal to slaughter.
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nisamya vipriyam krsno
manusim prakrtim gatah
vimanasko ghrni snehad

babhdse prakrto yatha

Synonyms
nisamya — hearing; yipriyam — disturbing words; krsnah — Lord Krsna; manusim —
humanlike; prakrtim — a nature; gatah — having assumed; vimanaskah — unhappy;
ghrni — compassionate; snehat — out of love; babhdse — He spoke; prakrtah — an

ordinary person; yatha — like.

Translation

When He heard this disturbing news, Lord Krsna, who was playing the role of
a mortal man, showed sorrow and compassion, and out of love for His parents

He spoke the following words like an ordinary conditioned soul.
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pita me balavan vidhih
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Synonyms

katham — how; ramam — Lord Balarama; asambhrantam — never confused; jitvd —

defeating; gjeyam — undefeatable; sura — by demigods; asuraih — and demons;
$alvena — by Salva; alpiyasd — very small; nitah — taken; pitd — father; me — My;

bala-van — powerful; vidhih — fate.

Translation
[Lord Krsna said:] Balarama is ever vigilant, and no demigod or demon can
defeat Him. So how could this insignificant Salva defeat Him and abduct My

father? Indeed, fate is all-powerful !

SB 10.77.25
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iti bruvane govinde
saubha-rat pratyupasthitah
vasudevam ivaniya

krsnam cedam uvaca sah

Synonyms
iti — thus; bruvane — saying; govinde — Lord Krsna; saubha-rat — the master of

Saubha (Salva); pratyupasthitah — came forward; vasudevam — Vasudeva, Lord

Krsna’s father; iva — as if; aniya — leading; krsnam — to Lord Krsna; ca — and;

idam — this; uvaca — said; sah — he.

Translation

After Govinda spoke these words, the master of Saubha again appeared,

apparently leading Vasudeva before the Lord. Silva then spoke as follows.

SB 10.77.26

Ty o I Tt aeeifiE Siafdy |
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esa te janita tato

yad-artham iha jivasi
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vadhisye viksatas te ‘'mum
isas cet pahi balisa
Synonyms
esah — this; te — Your; janita — father who begot You; tatah — dear; yat-artham —
for whose sake; tha — in this world; jivasi — You live; vadhisye — I shall kill;
viksatah te — as You witness; amum — him; iSah — able; cet — if; pahi — save him;

balisa — O childish one.

Translation

[Salva said:] Here is Your dear father, who begot You and for whose sake You
are living in this world. I shall now kill him before Your very eyes. Save him if

You can, weakling !

SB 10.77.27
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evam nirbhartsya mayavi
khadgenanakadundubheh

utkrtya Sira adaya

kha-stham saubham samavisat

Synonyms
evam — thus; nirbhartsya — mocking; maya-vi — the magician; khadgena — with his
sword; anakadundubheh — of Sri Vasudeva; utkrtya — cutting off; sirah — the head;

adaya — taking it; kha — in the sky; stham — situated; saubham — Saubha;

samavisat — he entered.

Translation

After he had mocked the Lord in this way, the magician Silva appeared to cut
off Vasudeva’s head with his sword. Taking the head with him, he entered the

Saubha vehicle, which was hovering in the sky.

SB 10.77.28


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sam%C4%81vi%C5%9Bat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=saubham
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=stham
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81d%C4%81ya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Bira%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=utk%E1%B9%9Btya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81nakadundubhe%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kha%E1%B8%8Dgena
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%AB
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%C4%81y%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=nirbhartsya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=evam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=b%C4%81li%C5%9Ba
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=p%C4%81hi
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=cet
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%AB%C5%9Ba%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=amum
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=te
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%ABk%E1%B9%A3ata%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vadhi%E1%B9%A3ye
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=j%C4%ABvasi
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=iha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=artham
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=t%C4%81ta%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=janit%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=te
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=e%E1%B9%A3a%E1%B8%A5

SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 77-78 Page 18 / 56

Tl gt TpTgueec: FIaTE MR IS s |
TGRS 1T ¥ QTedygai FAfedr Il ¢ I
tato muhitirtam prakrtav upaplutah
sva-bodha aste sva-jananusarigatah
mahanubhavas tad abudhyad asurim

mayam sa $alva-prasrtam mayoditam

Synonyms
tatah — then; muhiirtam — for a moment; prakrtau — in ordinary (human) nature;
upaplutah — absorbed; sva-bodhah — (although) fully self-cognizant; dste — He
remained; sva-jana — for His dear ones; anusarigatah — due to His affection; maha-
anubhavah — the possessor of great powers of perception; tat — that; abudhyat —
recognized; asurim — demoniac; mayam — the illusory magic; sah — He; salva — by

Salva; prasrtam — utilized; maya — by Maya Danava; uditam — developed.

Translation
By nature Lord Krsna is full in knowledge, and He possesses unlimited powers
of perception. Yet for a moment, out of great affection for His loved ones, He
remained absorbed in the mood of an ordinary human being. He soon recalled,
however, that this was all a demoniac illusion engineered by Maya Danava

and employed by Salva.

SB 10.77.29
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na tatra diitam na pituh kalevaram
prabuddha djau samapasyad acyutah
svapnam yatha cambara-carinam ripum

saubha-stham alokya nihantum udyatah

Synonyms
na — not; tatra — there; diitam — the messenger; na — nor; pituh — of His father;
kalevaram — the body; prabuddhah — alert; d@jau — on the battlefield; samapasyat —
saw; acyutah — Lord Krsna; svapnam — in a dream; yatha — like; ca — and; ambara

— in the sky; carinam — moving; ripum — His enemy (Salva); saubha-stham —
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SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 77-78 Page 19 / 56

sitting in the Saubha plane; alokya — seeing; nihantum — to kill him; udyatah — He
prepared.

Translation
Now alert to the actual situation, Lord Acyuta saw before Him on the
battlefield neither the messenger nor His father’s body. It was as if He had
awakened from a dream. Seeing His enemy flying above Him in his Saubha

plane, the Lord then prepared to kill him.

SB 10.77.30
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evam vadanti rajarse
rsayah ke ca nanvitah
yat sva-vaco virudhyeta

niinam te na smaranty uta

Synonyms
evam — so; vadanti — say; raja-rse — O sage among kings (Pariksit); rsayah — sages;
ke ca — some; na — not; anvitadh — reasoning correctly; yat — since; sva — their
own; vacah — words; virudhyeta — are contradicted; niitnam — for certain; te — they;

na smaranti — do not remember; uta — indeed.

Translation

Such is the account given by some sages, O wise King, but those who speak in
this illogical way are contradicting themselves, having forgotten their own

previous statements.

Purport
If someone thinks that Lord Krsna was actually bewildered by Salva’s magic and that
the Lord was subjected to ordinary mundane lamentation, such an opinion is
illogical and contradictory, since it is well known that Lord Krsna is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, transcendental and absolute. This will be further explained

in the following verses.
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SB 10.77.31
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kva soka-mohau sneho va
bhayam va ye ’jfia-sambhavah
kva cakhandita-vijfiana-

jhAanaisvaryas tv akhanditah

Synonyms
kva — where; soka — lamentation; mohau — and bewilderment; snehah — material
affection; ya — or; bhayam — fear; va — or; ye — those which; gjfia — out of
ignorance; sambhavah — born; kva ca — and where, on the other hand; akhandita —
infinite; vijfidna — whose perception; jiana — knowledge; aisvaryah — and power;

tu — but; akhanditah — the infinite Supreme Lord.

