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CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE

The Brahmanas’ Wives Blessed

This chapter describes how Lord Sri Krsna, after inducing the cowherd boys to beg
for food, showed mercy to the wives of some brahmanas performing a sacrifice and

made the brahmanas themselves feel remorse.

When the cowherd boys became very hungry, they asked Sri Krsna about obtaining
food, and He sent them to beg some from a group of brahmanas who were
performing a sacrifice nearby. But these brahmanas ignored the boys, thinking Sri
Krsna an ordinary human being. The boys returned disappointed, but the Lord sent
them off again, advising them to ask the brahmanas’ wives for the food. These ladies
had heard of Krsna’s transcendental qualities and were very much attached to Him.
Thus as soon as they learned He was nearby, they went to Him in great haste,

bringing all four varieties of food. In this way they offered themselves to Sri Krsna.

Krsna told the women that while one can develop transcendental love for Him by
seeing His Deity form in the temple, meditating upon Him and chanting His glories,
one cannot achieve this result simply by being in His physical presence. He advised
them that since they were housewives, their particular duty was to help their

husbands perform sacrifices. He therefore instructed them to return to their homes.

When the ladies went back home, their brahmana husbands at once felt remorse, and
they lamented, “For anyone inimical to Krsna, his three births — seminal,
brahminical and sacrificial — are all condemned. On the other hand, these
womenfolk, who have not undergone the purificatory processes of the brahminical
class or performed any austerity or pious rituals, have through devotion for Krsna

easily cut off the bondage of death.

“Since Lord Krsna’s every desire is completely fulfilled, His begging for food was
simply an act of mercy toward us brahmanas. All the fruits of Vedic sacrifice — and
indeed all things on earth — are His opulences, yet out of ignorance we could not

appreciate this fact.”
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Having spoken thus, all the brahmanas offered their obeisances to Lord Sri Krsna,
hoping to counteract their offense. Nonetheless, out of fear of King Kamsa they did

not go to see the Lord in person.

SB 10.23.1
siRTIaT Y
R I HETETE] PSUl SRR |
ST I qTEd oo dgredt: Il 9 |
sri-gopa ticuh
rama rama maha-baho
krsna dusta-nibarhana
esa vai badhate ksun nas

tac-chantim kartum arhathah

Synonyms
sri-gopah uicuh — the cowherd boys said; rama rama — O Lord Rama, Lord Rama;
maha-baho — O mighty-armed one; krsna — O Lord Krsna; dusta — of the wicked;
nibarhana — O destroyer; esa — this; vai — indeed; badhate — is causing distress;

ksut — hunger; nah — to us; tat-santim — its counteraction; kartum arhathah — You

ought to do.

Translation

The cowherd boys said: O Rama, Rama, mighty-armed one! O Krsna, chastiser
of the wicked! We are being harassed by hunger, and You should do something

about it.

Purport
The cowherd boys jokingly implied that since Sri Krsna is the subduer of all bad
things, the Lord should subdue their hunger by arranging for them to eat. In this
statement by the cowherd boys, we observe the intimate loving friendship they

enjoyed with the Supreme Personality of Godhead.


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Br%C4%AB
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=arhatha%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kartum
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9B%C4%81ntim
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=na%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%A3ut
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=b%C4%81dhate
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vai
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=e%E1%B9%A3%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=nibarha%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=du%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%ADa
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=b%C4%81ho
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mah%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81ma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81ma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%ABcu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gop%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
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SB 10.23.2
g Jar
i fagfuar Mihfrar SadhNga: |
TR favrafar: TRitefEeAsdrd I R |
sri-Suka uvdca
iti vijiapito gopair
bhagavan devaki-sutah
bhaktdaya vipra-bharydyah

prasidann idam abravit
Synonyms
$ri-Sukah uvaca — Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said; iti — thus; vijfiapitah — informed;

gopaih — by the cowherd boys; bhagavan — the Supreme Personality of Godhead;

devaki-sutah — the son of Devaki; bhaktayah — His devotees; vipra-bharyayah — the

wives of the brahmanas; prasidan — desiring to satisfy; idam — this; abravit — He

spoke.

Translation
Sukadeva Gosvami said: Thus entreated by the cowherd boys, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, the son of Devaki, replied as follows, desiring to

please certain of His devotees who were brahmanas’ wives.

SB 10.23.3

TRITT SISt SRV Seranfa: |
THAAITERE AT TR FRBRAT 11 3 |l
prayata deva-yajanam
brahmana brahma-vadinah
satram angirasam nama

hy asate svarga-kamyaya

Synonyms
prayata — please go; deva-yajanam — to the sacrificial arena; brahmanah —

brahmanas; brahma-vadinah — followers of the Vedic injunctions; satram — a

sacrifice; angirasam nama — known as Angirasa; hi — indeed; dsate — they are now

performing; svarga-kamyaya — with the motive of promotion to heaven.



https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%C4%81myay%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=svarga
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81sate
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=hi
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=n%C4%81ma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81%E1%B9%85girasam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=satram
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%81dina%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=brahma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=br%C4%81hma%E1%B9%87%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yajanam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=deva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pray%C4%81ta
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abrav%C4%ABt
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=idam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pras%C4%ABdan
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bh%C4%81ry%C4%81y%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vipra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhakt%C4%81y%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=suta%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=devak%C4%AB
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhagav%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gopai%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vij%C3%B1%C4%81pita%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=iti
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=uv%C4%81ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Buka%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Br%C4%AB
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Translation

[Lord Krsna said:] Please go to the sacrificial arena where a group of
brahmanas, learned in the Vedic injunctions, are now performing the Angirasa

sacrifice to gain promotion to heaven.

SB 10.23.4

TF TIcd et MUT TR feafoidr: |
DI P IR 77 AR 1 8 |

tatra gatvaudanam gopa

yacatasmad-visarjitah
kirtayanto bhagavata

aryasya mama cabhidham

Synonyms
tatra — there; gatva — going; odanam — food; gopah — My dear cowherd boys;
ydcata — just request; asmat — by Us; visarjitah — dispatched; kirtayantah —
announcing; bhagavatah — of the Supreme Lord; aryasya — the elder; mama — My;

ca — also; abhidham — name.

Translation
When you go there, My dear cowherd boys, simply request some food. Declare
to them the name of My elder brother, the Supreme Lord Balarama, and also

My name, and explain that you have been sent by Us.

Purport
Lord Krsna encouraged His boyfriends to request charity without being embarrassed.
In case the boys felt they had no right to personally approach such respectable
brahmanas, the Lord told them to mention the names of Balarama and Krsna, the

holy names of God.

SB 10.23.5

ST e AT o T |

Pareiielye faureusacyfaar i i Yy |


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abhidh%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mama
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81ryasya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhagavata%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%C4%ABrtayanta%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=visarjit%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=asmat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=y%C4%81cata
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gop%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=odanam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gatv%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tatra
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ity adista bhagavata
gatva ydcanta te tathd
krtanjali-puta vipran
danda-vat patita bhuvi
Synonyms
iti — in these words; adistah — ordered; bhagavata — by the Supreme Lord Krsna;
gatva — going; aydcanta — begged; te — they; tatha — in that manner; krta-afijali-
putdh — joining their palms in humble supplication; vipran — to the brahmanas;

danda-vat — like sticks; patitah — falling; bhuvi — upon the ground.

Translation
Thus instructed by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the cowherd boys
went there and submitted their request. They stood before the brahmanas with

palms joined in supplication and then fell flat on the ground to offer respect.

SB 10.23.6

2 AT YU FURITSABIRTT: |
TSI 96 aY MYl e Il & |
he bhiimi-devah srnuta
krsnasyadesa-karinah
praptan janita bhadram vo

gopan no rama-coditan

Synonyms

he bhiimi-devah — O earthly gods; srnuta — please hear us; krsnasya adesa — of the

order of Krsna; karinah — the executors; praptan — arrived; janita — please
recognize; bhadram — all good; yah — unto you; gopan — cowherd boys; nah — us;

rama-coditan — sent by Lord Rama.

Translation
[The cowherd boys said:] O earthly gods, please hear us. We cowherd boys
are executing the orders of Krsna, and we have been sent here by Balarama.

We wish all good for you. Please acknowledge our arrival.


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=codit%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81ma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=na%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gop%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=va%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhadram
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=j%C4%81n%C4%ABta
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pr%C4%81pt%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%C4%81ri%E1%B9%87a%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81de%C5%9Ba
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%87asya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9B%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%87uta
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dev%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bh%C5%ABmi
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=he
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhuvi
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=patit%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=da%E1%B9%87%E1%B8%8Da
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vipr%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pu%E1%B9%AD%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=a%C3%B1jali
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9Bta
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tath%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=te
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ay%C4%81canta
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gatv%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhagavat%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81di%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%ADa%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=iti
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Purport
The term bhiimi-devah, “gods on earth,” refers here to the brahmanas, who are
supposed to closely represent the will of the Supreme Lord. The philosophy of Krsna
consciousness is not a primitive polytheistic doctrine holding that human beings on
the earth are gods. Rather, it is a science that traces the descent of authority from
the Absolute Truth Himself, Sri Krsna. The authority and power of God naturally
extend along with the extension of His creation, and on the earth the Lord’s will and

authority are represented by purified, enlightened men called brahmanas.

This account will illustrate that the ritualistic brahmanas approached by the cowherd
boys were not at all properly enlightened and thus could not appreciate the position
of Krsna and Balarama or that of Their intimate associates. In fact, this pastime
exposes the pretentious position of so-called brahmanas who are not faithful devotees

of the Supreme Lord.

SB 10.23.7

TARIIE ISR 3ME
Mg ar Aal gyfa! |
GRIESIRGICELIDEINIH
STET T A T R 11O ]

gas carayantav avidiira odanam
ramacyutau vo lasato bubhuksitau
tayor dvija odanam arthinor yadi

sraddha ca vo yacchata dharma-vittamah

Synonyms
gah — Their cows; carayantau — grazing; avidiire — not far away; odanam — food;
rama-acyutau — Lord Rama and Lord Acyuta; vah — from you; lasatah — are
desiring; bubhuksitau — being hungry; tayoh — for Them; dvijah — O brahmanas;

odanam — food; arthinoh — begging; yadi — if; sraddha — any faith; ca — and; vah

— on your part; yacchata — please give; dharma-vit-tamah — O best knowers of the

principles of religion.

Translation


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tam%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vit
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dharma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yacchata
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=va%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Braddh%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yadi
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=arthino%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=odanam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dvij%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tayo%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bubhuk%E1%B9%A3itau
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=la%E1%B9%A3ata%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=va%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=acyutau
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81ma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=odanam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=avid%C5%ABre
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=c%C4%81rayantau
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=g%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
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Lord Rama and Lord Acyuta are tending Their cows not far from here. They are
hungry and want you to give Them some of your food. Therefore, O
brahmanas, O best of the knowers of religion, if you have faith please give

some food to Them.

Purport
The cowherd boys doubted the generosity of the brahmanas, and thus they used the
word bubhuksitau, meaning that Krsna and Balarama were hungry. The boys
expected the brahmanas to know the Vedic injunction annasya ksuditam patram:
“Anyone who is hungry is a fit candidate for receiving food in charity.” But if the
brahmanas would not recognize the authority of Krsna and Balarama, their title dvija
would be taken to mean merely “born from two parents” (dvi — from two, ja —
born) rather than “twice-born.” When the brahmanas did not respond to the cowherd
boys’ initial request, the boys addressed the brahmanas, with a slight trace of

sarcasm, as dharma-vit-tamah, “O best of the knowers of religion.”

SB 10.23.8

&I YT HAFAH FTT: |
3= SHfereeTy e fe g i1 ¢ i
diksayah pasu-samsthayah
sautramanyas ca sattamah
anyatra diksitasyapi

nannam asnan hi dusyati

Synonyms

diksayah — beginning with the initiation for a sacrifice; pasu-samsthayah — until

sacrificing the animal; sautramanyah — outside of the sacrifice known as

Sautramani; ca — and; sat-tamah — O purest ones; anyatra — elsewhere; diksitasya
— of one who has been initiated for the sacrifice; api — even; na — not; annam —

food; asnan — eating; hi — indeed; dusyati — creates offense.

Translation

Except during the interval between the initiation of the performer of a

sacrifice and the actual sacrifice of the animal, O most pure brahmanas, it is


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=du%E1%B9%A3yati
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=hi
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=a%C5%9Bnan
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=annam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=na
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=api
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=d%C4%ABk%E1%B9%A3itasya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=anyatra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tam%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sautr%C4%81ma%E1%B9%87y%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sa%E1%B9%81sth%C4%81y%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pa%C5%9Bu
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=d%C4%ABk%E1%B9%A3%C4%81y%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
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not contaminating for even the initiated to partake of food, at least in

sacrifices other than the Sautramani.

