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CHAPTER NINETEEN

Swallowing the Forest Fire
This chapter describes how Lord Kṛṣṇa saved the cows and the cowherd boys from a 
great fire in the Muñjāraṇya forest.

One day the cowherd boys became absorbed in sporting and allowed the cows to 
wander into a dense forest. Suddenly a forest fire blazed up, and to escape its flames 
the cows took refuge in a grove of sharp canes. When the cowherd boys missed their
animals, they went searching for them, following their hoofprints and the trail of 
blades of grass and other plants they had trampled or had broken with their teeth. 
Finally the boys found the cows and removed them from the cane forest, but by that 
time the forest fire had grown strong and was threatening both the boys and the 
cows. Thus the cowherd boys took shelter of Śrī Kṛṣṇa, the master of all mystic 
power, who told them to close their eyes. They did so, and in a moment He had 
swallowed up the fierce forest fire and brought them all back to the Bhāṇḍīra tree 
mentioned in the last chapter. Seeing this wonderful display of mystic potency, the 
cowherd boys thought Kṛṣṇa must be a demigod, and they began to praise Him. 
Then they all returned home.

ŚB 10.19.1
 श्री�शु�क उवा�च

   क्री�डा�सक्ते� षु� गो�पे�षु� तद्गा�वा� दू�रच�रिरणी�: ।
      स्वा�र� चरन्त्यो� विवाविवाशु�स्त"णीलो�भे�न गोह्वरम्( ॥ १ ॥

śrī-śuka uvāca
krīḍāsakteṣu gopeṣu

tad-gāvo dūra-cāriṇīḥ
svairaṁ carantyo viviśus
tṛṇa-lobhena gahvaram

Synonyms
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śrī-śukaḥ uvāca — Śrī Śukadeva Gosvāmī said; krīḍā — in their playing; āsakteṣu — 
while they were completely absorbed; gopeṣu — the cowherd boys; tat-gāvaḥ — their 
cows; dūra-cāriṇīḥ — wandering far away; svairam — independently; carantyaḥ — 
grazing; viviśuḥ — they entered; tṛṇa — for grass; lobhena — out of greed; gahvaram 
— a dense forest.

Translation
Śukadeva Gosvāmī said: While the cowherd boys were completely absorbed in 
playing, their cows wandered far away. They hungered for more grass, and 
with no one to watch them they entered a dense forest.

ŚB 10.19.2
      अजा� गो�वा� म्वि-ष्योश्च विनर्विवाशुन्त्यो� वान�द् वानम्( ।

 ईषु�क�टवा4 विनर्विवाविवाशु�:  क्रीन्दून्त्यो� दू�वातर्विषुत�:   ॥ २ ॥
ajā gāvo mahiṣyaś ca

nirviśantyo vanād vanam
īṣīkāṭavīṁ nirviviśuḥ

krandantyo dāva-tarṣitāḥ

Synonyms
ajāḥ — the goats; gāvaḥ — the cows; mahiṣyaḥ — the buffalo; ca — and; nirviśantyaḥ 
— entering; vanāt — from one forest; vanam — to another forest; īṣīkā-aṭavīm — a 
forest of canes; nirviviśuḥ — they entered; krandantyaḥ — crying out; dāva — 
because of a forest fire; tarṣitāḥ — thirsty.

Translation
Passing from one part of the great forest to another, the goats, cows and 
buffalo eventually entered an area overgrown with sharp canes. The heat of a 
nearby forest fire made them thirsty, and they cried out in distress.