Translation

How can lamentation, bewilderment, material affection or fear, all born out of
ignorance, be ascribed to the infinite Supreme Lord, whose perception,

knowledge and power are all similarly infinite?

Purport
Srila Prabhupada writes: “Lamentation, aggrievement and bewilderment are
characteristics of conditioned souls, but how can such things affect the person of the
Supreme, who is full of knowledge, power and all opulence? Actually, it is not at all
possible that Lord Krsna was misled by the mystic jugglery of Salva. He was

displaying His pastime of playing the role of a human being.”

All the great Bhagavatam commentators conclude that grief, illusion, attachment and
fear, which arise out of ignorance of the soul, can never be present in the
transcendental dramatic pastimes enacted by the Lord. Srila Jiva Gosvami gives
many examples from Krsna’s pastimes to illustrate this point. For instance, when the
cowherd boys entered the mouth of Aghasura, Lord Krsna was apparently
astonished. Similarly, when Brahma took away Lord Krsna’s cowherd boyfriends and

calves, the Lord at first began to look for them as if He did not know where they
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were. Thus the Lord plays the part of an ordinary human being so as to relish
transcendental pastimes with His devotees. One should never think the Personality
of Godhead is an ordinary person, as Sukadeva Gosvami explains in this and the

following verse.

SB 10.77.32
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yat-pada-sevorjitayatma-vidyaya
hinvanty anadyatma-viparyaya-graham
labhanta atmiyam anantam aisvaram

kuto nu mohah paramasya sad-gateh
Synonyms
yat — whose; pada — of the feet; seva — by service; drjitayd — made strong; atma-

vidyaya — by self-realization; hinvanti — they dispel; anadi — beginningless; atma —

of the self; viparyaya-graham — the misidentification; labhante — they attain;

atmiyam — in a personal relationship with Him; anantam — eternal; aisvaram —
glory; kutah — how; nu — indeed; mohah — bewilderment; paramasya — for the

Supreme; sat — of saintly devotees; gateh — the destination.

Translation
By virtue of self-realization fortified by service rendered to His feet, devotees
of the Lord dispel the bodily concept of life, which has bewildered the soul
since time immemorial. Thus they attain eternal glory in His personal
association. How, then, can that Supreme Truth, the destination of all genuine

saints, be subject to illusion ?

Purport
As a result of fasting the body becomes weak, and one thinks, “I am emaciated.”
Similarly, sometimes a conditioned soul thinks, “I am happy” or “I am unhappy” —
ideas based on the bodily concept of life. Simply by serving the lotus feet of Lord
Krsna, however, devotees become free from this bodily concept of life. So how could

such illusion possibly affect the Supreme Personality of Godhead at any time ?
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SB 10.77.33
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tam Sastra-piigaih praharantam ojasa
salvam saraih Saurir amogha-vikramah
viddhvacchinad varma dhanuh Siro-manim

saubham ca satror gadaya ruroja ha

Synonyms
tam — Him; Sastra — of weapons; piigaih — with torrents; praharantam — attacking;
ojasa — with great force; salvam — Salva; §araih — with His arrows; $aurih — Lord
Krsna; amogha — never exhibited in vain; vikramah — whose prowess; viddhva —
piercing; acchinat — He broke; varma — the armor; dhanuh — the bow; sirah — on
the head; manim — the jewel; saubham — the Saubha vehicle; ca — and; satroh — of

His enemy; gadaya — with His club; ruroja — He broke; ha — indeed.

Translation
While Silva continued to hurl torrents of weapons at Him with great force,
Lord Krsna, whose prowess never fails, shot His arrows at Silva, wounding
him and shattering his armor, bow and crest jewel. Then with His club the

Lord smashed His enemy’s Saubha airship.

Purport
Srila Prabhupada writes: “Then Salva thought that Krsna had been bewildered by his
mystic representations, he became encouraged and began to attack the Lord with
greater strength and energy by showering volumes of arrows upon Him. But the
enthusiasm of Salva can be compared to the speedy march of flies into a fire. Lord
Krsna, by hurling His arrows with unfathomable strength, injured $alva, whose
armor, bow and jeweled helmet all scattered into pieces. With a crashing blow from

Krsna’s club, Salva’s wonderful airplane burst into pieces and fell into the sea.”

The fact that Salva’s insignificant mystic power could not bewilder Lord Krsna is

here emphatically demonstrated.
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SB 10.77.34

] PRI ol Ut AR TS HeaeT |
gy g aeMTIeal TeRER ATealseaaTagad Il 38 i
tat krsna-hasteritaya victirnitam
papata toye gadaya sahasradha
visrjya tad bhii-talam asthito gadam
udyamya Salvo ’‘cyutam abhyagad drutam

Synonyms
tat — that (Saubha); krsna-hasta — by Lord Krsna’s hand; iritaya — wielded;
viciirnitam — shattered; papata — it fell; toye — into the water; gadaya — by the
club; sahasradhda — into thousands of pieces; visrjya — abandoning; tat — it; bhii-
talam — on the ground; dsthitah — standing; gadam — his club; udyamya — taking
up; $alvah — Salva; acyutam — Lord Krsna; abhyagat — attacked; drutam — swiftly.

Translation

Shattered into thousands of pieces by Lord Krsna’s club, the Saubha airship
plummeted into the water. Salva abandoned it, stationed himself on the

ground, took up his club and rushed toward Lord Acyuta.

SB 10.77.35
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adhavatah sa-gadam tasya bahum
bhallena chittvatha ratharigam adbhutam
vadhdaya salvasya layarka-sannibham

bibhrad babhau sarka ivodayacalah

Synonyms
adhavatah — running toward Him; sa-gadam — carrying his club; tasya — his;
bahum — arm; bhallena — with a special kind of arrow; chittvd — severing; atha —
then; ratha-arigam — His disc weapon; adbhutam — wonderful; vadhdya — for the
killing; $alvasya — of Salva; laya — at the time of universal annihilation; arka — the

sun; sannibham — exactly resembling; bibhrat — holding; babhau — He shone; sa-
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arkah — together with the sun; iva — as if; udaya — of the sunrise; acalah — the

mountain.

Translation
As Salva rushed at Him, the Lord shot a bhalla dart and cut off his arm that
held the club. Having finally decided to kill Salva, Krsna then raised His
Sudarsana disc weapon, which resembled the sun at the time of universal
annihilation. The brilliantly shining Lord appeared like the easternmost

mountain bearing the rising sun.

SB 10.77.36
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jahdara tenaiva Sirah sa-kundalam

kirita-yuktam puru-mdyino harih
vajrena vrtrasya yatha purandaro

babhiiva haheti vacas tada nrnam

Synonyms
jahara — He removed; tena — with it; eva — indeed; sirah — the head; sa — with,;
kundalam — earrings; kirita — crown; yuktam — wearing; puru — vast; mayinah —
of the possessor of magical powers; harih — Lord Krsna; vajrena — with his
thunderbolt weapon; vrtrasya — of Vrtrasura; yatha — as; purandarah — Lord Indra;
babhiiva — there arose; ha-ha iti — “alas, alas”; vacah — voices; tada — then; nrnam

—of (Sélva’s) men.

Translation

Employing His disc, Lord Hari removed that great magician’s head with its
earrings and crown, just as Purandara had used his thunderbolt to cut off

Vrtra’s head. Seeing this, all of Salva’s followers cried out, “Alas, alas!”