Purport
The cowherd boys anticipated the possible objection from the brahmanas that they
couldn’t give the boys any food because they themselves had not yet eaten, and that
a priest initiated to perform a sacrifice should not eat. Therefore the boys humbly
informed the brahmanas about various technicalities of ritualistic sacrifice. The
cowherd boys were not unaware of the formalities of Vedic culture, but their real

intention was simply to render loving service to Lord Krsna.

SB 10.23.9

A O TaETesT guaarsty 7 g: |
&1 RGN Tl JEHT: 11 ] |
iti te bhagavad-yacfiam
Srmvanto ’pi na Susruvuh
ksudrasa bhiiri-karmano

balisa vrddha-maninah
Synonyms
iti — thus; te — they, the brahmanas; bhagavat — of the Supreme Personality of

Godhead; yacriam — the supplication; srnvantah — hearing; api — although; na

susruvuh — they did not hear; ksudra-asah — full of petty desire; bhiri-karmanah —

entangled in elaborate ritualistic activities; balisah — childish fools; yrddha-maninah

— presuming themselves to be wise men.

Translation
The brahmanas heard this supplication from the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, yet they refused to pay heed. Indeed, they were full of petty desires
and entangled in elaborate rituals. Though presuming themselves advanced in

Vedic learning, they were actually inexperienced fools.

Purport


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%C4%81nina%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%E1%B9%9Bddha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=b%C4%81li%C5%9B%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=karm%C4%81%E1%B9%87a%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bh%C5%ABri
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81%C5%9B%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%A3udra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Bu%C5%9Bruvu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=na
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=api
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9B%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%87vanta%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=y%C4%81c%C3%B1%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhagavat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=te
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=iti
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These childish brahmanas were full of petty desires, such as the desire to attain to
material heaven, and therefore they could not recognize the golden transcendental
opportunity offered them by the arrival of Krsna’s personal boyfriends. Presently,
throughout the world, people are madly pursuing material advancement and thus
cannot hear the message of the Supreme Lord Krsna that is being broadcast through
the missionary activities of the Krsna consciousness movement. Times have hardly

changed, and proud, materialistic priests are still prevalent on the earth.

SB 10.23.10-11
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desah kalah prthag dravyam
mantra-tantrartvijo ’gnayah
devatd yajamanas ca
kratur dharmas ca yan-mayah
tam brahma paramam saksad
bhagavantam adhoksajam
manusya-drstya dusprajia

martyatmano na menire

Synonyms

desah — the place; kalah — time; prthak dravyam — particular items of

paraphernalia; mantra — Vedic hymns; tantra — prescribed rituals; rtvijah — priests;
agnayah — sacrificial fires; devatah — the presiding demigods; yajamanah — the
performer of the sacrifice; ca — and; kratuh — the offering; dharmah — the invisible
power of fruitive results; ca — and; yat — whom; mayah — constituting; tam —

Him; brahma paramam — the Supreme Absolute Truth; saksat — directly manifest;

bhagavantam — the Personality of Godhead; adhoksajam — who is transcendental to

material senses; manusya-drstya — seeing Him as an ordinary man; dusprajfiah —

perverted in their intelligence; martya-atmanah — falsely identifying themselves with

the material body; na menire — they did not properly honor.
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Translation
Although the ingredients of sacrificial performance — the place, time,
particular paraphernalia, mantras, rituals, priests, fires, demigods, performer,
offering and the as yet unseen beneficial results — are all simply aspects of His
opulences, the brahmanas saw Lord Krsna as an ordinary human because of
their perverted intelligence. They failed to recognize that He is the Supreme
Absolute Truth, the directly manifest Personality of Godhead, whom the
material senses cannot ordinarily perceive. Thus bewildered by their false

identification with the mortal body, they did not show Him proper respect.

Purport
The ritualistic brahmanas could not understand why the sacrificial food should be
offered to Lord Krsna, whom they considered an ordinary human being. Just as a
person with rose-colored glasses sees the entire world as rose-colored, a conditioned
soul with mundane vision sees even God Himself as mundane and thus loses the

opportunity to go back home, back to Godhead.

SB 10.23.12
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na te yad om iti procur
na neti ca parantapa
gopa nirasah pratyetya

tathocuh krsna-ramayoh

Synonyms
na — not; te — they; yat — when; om — “so be it”; iti — thus; procuh — did speak;
na — not; na — “no”; iti — thus; ca — either; parantapa — O chastiser of the
enemies, Pariksit Maharaja; gopah — the cowherd boys; nirasah — discouraged;

pratyetya — returning; tatha — thus; ticuh — described; krsna-ramayoh — to Lord

Krsna and Lord Rama.

Translation
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When the brahmanas failed to reply even with a simple yes or no, O chastiser
of the enemy [Pariksit], the cowherd boys returned disappointed to Krsna and

Rama and reported this to Them.

SB 10.23.13
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tad upakarnya bhagavan
prahasya jagad-iSvarah
vyajahara punar gopan

darsayan laukikim gatim

Synonyms
tat — that; upakarnya — hearing; bhagavan — the Supreme Lord; prahasya —
laughing; jagat-isvarah — the controller of the entire universe; vyajahara —
addressed; punah — again; gopan — the cowherd boys; darsayan — showing;

laukikim — of the ordinary world; gatim — the way.

Translation
Hearing what had happened, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the Lord of
the universe, simply laughed. Then He again addressed the cowherd boys,

showing them the way men act in this world.

Purport
By laughing, Lord Krsna indicated to the cowherd boys that they need not be angry
at the ritualistic brahmanas but should understand that one who begs will often be

refused.

SB 10.23.14
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sa-sanikarsanam agatam
dasyanti kamam annam vah

snigdhd mayy usita dhiya
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Synonyms
mam — Me; jlidpayata — please announce; patnibhyah — to the wives; sa-
sarikarsanam — together with Lord Balarama; dgatam — arrived; ddsyanti — they
will give; kamam — as much as you desire; annam — food; vah — to you; snigdhah

— affectionate; mayi — in Me; usitah — residing; dhiya — with their intelligence.

Translation
[Lord Krsna said:] Tell the wives of the brahmanas that I have come here with
Lord Sankarsana. They will certainly give you all the food you want, for they
are most affectionate toward Me and, indeed, with their intelligence reside in

Me alone.

Purport
While physically the wives of the brahmanas remained at home, within their minds
they resided in the Supreme Lord Krsna because of intense affection for Him. Srila
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura explains that the reason Lord Krsna did not have the
cowherd boys tell the brahmanas’ wives He was hungry is that He knew this would
severely distress these devoted ladies. Simply out of affection for Lord Krsna,
however, the wives would be happy to give all the food requested of them. They
would not heed their husbands’ prohibitions, since they resided within the Lord

through their transcendental intelligence.
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drstvasinah sv-alankrtah
natva dvija-satir gopah

prasritd idam abruvan
Synonyms
gatva — going; atha — then; patni-salayam — in the house of the wives of the

brahmanas; drstva — seeing them; asinah — sitting; su-alankrtah — nicely

ornamented; natvda — bowing down to offer obeisances; dvija-satih — to the chaste
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wives of the brahmanas; gopah — the cowherd boys; prasritah — humbly; idam —

this; abruvan — spoke.

Translation

The cowherd boys then went to the house where the brahmanas’ wives were
staying. There the boys saw those chaste ladies sitting, nicely decorated with
fine ornaments. Bowing down to the brahmana ladies, the boys addressed

them in all humility.

SB 10.23.16
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namo vo vipra-patnibhyo
nibodhata vacamsi nah
ito ’vidiire carata

krsnenehesita vayam

Synonyms

namah — obeisances; vah — unto you; vipra-patnibhyah — the wives of the
brahmanas; nibodhata — please hear; vacamsi — words; nah — our; itah — from
here; avidiire — not distant; carata — who is going; krsnena — by Lord Krsna; tha —

here; isitah — sent; vayam — we.

Translation

[The cowherd boys said:] Obeisances unto you, O wives of the learned
brahmanas. Kindly hear our words. We have been sent here by Lord Krsna,

who is passing by not far from here.

SB 10.23.17
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gas carayan sa gopalaih

sa-ramo diiram agatah
bubhuksitasya tasyannam

sanugasya pradiyatam
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Synonyms
gah — the cows; carayan — tending; sah — He; gopalaih — in the company of the
cowherd boys; sa-ramah — together with Lord Balarama; diram — from far away;
agatah — has come; bubhuksitasya — who is hungry; tasya — for Him; annam —
food; sa-anugasya — together with His companions; pradiyatam — should be given.

Translation

He has come a long way with the cowherd boys and Lord Balarama, tending
the cows. Now He is hungry, so some food should be given for Him and His

companions.

SB 10.23.18
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Srutvacyutam updayatam

nityam tad-darsanotsukah
tat-kathaksipta-manaso

babhiivur jata-sambhramah

Synonyms
srutva — hearing; acyutam — Lord Krsna; updyatam — come nearby; nityam —
constantly; tat-darsana — for the sight of Him; utsukah — eager; tat-katha — by
descriptions of Him; akspita — enchanted; manasah — their minds; babhiivuh — they

became; jata-sambhramah — excited.

Translation

The wives of the brahmanas were always eager to see Krsna, for their minds
had been enchanted by descriptions of Him. Thus as soon as they heard that

He had come, they became very excited.

SB 10.23.19
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catur-vidham bahu-gunam
annam addya bhajanaih
abhisasruh priyam sarvah

samudram iva nimnagah

Synonyms
catuh-vidham — of the four varieties (that which is chewed, that which is drunk, that
which is licked and that which is sucked); bahu-gunam — endowed with many rich
tastes and fragrances; annam — food; adaya — bringing; bhajanaih — in large
vessels; abhisasruh — they went forward; priyam — to their beloved; sarvah — all of

them; samudram — to the ocean; iva — just as; nimna-gah — the rivers.

Translation
Taking along in large vessels the four kinds of foods, full of fine tastes and
aromas, all the ladies went forth to meet their beloved, just as rivers flow

toward the sea.

Purport

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura explains that the wives of the brahmanas
experienced conjugal feelings toward Krsna, as if He were their paramour; thus they

could not be checked as they rushed to see Him.
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nisidhyamanah patibhir
bhratrbhir bandhubhih sutaih

bhagavaty uttama-sloke

dirgha-sruta-dhrtasayah
yamunopavane ’Soka
nava-pallava-mandite

vicarantam vrtam gopaih

sagrajam dadrsuh striyah
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Synonyms
nisidhyamanah — being forbidden; patibhih — by their husbands; bhratrbhih — by

their brothers; bandhubhih — by other relatives; sutaih — and by their sons;
bhagavati — directed toward the Supreme Personality of Godhead; uttama-sloke —
who is praised with transcendental hymns; dirgha — for a long time; sruta —
because of hearing; dhrta — acquired; asayah — whose expectations; yamund-

upavane — in a garden along the river Yamuna; asoka-nava-pallava — by the buds of

the asoka trees; mandite — decorated; vicarantam — wandering; vrtam —
surrounded; gopaih — by the cowherd boys; sa-agrajam — together with His elder
brother; dadrsuh — they saw; striyah — the ladies.

Translation

Although their husbands, brothers, sons and other relatives tried to forbid
them from going, their hope of seeing Krsna, cultivated by extensive hearing
of His transcendental qualities, won out. Along the river Yamuna, within a
garden decorated with buds of asoka trees, they caught sight of Him strolling

along in the company of the cowherd boys and His elder brother, Balarama.
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Syamam hiranya-paridhim vanamalya-barha-
dhatu-pravala-nata-vesam anavratamse
vinyasta-hastam itarena dhunanam abjam

karnotpalalaka-kapola-mukhabja-hasam

Synonyms
syamam — dark blue in complexion; hiranya — golden; paridhim — whose garment;
vana-malya — with a forest garland; barha — peacock feather; dhatu — colored
minerals; pravala — and sprigs of buds; nata — like a dancer upon the stage; vesam
— dressed; anuyvrata — of a friend; amse — upon the shoulder; vinyasta — placed;

hastam — His hand; itarena — with the other; dhunanam — twirling; abjam — a
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lotus; karna — upon His ears; utpala — lilies; alaka-kapola — with hair extending

over His cheeks; mukha-abja — upon His lotuslike face; hasam — having a smile.

Translation

His complexion was dark blue and His garment golden. Wearing a peacock
feather, colored minerals, sprigs of flower buds, and a garland of forest
flowers and leaves, He was dressed just like a dramatic dancer. He rested one
hand upon the shoulder of a friend and with the other twirled a lotus. Lilies
graced His ears, His hair hung down over His cheeks, and His lotuslike face

was smiling.

SB 10.23.23
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prayah-sruta-priyatamodaya-karna-piirair
yasmin nimagna-manasas tam athaksi-randraih

antah pravesya su-ciram parirabhya tapam

prajiiam yathabhimatayo vijahur narendra

Synonyms
prayah — repeatedly; sruta — heard; priya-tama — of their dearmost; udaya — the
glories; karna-piiraih — which were the ornaments of their ears; yasmin — in whom;
nimagna — submerged; manasah — their minds; tam — Him; atha — then; aksi-
randhraih — through the apertures of their eyes; antah — within; pravesya — making
enter; su-ciram — for a long time; parirabhya — embracing; tapam — their distress;

prajiiam — the inner consciousness; yatha — as; abhimatayah — the functions of false

ego; vijahuh — they gave up; nara-indra — O ruler of men.