ŚB 10.19.3
त�ऽपेश्योन्त:  पेशु�न( गो�पे�:  क" ष्णीर�म्�दूयोस्तदू� ।

       जा�त�न�त�पे� न विवादू�र्विवाचिचन्वान्त� गोवा�� गोचितम्( ॥ ३ ॥

https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Br%C4%AB
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tar%E1%B9%A3it%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=d%C4%81va
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=krandantya%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=nirvivi%C5%9Bu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=a%E1%B9%ADav%C4%ABm
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%AB%E1%B9%A3%C4%ABk%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vanam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=van%C4%81t
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=nirvi%C5%9Bantya%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mahi%E1%B9%A3ya%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=g%C4%81va%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=aj%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gahvaram
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=lobhena
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=t%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vivi%C5%9Bu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=carantya%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=svairam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=c%C4%81ri%E1%B9%87%C4%AB%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=d%C5%ABra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=g%C4%81va%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gope%E1%B9%A3u
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81sakte%E1%B9%A3u
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kr%C4%AB%E1%B8%8D%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=uv%C4%81ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Buka%E1%B8%A5
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te  ’paśyantaḥ paśūn gopāḥ
kṛṣṇa-rāmādayas tadā
jātānutāpā na vidur

vicinvanto gavāṁ gatim

Synonyms
te — they; apaśyantaḥ — not seeing; paśūn — the animals; gopāḥ — the cowherd 
boys; kṛṣṇa-rāma-ādayaḥ — led by Kṛṣṇa and Rāma; tadā — then; jāta-anutāpāḥ — 
feeling remorse; na viduḥ — they did not know; vicinvantaḥ — searching out; gavām 
— of the cows; gatim — the path.

Translation
Not seeing the cows before them, Kṛṣṇa, Rāma and Their cowherd friends 
suddenly felt repentant for having neglected them. The boys searched all 
around, but could not discover where they had gone.

ŚB 10.19.4
 त"णी�स्तत्खु�रदूच्छि<=न्नै�गो?ष्पेदू�रचि@त�गोAवा�म्( ।

   म्�गोAम्न्वागोम्न( सवाB नष्टा�जा�व्यो� विवाच�तस:   ॥ ४ ॥
tṛṇais tat-khura-dac-chinnair

goṣ-padair aṅkitair gavām
mārgam anvagaman sarve

naṣṭājīvyā vicetasaḥ

Synonyms
tṛṇaiḥ — by the blades of grass; tat — of those cows; khura — by the hooves; dat — 
and the teeth; chinnaiḥ — which were broken; goḥ-padaiḥ — with the hoofprints; 
aṅkitaiḥ — (by places in the ground) which were marked; gavām — of the cows; 
mārgam — the path; anvagaman — they followed; sarve — all of them; naṣṭa-ājīvyāḥ 
— having lost their livelihood; vicetasaḥ — in anxiety.

Translation
Then the boys began tracing out the cows’ path by noting their hoofprints and 
the blades of grass the cows had broken with their hooves and teeth. All the 

https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vicetasa%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81j%C4%ABvy%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=na%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%ADa
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sarve
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=anvagaman
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%C4%81rgam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gav%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=a%E1%B9%85kitai%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=padai%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=go%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=chinnai%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=khura
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=t%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%87ai%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gatim
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gav%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vicinvanta%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vidu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=na
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=anut%C4%81p%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=j%C4%81ta
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tad%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81daya%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81ma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gop%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pa%C5%9B%C5%ABn
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=apa%C5%9Byanta%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=te
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cowherd boys were in great anxiety because they had lost their source of 
livelihood.

ŚB 10.19.5
    म्�ञ्जा�टव्यो�� भ्रष्टाम्�गोH क्रीन्दूम्�न� स्वागो�धनम्( ।

 सम्प्रा�प्यो त"विषुत�:     श्री�न्त�स्ततस्त� सन्न्योवातAयोन( ॥ ५ ॥
muñjāṭavyāṁ bhraṣṭa-mārgaṁ
krandamānaṁ sva-godhanam

samprāpya tṛṣitāḥ śrāntās
tatas te sannyavartayan

Synonyms
muñjā-aṭavyām — in the Muñjā forest; bhraṣṭa-mārgam — who had lost their way; 
krandamānam — crying; sva — their own; go-dhanam — cows (and other animals); 
samprāpya — finding; tṛṣitāḥ — who were thirsty; śrāntāḥ — and tired; tataḥ — then;
te — they, the cowherd boys; sannyavartayan — turned them all back.