SB 10.77.37
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tasmin nipatite pape
saubhe ca gadaya hate
nedur dundubhayo rajan
divi deva-ganeritah
sakhinam apacitim kurvan

dantavakro rusabhyagat

Synonyms
tasmin — he; nipatite — having fallen; pape — sinful; saubhe — the Saubha vehicle;
ca — and; gadaya — by the club; hate — being destroyed; neduh — there resounded;
dundubhayah — kettledrums; rajan — O King (Pariksit); divi — in the sky; deva-gana
— by groups of demigods; iritah — played; sakhinam — for his friends; apacitim —
revenge; kurvan — intending to carry out; dantavakrah — Dantavakra; riisa —

angrily; abhyagat — ran forward.

Translation

With the sinful $dlva now dead and his Saubha airship destroyed, the heavens
resounded with kettledrums played by groups of demigods. Then Dantavakra,

wanting to avenge the death of his friends, furiously attacked the Lord.

Purport

Thus end the purports of the humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada to the Tenth Canto, Seventy-seventh Chapter, of the Srimad-

Bhagavatam, entitled “Lord Krsna Slays the Demon Salva.”
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CHAPTER SEVENTY-EIGHT

The Killing of Dantavakra, Viduratha and
Romaharsana

This chapter relates how Lord Krsna killed Dantavakra and Vidiiratha, visited
Vrndavana, and then returned to Dvaraka. It also describes how Lord Baladeva killed

the offensive Romaharsana Siita.

Intent upon avenging the death of his friend $alva, Dantavakra appeared on the
battlefield with club in hand. Lord Krsna took up His own club and came before him.
Dantavakra then insulted the Lord with harsh words and struck Him a terrific blow
on the head. Without budging in the slightest, Lord Krsna bludgeoned Dantavakra’s
chest, shattering his heart. Dantavakra had a brother named Vidiiratha, and he
became distraught at Dantavakra’s death. Taking up his sword, Vidiiratha confronted
Sri Krsna, but the Lord cut off Vidiratha’s head with His Sudar$ana disc. Lord Krsna

then visited Vrndavana for two months, and finally He returned to Dvaraka.

When Lord Baladeva heard that the Pandavas and Kauravas were about to go to war,
in order to remain neutral He left Dvaraka on the pretext of going on pilgrimage.
The Lord bathed in sacred places such as Prabhasa, Tritakiipa and Visala, and
eventually He came to the holy Naimisaranya forest, where great sages were
performing an extended fire sacrifice. While being worshiped by the assembled sages
and offered a seat of honor, the Lord noticed that Romaharsana Siita, sitting on the
speaker’s seat, had failed to stand in deference to Him. Greatly angered by this
offense, Lord Balarama killed Romaharsana by touching him with the tip of a blade

of kusa grass.

The assembled sages were disturbed by what Lord Baladeva had done, and they said
to Him, “You have unknowingly killed a brahmana. Therefore, even though You are
above the Vedic injunctions, we request You to set a perfect example for the general
populace by atoning for this sin.” Then Sri Baladeva, following the Vedic maxim that
“one’s son takes birth as one’s own self,” granted to Romaharsana’s son Ugrasrava
the position of speaker of the Puranas, and in accordance with the sages’ desires He

promised Ugrasrava a long life with unfailing sensory capacity.



SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 77-78

Page 28 / 56

Wanting to do something more for the sages, Lord Baladeva promised to kill a

demon named Balvala, who had been polluting their sacrificial arena. Finally, on the

sages’ advice, He agreed to go on a year-long pilgrimage of all the holy places in

India.

SB 10.78.1-2
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sri-Suka uvdaca

Sisupalasya $alvasya
paundrakasyapi durmatih
para-loka-gatanam ca
kurvan paroksya-sauhrdam
ekah padatih sarikruddho
gada-panih prakampayan
padbhyam imam maha-raja

maha-sattvo vyadrsyata

Synonyms

sri-sukah uvaca — Sukadeva Gosvami said; SiSupalasya — for Sisupala; salvasya —

Salva; paundrakasya — Paundraka; api — also; durmatih — evil-hearted

(Dantavakra); para-loka — to the next world; gatanam — who had gone; ca — and;

kurvan — doing; paroksya — for those who have passed away; sauhrdam — act of

friendship; ekah — alone; padatih — on foot; sarikruddhah — infuriated; gada — a

club; panih — in his hand; prakampayan — making tremble; padbhyam — with his

feet; imam — this (earth); mahda-raja — O great King (Pariksit); mahd — great;

sattvah — whose physical power; vyadrsyata — was seen.

Translation

Sukadeva Gosvami said: Acting out of friendship for Sisupala, Salva and

Paundraka, who had all passed on to the next world, the wicked Dantavakra
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appeared on the battlefield in a great rage, O King. All alone, on foot and
wielding a club in his hand, the mighty warrior shook the earth with his

footsteps.

SB 10.78.3
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tam tathayantam alokya
gadam adaya satvarah
avaplutya rathat krsnah

sindhum veleva pratyadhat

Synonyms
tam — him; tatha — in this way; ayantam — approaching; alokya — seeing; gadam
— His club; adaya — taking; satvarah — quickly; avaplutya — leaping down; rathat
— from His chariot; krsnah — Lord Krsna; sindhum — the sea; veld — the shore; iva

— as; pratyadhat — checked.

Translation

Seeing Dantavakra approach, Lord Krsna quickly picked up His club, jumped
down from His chariot and stopped His advancing opponent just as the shore

holds back the ocean.

Purport
Srila Prabhupada writes: “When Krsna appeared before Dantavakra, his heroic
march was immediately stopped, just as the great furious waves of the ocean are

stopped by the beach.”

SB 10.78.4
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gadam udyamya kariiso
mukundam praha durmadah
distya distya bhavan adya

mama drsti-patham gatah
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Synonyms
gadam — his club; udyamya — wielding; kariisah — the King of Kartiisa
(Dantavakra); mukundam — to Lord Krsna; praha — said; durmadah — intoxicated
by foolish pride; distya — by good fortune; distyd — by good fortune; bhavan — You;
adya — today; mama — my; drsti — of the sight; patham — into the path; gatah —

come.

Translation

Raising his club, the reckless King of Kariisa said to Lord Mukunda, “What

luck! What luck — to have You come before me today!

Purport
Srila Sridhara Svami explains that after having waited for three lifetimes,
Dantavakra, formerly a gatekeeper in Vaikuntha, could now return to the spiritual
world. Therefore the transcendental meaning of his statement is: “How fortunate!
How fortunate I am that today I can return to my constitutional position in the

spiritual world!”

In the next verse, Dantavakra will refer to Krsna as matuleya, a maternal cousin.

Dantavakra’s mother, Srutasrava, was the sister of Krsna’s father, Vasudeva.

SB 10.78.5
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tvam matuleyo nah krsna
mitra-dhrun mam jighamsasi
atas tvam gadaya manda

hanisye vajra-kalpaya

Synonyms
tvam — You; matuleyah — maternal cousin; nah — our; krsna — O Krsna; mitra — to
my friends; dhruk — who have committed violence; mam — me; jighamsasi — You
wish to kill; atah — therefore; tvam — You; gadaya — with my club; manda — O

fool; hanisye — I will kill; vajra-kalpaya — like a thunderbolt.
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Translation
“You are our maternal cousin, Krsna, but You committed violence against my
friends, and now You want to kill me also. Therefore, fool, I will kill You with

my thunderbolt club.