Translation
O ruler of men, for a long time those brahmana ladies had heard about Krsna,
their beloved, and His glories had become the constant ornaments of their

ears. Indeed, their minds were always absorbed in Him. Through the apertures
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of their eyes they now forced Him to enter within their hearts, and then they
embraced Him within for a long time. In this way they finally gave up the pain
of separation from Him, just as sages give up the anxiety of false ego by

embracing their innermost consciousness.

SB 10.23.24
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tas tatha tyakta-sarvasah
prapta atma-didrksaya

praha prahasitananah

Synonyms

tah — those ladies; tatha — in such a state; tyakta-sarva-asah — having given up all

material desires; praptah — arrived; atma-didrksaya — with the desire of seeing

Himself; vijidya — understanding; akhila-drk — of the vision of all creatures; drasta

— the seer; praha — He spoke; prahasita-ananah — with a smile upon His face.

Translation

Lord Krsna, who witnesses the thoughts of all creatures, understood how those
ladies had abandoned all worldly hopes and come there simply to see Him.

Thus He addressed them as follows with a smile upon His face.

SB 10.23.25
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svagatam vo maha-bhaga
asyatam karavama kim
yan no didrksaya prapta

upapannam idam hi vah

Synonyms
su-agatam — auspicious welcome; vah — for you; maha-bhagah — O fortunate ladies;

asyatam — please come sit; karavama — I can do; kim — what; yat — because; nah


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=na%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kim
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=karav%C4%81ma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81syat%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bh%C4%81g%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mah%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=va%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81gatam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=su
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81nana%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=prahasita
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pr%C4%81ha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dra%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%AD%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=d%E1%B9%9Bk
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=akhila
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vij%C3%B1%C4%81ya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=did%E1%B9%9Bk%E1%B9%A3ay%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81tma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pr%C4%81pt%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81%C5%9B%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sarva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tyakta
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tath%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=t%C4%81%E1%B8%A5

SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 23-24 Page 20 / 75

— Us; didrksaya — with the desire of seeing; praptah — you have come; upapannam

— fitting; idam — this; hi — certainly; vah — on your part.

Translation

[Lord Krsna said:] Welcome, O most fortunate ladies. Please sit down and
make yourselves comfortable. What can I do for you? That you have come here

to see Me is most appropriate.

Purport
Just as Sri Krsna welcomed the gopis who came to dance with Him at night, He
similarly welcomed the brahmanas’ wives, whose pure love for Him was proved by
their overcoming many hindrances to see the Lord. The word upapannam indicates
that although these ladies had rejected their husbands’ orders, their behavior was
not at all inappropriate, since their husbands had obviously tried to obstruct their

loving service to Lord Krsna.

SB 10.23.26
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nanv addha mayi kurvanti

kusalah svartha-darsinah
ahaituky avyavahitam

bhaktim atma-priye yatha

Synonyms
nanu — certainly; addha — directly; mayi — unto Me; kurvanti — they perform,;
kusalah — those who are expert; sva-artha — their own true benefit; darsinah — who

perceive; ahaituki — unmotivated; avyavahitam — uninterrupted; bhaktim —

devotional service; atma — to the soul; priye — who am most dear; yatha —

properly.

Translation
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Certainly expert personalities, who can see their own true interest, render
unmotivated and uninterrupted devotional service directly unto Me, for I am

most dear to the soul.

Purport
The Supreme Lord informed the brahmanas’ wives that not only they but all people
who recognize their true self-interest take to the spiritual process of loving service to
the Lord. Lord Krsna is atma-priya, the real object of love for everyone. Although
each individual has his own taste and freedom, ultimately every living being is a
spiritual spark of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; thus everyone’s primary
loving attraction is constitutionally meant for Lord Sri Krsna. Loving service to the
Lord should be ahaituki, without personal motive, and avyavahita, unobstructed by

mental speculation, selfish desire or any quirk of time and circumstance.

SB 10.23.27

YRS ERSIRECINE R R ICU
TR T TR bl =qux: TO:—1: 11 09 ]

prana-buddhi-manah-svatma

darapatya-dhanadayah
yat-samparkat priya asams

tatah ko nv aparah priyah

Synonyms
prana — one’s vital force; buddhi — intelligence; manah — mind; sva — relatives;
atma — body; dara — wife; apatya — children; dhana — wealth; adayah — and so
forth; yat — with which (self); samparkat — because of contact; priyah — dear; asan
— have become; tatah — than that; kah — what; nu — indeed; aparah — other;

priyah — dear object.

Translation
It is only by contact with the self that one’s vital breath, intelligence, mind,
friends, body, wife, children, wealth and so on are dear. Therefore what object

can possibly be more dear than one’s own self?
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Purport

The word yat-samparkat in this verse refers to contact with the individual self and
ultimately with the Supreme Self, the Lord, who is the origin of the individual living
being. By developing Krsna consciousness, one automatically becomes self-realized,
and thus one’s vital strength, intelligence, mind, relatives, body, family and wealth
all become enhanced and brilliant by the central influence of Krsna consciousness.
This happens because Krsna consciousness is the optimum efficient conjunction of
the individual self, who is pure consciousness, with the Supreme Self and supreme

consciousness, Krsna.

SB 10.23.28
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tad yata deva-yajanam
patayo vo dvijatayah
sva-satram parayisyanti

yusmabhir grha-medhinah

Synonyms
tat — therefore; yata — go; deva-yajanam — to the sacrificial arena; patayah — the
husbands; vah — your; dvi-jatayah — the brahmanas; sva-satram — their own
sacrifices; parayisyanti — will be able to finish; yusmabhih — together with you;

grha-medhinah — the householders.

Translation
You should thus return to the sacrificial arena, because your husbands, the
learned brahmanas, are householders and need your assistance to finish their

respective sacrifices.

SB 10.23.29
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sri-patnya tcuh
maivam vibho ’rhati bhavan gaditum nr-Samsam
satyam kurusva nigamam tava pada-miilam
prapta vayam tulasi-dama padavasrstam

kesair nivodhum atilarighya samasta-bandhiin

Synonyms
sri-patnyah ticuh — the wives of the brahmanas said; ma — not; evam — like this;
vibho — O almighty Lord; arhati — ought; bhavan — You, gaditum — to speak; nr-
samsam — harshly; satyam — true; kurusva — please make; nigamam — the promise
given in the revealed scripture; tava — Your; pada-miilam — the base of the lotus
feet; praptah — having obtained; vayam — we; tulasi-dama — the garland of tulasi
leaves; pada — from Your feet; avasrstam — fallen; kesaih — upon our hair;
nivodhum — in order to carry; atilarighya — rejecting; samasta — all; bandhiin —

relations.

Translation

The wives of the brahmanas replied: O almighty one, please do not speak such
cruel words. Rather, You should fulfill Your promise that You always
reciprocate with Your devotees in kind. Now that we have attained Your lotus
feet, we simply wish to remain here in the forest so we may carry upon our
heads the garlands of tulasi leaves that fall from Your lotus feet. We are ready

to give up all material relationships.

Purport

Here the brahmanas’ wives are saying something similar to what the gopis say at the

beginning of the rasa dance (Bhag. 10.29.31), when Lord Krsna tells them to go

home as well. Like this verse, the gopis’ statement begins with the words maivam

vibho ’rhati bhavan gaditum nr-§amsam.

Nigama refers to the Vedic literature, which states that one who surrenders at the

lotus feet of the Lord does not return to this material world. Thus the brahmanas’
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wives appealed to the Lord that since they had surrendered to Him, it was unfair for

Him to order them to return to their materialistic husbands.

According to Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, Lord Krsna might have pointed
out to the brahmanas’ wives, “You young ladies are members of the aristocratic
brahmana community, so how can you surrender at the feet of a mere cowherd

boy?”

To this the ladies might have replied, “Since we have already surrendered at Your
lotus feet, and since we desire to become Your servants, we are obviously not
maintaining a false identification as members of the so-called brahmana community.

You can easily ascertain this from our words.”

Lord Krsna might have replied, “I am a cowherd boy, and My proper maidservants

and girlfriends are the cowherd girls, the gopis.”

The wives might have answered, “True, let them be so. Let them shine forth if You
are embarrassed in front of Your relatives to make brahmana ladies Your
maidservants. We certainly don’t want to embarrass You. We will not go to Your
village but will rather remain in Vrndavana, like presiding deities of the forest. We

simply desire to perfect our lives by even a slight trace of connection with You.”

Thus by the spiritual insight of Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura, we learn that
the brahmanas’ wives offered to remain at a distance and simply take the tulasi
leaves that would fall from the lotus feet of Krsna or be crushed by the feet of His

girlfriends when He would embrace them.

The ladies offered to carry these tulasi leaves upon their heads. Thus renouncing the
desire to become Krsna’s intimate girlfriends or maidservants (a position they knew
was difficult to achieve), the young brahmana ladies begged to remain in Vrndavana
forest. If the Lord had then asked “Then what will your family members say?” they
would have replied “We have already transcended our so-called relatives because we

are seeing You, the Supreme Lord, face to face.”

SB 10.23.30
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grhnanti no na patayah pitarau suta va
na bhratr-bandhu-suhrdah kuta eva canye
tasmad bhavat-prapadayoh patitatmanam no

nanya bhaved gatir arindama tad vidhehi

Synonyms
grhnanti — they will accept; nah — us; na — not; patayah — our husbands; pitarau —
fathers; sutah — sons; ya — or; na — not; bhratr — brothers; bandhu — other
relatives; suhrdah — and friends; kutah — how then; eva — indeed; ca — and; anye
— other people; tasmat — therefore; bhavat — Your; prapadayoh — at the tips of the
lotus feet; patita — fallen; atmanam — whose bodies; nah — for us; na — not; anya
— any other; bhavet — there can be; gatih — destination; arim-dama — O chastiser

of enemies; tat — that; vidhehi — kindly bestow upon us.

Translation
Our husbands, fathers, sons, brothers, other relatives and friends will no
longer take us back, and how could anyone else be willing to give us shelter?
Therefore, since we have thrown ourselves at Your lotus feet and have no

other destination, please, O chastiser of enemies, grant our desire.

Purport
Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura comments as follows: “From their very youth
the brahmanas’ wives had heard about Lord Krsna’s beauty, qualities and sweetness
from the womenfolk of Vrndavana village, and also from the flower ladies, the betel-
nut sellers and others. Consequently they always felt ecstatic love for Krsna and
were indifferent to their household duties. Their husbands, seeing them as deviant,
doubted them and avoided dealing with them as far as possible. Now the wives of
the brahmanas were ready to formally reject their so-called families and neighbors,
and out of great agitation they were crying and placing their heads upon Lord

Krsna’s lotus feet, offering obeisances. In this way, with choking voices, they spoke
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the above verse. They begged that Lord Krsna bestow upon them the benediction
that He be their only destination, that He, the chastiser of enemies, subdue all their

enemies — those difficulties obstructing them from attaining the Lord.”

The wives of the brahmanas simply wanted to serve Lord Krsna, and this is pure

Krsna consciousness in ecstatic love of Godhead.

SB 10.23.31
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sri-bhagavan uvaca
patayo nabhyasityeran
pitr-bhratr-sutadayah
lokas ca vo mayopeta

deva apy anumanvate

Synonyms

sri-bhagavan uvdaca — the Supreme Personality of Godhead said; patayah — your

husbands; na abhyasityeran — will not feel inimical; pitr-bhratr-suta-adayah — your

fathers, brothers, sons and others; lokah — the general populace; ca — also; vah —
toward you; maya — by Me; upetah — advised; devah — the demigods; api — even;

anumanvate — regard favorably.

Translation

The Supreme Personality of Godhead replied: Rest assured that your husbands
will not be inimical toward you, nor will your fathers, brothers, sons, other
relatives or the general populace. I will personally advise them of the

situation. Indeed, even the demigods will express their approval.

SB 10.23.32
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tan mano mayi yunjana

aciran mam avapsyatha

Synonyms
na — not; pritaye — for satisfaction; anuragaya — for loving attraction; hi —
certainly; arniga-sarigah — physical association; nrnam — for people; iha — in this
world; tat — therefore; manah — your minds; mayi — upon Me; yufijanah — fixing;

acirat — very quickly; mam — Me; avapsyatha — you will achieve.

Translation
For you to remain in My bodily association would certainly not please people
in this world, nor would it be the best way for you to increase your love for
Me. Rather, you should fix your minds on Me, and very soon you will achieve

Me.

Purport

The Lord pointed out that people in general would not appreciate a loving affair
between Lord Krsna, who superficially was appearing as a cowherd boy, and the
wives from the brahmana community. Also, the brahmana ladies’ own devotion and
love would increase most efficiently in separation. In other words, it would be best
all around if they continued to fix their minds on Lord Krsna and thus went on with
the process they had been practicing throughout their lives. The Lord and His bona
fide representative, the spiritual master, expertly engage the Lord’s devotees in

different types of service so that all of them can quickly return to His lotus feet.