Translation
Within the Muñjā forest the cowherd boys finally found their valuable cows, 
who had lost their way and were crying. Then the boys, thirsty and tired, 
herded the cows onto the path back home.

ŚB 10.19.6
     त� आ-�त� भेगोवात� म्�घगोम्भे�रयो� विगोर� ।

   स्वान�म्न�� विननदू� श्री�त्वा� प्राचितन�दू�: प्रा-र्विषुत�:   ॥ ६ ॥
tā āhūtā bhagavatā

megha-gambhīrayā girā
sva-nāmnāṁ ninadaṁ śrutvā

pratineduḥ praharṣitāḥ

Synonyms
tāḥ — they; āhūtāḥ — called; bhagavatā — by the Supreme Personality of Godhead; 
megha-gambhīrayā — as deep as a cloud; girā — with His voice; sva-nāmnām — of 
their own names; ninadam — the sound; śrutvā — hearing; pratineduḥ — they 
replied; praharṣitāḥ — greatly enlivened.

https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=prahar%E1%B9%A3it%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pratinedu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Brutv%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ninadam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=n%C4%81mn%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gir%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gambh%C4%ABray%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=megha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhagavat%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81h%C5%ABt%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=t%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sannyavartayan
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=te
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tata%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Br%C4%81nt%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=t%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%A3it%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sampr%C4%81pya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dhanam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=go
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=krandam%C4%81nam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%C4%81rgam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhra%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%ADa
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=a%E1%B9%ADavy%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mu%C3%B1j%C4%81
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Translation
The Supreme Personality of Godhead called out to the animals in a voice that 
resounded like a rumbling cloud. Hearing the sound of their own names, the 
cows were overjoyed and called out to the Lord in reply.

ŚB 10.19.7
तत: सम्न्त�द्दे�वाध�म्क� त�-

   योAदूR"<=यो�भे�त( क्षयोक" द् वानTकस�म्( ।
सम्�रिरत: स�रथिVन�ल्बणी�ल्म्�क� -

र्विवालो�लिलो-�न:     च्छिस्Vरजाङ्गम्�न( म्-�न( ॥ ७ ॥
tataḥ samantād dava-dhūmaketur

yadṛcchayābhūt kṣaya-kṛd vanaukasām
samīritaḥ sārathinolbaṇolmukair

vilelihānaḥ sthira-jaṅgamān mahān

Synonyms
tataḥ — then; samantāt — on all sides; dava-dhūmaketuḥ — a terrible forest fire; 
yadṛcchayā — suddenly; abhūt — appeared; kṣaya-kṛt — threatening destruction; 
vana-okasām — for all those present in the forest; samīritaḥ — driven; sārathinā — by
its chariot driver, the wind; ulbaṇa — terrible; ulmukaiḥ — with meteorlike sparks; 
vilelihānaḥ — licking; sthira-jaṅgamān — all moving and nonmoving creatures; 
mahān — very great.

Translation
Suddenly a great forest fire appeared on all sides, threatening to destroy all 
the forest creatures. Like a chariot driver, the wind swept the fire onward, and
terrible sparks shot in all directions. Indeed, the great fire extended its 
tongues of flame toward all moving and nonmoving creatures.