Purport
The dcaryas have given the following alternate grammatical division of the third line
of this verse: atas tvam gadaya amanda, in which case Dantavakra says, “My dear
Lord Krsna, You are amanda [not foolish], and therefore with Your powerful club
You will now send me back home, back to Godhead.” This is the inner meaning of

this verse.

SB 10.78.6
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tarhy anrnyam upaimy ajina

mitranam mitra-vatsalah
bandhu-riipam arim hatva

vyadhim deha-caram yatha

Synonyms
tarhi — then; anrnyam — payment of my debt; upaimi — I will achieve; gjfia — O

unintelligent one; mitranam — to my friends; mitra-vatsalah — who am affectionate

to my friends; bandhu — of a family member; riipam — in the form; arim — the
enemy; hatva — having killed; vyadhim — a disease; deha-caram — in one’s body;

yatha — like.

Translation

“Then, O unintelligent one, I who am obliged to my friends will have repaid
my debt to them by killing You, my enemy disguised as a relative, who are

like a disease within my body.”

Purport
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According to the acaryas, the word gjfia indicates that in comparison to Lord Krsna,
no one is more intelligent. Further, the word bandhu-riipam indicates that Lord Krsna
is actually everyone’s true friend, and vyadhim indicates that Lord Krsna is the
Supersoul, the object of meditation within the heart, who takes away our mental
distress. Furthermore, the acaryas translate the word hatva as jfiatva; in other words,

by knowing Krsna properly one can actually liberate all of one’s friends.

SB 10.78.7
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evam riksais tudan vakyaih
krsnam totrair iva dvipam
gadayatadayan miirdhni

simha-vad vyanadac ca sah

Synonyms
evam — thus; ritksaih — harsh; tudan — harassing; vakyaih — with words; krsnam —
Lord Krsna; totraih — with goads; iva — as if; dvipam — an elephant; gadaya — with
his club; atadayat — he struck Him; miirdhni — on the head; simha-vat — like a lion;

vyanadat — roared; ca — and; sah — he.

Translation

Thus trying to harass Lord Krsna with harsh words, as one might prick an
elephant with sharp goads, Dantavakra struck the Lord on the head with his

club and roared like a lion.

SB 10.78.8
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gadayabhihato ’py ajau
na cacala yadiidvahah
krsno ’pi tam ahan gurvya

kaumodakya stanantare

Synonyms


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sa%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vyanadat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=si%E1%B9%81ha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%C5%ABrdhni
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=at%C4%81%E1%B8%8Dayat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gaday%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dvipam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=iva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=totrai%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%87am
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%81kyai%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tudan
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C5%ABk%E1%B9%A3ai%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=evam

SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 77-78 Page 33 / 56

gadaya — by the club; abhihatah — hit; api — although; d@jau — on the battlefield;

na cacala — did not move; yadu-udvahah — the deliverer of the Yadus; krsnah —

Lord Krsna; api — and; tam — him, Dantavakra; ahan — struck; gurvya — heavy;
kaumodakya — with His club, named Kaumodaki; stana-antare — in the middle of

his chest.

Translation
Although hit by Dantavakra’s club, Lord Krsna, the deliverer of the Yadus, did
not budge from His place on the battlefield. Rather, with His massive

Kaumodaki club the Lord struck Dantavakra in the middle of his chest.

SB 10.78.9
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gada-nirbhinna-hrdaya
udvaman rudhiram mukhat
prasarya kesa-bahv-arnghrin

dharanyam nyapatad vyasuh
Synonyms
gada — by the club; nirbhinna — broken to pieces; hrdayah — his heart; udvaman —
vomiting; rudhiram — blood; mukhat — from his mouth; prasarya — thrusting
outward; kesa — his hair; bahu — arms; arighrin — and legs; dharanyam — on the
ground; nyapatat — he fell; vyasuh — lifeless.

Translation

His heart shattered by the club’s blow, Dantavakra vomited blood and fell

lifeless to the ground, his hair disheveled and his arms and legs sprawling.

SB 10.78.10
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tatah siksmataram jyotih

krsnam avisad adbhutam
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pasyatam sarva-bhiitanam
yatha caidya-vadhe nrpa
Synonyms
tatah — then; siksma-taram — very subtle; jyotih — a light; krsnam — Lord Krsna;
avisat — entered; adbhutam — amazing; pasyatam — as they watched; sarva — all;
bhiitanam — living beings; yathd — just as; caidya-vadhe — when Sisupala was

killed; nrpa — O King (Pariksit).

Translation

A most subtle and wondrous spark of light then [rose from the demon’s body
and] entered Lord Krsna while everyone looked on, O King, just as when

Sisupala was killed.

SB 10.78.11
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vidiirathas tu tad-bhrata
bhratr-soka-pariplutah
agacchad asi-carmabhyam
ucchvasams taj-jighamsaya
Synonyms

vidiurathah — Vidiratha; tu — but; tat — his, Dantavakra’s; bhrata — brother; bhratr
— for his brother; Soka — in sorrow; pariplutah — submerged; dgacchat — came
forward; asi — with sword; carmabhyam — and shield; ucchvasan — breathing

heavily; tat — Him, Lord Krsna; jighamsaya — wanting to kill.

Translation

But then Dantavakra’s brother Vidiiratha, immersed in sorrow over his
brother’s death, came forward breathing heavily, sword and shield in hand.

He wanted to kill the Lord.

SB 10.78.12
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tasya capatatah krsnas
cakrena ksura-nemind
siro jahara rajendra
sa-kiritam sa-kundalam
Synonyms
tasya — of him; ca — and; dpatatah — who was attacking; krsnah — Lord Krsna;
cakrena — with His Sudar$ana disc; ksura — like a razor; nemind — whose edge;
sirah — the head; jahdara — removed; rdja-indra — O best of kings; sa — with;

kiritam — helmet; sa — with; kundalam — earrings.

Translation

O best of kings, as Vidiiratha fell upon Him, Lord Krsna used His razor-edged

Sudarsana disc to remove his head, complete with its helmet and earrings.

SB 10.78.13-15
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evam saubham ca Salvam ca

dantavakram sahanujam
hatva durvisahan anyair
iditah sura-manavaih
munibhih siddha-gandharvair
vidyadhara-mahoragaih
apsarobhih pitr-ganair
yaksaih kinnara-caranaih
upagiyamana-vijayah
kusumair abhivarsitah
vrtas ca vrsni-pravarair

vivesalarkrtam purim
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Synonyms
evam — thus; saubham — the vehicle Saubha; ca — and; $alvam — $alva; ca — and;
dantavakram — Dantavakra; saha — together with; anujam — his younger brother,
Vidiiratha; hatva — having killed; durvisahan — insurmountable; anyaih — by
others; iditah — praised; sura — by demigods; manavaih — and men; munibhih — by
sages; siddha — by perfected mystics; gandharvaih — and by heavenly singers;
vidyadhara — by residents of the Vidyadhara planet; mahd-uragaih — and celestial
serpents; apsarobhih — by dancing girls of heaven; pitr-ganaih — by elevated

forefathers; yaksaih — Yaksas; kinnara-caranaih — and by Kinnaras and Caranas;

upagiyamana — being chanted; vijayah — whose victory; kusumaih — with flowers;

abhivarsitah — rained upon; vrtah — surrounded; ca — and; yrsni-pravaraih — by the

most eminent of the Vrsnis; viveSa — He entered; alarikrtam — decorated; purim —

His capital, Dvaraka.