SB 10.23.33

AIUTELAIGEIHRY IS |
7 T AfFHNr TfaaTd aar eI 33
sravanad darsanad dhyanan
mayi bhavo ’nukirtanat
na tatha sannikarsena

pratiyata tato grhan
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Synonyms
sravanat — by hearing; darsanat — by seeing the Deity form; dhyanat — by
meditation; mayi — for Me; bhavah — love; anukirtanat — by chanting My names
and qualities; na — not; tathd — in the same way; sannikarsena — by literal

proximity; pratiyata — return; tatah — therefore; grhan — to your homes.

Translation
It is by hearing about Me, seeing My Deity form, meditating upon Me and
chanting My names and glories that love for Me develops, not by physical

proximity. Therefore please go back to your homes.

SB 10.23.34
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$ri-suka uvaca

ity ukta dvija-patnyas ta
yajiia-vatam punar gatah
te canasiiyavas tabhih

stribhih satram aparayan

Synonyms
sri-Sukah uvdaca — Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said; iti — with these words; uktah —
spoken to; dvija-patnyah — the wives of the brahmanas; tah — they; yajfia-vatam —
to the place of sacrifice; punah — again; gatah — went; te — they, their husbands; ca
— and; anasiityavah — not inimical; tabhih — together with them; stribhih — their

wives; satram — the sacrificial performance; aparayan — they completed.

Translation

Srila Sukadeva Gosvami said: Thus instructed, the wives of the brahmanas
returned to the place of sacrifice. The brahmanas did not find any fault with

their wives, and together with them they finished the sacrifice.

Purport
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The wives of the brahmanas obeyed Lord Krsna’s order and returned to the sacrificial
arena of their husbands, whereas the gopis, although ordered by Krsna to go home,
remained in the forest to dance with Him through the full-moon night. Both the

gopis and the brahmanas’ wives achieved pure love of Godhead.

SB 10.23.35
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tatraika vidhrta bhartra
bhagavantam yatha-srutam
hrdopaguhya vijahau

deham karmanubandhanam

Synonyms
tatra — there; ekd@ — one of them; vidhrta — held back by force; bhartra — by her
husband; bhagavantam — the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna; yathd-srutam — as she heard
about Him from the others; hrda — within her heart; upaguhya — embracing;

vijahau — she gave up; deham — her material body; karma-anubandhanam — which

is simply the basis of bondage to material activity.

Translation
One of the ladies had been forcibly kept back by her husband. When she heard

the others describe the Supreme Lord Krsna, she embraced Him within her

heart and gave up her material body, the basis of bondage to material activity.

Purport

The lady described here was especially devoted to Lord Krsna. Upon giving up her
material body, she immediately attained a spiritual body and left the sacrificial

arena to join the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

SB 10.23.36
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bhagavan api govindas
tenaivannena gopakan
catur-vidhendasayitva

svayam ca bubhuje prabhuh

Synonyms
bhagavan — the Supreme Personality of Godhead; api — moreover; govindah — Lord
Govinda; tena — with that; eva — very same; annena — food; gopakan — the
cowherd boys; catuh-vidhena — of four varieties; asayitva — feeding; svayam —

Himself; ca — and; bubhuje — partook; prabhuh — the Almighty.

Translation
Govinda, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, fed the cowherd boys with that
food of four varieties. Then the all-powerful Lord Himself partook of the

preparations.

SB 10.23.37
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evam lila-nara-vapur
nr-lokam anusilayan
reme go-gopa-gopinam

ramayan rupa-vak-krtaih

Synonyms
evam — in this manner; [ild — for pastimes; nara — appearing as a human being;
vapuh — whose transcendental body; nr-lokam — human society; anusilayan —
imitating; reme — He took pleasure; go — the cows; gopa — cowherd boys; gopinam
— the cowherd girls; ramayan — pleasing; riipa — with His beauty; vak — words;

krtaih — and actions.

Translation

Thus the Supreme Lord, appearing like a human being to perform His

pastimes, imitated the ways of human society. He enjoyed pleasing His cows,
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cowherd boyfriends and cowherd girlfriends with His beauty, words and

actions.

SB 10.23.38
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athanusmrtya vipras te
anvatapyan krtagasah
yad visvesvarayor yacfiam

ahanma nr-vidambayoh
Synonyms
atha — then; anusmrtya — coming to their senses; viprah — the brahmanas; te —

they; anvatapyan — felt great remorse; krta-agasah — having committed sinful

offenses; yat — because; visva-i§varayoh — of the two Lords of the universe, Krsna

and Balarama; yacfiam — the humble supplication; ahanma — we transgressed; nr-

vidambayoh — of those who were deceptively appearing as human beings.

Translation

The brahmanas then came to their senses and began to feel great remorse.
They thought, “We have sinned, for we have denied the request of the two

Lords of the universe, who deceptively appeared as ordinary human beings.”

Purport
Lord Krsna and Lord Balarama did not try to deceive the brahmanas: They
straightforwardly requested food from them. Rather, the brahmanas deceived
themselves, as indicated by the Sanskrit word nr-vidambayoh, which means that
Krsna and Balarama are bewildering for an ordinary human being who considers
Them also to be human. Still, because the wives of the brahmanas were great
devotees of the Lord, the foolish brahmanas received spiritual benefit and finally

came to their senses.

SB 10.23.39
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drstva strinam bhagavati
krsne bhaktim alaukikim
atmanam ca taya hinam

anutapta vyagarhayan

Synonyms
drstv@ — observing; strinam — of their wives; bhagavati — for the Supreme
Personality of Godhead; krsne — Sri Krsna; bhaktim — the pure devotion; alaukikim
— transcendental to this world; atmanam — themselves; ca — and; taya — of that;

hinam — devoid; anutaptah — lamenting; vyagarhayan — they condemned.

Translation

Taking note of their wives’ pure, transcendental devotion for Lord Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and seeing their own lack of devotion, the

brahmanas felt most sorrowful and began to condemn themselves.

SB 10.23.40
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dhig janma nas tri-vrd yat tad
dhig vratam dhig bahu-jfiatam
dhik kulam dhik kriya-daksyam
vimukha ye tv adhoksaje

Synonyms
dhik — to hell; janma — with the birth; nah — our; tri-vrt — threefold (the first from
the physical parents, the second at the time of brahminical initiation, and the third
at the time of initiation into the performances of Vedic sacrifice); yat tat —
whatever; dhik — to hell; yratam — with our vow (of celibacy); dhik — to hell; bahu-
jiatam — with our extensive knowledge; dhik — to hell; kulam — with our

aristocratic lineage; dhik — to hell; kriya-daksyam — with our expertise in ritualistic

activities; vimukhah — inimical; ye — who; tu — however; adhoksaje — to the

transcendental Personality of Godhead.
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Translation
[The brahmanas said:] To hell with our threefold birth, our vow of celibacy
and our extensive learning! To hell with our aristocratic background and our
expertise in the rituals of sacrifice! These are all condemned because we were

inimical to the transcendental Personality of Godhead.

Purport
As explained in the definitions above, the words tri-vrd janma, or “threefold birth,”
refer to 1) physical birth, 2) brahminical initiation and 3) initiation into the
performance of Vedic sacrifice. Everything is useless if one is ignorant of the

Absolute Truth, the Supreme Lord Krsna.
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niinam bhagavato maya
yoginam api mohini
yad vayam guravo nrnam

svarthe muhyamahe dvijah

Synonyms
niinam — indeed; bhagavatah — of the Supreme Lord; maya — the illusory potency;
yoginam — for great mystics; api — even; mohini — is bewildering; yat — since;
vayam — we; guravah — the spiritual masters; nrnam — of society in general; sva-
arthe — about our own real interest; muhyamahe — have become bewildered; dvijah

— brahmanas.

Translation
The illusory potency of the Supreme Lord certainly bewilders even the great
mystics, what to speak of us. As brahmanas we are supposed to be the spiritual
masters of all classes of men, yet we have been bewildered about our own real

interest.
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aho pasyata narinam
api krsne jagad-gurau
duranta-bhavam yo *vidhyan

mrtyu-pasan grhabhidhan
Synonyms
aho pasyata — just see; narinam — of these women; api — even; krsne — for Lord

Krsna; jagat-gurau — the spiritual master of the entire universe; duranta —

unlimited; bhavam — the devotion; yah — which; avidhyat — has broken; mrtyu —

of death; pasan — the bonds; grha-abhidhan — known as family life.

Translation

Just see the unlimited love these women have developed for Lord Krsna, the
spiritual master of the entire universe! This love has broken for them the very

bonds of death — their attachment to family life.

Purport
Superficially, the husbands, fathers, fathers-in-law and so on were the ladies’ gurus,
or teachers. Yet the women had become perfect in Krsna consciousness, whereas the

men had fallen into the darkness of ignorance.

According to Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura, upon returning home the ladies
showed transcendental ecstatic symptoms, such as trembling of the body, shedding
of tears, standing of the bodily hairs on end, discoloration of the complexion, crying

out “O pleasure of my life, O Krsna!” with faltering words, and so forth.

Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti goes on to state that while one may object that it is not
fitting for a woman to love anyone other than her husband, here the husbands
themselves point out that they are gurus only in imitation of the Supreme Lord, who
is jagad-guru, the universal teacher and spiritual master. The husbands noted that the
women, having perfected their transcendental attachment for Krsna, did not have

even a trace of attachment left for home, husband, children and so forth. Therefore
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from that day on the husbands accepted those ladies as their worshipable spiritual

masters and no longer thought of them as their wives or property.

SB 10.23.43-44
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nasam dvijati-samskaro
na nivaso gurav api
na tapo natma-mimamsa
na saucam na kriyah subhah
tathapi hy uttamah-sloke
krsne yogesvaresvare
bhaktir drdha na casmakam

samskaradimatam api

Synonyms

na — there is not; asam — on their part; dvijati-samskarah — the purificatory rituals

pertaining to the twice-born classes of society; na — nor; nivasah — residence; gurau
— in the asrama of a spiritual master (that is, training as a brahmacari); api — even;

na — no; tapah — execution of austerities; na — no; atma-mimamsa — philosophical

inquiry into the reality of the self; na — no; §aucam — rituals of cleanliness; na —
no; kriyah — ritualistic activities; subhah — pious; tatha api — nevertheless; hi —
indeed; uttamah-sloke — whose glories are chanted by the exalted mantras of the

Vedas; krsne — for Lord Krsna; yoga-isvara-i§vare — the supreme master of all

masters of mystic power; bhaktih — pure devotional service; drdha — firm; na —

not; ca — on the other hand; asmakam — of us; samskara-adi-matam — who possess

such purification and so forth; api — even though.

Translation
These women have never undergone the purificatory rites of the twice-born
classes, nor have they lived as brahmacaris in the asrama of a spiritual master,

nor have they executed austerities, speculated on the nature of the self,
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followed the formalities of cleanliness or engaged in pious rituals.
Nevertheless, they have firm devotion for Lord Krsna, whose glories are
chanted by the exalted hymns of the Vedas and who is the supreme master of
all masters of mystic power. We, on the other hand, have no such devotion for

the Lord, although we have executed all these processes.

Purport
According to Srila Sridhara Svami, the husbands were not aware that their wives
had occasionally associated with residents of Vrndavana, such as the flower ladies,
and had heard about the beauty and qualities of Krsna. The brahmanas were
astonished at their wives’ loving devotion for Lord Krsna, not realizing that this
devotion had developed as a result of hearing and chanting about the Lord in the

association of His pure devotees.

SB 10.23.45
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nanu svartha-vimiidhanam
pramattanam grhehaya
aho nah smarayam asa

gopa-vakyaih satam gatih

Synonyms
nanu — indeed; sva-artha — about their own true benefit; vimiidhanam — who were
bewildered; pramattanam — who were intoxicated; grha-thaya — with their
household endeavors; aho — ah; nah — us; smarayam asa — He reminded about;
gopa-vakyaih — by the words of cowherds; satam — of the transcendental souls;

gatih — the ultimate destination.

Translation
Indeed, infatuated as we are with our household affairs, we have deviated
completely from the real aim of our life. But now just see how the Lord,
through the words of these simple cowherd boys, has reminded us of the

ultimate destination of all true transcendentalists.
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SB 10.23.46
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anyatha pirna-kamasya
kaivalyady-asisam pateh
iSitavyaih kim asmabhir

iSasyaitad vidambanam

Synonyms

anyatha — otherwise; piirna-kamasya — of Him whose every possible desire is
fulfilled; kaivalya — of liberation; adi — and others; asisam — benedictions; pateh —
the master; iSitavyaih — with those who are meant to be controlled; kim — what;
asmabhih — with us; iSasya — of Him who is the absolute controller; etat — this;

vidambanam — pretense.