Purport
Just as Kṛṣṇa, Balarāma and the cowherd boys were about to take their cows back 
home, the forest fire previously mentioned raged out of control and surrounded all 
of them.

https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mah%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ja%E1%B9%85gam%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sthira
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vilelih%C4%81na%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ulmukai%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ulba%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=s%C4%81rathin%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sam%C4%ABrita%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=okas%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vana
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9Bt
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%A3aya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abh%C5%ABt
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yad%E1%B9%9Bcchay%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dh%C5%ABmaketu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dava
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=samant%C4%81t
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tata%E1%B8%A5
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ŚB 10.19.8
  तम्�पेतन्त� पेरिरत� दूवा�ग्निं]

 गो�पे�श्च गो�वा:  प्रासम्�क्ष्यो भे�त�: ।
   ऊच�श्च क" ष्णी� सबलो� प्रापेन्नै�

   योV� -रिंर म्"त्यो�भेयो�र्विदूत� जान�:   ॥ ८ ॥
tam āpatantaṁ parito davāgniṁ

gopāś ca gāvaḥ prasamīkṣya bhītāḥ
ūcuś ca kṛṣṇaṁ sa-balaṁ prapannā
yathā hariṁ mṛtyu-bhayārditā janāḥ

Synonyms
tam — that; āpatantam — setting upon them; paritaḥ — on all sides; dava-agnim — 
the forest fire; gopāḥ — the cowherd boys; ca — and; gāvaḥ — the cows; prasamīkṣya
— intensely watching; bhītāḥ — afraid; ūcuḥ — they addressed; ca — and; kṛṣṇam — 
Lord Kṛṣṇa; sa-balam — and Lord Balarāma; prapannāḥ — taking shelter; yathā — as;
harim — the Supreme Personality of Godhead; mṛtyu — of death; bhaya — by fear; 
arditāḥ — troubled; janāḥ — persons.

Translation
As the cows and cowherd boys stared at the forest fire attacking them on all 
sides, they became fearful. The boys then approached Kṛṣṇa and Balarāma for 
shelter, just as those who are disturbed by fear of death approach the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. The boys addressed Them as follows.

ŚB 10.19.9
     क" ष्णी क" ष्णी म्-�वा�र -� र�म्�म्�घविवाक्रीम् ।
  दू�वा�वि]न� दूह्यम्�न�न( प्रापेन्नै��स्त्रा�त�म्-AV:   ॥ ९ ॥
kṛṣṇa kṛṣṇa mahā-vīra
he rāmāmogha vikrama
dāvāgninā dahyamānān

prapannāṁs trātum arhathaḥ

Synonyms
kṛṣṇa kṛṣṇa — O Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa; mahā-vīra — O most powerful one; he rāma — O 
Rāma; amogha-vikrama — You whose prowess is never thwarted; dāva-agninā — by 

https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=agnin%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=d%C4%81va
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vikrama
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=amogha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81ma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=he
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%ABra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mah%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=jan%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ardit%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhaya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%E1%B9%9Btyu
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=harim
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yath%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=prapann%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=balam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sa
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%87am
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%ABcu%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bh%C4%ABt%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=prasam%C4%ABk%E1%B9%A3ya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=g%C4%81va%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gop%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=agnim
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dava
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=parita%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81patantam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tam
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the forest fire; dahyamānān — who are being burned; prapannān — who are 
surrendered; trātum arhathaḥ — please save.

Translation
[The cowherd boys said:] O Kṛṣṇa! Kṛṣṇa! Most powerful one! O Rāma! You 
whose prowess never fails! Please save Your devotees, who are about to be 
burned by this forest fire and have come to take shelter of You!

ŚB 10.19.10
 न�न� त्वाद्बाR�न्धवा�:    क" ष्णी न च�-Aन्त्योवास�विदूत�म्( ।

   वायो� वि- सवाAधम्Aज्ञ त्वान्नै�V�स्त्वात्पेर�योणी�:   ॥ १० ॥
nūnaṁ tvad-bāndhavāḥ kṛṣṇa

na cārhanty avasāditum
vayaṁ hi sarva-dharma-jña
tvan-nāthās tvat-parāyaṇāḥ

Synonyms
nūnam — certainly; tvat — Your; bāndhavāḥ — friends; kṛṣṇa — our dear Śrī Kṛṣṇa; 
na — never; ca — and; arhanti — deserve; avasāditum — to suffer destruction; vayam
— we; hi — moreover; sarva-dharma-jña — O perfect knower of the nature of all 
beings; tvat-nāthāḥ — having You as our Lord; tvat-parāyaṇaḥ — devoted to You.