Translation
Having thus destroyed Salva and his Saubha airship, along with Dantavakra
and his younger brother, all of whom were invincible before any other
opponent, the Lord was praised by demigods, human beings and great sages,
by Siddhas, Gandharvas, Vidyadharas and Mahoragas, and also by Apsaras,
Pitas, Yaksas, Kinnaras and Caranas. As they sang His glories and showered
Him with flowers, the Supreme Lord entered His festively decorated capital

city in the company of the most eminent Vrsnis.

SB 10.78.16

Tq ARTER: 0N AT, SIS ER: |
ST TYSEAT ST SIefa | 1 ag i
evam yogesvarah krsno
bhagavan jagad-isvarah
iyate pasu-drstinam

nirjito jayatiti sah
Synonyms

evam — in this fashion; yoga — of mystic yoga; isvarah — the Lord; krsnah — Krsna;

bhagavan — the Personality of Godhead; jagat — of the universe; iSvarah — the Lord;
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iyate — seems; pasu — like animals; drstinam — to those whose sight; nirjitah —

defeated; jayati — is victorious; iti — as if; sah — He.

Translation

Thus Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the master all mystic
power and Lord of the universe, is ever victorious. Only those of beastly vision

think He sometimes suffers defeat.

Purport

Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti gives the following elaborate commentary on this

section of Srimad-Bhdgavatam:

Concerning the killing of Dantavakra, the Uttara-khanda (279) of the Padma Purana
contains further details in the following prose passage: atha Sisupalam nihatam Srutva
dantavakrah krsnena saha yoddhum mathuram djagama. krsnas tu tac chrutva ratham
aruhya mathuram dyayau. “Then, hearing that Siupala had been killed, Dantavakra
went to Mathura to fight against Krsna. When Krsna, moreover, heard of this, He

mounted His chariot and went to Mathura.”

Tayor dantavakra-vasudevayor aho-ratram mathura-dvari sarigramah samavartata;
krsnas tu gadaya tam jaghana; sa tu ctrnita-sarvango vajra-nirbhinno mahidhara iva
gatasur avani-tale nipapata; so ’pi hareh sariipyena yogi-gamyam nityananda-sukha-dam
sasvatam paramam padam avapa: “Between the two of them — Dantavakra and Lord
Vasudeva — there then began a battle at the gate of Mathura that lasted all day and
night. Finally Krsna struck Dantavakra with His club, at which point Dantavakra fell
lifeless to the ground, all his limbs smashed like a mountain shattered by a lightning
bolt. Dantavakra achieved the liberation of gaining a form equal to the Lord’s, and
thus he also achieved the Lord’s eternal, supreme abode, attainable by perfect yogis,

which bestows the happiness of everlasting spiritual bliss.”

Ittham jaya-vijayau sanakadi-sapa-vyajena kevalam bhagavato lilartham samsrtay
avatirya janma-traye ’pi tenaiva nihatau janma-trayavasane muktim avaptau: “So it was
that Jaya and Vijaya — apparently because of being cursed by Sanaka and his

brothers but actually to facilitate the Supreme Lord’s pastimes — descended to this
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material world and in three consecutive lifetimes were killed by the Lord Himself.

Then, at the completion of these three lifetimes, they attained liberation.”

In this passage of the Padma Purana the words krsnas tu tac chrutva, “when Krsna
heard of this,” indicate that the Lord heard from Narada, who travels as swiftly as
the mind, that Dantavakra had gone to Mathura. Therefore immediately after killing
Salva, without first entering Dvaraka, the Lord reached the vicinity of Mathura in a
single moment on His chariot, which also moves as swiftly as the mind, and there He
saw Dantavakra. Thus it is that even today, by the gate of Mathura facing the
direction of Dvaraka, there is a village known in the vernacular as Datiha, a name
derived from the Sanskrit dantavakra-ha, “killer of Dantavakra.” This village was

founded by Krsna’s great-grandson Vajra.

In the same section of the Padma Purana, these statements follow: krsno ’pi tam
hatva yamunam uttirya nanda-vrajam gatva sotkanthau pitarav abhivadyasvasya
tabhyam sasru-sekam alingitah sakala-gopa-vrddhan pranamya bahu-
vastrabharanaddibhis tatra-sthan santarpayam asa. “And after killing him [Vidtratha],
Krsna crossed the Yamuna and went to the cowherd village of Nanda, where He
honored and consoled His aggrieved parents. They drenched Him with tears and
embraced Him, and then the Lord offered obeisances to the elder cowherd men and

gratified all the residents with abundant gifts of clothing, ornaments and so on.”

kalindyah puline ramye
punya-vrksa-samadcite
gopa-naribhir anisam

kridayam asa kesavah

ramya-keli-sukhenaiva
gopa-vesa-dharah prabhuh
bahu-prema-rasenatra

masa-dvayam uvasa ha

“Lord Kesava sported continuously with the cowherd women on the Kalindi’s
charming bank, which was filled with pious trees. Thus the Supreme Lord, assuming
the appearance of a cowherd, resided there for two months, enjoying the pleasure of

intimate pastimes in various moods of loving reciprocation.”
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Atha tatra-stha nanda-gopadayah sarve janah putra-daradi-sahita vasudeva-prasadena
divya-riipa-dhara vimanam ariidhah paramam vaikuntha-lokam avapuh; krsnas tu
nanda-gopa-vrajaukasam sarvesam niramayam sva-padam dattva divi deva-ganaih
samstityamano dvaravatim vivesa: “Then, by Lord Vasudeva’s grace, Nanda and all the
other residents of that place, together with their children and wives, assumed their
eternal, spiritual forms, boarded a celestial airplane and ascended to the supreme
Vaikuntha planet [Goloka Vrndavana]. Lord Krsna, however, after bestowing on
Nanda Gopa and all the other inhabitants of Vraja His own transcendental abode,
which is free of all disease, traveled through the sky and returned to Dvaraka as

demigods chanted His praises.”

Srila Riipa Gosvami comments as follows on this passage in his Laghu-bhagavatamrta

(1.488-89):

vrajesader amsa-bhiita
ye drondadya avataran
krsnas tan eva vaikunthe

prahinod iti sampratam

presthebhyo ’pi priyatamair
janair gokula-vasibhih
vrndaranye sadaivasau

viharam kurute harih

“Since Drona and other demigods had previously descended to earth to merge as
partial expansions into the King of Vraja and other devotees of Vrndavana, at this
time it was these demigod expansions whom Lord Krsna sent off to Vaikuntha. Lord
Hari is perpetually enjoying pastimes in Vrndavana with His intimate devotees, the

residents of Gokula, who are dearer to Him than even His most dear other devotees.”

In the passage of the Padma Purana, the word putra in the phrase nanda-gopadayah
sarve janah putra-daradi-sahitah (“Nanda Gopa and the others, together with their
children and wives”) refers to such sons as Krsna, Sridama and Subala, while the
word ddra refers to such wives as Sri Yasoda and Kirtida, the mother of Radharani.
The phrase sarve janah (“all the people”) refers to everyone living in the district of

Vraja. Thus they all went to the topmost Vaikuntha planet, Goloka. The phrase
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divya-riipa-dharah indicates that in Goloka they engage in pastimes appropriate to
demigods, not those suited to humans, as in Gokula. Just as during Lord
Ramacandra’s incarnation the residents of Ayodhya were transported to Vaikuntha
in their selfsame bodies, so in this incarnation of Krsna the residents of Vraja

attained to Goloka in theirs.