Translation
Otherwise, why would the supreme controller — whose every desire is already
fulfilled and who is the master of liberation and all other transcendental

benedictions — enact this pretense with us, who are always to be controlled

by Him?

Purport
Although Lord Krsna is the Absolute Truth, He humbly sent His cowherd boyfriends

to beg food from the brahmanas. In so doing, He exposed the brahmanas’ foolish
arrogance and established the glories of His own transcendental beauty by attracting

their very wives to surrender at His lotus feet.
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hitvanyan bhajate yam srih

pada-sparsasayasakrt
svatma-dosapavargena

tad-ydcfa jana-mohini
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Synonyms
hitva — giving up; anyan — others; bhajate — worships; yam — which Lord; srih —
the goddess of fortune; pada-sparsa — for the touch of His lotus feet; aSaya — with
the desire; asakrt — constantly; sva-atma — of herself; dosa — the faults (of
fickleness and pride); apavargena — putting aside; tat — His; yacfia — begging; jana

— ordinary humans; mohini — bewildering.

Translation

Hoping for the touch of His lotus feet, the goddess of fortune perpetually
worships Him alone, leaving aside all others and renouncing her pride and

fickleness. That He begs is certainly astonishing to everyone.

Purport
The supreme master of the goddess of fortune herself obviously does not have to beg
for food, as pointed out here by the brahmanas, who are finally manifesting real

spiritual intelligence.

SB 10.23.48-49
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desah kalah prthag dravyam
mantra-tantrartvijo ’gnayah
devatd yajamanas ca
kratur dharmas ca yan-mayah
sa eva bhagavan saksad
visnur yogesvaresvarah
jato yadusy ity asrmma

hy api miidha na vidmahe

Synonyms

desah — the place; kalah — time; prthak dravyam — particular items of

paraphernalia; mantra — Vedic hymns; tantra — prescribed rituals; rtvijah — priests;

agnayah — and the sacrificial fires; devata — the presiding demigods; yajamanah —
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the performer; ca — and; kratuh — the offering; dharmah — the pious reaction; ca —
and; yat — whom; mayah — constituting; sah — He; eva — indeed; bhagavan — the
Supreme Personality of Godhead; saksat — directly; visnuh — Lord Visnu; yoga-
iSvara-isvarah — the Lord of all mystic controllers; jatah — taken birth; yadusu —
among the Yadu dynasty; iti — thus; asrnma — we have heard; hi — certainly; api —

nevertheless; miidhah — foolish; na vidmahe — we could not understand.

Translation

All the aspects of sacrifice — the auspicious place and time, the various items
of paraphernalia, the Vedic hymns, the prescribed rituals, the priests and
sacrificial fires, the demigods, the patron of the sacrifice, the sacrificial
offering and the pious results obtained — all are simply manifestations of His
opulences. Yet even though we had heard that the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Visnu, the Lord of all mystic controllers, had taken birth in the Yadu
dynasty, we were so foolish that we could not recognize Sri Krsna to be none

other than Him.
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tasmai namo bhagavate
krsnayakuntha-medhase
yan-mdaya-mohita-dhiyo

bhramamah karma-vartmasu

Synonyms
tasmai — unto Him; namah — obeisances; bhagavate — unto the Supreme Personality

of Godhead; krsnaya — Lord Krsna; akuntha-medhase — whose intelligence is never

restricted; yat-maya — by whose illusory potency; mohita — bewildered; dhiyah —

whose minds; bhramamah — we are wandering; karma-vartmasu — upon the paths of

fruitive activity.

Translation
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Let us offer our obeisances unto Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. His intelligence is never bewildered, whereas we, confused by His

power of illusion, are simply wandering about on the paths of fruitive work.

SB 10.23.51
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sa vai na adyah purusah
sva-mdaya-mohitatmanam
avijfiatanubhavanam

ksantum arhaty atikramam
Synonyms

sah — He; vai — indeed; nah — our; adyah — the primeval Lord; purusah — the

Supreme Personality of Godhead; sva-maya-mobhita-atmanam — of those whose minds

have been bewildered by His illusory potency; avijidta — who did not understand;
anubhavanam — His influence; ksantum — to forgive; arhati — should; atikramam —

the offense.

Translation

We were bewildered by Lord Krsna’s illusory potency and thus could not
understand His influence as the original Personality of Godhead. Now we hope

He will kindly forgive our offense.

SB 10.23.52
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iti svagham anusmrtya
krsne te krta-helanah
didrksavo vrajam atha

kamsad bhita na cacalan

Synonyms
iti — thus; sva-agham — their own offense; anusmrtya — thinking back upon; krsne

— against Lord Krsna; te — they; krta-helanah — having shown contempt;
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didrksavah — wishing to see; vrajam — to the village of Nanda Maharaja; atha —

then; kamsat — of Karhsa; bhitah — afraid; na — not; ca — and; acalan — they went.

Translation

Thus reflecting on the sin they had committed by neglecting Lord Krsna, they
became very eager to see Him. But being afraid of King Kamsa, they did not

dare go to Vraja.

Purport
Realizing their offense against Lord Krsna, and finally appreciating His almighty
position, the brahmanas naturally wanted to rush to Vraja and surrender at the lotus
feet of the Lord. But they were afraid that Kamsa would certainly kill them when his
spies reported that they had gone to Krsna. The brahmanas’ wives were absorbed in
ecstatic Krsna consciousness and thus went to Krsna anyway, just as the gopis, simply
to dance with the Lord, traveled in the dead of night through a forest inhabited by
wild animals. But the brahmanas were not on such an advanced platform of Krsna
consciousness and thus, overcome by fear of Kamsa, could not see the Lord face to

face.

Thus end the purports of the humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada to the Tenth Canto, Twenty-third Chapter, of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, entitled “The Brahmanas’ Wives Blessed.”
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CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR
Worshiping Govardhana Hill

In this chapter Lord Sri Krsna crushes the pride of Indra by prohibiting a sacrifice

intended for him and initiating a substitute sacrifice in worship of Govardhana Hill.

When Sri Krsna saw the cowherd men busily preparing for a sacrifice to Indra, He
inquired about it from their king, Nanda. Nanda explained that the rain given by
Indra enables all living entities to maintain their lives, and therefore this sacrifice
would be executed to satisfy him. Krsna responded, “It is because of karma alone
that living entities take their birth in a certain body, experience varieties of
happiness and suffering in that body, and then give it up as the karma pertaining to
it runs out. Thus it is karma alone that is our enemy, our friend, our guru and our
lord, and Indra can do nothing to alter the happiness and distress of anyone, for
everyone is tightly bound by his karmic reactions. The material modes of goodness,
passion and ignorance bring about the creation, maintenance and destruction of this
world. The clouds give forth rain when they are impelled by the mode of passion,
and cowherds prosper by protecting the cows. Furthermore, the cowherds’ proper
residence is in the forest and on the hills. Therefore you should offer worship to the

cows, the brahmanas and Govardhana Hill.”

After Krsna spoke thus, He arranged for the cowherd men to worship Govardhana
with the paraphernalia collected for the sacrifice to Indra. He then assumed a huge,
unprecedented transcendental form and devoured all the food and other offerings
presented to Govardhana. As He did so He proclaimed to the cowherd community
that although they had worshiped Indra for so long, he had never appeared in
person, whereas Govardhana himself had now manifested before their eyes and
eaten their offerings of foodstuffs. Therefore they should all now offer obeisances to
Govardhana Hill. Then Lord Krsna joined the cowherds in offering obeisances to His

own newly assumed form.

SB 10.24.1
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sri-Suka uvdca
bhagavan api tatraiva
baladevena samyutah
apasyan nivasan gopan

indra-yaga-krtodyaman

Synonyms
sri-Sukah uvaca — Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said; bhagavan — the Supreme Personality
of Godhead; api — also; tatra eva — in that same place; baladevena — by Lord
Balarama; samyutah — joined; apasyat — saw; nivasan — staying; gopan — the
cowherd men; indra — for Indra, the King of heaven; yaga — for the sake of a

sacrifice; krta — making; udyaman — great endeavor.

Translation

Sukadeva Gosvami said: While staying in that very place with His brother
Baladeva, Lord Krsna happened to see the cowherd men busily arranging for a

sacrifice to Indra.

Purport
According to Srila Sridhara Svami and other dcaryas, the words tatra eva in this verse
indicate that Lord Krsna stayed in the village of the brahmanas whose wives had
satisfied Him by their devotion. Thus He gave His mercy to those brahmanas as well
as to their chaste wives, who had no one to associate with except their husbands. In
that place the cowherd men, headed by Lord Krsna’s father, Nanda Maharaja, were
somehow or other preparing an elaborate sacrifice to Lord Indra, and Lord Krsna

reacted as follows.

SB 10.24.2
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tad-abhijfio ’'pi bhagavan

sarvatma sarva-darsanah
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prasrayavanato ’prcchad
vrddhan nanda-purogaman
Synonyms
tat-abhijfiah — being in full knowledge about it; api — although; bhagavan — the

Supreme Lord; sarva-atma — the Supersoul within everyone’s heart; sarva-darsanah

— the omniscient Personality of Godhead; prasraya-avanatah — bowing down

humbly; aprcchat — He inquired; yrddhan — from the elders; nanda-purah-gaman —

headed by Maharaja Nanda.

Translation
Being the omniscient Supersoul, the Supreme Lord Krsna already understood
the situation, yet He still humbly inquired from the elders, headed by His
father, Nanda Maharaja.

Purport
Lord Krsna was eager to enact His pastime of lifting Govardhana Hill and defeating
the false pride of Indra, and thus He cleverly inquired from His father about the

imminent sacrifice.

SB 10.24.3
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kathyatam me pitah ko ’yam
sambhramo va upagatah
kim phalam kasya voddesah

kena va sadhyate makhah

Synonyms
kathyatam — let it be explained; me — to Me; pitah — My dear father; kah — what;
ayam — this; sambhramah — flurry of activity; vah — upon you; updagatah — come;
kim — what; phalam — the consequence; kasya — for whose; va — and; uddesah —
sake; kena — by what means; va — and; sadhyate — is to be accomplished; makhah

— this sacrifice.
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Translation
[Lord Krsna said:] My dear father, kindly explain to Me what this great
endeavor of yours is all about. What is it meant to accomplish? If this is a
ritual sacrifice, then for whose satisfaction is it intended and by what means is

it going to be executed?
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etad brithi mahan kamo
mahyam Susriisave pitah
na hi gopyam hi sadhiinam
krtyam sarvatmanam iha
asty asva-para-drstinam

amitrodasta-vidvisam

Synonyms
etat — this; brithi — please speak; mahan — great; kamah — desire; mahyam — to
Me; susriisave — who am ready to hear faithfully; pitah — O father; na — not; hi —
indeed; gopyam — to be kept secret; hi — certainly; sadhiinam — of saintly persons;

krtyam — the activities; sarva-atmanam — who see everyone as equal to themselves;

tha — in this world; asti — there is; asva-para-drstinam — who do not distinguish

between what is their own and what is another’s; amitra-udasta-vidvisam — who do

not distinguish between friends, neutral parties and enemies.

Translation
Please tell Me about it, O father. I have a great desire to know and am ready to
hear in good faith. Certainly, no secrets are to be kept by saintly personalities,
who see all others as equal to themselves, who have no conception of “mine”
or “another’s” and who do not consider who is a friend, who is an enemy and

who is neutral.

Purport
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Lord Krsna’s father might have thought that his son was a mere child and thus could
not properly question the validity of a Vedic sacrifice. But the Lord’s clever
statement here would certainly have convinced Nanda that Sri Krsna was making a

serious, not a whimsical, inquiry and that a serious answer should thus be given.
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udasino ’ri-vad varjya

atma-vat suhrd ucyate

Synonyms
udasinah — one who is indifferent; ari-vat — just like an enemy; varjyah — is to be

avoided; atma-vat — like one’s own self; suhrt — a friend; ucyate — is said to be.

Translation

One who is neutral may be avoided like an enemy, but a friend should be

considered like one’s own self.

Purport
Even if Nanda Maharaja did not see friends, enemies and neutral parties as entirely
equal, Lord Krsna, being Nanda Maharaja’s son, was certainly a most trustworthy
friend and should therefore not be left out of intimate discussions. In other words,
Nanda Maharaja might have thought that as a householder he could not act on the
highest saintly platform, and thus Lord Krsna furnished additional reasons why His

father should trust Him and reveal the entire purpose of the sacrifice.

According to Srila Jiva Gosvami, Nanda Maharja stood silent, doubting his position
of parental aloofness, since Garga Muni had predicted that his son would be “equal
to Narayana in His qualities,” and the young boy had already conquered and killed

many powerful demons.

SB 10.24.6
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jAatvajnatva ca karmani
jano ’yam anutisthati
vidusah karma-siddhih syad

yatha naviduso bhavet
Synonyms
jiiatva — understanding; gjfiatva — not understanding; ca — also; karmani —

activities; janah — the common people; ayam — these; anutisthati — perform;

vidusah — for one who is wise; karma-siddhih — achievement of the intended goal of

activity; syat — arises; yatha — as; na — not; avidusah — for one who is foolish;

bhavet — occurs.