Translation
Kṛṣṇa! Certainly Your own friends shouldn’t be destroyed. O knower of the 
nature of all things, we have accepted You as our Lord, and we are souls 
surrendered unto You!

ŚB 10.19.11
 श्री�शु�क उवा�च

     वाच� विनशुम्यो क" पेणी� बन्ध�न�� भेगोवा�न( -रिर: ।
      विनम्�लोयोत म्� भे�ष्टा लो�चन�न�त्योभे�षुत ॥ ११ ॥

śrī-śuka uvāca
vaco niśamya kṛpaṇaṁ

bandhūnāṁ bhagavān hariḥ

https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=par%C4%81ya%E1%B9%87a%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tvat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=n%C4%81th%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tvat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=j%C3%B1a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dharma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sarva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=hi
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vayam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=avas%C4%81ditum
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=arhanti
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=na
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=b%C4%81ndhav%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tvat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=n%C5%ABnam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=arhatha%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tr%C4%81tum
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=prapann%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dahyam%C4%81n%C4%81n
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nimīlayata mā bhaiṣṭa
locanānīty abhāṣata

Synonyms
śrī-śukaḥ uvāca — Śrī Śukadeva Gosvāmī said; vacaḥ — the words; niśamya — 
hearing; kṛpaṇam — pitiful; bandhūnām — of His friends; bhagavān — the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead; hariḥ — Hari; nimīlayata — just close; mā bhaiṣṭa — do not 
be afraid; locanāni — your eyes; iti — thus; abhāṣata — He spoke.

Translation
Śukadeva Gosvāmī said: Hearing these pitiful words from His friends, the 
Supreme Lord Kṛṣṇa told them, “Just close your eyes and do not be afraid.”

Purport
This verse clearly reveals the simple, sublime relationship between Kṛṣṇa and His 
pure devotees. The Absolute Truth, the supreme almighty Lord, is actually a young, 
blissful cowherd boy named Kṛṣṇa. God is youthful, and His mentality is playful. 
When He saw that His beloved friends were terrified of the forest fire, He simply 
told them to close their eyes and not be afraid. Then Lord Kṛṣṇa acted, as described 
in the next verse.

ŚB 10.19.12
   तV�चित म्�लिलोत�क्ष�षु� भेगोवा�नवि]म्�ल्बणीम्( ।

       पे�त्वा� म्�खु�न त�न्क" <=h �द् यो�गो�ध�शु� व्योम्�चयोत( ॥ १२ ॥
tatheti mīlitākṣeṣu

bhagavān agnim ulbaṇam
pītvā mukhena tān kṛcchrād

yogādhīśo vyamocayat

Synonyms
tathā — all right; iti — thus speaking; mīlita — closing; akṣeṣu — their eyes; 
bhagavān — the Supreme Lord; agnim — the fire; ulbaṇam — terrible; pītvā — 
drinking; mukhena — with His mouth; tān — them; kṛcchrāt — from the danger; 
yoga-adhīśaḥ — the supreme controller of all mystic power; vyamocayat — delivered.

https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vyamocayat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=adh%C4%AB%C5%9Ba%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yoga
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9Bcchr%C4%81t
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=t%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mukhena
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=p%C4%ABtv%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ulba%E1%B9%87am
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=agnim
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhagav%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ak%E1%B9%A3e%E1%B9%A3u
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%C4%ABlita
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=iti
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tath%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abh%C4%81%E1%B9%A3ata
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=iti
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=locan%C4%81ni
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhai%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%ADa
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=nim%C4%ABlayata
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=hari%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bhagav%C4%81n
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bandh%C5%ABn%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9Bpa%E1%B9%87am
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ni%C5%9Bamya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vaca%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=uv%C4%81ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Buka%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Br%C4%AB
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Translation
“All right,” the boys replied, and immediately closed their eyes. Then the 
Supreme Lord, the master of all mystic power, opened His mouth and 
swallowed the terrible fire, saving His friends from danger.