Lord Krsna’s journey from Dvaraka to Vraja is confirmed by the following passage of

Srimad-Bhdgavatam (1.11.9): yarhy ambujaksdpasasara bho bhavan kuriin madhiin

vatha suhrd-didrksaya/ tatrabda-koti-pratimah ksano bhavet. “O lotus-eyed Lord,
whenever You go away to Mathura, Vrndavana or Hastinapura to meet Your friends
and relatives, every moment of Your absence seems like a million years.” Lord Krsna
had been harboring a desire to go see His friends and relatives in Vraja ever since
Lord Baladeva had gone there, but His mother, father and other elders in Dvaraka
had refused to give Him permission. Now, however, after the killing of $alva, when
Krsna heard from Narada that Dantavakra had gone to Mathura, no one could object
to the Lord’s going there immediately without first entering Dvaraka. And after
killing Dantavakra, He would have the opportunity to meet with His friends and

relatives living in Vraja.

Thinking like this, and also remembering Uddhava’s allusion to the gopis in the

words gayanti te viSada-karma (Bhag. 10.71.9), He went to Vraja, dispelling the

feelings of separation of the inhabitants. For two months Lord Krsna enjoyed in
Vrndavana just as before, previous to His leaving there to kill Kamsa in Mathura.
Then, at the end of two months, He withdrew His Vraja pastimes from mundane
eyes by taking the demigod portions of His parents and other relatives and friends to
Vaikuntha. Thus, in one complete plenary manifestation He went to Goloka in the
spiritual world, in another He remained perpetually enjoying in Vraja while invisible
to material eyes, and in yet another He mounted His chariot and returned alone to
Dvaraka. The people of Saurasena province thought that after killing Dantavakra
Krsna had paid a visit to His parents and other dear ones and now was returning to
Dvaraka. The people of Vraja, on the other hand, could not understand where He

had suddenly disappeared to, and so they were totally astonished.
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Furthermore, Sukadeva considered that Pariksit Maharaja might think, “How is it
that the same Krsna who caused the cowherds to attain Vaikuntha in their selfsame
bodies also caused the residents of Dvaraka to attain such an inauspicious condition
in the course of His mausala-lila?” Thus the King might consider the arrangement
unfair because of his own affinity for the Yadus. That is why Sukadeva Gosvami did
not allow him to hear this pastime, which, as mentioned above, is related in the

Uttara-khanda of Sri Padma Purdana.

In Sri Vaisnava-tosani, Sanatana Gosvami’s commentary on the Tenth Canto, we find
the following sequential list of pastimes: First was the journey on the occasion of the
solar eclipse, then the R3ajasiiya assembly, then the gambling match and attempted
disrobing of Draupadi, then the Pandavas’ exile to the forest, then the killing of
$alva and Dantavakra, then Krsna’s visit to Vrndavana, and finally the winding up of

the Vrndavana pastimes.

SB 10.78.17

ST JEITH IM: F0T TE UT0Sd: |
derfivemeTor Aeaee: Wl faT 11 90 |

srutva yuddhodyamam ramah
kurtinam saha pandavaih
tirthabhiseka-vydjena
madhya-sthah prayayau kila

Synonyms
Srutva — hearing; yuddha — for battle; udyamam — the preparations; ramah — Lord
Balarama; kuriinam — of the Kurus; saha — with; pandavaih — the Pandavas; tirtha

— in holy places; abhiseka — of bathing; vydjena — on the pretext; madhya-sthah —
neutral; prayayau — He departed; kila — indeed.

Translation

Lord Balarama then heard that the Kurus were preparing for war with the
Pandavas. Being neutral, He departed on the pretext of going to bathe in holy

places.

Purport
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Both Duryodhana and Yudhisthira were dear to Lord Balarama, and so to avoid an
awkward situation He departed. Furthermore, after killing the demon Vidiiratha,
Lord Krsna put aside His weapons, but Lord Balarama still had to kill Romaharsana

and Balvala to finish relieving the earth of her burden of demons.

SB 10.78.18
T TR Fea <A fOqe=ar |
TREIH HfdEId It STRIorEg: 1 9¢ |
snatva prabhase santarpya
devarsi-pitr-manavan
sarasvatim prati-srotam

yayau brahmana-samvrtah

Synonyms
snatva — having bathed; prabhdse — at Prabhasa; santarpya — and having honored;
deva — the demigods; rsi — sages; pitr — forefathers; manavan — and human beings;
sarasvatim — to the river Sarasvati; prati-srotam — which flows toward the sea;

yayau — He went; brahmana-samyrtah — surrounded by brahmanas.

Translation
After bathing at Prabhasa and honoring the demigods, sages, forefathers and
prominent human beings, He went in the company of brahmanas to the

portion of the Sarasvati that flows westward into the sea.

SB 10.78.19-20
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prthiidakam bindu-saras

tritakiipam sudarsanam
visalam brahma-tirtham ca
cakram pracim sarasvatim

yamunam anu yany eva

garigam anu ca bharata
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jagama naimisam yatra
rsayah satram dasate
Synonyms
prthu — broad; udakam — whose water; bindu-sarah — the lake Bindu-sarovara;

trita-kiipam sudarsanam — the pilgrimage places known as Tritakiipa and Sudarsana;

visalam brahma-tirtham ca — Vi$ala and Brahma-tirtha; cakram — Cakra-tirtha;

pracim — flowing east; sarasvatim — the Sarasvati River; yamunam — the Yamuna
River; anu — along; yani — which; eva — all; garigdm — the Ganges; anu — along;
ca — also; bharata — O descendant of Bharata (Pariksit Maharaja); jagama — He
visited; naimisam — the Naimisa forest; yatra — where; rsayah — great sages; satram

— an elaborate sacrifice; asate — were performing.

Translation
Lord Balarama visited the broad Bindu-saras Lake, Tritakiipa, Sudarsana,
Visala, Brahma-tirtha, Cakra-tirtha and the eastward-flowing Sarasvati. He
also went to all the holy places along the Yamuna and the Ganges, O Bharata,
and then He came to the Naimisa forest, where great sages were performing an

elaborate sacrifice.

SB 10.78.21

TARTTH IR JT SERIA: |
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tam dagatam abhipretya
munayo dirgha-satrinah
abhinandya yatha-nyayam

pranamyotthdya carcayan
Synonyms
tam — Him; agatam — arrived; abhipretya — recognizing; munayah — the sages;
dirgha — for a long time; satrinah — who had been engaged in the sacrificial

performance; abhinandya — greeting; yathd — as; nydyam — correct; pranamya —
bowing down; utthdya — having stood up; ca — and; darcayan — they worshiped.

Translation
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Recognizing the Lord upon His arrival, the sages, who had been engaged in
their sacrificial rituals for a long time, greeted Him properly by standing up,

bowing down and worshiping Him.

SB 10.78.22
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so ’rcitah sa-parivarah
krtasana-parigrahah
romaharsanam dsinam

maharseh Sisyam aiksata

Synonyms
sah — He; arcitah — worshiped; sa — together with; parivarah — His entourage; krta

— having done; asana — of a seat; parigrahah — acceptance; romaharsanam —

Romaharsana Siita; asinam — seated; mahd-rseh — of the greatest of sages,

7o

Vyasadeva; sisyam — the disciple; aiksata — saw.

Translation
After being thus worshiped along with His entourage, the Lord accepted a seat

of honor. Then He noticed that Romaharsana, Vyasadeva’s disciple, had

remained seated.