Translation
When people in this world perform activities, sometimes they understand
what they are doing and sometimes they don’t. Those who know what they are

doing achieve success in their work, whereas ignorant people do not.

Purport
The Lord here informs His father that people should perform a particular ceremony
or activity only after thoroughly understanding it through discussion with friends.
We should not be blind followers of tradition. If a person doesn’t even know what
he’s doing, how can he be successful in his work? This, essentially, is the Lord’s
argument in this verse. Since Sri Krsna, as the young child of Nanda, would naturally
be expected to show enthusiasm for His father’s religious activities, it was the

father’s duty to give the son a thorough explanation of the ceremony.

SB 10.24.7
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tatra tavat kriya-yogo
bhavatam kim vicaritah
atha va laukikas tan me

prcchatah sadhu bhanyatam
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Synonyms
tatra tavat — that being the case; kriya-yogah — this fruitive endeavor; bhavatam —
of yours; kim — whether; vicaritah — learned from the scriptures; atha va — or else;
laukikah — of ordinary custom; tat — that; me — to Me; prcchatah — who am

inquiring; sadhu — clearly; bhanyatam — it should be explained.

Translation

Such being the case, this ritualistic endeavor of yours should be clearly
explained to Me. Is it a ceremony based on scriptural injunction, or simply a

custom of ordinary society?

SB 10.24.8
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§ri-nanda uvaca
parjanyo bhagavan indro
meghds tasyatma-miirtayah
te ’bhivarsanti bhiitanam

prinanam jivanam payah

Synonyms
$ri-nandah uvaca — Sri Nanda Maharaja said; parjanyah — the rain; bhagavan — the

great lord; indrah — Indra; meghah — the clouds; tasya — his; atma-mirtayah —

personal representatives; te — they; abhivarsanti — directly give rain; bhiitanam —
for all living entities; prinanam — the gratification; jivanam — the life-giving force;

payah — (like) milk.

Translation

Nanda Maharaja replied: The great Lord Indra is the controller of the rain. The
clouds are his personal representatives, and they directly provide rainwater,

which gives happiness and sustenance to all creatures.

Purport
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Without clean rainwater, the earth could not possibly provide food or drink for
anyone, nor could there be cleanliness. Thus it would be difficult to overestimate the

value of rain.

SB 10.24.9
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tam tata vayam anye ca
varmucam patim i§varam
dravyais tad-retasa siddhair

yajante kratubhir narah

Synonyms
tam — him; tata — my dear son; vyayam — we; anye — others; ca — also; vah-mucam
— of the clouds; patim — the master; iSvaram — the powerful controller; dravyaih —
with various items; tat-retasa — by his liquid discharge; siddhaih — produced;

yajante — they worship; kratubhih — by fire sacrifices; narah — men.

Translation
Not only we, my dear son, but also many other men worship him, the lord and
master of the rain-giving clouds. We offer him grain and other paraphernalia

of worship produced through his own discharge in the form of rain.

Purport

Nanda Maharaja patiently tried to explain the “facts of life” to his young son, Sri
Krsna, but in fact Nanda and all the residents of Vrndavana would learn an

astonishing lesson, as explained in this chapter.

SB 10.24.10
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tac-chesenopajivanti

tri-varga-phala-hetave
pumsam purusa-karanam

parjanyah phala-bhavanah
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Synonyms
tat — of that sacrifice; §esena — by the remnants; upgjivanti — they sustain their
lives; tri-varga — consisting of the three aims of human life (religiosity, economic
development and sense gratification); phala-hetave — for the sake of fruit; pumsam —

for persons; purusa-karanam — engaged in human endeavor; parjanyah — Lord

Indra; phala-bhavanah — the means of effecting the intended goals.

Translation

By accepting the remnants of sacrifices performed to Indra, people sustain
their lives and accomplish the threefold aims of religiosity, economic
development and sense gratification. Thus Lord Indra is the agent responsible

for the fruitive success of industrious people.

Purport
One might object that people sustain themselves by farming, industry and so on. But
as previously mentioned, all human and nonhuman endeavor depends on food and
drink, which cannot be produced without ample rain. By the word tri-varga Nanda
further points out that the prosperity achieved through sacrifice for Indra is meant
not merely for sense gratification but also for religiosity and economic development.
Unless people are well fed, it is difficult for them to execute their duties, and

without performance of duty, it is very difficult to be religious.
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ya enam visrjed dharmam
paramparyagatam narah
kamad dvesad bhayal lobhat

sa vai ndpnoti Sobhanam
Synonyms
yah — anyone who; enam — this; visrjet — rejects; dharmam — the religious

principle; paramparya — from traditional authority; agatam — received; narah — a

person; kamat — because of lust; dvesat — because of enmity; bhayat — because of
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fear; lobhat — or because of greed; sah — he; vai — certainly; na apnoti — cannot

achieve; Sobhanam — auspiciousness.

Translation

This religious principle is based on sound tradition. Anyone who rejects it out

of lust, enmity, fear or greed will certainly fail to achieve good fortune.

Purport

If a person neglects his religious duties because of lust, envy, fear or greed, his life

will never be brilliant or perfect.

SB 10.24.12
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sri-Suka uvaca

vaco nisamya nandasya
tathanyesam vrajaukasam
indra@ya manyum janayan

pitaram praha kesavah

Synonyms
$ri Sukah uvdaca — Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said; vacah — the words; niamya —
hearing; nandasya — of Maharaja Nanda; tatha — and also; anyesam — of the others;
vraja-okasam — the residents of Vraja; indraya — in Lord Indra; manyum — anger;
janayan — generating; pitaram — to His father; praha — spoke; kesavah — Lord

Kesava.

Translation

Sukadeva Gosvami said: When Lord Kesava [Krsna] heard the statements of
His father, Nanda, and other senior residents of Vraja, He addressed His father

as follows, to arouse anger in Lord Indra.

Purport
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Srila Sridhara Svami explains that Lord Krsna’s intention was not simply to insult a
demigod, but rather to knock down the great mountain of false pride that had arisen
within the Lord’s tiny servant, who was supposed to represent the Lord as Indra. By
lifting Govardhana Hill Lord Krsna would thus initiate a blissful annual festival
called Govardhana-piija, and He would further enjoy the pleasant pastime of

dwelling for several days beneath the hill with all His loving devotees.

SB 10.24.13
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sri-bhagavan uvaca
karmana jayate jantuh
karmanaiva praliyate
sukham duhkham bhayam ksemam

karmanaivabhipadyate

Synonyms

sri-bhagavan uvaca — the Supreme Personality of Godhead said; karmand — by the

force of karma; jayate — takes birth; jantuh — the living entity; karmana — by
karma; eva — alone; praliyate — he meets his destruction; sukham — happiness;
duhkham — unhappiness; bhayam — fear; ksemam — security; karmana eva — by

karma alone; abhipadyate — are obtained.

Translation
Lord Krsna said: It is by the force of karma that a living entity takes birth, and
it is by karma alone that he meets his destruction. His happiness, distress, fear

and sense of security all arise as the effects of karma.

Purport
Lord Krsna minimized the importance of the demigods by speaking the philosophy
known as Karma-vada or Karma-mimamsa, which, basically, is atheism with a belief
in reincarnation. According to this philosophy, there are subtle laws of nature that

reward or punish us according to how we act: “As you sow, so shall you reap.” In a
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future life one reaps the fruit of his present work, and this is the sum and substance
of reality. Lord Krsna, being God Himself, could hardly be a serious proponent of
this mediocre philosophy. In the role of a young boy He was simply teasing His pure

devotees by preaching it.

Srila Jiva Gosvami points out that Lord Krsna was thinking, “Why are these eternal
associates of Mine, appearing as My father and other relatives and friends, so caught
up in this worship of Indra?” Thus although the Lord’s main purpose was to take
away the false pride of Indra, He also wanted to remind His eternal devotees that
they need not divert their attention to other so-called gods, since in fact His devotees

were already living with the Supreme Absolute Truth, the almighty Lord Himself.

SB 10.24.14
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asti ced iSvarah kascit
phala-riipy anya-karmanam
kartaram bhajate so ’pi

na hy akartuh prabhur hi sah

Synonyms
asti — there is; cet — if hypothetically; iSvarah — a supreme controller; kascit —

someone; phala-riipi — serving to award fruitive results; anya-karmanam — of the

activities of other persons; kartaram — the performer of activity; bhajate — depends
upon; sah — He; api — even; na — not; hi — after all; akartuh — of one who

performs no activity; prabhuh — the master; hi — certainly; sah — He.

Translation
Even if there is some supreme controller who awards all others the results of
their activities, He must also depend upon a performer’s engaging in activity.
After all, there is no question of being the bestower of fruitive results unless

fruitive activities have actually been performed.

Purport
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Here Lord Krsna argues that if there is a supreme controller, He must depend on a
performer of activity to reciprocate with and must therefore also be subject to the
laws of karma, being obliged to award happiness and distress to conditioned souls

according to the laws of good and evil.

This superficial argument neglects the obvious point that the laws of nature that
prescribe the good and bad results of pious and impious acts are themselves
creations of the all-good Supreme Lord. Being the creator and sustainer of these
laws, the Lord is not subject to them. Furthermore, the Lord is not dependent on the
work of the conditioned souls, since He is satisfied and complete within Himself. Out
of His all-merciful nature He awards the results appropriate to our activities. That
which we call destiny, fate or karma is an elaborate and subtle system of rewards
and punishments meant for gradually encouraging conditioned souls to evolve to the

stage of perfect consciousness, which is their original, constitutional nature.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead has so dexterously formulated and applied the
laws of material nature governing punishment and reward for human behavior that
the living being is discouraged from sin and encouraged toward goodness without

suffering any significant interference with his free will as an eternal soul.

In contrast to the material nature, the Lord exhibits His essential nature in the
spiritual world, where He reciprocates the eternal love of His pure devotees. Such
loving affairs are based completely on the mutual freedom of the Lord and His
devotees, not on a mechanical reciprocation of coinciding selfish interests. The
Supreme Lord, assisted by His pure devotees, repeatedly offers the conditioned souls
of this world the opportunity to give up their bizarre attempt at exploiting the
material universe and go back home, back to Godhead, for an eternal life of bliss and
knowledge. Considering all these points, the atheistic arguments given here by Lord

Krsna in a playful mood are not to be taken seriously.

SB 10.24.15
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aniSenanyatha kartum

svabhava-vihitam nrnam

Synonyms
kim — what; indrena — with Indra; iha — here; bhiitanam — for living entities; sva-
sva — each their own; karma — of fruitive action; anuvartinam — who are
experiencing the consequences; anisena — (Indra) who is incapable; anyatha —
otherwise; kartum — to make; svabhava — by their conditioned natures; vihitam —

that which is ordained; nrnam — for men.

Translation
Living beings in this world are forced to experience the consequences of their
own particular previous work. Since Lord Indra cannot in any way change the
destiny of human beings, which is born of their own nature, why should

people worship him?

Purport
Lord Krsna’s argument here is not a negation of free will. If one accepts the existence
of karma as a system of laws awarding reactions for our present activities, then we
ourselves, according to our nature, will decide our future. Our happiness and distress
in this life have already been adjudicated and fixed according to our previous
activities, and not even the demigods can change that. They must award us the
prosperity or poverty, sickness or health, happiness or distress due us by our
previous work. However, we still retain the freedom to select a pious or impious
mode of activity in this life, and the choice we make will determine our future

suffering and enjoyment.

For example, if I was pious in my last life, in this life the demigods may award me
great material wealth. But I am free to spend my riches for good or for bad purposes,
and my choice will determine my future life. Thus, although no one can change the
karmic results due him in this life, everyone still retains his free will, by which he
determines what his future situation will be. Lord Krsna’s argument here is quite
interesting; however, it neglects the overriding consideration that we are all eternal

servants of God and must satisfy Him by all that we do.
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svabhava-tantro hi janah
svabhavam anuvartate
svabhava-stham idam sarvam

sa-devasura-manusam

Synonyms
svabhava — of his conditioned nature; tantrah — under the control; hi — indeed,;

janah — a person; svabhavam — his nature; anuvartate — he follows; svabhava-stham

— based on conditioned propensities; idam — this world; sarvam — entire; sa —
together with; deva — the demigods; asura — the demons; manusam — and

humankind.

Translation

Every individual is under the control of his own conditioned nature, and thus
he must follow that nature. This entire universe, with all its demigods, demons

and human beings, is based on the conditioned nature of the living entities.