Purport
The cowherd boys were suffering from extreme fatigue, hunger and thirst, and were 
about to be consumed by a horrible forest fire. All this is indicated here by the word 
kṛcchrāt.

ŚB 10.19.13
  ततश्च त�ऽक्ष�ण्यो�न्म्�ल्यो पे�नभे�Aण्डा�रम्�विपेत�: ।

    विनशुम्यो विवाच्छिस्म्त� आसन्नै�त्म्�न� गो�श्च म्�चिचत�:   ॥ १३ ॥
tataś ca te  ’kṣīṇy unmīlya
punar bhāṇḍīram āpitāḥ
niśamya vismitā āsann

ātmānaṁ gāś ca mocitāḥ

Synonyms
tataḥ — then; ca — and; te — they; akṣīṇi — their eyes; unmīlya — opening; punaḥ —
again; bhāṇḍīram — to Bhāṇḍīra; āpitāḥ — brought; niśamya — seeing; vismitāḥ — 
amazed; āsan — they became; ātmānam — themselves; gāḥ — the cows; ca — and; 
mocitāḥ — saved.

Translation
The cowherd boys opened their eyes and were amazed to find not only that 
they and the cows had been saved from the terrible fire but that they had all 
been brought back to the Bhāṇḍīra tree.

ŚB 10.19.14
    क" ष्णीस्यो यो�गोवा�योH तद् यो�गोम्�यो�न�भे�विवातम्( ।

दू�वा�]�र�त्म्न:       क्ष�म्� वा�क्ष्यो त� म्�विनर�ऽम्रम्( ॥ १४ ॥
kṛṣṇasya yoga-vīryaṁ tad

yoga-māyānubhāvitam

https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mocit%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=g%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81tm%C4%81nam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81san
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vismit%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ni%C5%9Bamya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81pit%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=bh%C4%81%E1%B9%87%E1%B8%8D%C4%ABram
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=puna%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=unm%C4%ABlya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ak%E1%B9%A3%C4%AB%E1%B9%87i
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=te
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tata%E1%B8%A5
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dāvāgner ātmanaḥ kṣemaṁ
vīkṣya te menire  ’maram

Synonyms
kṛṣṇasya — of Lord Kṛṣṇa; yoga-vīryam — the mystic power; tat — that; yoga-māyā —
by His internal power of illusion; anubhāvitam — effected; dāva-agneḥ — from the 
forest fire; ātmanaḥ — of themselves; kṣemam — the deliverance; vīkṣya — seeing; te 
— they; menire — thought; amaram — a demigod.

Translation
When the cowherd boys saw that they had been saved from the forest fire by 
the Lord’s mystic power, which is manifested by His internal potency, they 
began to think that Kṛṣṇa must be a demigod.

Purport
The cowherd boys of Vṛndāvana simply loved Kṛṣṇa as their only friend and 
exclusive object of devotion. To increase their ecstasy, Kṛṣṇa displayed to them His 
mystic potency and saved them from a terrible forest fire.

The cowherd boys could never give up their ecstatic loving friendship with Kṛṣṇa. 
Therefore, rather than considering Kṛṣṇa to be God, after they saw His extraordinary
power they thought that perhaps He was a demigod. But since Lord Kṛṣṇa was their 
beloved friend, they were on the same level with Him, and thus they thought that 
they too must be demigods. In this way Kṛṣṇa’s cowherd friends became 
overwhelmed with ecstasy.