SB 10.78.23
TGATRAI HTHpITRUIA |
SR o T o digied A1e@: 11 3 |
apratyutthdyinam stitam
akrta-prahvananjalim
adhyasinam ca tan viprams

cukopodviksya madhavah

Synonyms

apratyutthayinam — who had failed to stand up; siitam — the son of a mixed

marriage between a ksatriya father and brahmana mother; akrta — who had not

done; prahvana — bowing down; afijalim — and joining of palms; adhyasinam —
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sitting higher; ca — and; tan — than those; vipran — learned brahmanas; cukopa —

became angry; udviksya — seeing; madhayvah — Lord Balarama.

Translation
Lord Balarama became extremely angry upon seeing how this member of the
stita caste had failed to stand up, bow down or join his palms, and also how he

was sitting above all the learned brahmanas.

Purport
Romaharsana had failed to greet Lord Balarama in any of the standard ways for

welcoming a superior personality. Also, despite being of a lower caste, he sat in a

seat above the assembly of exalted brahmanas.

SB 10.78.24

JEATETIIH fasmHeara gfdet ot |
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yasmad asav iman vipran
adhyaste pratiloma-jah
dharma-palams tathaivasman

vadham arhati durmatih
Synonyms
yasmat — because; asau — he; iman — than these; vipran — brahmanas; adhyaste —
is sitting higher; pratiloma-jah — born from an improperly mixed marriage; dharma
— of the principles of religion; palan — the protector; tatha eva — also; asman —

Myself; vadham — death; arhati — he deserves; durmatih — foolish.

Translation

[Lord Balarama said:] Because this fool born from an improperly mixed
marriage sits above all these brahmanas and even above Me, the protector of

religion, he deserves to die.

SB 10.78.25-26
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rser bhagavato bhiitva

Sisyo ’dhitya bahiini ca
setihdsa-puranani
dharma-sastrani sarvasah
adantasyavinitasya
vrtha pandita-maninah
na gundya bhavanti sma

natasyevdjitatmanah
Synonyms
rseh — of the sage (Vyasadeva); bhagavatah — the incarnation of Godhead; bhitva —

becoming; Sisyah — a disciple; adhitya — studying; bahiini — many; ca — and; sa —

together with; itthasa — epic histories; puranani — and Puranas; dharma-sastrani —

the scriptures describing the religious duties of man; sarvasah — fully; adantasya —
for him who is not self-controlled; avinitasya — not humble; yrtha — vainly; pandita
— a scholarly authority; maninah — thinking himself; na gunaya — not leading to
good qualities; bhavanti sma — they have become; natasya — of a stage performer;

iva — like; gjita — unconquered; atmanah — whose mind.

Translation
Although he is a disciple of the divine sage Vyasa and has thoroughly learned
many scriptures from him, including the lawbooks of religious duties and the
epic histories and Puranas, all this study has not produced good qualities in
him. Rather, his study of the scriptures is like an actor’s studying his part, for
he is not self-controlled or humble and vainly presumes himself a scholarly

authority, though he has failed to conquer his own mind.

Purport
One might argue that Romaharsana committed an innocent mistake when he failed
to recognize Lord Balarama, but such an argument is refuted here by Lord

Balarama’s strong criticism.

SB 10.78.27
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etad-artho hi loke ’sminn
avataro maya krtah
vadhya me dharma-dhvajinas
te hi patakino ’dhikah

Synonyms
etat — for this; arthah — purpose; hi — indeed; loke — into the world; asmin — this;

avatarah — descent; maya — by Me; krtah — done; vadhyah — to be killed; me — by

Me; dharma-dhyajinah — those who pose as religious; te — they; hi — indeed;

patakinah — sinful; adhikah — most.

Translation

The very purpose of My descent into this world is to kill such hypocrites who

pretend to be religious. Indeed, they are the most sinful rascals.

Purport
Lord Balarama was not prepared to overlook Romaharsana’s offense. The Lord had
descended specifically to eliminate those who claim to be great religious leaders but

do not even respect the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

SB 10.78.28
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etavad uktva bhagavan
nivrtto ’sad-vadhad api
bhavitvat tam kusagrena

kara-sthenahanat prabhuh
Synonyms
etavat — this much; uktva — saying; bhagavan — the Personality of Godhead;

nivrttah — stopped; asat — the impious; vadhat — from killing; api — although;

bhavitvat — because it was inevitable; tam — him, Romaharsana; kusa — of kusa
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grass; agrena — with the tip of a blade; kara — in His hand; sthena — held; ahanat

— killed; prabhuh — the Lord.

Translation
[Sukadeva Gosvami continued:] Although Lord Balarama had stopped killing
the impious, Romaharsana’s death was inevitable. Thus, having spoken, the

Lord killed him by picking up a blade of kusa grass and touching him with its
tip.

Purport
Srila Prabhupada writes: “Lord Balarama had avoided taking part in the Battle of
Kuruksetra, and yet because of His position as an incarnation, the reestablishment of
religious principles was His prime duty. Considering these points, He killed
Romaharsana Siita simply by striking him with a kusa straw, which was nothing but
a blade of grass. If someone questions how Lord Balarama could kill Romaharsana
Siita simply by striking him with a blade of kusa grass, the answer is given in the

Srimad-Bhagavatam by the use of the word prabhu, ‘master.” The Lord’s position is

always transcendental, and because He is omnipotent He can act as He likes without
being obliged to follow the material laws and principles. Thus it was possible for

Him to kill Romaharsana Siita simply by striking him with a blade of kusa grass.”

SB 10.78.29
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haheti-vadinah sarve
munayah khinna-manasah
ticuh sarikarsanam devam

adharmas te krtah prabho

Synonyms
ha-ha — “alas, alas”; iti — thus; vadinah — saying; sarve — all; munayah — the
sages; khinna — disturbed; manasah — whose minds; iicuh — they told; sarikarsanam
— Balarama; devam — the Supreme Lord; adharmah — an irreligious act; te — by

You; krtah — done; prabho — O master.
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Translation

All the sages cried out, “Alas, alas!” in great distress. They told Lord

Sankarsana, “O master, You have committed an irreligious act !

SB 10.78.30
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asya brahmasanam dattam
asmabhir yadu-nandana
ayus catmaklamam tavad

yavat satram samdapyate

Synonyms

asya — his; brahma-asanam — the spiritual master’s seat; dattam — given; asmabhih

— by us; yadu-nandana — O darling of the Yadus; ayuh — long life; ca — and; atma

— bodily; aklamam — freedom from trouble; tavat — for that long; ydvat — until;

satram — the sacrifice; samapyate — is completed.

Translation
“O favorite of the Yadus, we gave him the seat of the spiritual master and
promised him long life and freedom from physical pain for as long as this

sacrifice continues.

Purport
Although Romaharsana was not a brahmana, having been born of a mixed marriage,
he was invested with that status by the assembled sages and thus given the

brahmdsana, the seat of the chief officiating priest.

SB 10.78.31-32
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ajanataivdcaritas

tvaya brahma-vadho yatha
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yogesvarasya bhavato
namndyo ’pi niyamakah
yady etad-brahma-hatyayah
pavanam loka-pavana
carisyati bhaval loka-

sangraho ’nanya-coditah

Synonyms
ajanata — not knowing; eva — only; dcaritah — done; tvaya — by You; brahma — of
a brahmana; vadhah — the killing; yatha — actually; yoga — of mystic power;
iSvarasya — for the Lord; bhavatah — Yourself; na — not; amndyah — scriptural

injunction; api — even; niyamakah — regulator; yadi — if; etat — for this; brahma —

of a brahmana; hatyayah — killing; pavanam — purifying atonement; loka — of the
world; pdvana — O purifier; carisyati — executes; bhavan — Your good self; loka-
sarnigrahah — benefit for the people in general; ananya — by no one else; coditah —
impelled.