Purport
Lord Krsna here elaborates upon the argument given in the previous verse. Since
everything depends on svabhava, or one’s conditioned nature, why bother
worshiping God or the demigods? This argument would be sublime if svabhava, or
conditioned nature, were all-powerful. But unfortunately it is not. There is a

supreme controller and we must worship Him, as Lord Krsna will emphatically

reveal in this chapter of the Srimad-Bhdgavatam. For now, however, He is content to

tease His relatives.
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Satrur mitram uddsinah

karmaiva gurur isvarah

Synonyms
dehan — material bodies; ucca-avacan — high- and low-class; jantuh — the
conditioned living entity; prapya — obtaining; utsrjati — gives up; karmana — by the
reactions of his material activities; satruh — his enemy; mitram — friend; udasinah —
and neutral party; karma — material work; eva — alone; guruh — his spiritual

master; iSvarah — his lord.

Translation
Because it is karma that causes the conditioned living entity to accept and
then give up different high- and low-grade material bodies, this karma is his

enemy, friend and neutral witness, his spiritual master and controlling lord.

Purport
Even the demigods are bound and limited by the laws of karma. That Indra himself
is subordinate to the laws of karma is explicitly stated in the Brahma-samhita (5.54):
yas tv indra-gopam atha vendram aho sva-karma-bandhanuripa-phala-bhajanam atanoti.
The Supreme Lord, Govinda, awards all creatures the appropriate results of their
work. This is as true for mighty Indra, the lord of the material heavens, as it is for

the germ called indra-gopa. The Bhagavad-gita (7.20) also states, kamais tais tair hrta-

jhAanah prapadyante ’nya-devatah. Only those who have lost their intelligence because
of various material desires surrender unto demigods rather than worship the

Supreme Lord. In fact, the demigods cannot award benefits to anyone independently,
as stated by Lord Krsna in the Gita: mayaiva vihitan hi tan. All benefits are ultimately

issued by the Lord Himself.

Thus it is not altogether incorrect to say that demigod worship is useless, since even
the demigods are under the laws of karma. In fact, this is the case. But Lord Krsna,
the Supreme Absolute Truth, is not subordinate to the law of karma; rather, He can
independently offer or withhold His favor. This is confirmed in the verse from the
Brahma-samhita quoted above, the third line of which is karmani nirdahati kintu ca

bhakti-bhajam: “The Supreme Lord burns up all the accumulated karma of those
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engaged in His loving service.” Not only is Lord Krsna above the laws of material
action and reaction, but He can immediately dissolve these laws for anyone who
satisfies Him through loving service. Thus the almighty God is supreme in absolute
freedom, and by surrendering to Him we can escape the bonds of karma and stop

accepting their dismal rule as supreme.

SB 10.24.18
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tasmat samptjayet karma

svabhava-sthah sva-karma-krt
anjasa yena varteta

tad evasya hi daivatam

Synonyms
tasmat — therefore; sampijayet — one should fully worship; karma — his prescribed
activity; svabhava — in the position corresponding to his own conditioned nature;
sthah — remaining; sva-karma — his own prescribed duty; krt — performing; afijasa

— without difficulty; yena — by which; varteta — one lives; tat — that; eva —

certainly; asya — his; hi — indeed; daivatam — worshipable deity.

Translation

Therefore one should seriously worship work itself. A person should remain in
the position corresponding to his nature and should perform his own duty.

Indeed, that by which we may live nicely is really our worshipable deity.

Purport
Lord Krsna here proposes the modern if absurd philosophy that our work or
occupation is really God and that we should therefore simply worship our work.
Upon close scrutiny, we observe that our work is nothing more than the interaction
of the material body with material nature, as Lord Krsna Himself states in a more

serious mood, in the Bhagavad-gita (3.28): guna gunesu vartanta. Karma-mimamsa

philosophy accepts that good activity in this life will give us a better next life. If this

is true, there must be some type of conscious soul different from the body. And if
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that is the case, why should a transcendental soul worship the interaction of the
temporary body with material nature? If the words sampiijayet karma here mean that
one should worship the laws of karma governing our activities, then one may
astutely ask what it means to worship laws and, indeed, what might be the origin of
such laws and who is maintaining them. To say that laws have created or are
maintaining the world is a meaningless proposition, since there is nothing about the
nature of a law that indicates it could generate the existential situation it is supposed
to govern. In fact, worship is meant for Krsna Himself, and this real conclusion will

be clearly revealed in this chapter.

SB 10.24.19
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ajivyaikataram bhavam

yas tv anyam upajivati
na tasmad vindate ksemam

jaran nary asati yatha

Synonyms
djivya — sustaining his life; ekataram — one; bhavam — entity; yah — who; tu —
but; anyam — another; upagjivati — resorts to; na — not; tasmat — from that one;
vindate — gains; ksemam — real benefit; jarat — from a paramour; nari — a woman;

asati — who is unchaste; yatha — as.

Translation
If one thing is actually sustaining our life but we take shelter of something
else, how can we achieve any real benefit? We would be like an unfaithful
woman, who can never achieve any actual benefit by consorting with her

paramour.

Purport
The word ksemam means actual prosperity, not merely the accumulation of money.
Here Lord Krsna boldly argues that just as a woman can never achieve actual dignity

or enlightenment from an illicit lover, the residents of Vrndavana will never be
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happy by neglecting the real source of their prosperity and worshiping Indra instead.
According to Srila Jiva Gosvami, the audacity that child Krsna displayed before His
father and other elders should be understood as an exhibition of transcendental
anger aroused when He saw His eternal devotees worshiping an insignificant

demigod.

SB 10.24.20
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varteta brahmana vipro
rajanyo raksaya bhuvah
vaisyas tu vartaya jivec

chiidras tu dvija-sevaya

Synonyms
varteta — lives; brahmana — by the Vedas; viprah — the brahmana; rajanyah — the
member of the ruling class; raksaya — by protection; bhuvah — of the earth; vaiSyah
— the vaisya; tu — on the other hand; vartaya — by trade; jivet — lives; Siidrah —
the Siidra; tu — and; dvija-sevayd — by serving the twice-born brahmanas, ksatriyas

and vaisyas.

Translation

The brahmana maintains his life by studying and teaching the Vedas, the
member of the royal order by protecting the earth, the vaisya by trade, and the

stidra by serving the higher, twice-born classes.

Purport

After glorifying karma, or work, Lord Krsna now explains what He means by
prescribed duties born of one’s nature. He was not referring to any whimsical
activity, but rather to the religious duties prescribed in the varnasrama, or Vedic

social system.

SB 10.24.21
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krsi-vanijya-go-raksa
kusidam tiiryam ucyate
varta catur-vidha tatra

vayam go-vrttayo ’‘nisam

Synonyms
krsi — farming; vanijya — commerce; go-raksa@ — and protecting cows; kusidam —
banking; tiiryam — the fourth; ucyate — is said; varta — the occupational duty;
catuh-vidha — fourfold; tatra — among these; vayam — we; go-vrttayah — engaged in

protecting the cows; anisam — without cessation.

Translation
The occupational duties of the vaiSya are conceived in four divisions: farming,
commerce, cow protection and moneylending. Out of these, we as a

community are always engaged in cow protection.

SB 10.24.22
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sattvam rajas tama iti
sthity-utpatty-anta-hetavah
rajasotpadyate visvam

anyonyam vividham jagat

Synonyms
sattvam — goodness; rajah — passion; tamah — and ignorance; iti — thus; sthiti — of
maintenance; utpatti — creation; anta — and destruction; hetavah — the causes;
rajasa — by the mode of passion; utpadyate — is generated; visvam — this universe;
anyonyam — by combination of male and female; vividham — becomes variegated;

jagat — the world.

Translation

The causes of creation, maintenance and destruction are the three modes of

nature — namely goodness, passion and ignorance. In particular, the mode of
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passion creates this universe and through sexual combination causes it to

become full of variety.

Purport
Anticipating the possible objection that a livelihood based on cows certainly depends
on Lord Indra, who supplies rain, Lord Krsna here introduces a mechanistic theory of
existence known as atheistic Sankhya. The tendency to attribute exclusive causality
to the apparently mechanistic functions of nature is an old tendency indeed. Five
thousand years ago Lord Krsna referred to a doctrine already well known in human

society.

SB 10.24.23
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rajasa codita megha
varsanty ambiini sarvatah
prajas tair eva sidhyanti

mahendrah kim karisyati

Synonyms

rajasa — by passion; coditah — impelled; meghah — the clouds; varsanti — pour

down; ambiini — their water; sarvatah — everywhere; prajah — the population; taih
— by that water; eva — simply; sidhyanti — maintain their existence; maha-indrah —

the great Indra; kim — what; karisyati — can do.

Translation
Impelled by the material mode of passion, the clouds pour down their rain
everywhere, and by this rain all creatures gain their sustenance. What has the

great Indra to do with this arrangement?

Purport
Lord Krsna continues His mechanistic explanation of existence, concluding
mahendrah kim karisyati: “Who needs the great Indra, since the rain, sent by the

clouds, which in turn are impelled by the mode of passion, is actually producing
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everyone’s food?” The word sarvatah indicates that the clouds magnanimously send
their rain even on the ocean, rocks and barren land, where there is no apparent

necessity for such sweet water.

SB 10.24.24
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na nah purojanapada
na grama na grha vayam
vanaukasas tata nityam

vana-$aila-nivasinah
Synonyms
na — not; nah — for us; purah — the cities; jana-padah — developed inhabited area;
na — not; gramah — villages; na — not; grhah — living in permanent homes; yayam
— we; vana-okasah — dwelling in the forests; tata — My dear father; nityam —

always; vana — in the forests; $aila — and on the hills; nivasinah — living.

Translation

My dear father, our home is not in the cities or towns or villages. Being forest

dwellers, we always live in the forest and on the hills.

Purport
Lord Krsna here points out that the residents of Vrndavana should recognize their
relationship with Govardhana Hill and with the forests of Vrndavana, and not worry
about a distant demigod like Indra. Having concluded His argument, Lord Krsna

makes a radical proposal in the following verse.

SB 10.24.25
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tasmad gavam brahmananam

adres$ carabhyatam makhah
ya indra-yaga-sambharas

tair ayam sadhyatam makhah
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Synonyms

tasmat — therefore; gavam — of the cows; brahmananam — of the brahmanas; adreh
— and of the hill (Govardhana); ca — also; arabhyatam — let it begin; makhah — the
sacrifice; ye — which; indra-yaga — for the sacrifice to Indra; sambharah — the
ingredients; taih — by them; ayam — this; sadhyatam — may it be carried out;

makhah — the sacrifice.

Translation
Therefore may a sacrifice for the pleasure of the cows, the brahmanas and
Govardhana Hill begin! With all the paraphernalia collected for worshiping

Indra, let this sacrifice be performed instead.

Purport
Lord Krsna is famous as go-brahmana-hita, the well-wishing friend of the cows and
the brahmanas. Lord Krsna specifically included the local brahmanas in His proposal

because He is always devoted to those who are devoted to the godly Vedic culture.

SB 10.24.26
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pacyantam vividhah pakah
stipantah payasadayah
samyavapupa-saskulyah

sarva-dohas ca grhyatam

Synonyms
pacyantam — let the people cook; vividhah — many varieties; pakah — of cooked

foods; siipa-antah — ending with liquid vegetable preparations; pdyasa-adayah —

beginning with sweet rice; samyava-apiipa — fried and baked cakes; saskulyah —

large, round cakes made from rice flour; sarva — all; dohah — what is obtained by

milking the cows; ca — and; grhyatam — let it be taken.

Translation
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Let many different kinds of food be cooked, from sweet rice to vegetable
soups! Many kinds of fancy cakes, both baked and fried, should be prepared.

And all the available milk products should be taken for this sacrifice.

Purport
The word siipa indicates bean broth and also liquid vegetables. Thus to celebrate the
Govardhana-piija, Lord Krsna called for hot preparations such as soup, cold

preparations like sweet rice, and all types of milk products.

SB 10.24.27
FIIFR: FRSTeotseraTtara: |
37%f Fgu Al < 91 SFETE: 1 20 |
hityantam agnayah samyag
brahmanair brahma-vadibhih
annam bahu-gunam tebhyo

deyam vo dhenu-daksinah

Synonyms
hityantam — should be invoked; agnayah — the sacrificial fires; samyak — in the

proper manner; brahmanaih — by the brahmanas; brahma-vadibhih — who are

learned in the Vedas; annam — food; bahu-gunam — well prepared; tebhyah — to
them; deyam — should be given; vah — by you; dhenu-daksinah — cows and other

gifts as remuneration.

Translation

The brahmanas who are learned in the Vedic mantras must properly invoke
the sacrificial fires. Then you should feed the priests with nicely prepared food

and reward them with cows and other gifts.

Purport
According to Srila Sridhara Svami, Lord S$ri Krsna instructed His father and other
residents of Vrndavana in the technical details of this Vedic sacrifice to assure the
quality of the sacrifice and also to inspire Nanda and the others with faith in the

concept of such a sacrifice. Thus the Lord mentioned that there must be orthodox
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brahmanas, regular sacrificial fires and proper distribution of charity. And things

were to be done in the order given by the Lord.

SB 10.24.28
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anyebhyas casva-candala-
patitebhyo yatharhatah
yavasam ca gavam dattva

giraye diyatam balih

Synonyms
anyebhyah — to the others; ca — also; a-sva-candala — even down to the dogs and
the dog-eaters; patitebhyah — to such fallen persons; yatha — as; arhatah — is proper
in each case; yavasam — grass; ca — and; gavam — to the cows; dattva — having
given; giraye — to the mountain called Govardhana; diyatam — should be presented,;

balih — respectful offerings.

Translation

After giving the appropriate food to everyone else, including such fallen souls
as dogs and dog-eaters, you should give grass to the cows and then present

your respectful offerings to Govardhana Hill.

SB 10.24.29
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sv-alankrta bhuktavantah

sv-anuliptah su-vasasah
pradaksinam ca kuruta

go-vipranala-parvatan
Synonyms
su-alanikrtah — handsomely adorned; bhuktavantah — having eaten to your

satisfaction; su-anuliptah — anointed with auspicious sandalwood pulp; su-vasasah —

wearing fine garments; pradaksinam — circumambulation; ca — and; kuruta — you
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should perform; go — of the cows; vipra — the brahmanas; anala — the sacrificial

fires; parvatan — and the hill, Govardhana.

Translation

After everyone has eaten to his satisfaction, you should all dress and decorate
yourselves handsomely, smear your bodies with sandalwood paste and then
circumambulate the cows, the brahmanas, the sacrificial fires and Govardhana

Hill.

Purport
Lord Krsna wanted all the human beings and even the animals to eat nice bhagavat-
prasadam, sanctified foods offered to the Lord. To enthuse His relatives with a festive
mood, He requested them to dress beautifully with fine clothes and ornaments and
to refresh their bodies with luxurious sandalwood paste. The essential activity,
however, was the circumambulation of the holy brahmanas, cows, sacrificial fires

and especially Govardhana Hill.

SB 10.24.30
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etan mama matam tata
kriyatam yadi rocate
ayam go-brahmanadrinam

mahyam ca dayito makhah

Synonyms
etat — this; mama — My; matam — idea; tata — O father; kriyatam — may it be

carried out; yadi — if; rocate — it is pleasing; ayam — this; go-brahmana-adrinam —

for the cows, brahmanas and Govardhana Hill; mahyam — for Me; ca — also; dayitah

— cherished; makhah — sacrifice.

Translation
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This is My idea, O father, and you may carry it out if it appeals to you. Such a
sacrifice will be very dear to the cows, the brahmanas and Govardhana Hill,

and also to Me.

Purport
Whatever is pleasing to the brahmanas, the cows and the Supreme Lord Himself is
auspicious and beneficial for the entire world. Spiritually blind “modern” people do
not understand this and instead adopt a “scientific” approach to life that is rapidly

destroying the entire earth.

SB 10.24.31
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Sri-Suka uvaca
kalatmana bhagavata
Sakra-darpa-jighamsaya
proktam niSamya nandadyah

sadhv agrhnanta tad-vacah
Synonyms
$ri-Sukah uvaca — Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said; kala-atmana — manifesting as the
force of time; bhagavata — by the Supreme Personality of Godhead; sakra — of
Indra; darpa — the pride; jighamsaya — with a desire to destroy; proktam — what

was spoken; niSamya — hearing; nanda-adyah — Nanda and the other elder cowherd

men; sadhu — as excellent; agrhnanta — they accepted; tat-vacah — His words.

Translation

Sukadeva Gosvami said: Lord Krsna, who is Himself powerful time, desired to
destroy the false pride of Lord Indra. When Nanda and the other senior men of

Vrndavana heard Sri Krsna’s statement, they accepted His words as proper.

SB 10.24.32-33
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tatha ca vyadadhuh sarvam
yathaha madhusiidanah
vdcayitva svasty-ayanam
tad-dravyena giri-dvijan
upahrtya balin samyag
adrta yavasam gavam
go-dhanani puraskrtya

girim cakruh pradaksinam

Synonyms
tatha — thus; ca — and; vyadadhuh — they executed; sarvam — everything; yatha —

as; aha — He spoke; madhusiidanah — Lord Krsna; vacayitvd — making (the

brahmanas) recite; svasti-ayanam — the auspicious chants; tat-dravyena — with the
paraphernalia intended for Indra’s sacrifice; giri — to the hill; dvijan — and the
brahmanas; upahrtya — offering; balin — the presentations of tribute; samyak — all
together; adrtah — respectfully; yavasam — grass; gavam — to the cows; go-dhanani
— the bulls, cows and calves; puraskrtya — placing in front; girim — of the hill;

cakruh — they performed; pradaksinam — circumambulation.

Translation

The cowherd community then did all that Madhusiidana had suggested. They
arranged for the brahmanas to recite the auspicious Vedic mantras, and using
the paraphernalia that had been intended for Indra’s sacrifice, they presented
offerings to Govardhana Hill and the brahmanas with reverential respect. They
also gave grass to the cows. Then, placing the cows, bulls and calves in front

of them, they circumambulated Govardhana.

Purport
The residents of Vrndavana were simply devoted to Lord Krsna; that was the sum
and substance of their existence. Being the Lord’s eternal associates, they were
ultimately not concerned with Lord Indra or ritualistic sacrifice, and they were

certainly not interested in the mechanistic philosophy that Krsna had just spoken to


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pradak%E1%B9%A3i%E1%B9%87am
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=cakru%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=girim
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=purask%E1%B9%9Btya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dhan%C4%81ni
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=go
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gav%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yavasam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81d%E1%B9%9Bt%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=samyak
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bal%C4%ABn
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=upah%E1%B9%9Btya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dvij%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=giri
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dravye%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ayanam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=svasti
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%81cayitv%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=madhus%C5%ABdana%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81ha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yath%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sarvam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vyadadhu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tath%C4%81

SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 23-24 Page 71 / 75

them. They simply loved Krsna, and out of intense affection they did exactly what

He had requested.

Their simple loving mentality was not small-mindedness or ignorance, since they
were devoted to the Supreme Absolute Truth, who contains within Himself all
existence. Thus the residents of Vrndavana constantly experienced the highest,
essential truth underlying all other truths — and that is $ri Krsna Himself, the cause
of all causes and that which sustains the existence of all that exists. The residents of
Vrndavana were overwhelmed in loving service to that Supreme Absolute Truth;
therefore they were the most fortunate, most intelligent and most pragmatic of all

living beings.

SB 10.24.34
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anamsy anadud-yuktani
te caruhya sv-alankrtah
gopyas ca krsna-viryani

gayantyah sa-dvijasisah

Synonyms

anamsi — wagons; anadut-yuktani — yoked with oxen; te — they; ca — and; aruhya

— riding; su-alarikrtah — nicely ornamented; gopyah — the cowherd women; ca —
and; krsna-viryani — the glories of Lord Krsna; gayantyah — singing; sa — together

with; dvija — of the brahmanas; asisah — the benedictions.

Translation

As the beautifully ornamented cowherd ladies followed along, riding on
wagons drawn by oxen, they sang the glories of Lord Krsna, and their songs

mingled with the brahmanas’ chanting of benedictions.

SB 10.24.35
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krsnas tv anyatamam ripam
gopa-visrambhanam gatah
Sailo ’smiti bruvan bhiiri

balim dadad brhad-vapuh
Synonyms

krsnah — Lord Krsna; tu — and then; anyatamam — another; riipam —

transcendental form; gopa-visrambhanam — for generating the faith of the cowherds;

gatah — assumed; sailah — the mountain; asmi — I am; iti — these words; bruvan —
saying; bhiiri — abundant; balim — the offerings; adat — He devoured; brhat-vapuh

— in His huge form.

Translation
Krsna then assumed an unprecedented, huge form to instill faith in the
cowherd men. Declaring “I am Govardhana Mountain!” He ate the abundant

offerings.

Purport
In Chapter Twenty-four of Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Srila
Prabhupada writes: “When everything was complete, Krsna assumed a great
transcendental form and declared to the inhabitants of Vrndavana that He was
Himself Govardhana Hill in order to convince the devotees that Govardhana Hill and
Krsna Himself are identical. Then Krsna began to eat all the food offered there. The
identity of Krsna and Govardhana Hill is still honored, and great devotees take rocks
from Govardhana Hill and worship them exactly as they worship the Deity of Krsna
in the temples. The followers of the Krsna consciousness movement may therefore
collect small rocks or pebbles from Govardhana Hill and worship them at home,

because this worship is as good as Deity worship.”

Lord Krsna had induced the residents of Vrndavana to assume a significant risk on
His behalf. He convinced them to neglect a sacrifice to what is, after all, the
powerful government of the universe and to worship a hill called Govardhana
instead. The cowherd community did all this simply out of love for Krsna, and now

to convince them that their decision was correct, Lord Krsna appeared in an
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unprecedented, huge transcendental form and demonstrated that He Himself was

Govardhana Hill.

SB 10.24.36
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tasmai namo vraja-janaih
saha cakra atmanatmane
aho pasyata sailo ’sau

ripi no ’nugraham vyadhat

Synonyms
tasmai — to Him; namah — obeisances; vraja-janaih — with the people of Vraja;
saha — together; cakre — He made; atmana — by Himself; atmane — to Himself; aho
— ah; pasyata — just see; sailah — hill; asau — this; riipi — manifest in person; nah

— upon us; anugraham — mercy; vyadhat — has bestowed.

Translation

Together with the people of Vraja, the Lord bowed down to this form of
Govardhana Hill, thus in effect offering obeisances to Himself. Then He said,

“Just see how this hill has appeared in person and bestowed mercy upon us!

Purport
It is clear from this verse that Lord Krsna had expanded Himself and was appearing
in His normal form among the festival-goers of Vrndavana while simultaneously
manifesting Himself as the great form of Govardhana Hill. Thus, in His form as a
child, Krsna led the residents of Vrndavana in bowing down to His new incarnation
as Govardhana Hill, and to all He pointed out the great mercy bestowed by this
divine form of Govardhana. Lord Krsna’s amazing transcendental activities were

certainly in keeping with the festive atmosphere.

SB 10.24.37
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eso ’vajanato martyan
kama-rapi vanaukasah
hanti hy asmai namasyamah

Sarmane atmano gavam

Synonyms
esah — this one; avajanatah — those who are neglectful;, martyan — mortals; kama-
riipi — assuming any form at will (such as that of the snakes who live upon the hill);
vana-okasah — residents of the forest; hanti — will kill; hi — certainly; asmai — to
him; namasyamah — let us pay our obeisances; sarmane — for the protection;

atmanah — of ourselves; gavam — and of the cows.

Translation
“This Govardhana Hill, assuming any form he wishes, will kill any residents of
the forest who neglect him. Therefore let us pay our obeisances to him for the

safety of ourselves and our cows.”

Purport
Kama-ripi indicates that the form of Govardhana can manifest as poisonous snakes,
wild animals, falling rocks and so on, all of which are competent to kill a human

being.

According to Srila Sridhara Svami, the Lord presented six theoretical points in this
chapter: 1) that karma alone is sufficient to determine one’s destiny; 2) that one’s
conditioned nature is the supreme controller; 3) that the modes of nature are the
supreme controller; 4) that the Supreme Lord is simply a dependent aspect of karma;
5) that He is under the control of karma; and 6) that one’s occupation is the actual

worshipable deity.

The Lord presented these arguments not because He believed them but rather
because He wanted to stop the impending sacrifice to Indra and divert it to Himself
in the form of Govardhana Hill. In this way the Lord desired to agitate that falsely

proud demigod.

SB 10.24.38


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gav%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81tmana%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Barma%E1%B9%87e
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=namasy%C4%81ma%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=asmai
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=hi
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=hanti
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=okasa%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vana
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C5%ABp%C4%AB
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%C4%81ma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=marty%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=avaj%C4%81nata%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=e%E1%B9%A3a%E1%B8%A5

SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 23-24 Page 75 / 75

AT E argeavafdT: |
JoT faem T FEHsoT a1 9 1l 3¢ |
ity adri-go-dvija-makham
vasudeva-pracoditah
yatha vidhdya te gopa

saha-krsna vrajam yayuh

Synonyms
iti — in this manner; adri — to Govardhana Hill; go — the cows; dvija — and the
brahmanas; makham — the great sacrifice; vasudeva — by Lord Krsna; pracoditah —
urged; yatha — properly; vidhdya — executing; te — they; gopah — the cowherds;
saha-krsnah — together with Lord Krsna; yrajam — to Vraja; yayuh — they went.

Translation
The members of the cowherd community, having thus been inspired by Lord
Vasudeva to properly execute the sacrifice to Govardhana Hill, the cows and

the brahmanas, returned with Lord Krsna to their village, Vraja.

Purport
Although the Govardhana-piija was performed in a blissful and successful way, the
matter was hardly finished. Lord Indra is, after all, tremendously powerful, and he
received the news of the Govardhana sacrifice with burning anger. What ensued will

be described in the following chapter.

Thus end the purports of the humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada to the Tenth Canto, Twenty-fourth Chapter, of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, entitled “Worshiping Govardhana Hill.”
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