Translation

“You have unknowingly killed a brahmana. Of course, even the injunctions of
revealed scripture cannot dictate to You, the Lord of all mystic power. But if
by Your own free will You nonetheless carry out the prescribed purification
for this slaying of a brahmana, O purifier of the whole world, people in

general will greatly benefit by Your example.”

SB 10.78.33
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§ri-bhagavan uvaca

carisye vadha-nirvesam
lokanugraha-kamyaya
niyamah prathame kalpe

yavan sa tu vidhiyatam

Synonyms
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sri-bhagavan uvaca — the Supreme Lord said; carisye — I will execute; vadha — for

the killing; nirvesam — atonement; loka — for the people in general; anugraha —
compassion; kamyaya — desiring to show; niyamah — the regulative injunction;
prathame — in the primary; kalpe — ritual; yavan — as much; sah — that; tu —
indeed; vidhiyatam — please prescribe.

Translation

The Personality of Godhead said: I will certainly perform the atonement for
this killing, since I wish to show compassion to the people in general. Please,

therefore, prescribe for Me whatever ritual is to be done first.

SB 10.78.34
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dirgham ayur bataitasya
sattvam indriyam eva ca
asasitam yat tad briite

sadhaye yoga-mayaya

Synonyms
dirgham — long; ayuh — life span; bata — oh; etasya — for him; sattvam — strength;
indriyam — sensory power; eva ca — also; asasitam — promised; yat — which; tat —
that; briite — please say; sadhaye — I shall make happen; yoga-mayaya — by My

mystic power.

Translation

O sages, just say the word, and by My mystic power I shall restore everything

you promised him — long life, strength and sensory power.

SB 10.78.35
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rsaya tcuh

astrasya tava viryasya
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mrtyor asmakam eva ca
yatha bhaved vacah satyam

tatha rama vidhiyatam

Synonyms
rsayah iicuh — the sages said; astrasya — of the weapon (the blade of kusa grass);
tava — Your; viryasya — potency; mrtyoh — of the death; asmakam — our; eva ca —
also; yatha — so that; bhavet — may remain; vacah — the words; satyam — true;

tathd — thus; rama — O Rama; vidhiyatam — please arrange.

Translation

The sages said: Please see to it, O Rama, that Your power and that of Your
kusa weapon, as well as our promise and Romaharsana’s death, all remain

intact.

SB 10.78.36

3ITEAT I G <0 3fdt IS |
ISR Hdgehl JRIRISEaar Il 3¢ Il

sri-bhagavan uvaca

atma vai putra utpanna
iti vedanusasanam
tasmad asya bhaved vakta

ayur-indriya-sattva-van

Synonyms

sri-bhagavan uvaca — the Supreme Lord said; atma — one’s self; vai — indeed;

putrah — the son; utpannah — born; iti — thus; veda-anusasanam — the instruction

of the Vedas; tasmat — therefore; asya — his (son); bhavet — should be; vakta — the
speaker; ayuh — long life; indriya — strong senses; sattva — and physical power; van

— possessing.

Translation
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The Supreme Lord said: The Vedas instruct us that one’s own self takes birth
again as one’s son. Thus let Romaharsana’s son become the speaker of the

Puranas, and let him be endowed with long life, strong senses and stamina.

Purport

Srila Sridhara Svami quotes the following Vedic verse to illustrate the principle

enunciated here by Lord Balarama:

anigad angat sambhavasi
hrdayad abhijayase
atma vai putra-namasi
safijiva Saradah Satam
“You have taken birth from my various limbs and have arisen from my very heart.
You are my own self in the form of my son. May you live through a hundred
autumns.” This verse appears in the Satapatha Brahmana (14.9.8.4) and the Brhad-

aranyaka Upanisad (6.4.8).

SB 10.78.37
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kim vah kamo muni-srestha
briitaham karavany atha
gjanatas tv apacitim

yatha me cintyatam budhah

Synonyms
kim — what; vah — your; kamah — desire; muni — of sages; sresthah — O best; briita

— please say; aham — I; karavani — shall do it; atha — and then; gjanatah — who

does not know; tu — indeed; apacitim — the atonement; yatha — properly; me — for
Me; cintyatam — please think of; budhah — O intelligent ones.

Translation
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Please tell Me your desire, O best of sages, and I shall certainly fulfill it. And,
O wise souls, please carefully determine My proper atonement, since I do not

know what it might be.

Purport

Lord Balarama here sets a perfect example for people in general by humbly

submitting Himself before the qualified brahmanas.

SB 10.78.38

YT HY;
SederRy gal gRI Jedall A SFa: |

< AT T: A Ao gdfor 11 3¢ |

rsaya tcuh

ilvalasya suto ghoro
balvalo nama danavah
sa diisayati nah satram

etya parvani parvani

Synonyms
rsayah ticuh — the sages said; ilvalasya — of Ilvala; sutah — the son; ghorah —

fearsome; balvalah nama — named Balvala; danavah — demon; sah — he; disayati —

contaminates; nah — our; satram — sacrifice; etya — coming; parvani parvani — on

each new-moon day.

Translation

The sages said: A fearsome demon named Balvala, the son of Ilvala, comes

here every new-moon day and contaminates our sacrifice.

Purport

First the sages tell Lord Balarama the favor they would like Him to do for them.

SB 10.78.39
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tam papam jahi dasarha
tan nah Susriisanam param
plya-Sonita-vin-miitra-

sura-mamsabhivarsinam

Synonyms
tam — that; papam — sinful person; jahi — please kill; dasarha — O descendant of
Dasarha; tat — that; nah — to us; Susriisanam — service; param — best; pitya — pus;
Sonita — blood; vit — feces; miitra — urine; sura — wine; mamsa — and meat;

abhivarsinam — who pours down.

Translation
O descendant of Dasarha, please kill that sinful demon, who pours down pus,
blood, feces, urine, wine and meat upon us. This is the best service You can do

for us.

SB 10.78.40
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tatas ca bharatam varsam
paritya su-samahitah
caritva dvadasa-masams

tirtha-sndyi visudhyasi

Synonyms

tatah — then; ca — and; bharatam varsam — the land of Bharata (India); paritya —

circumambulating; su-samahitah — in a serious mood; caritva — performing
penances; dvadasa — twelve; masan — months; tirtha — at holy places of pilgrimage;

snayi — bathing; visudhyasi — You will be purified.

Translation
Thereafter, for twelve months, You should circumambulate the land of Bharata
in a mood of serious meditation, executing austerities and bathing at various

holy pilgrimage sites. In this way You will become purified.
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Purport
Srila Jiva Gosvami points out that the word visudhyasi means that Lord Balarama
would achieve spotless fame by setting such a perfect example for the people in

general.

Srila Prabhupada writes: “The brahmanas could understand the purpose of the Lord,
and thus they suggested that He atone in a manner which would be beneficial to

them.”

Thus end the purports of the humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada to the Tenth Canto, Seventy-eighth Chapter, of the Srimad-

Bhagavatam, entitled “The Killing of Dantavakra, Vidiiratha and Romaharsana.”
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