ŚB 10.19.15
गो�:    सचिन्नैवात्योA स�यो�ह्ने� स-र�म्� जान�दूAन: ।
   वा�णी�� विवारणीयोन( गो�ष्ठम्गो�द् गो�पे�रथिभेष्टा�त:   ॥ १५ ॥

gāḥ sannivartya sāyāhne
saha-rāmo janārdanaḥ

veṇuṁ viraṇayan goṣṭham
agād gopair abhiṣṭutaḥ

https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=amaram
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=menire
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=te
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%ABk%E1%B9%A3ya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%A3emam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81tmana%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=agne%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=d%C4%81va
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=anubh%C4%81vitam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%C4%81y%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yoga
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=v%C4%ABryam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yoga
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%9B%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%87asya
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Synonyms
gāḥ — the cows; sannivartya — turning back; sāya-ahne — in the late afternoon; 
saha-rāmaḥ — together with Lord Balarāma; janārdanaḥ — Śrī Kṛṣṇa; veṇum — His 
flute; viraṇayan — playing in a specific way; goṣṭham — to the cowherd village; agāt 
— He went; gopaiḥ — by the cowherd boys; abhiṣṭutaḥ — being praised.

Translation
It was now late in the afternoon, and Lord Kṛṣṇa, accompanied by Balarāma, 
turned the cows back toward home. Playing His flute in a special way, Kṛṣṇa 
returned to the cowherd village in the company of His cowherd friends, who 
chanted His glories.

ŚB 10.19.16
    गो�पे�न�� पेरम्�नन्दू आस�द् गो�विवान्दूदूशुAन� ।

       क्षणी� यो�गोशुतविम्वा यो�स�� यो�न विवान�भेवात( ॥ १६ ॥
gopīnāṁ paramānanda
āsīd govinda-darśane

kṣaṇaṁ yuga-śatam iva
yāsāṁ yena vinābhavat

Synonyms
gopīnām — for the young cowherd girls; parama-ānandaḥ — the greatest happiness; 
āsīt — arose; govinda-darśane — in seeing Govinda; kṣaṇam — a moment; yuga-śatam
— a hundred millenniums; iva — just as; yāsām — for whom; yena — whom (Kṛṣṇa);
vinā — without; abhavat — became.

Translation
The young gopīs took the greatest pleasure in seeing Govinda come home, 
since for them even a moment without His association seemed like a hundred 
ages.

Purport
After saving the cowherd boys from the blazing forest fire, Kṛṣṇa saved the cowherd 
girls from the blazing fire of separation from Him. The gopīs, headed by Śrīmatī 

https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abhavat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vin%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yena
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=y%C4%81s%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=iva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Batam
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yuga
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=k%E1%B9%A3a%E1%B9%87am
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dar%C5%9Bane
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=govinda
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81s%C4%ABt
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81nanda%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=parama
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gop%C4%ABn%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abhi%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%ADuta%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gopai%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ag%C4%81t
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=go%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%ADham
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vira%E1%B9%87ayan
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ve%E1%B9%87um
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=jan%C4%81rdana%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81ma%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=saha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ahne
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=s%C4%81ya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sannivartya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=g%C4%81%E1%B8%A5
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Rādhārāṇī, have the greatest love for Kṛṣṇa, and even a single moment’s separation 
from Him seems like millions of years to them. The gopīs are the greatest devotees of
God, and their specific pastimes with Kṛṣṇa will be described later in this work.

Thus end the purports of the humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupāda to the Tenth Canto, Nineteenth Chapter, of the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, 
entitled “Swallowing the Forest Fire.”

https://vedabase.io/en/library/sb/
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CHAPTER TWENTY

The Rainy Season and Autumn in 
Vṛndāvana
To enhance the description of Lord Kṛṣṇa’s pastimes, Śrī Śukadeva Gosvāmī 
describes in this chapter the beauty of Vṛndāvana during autumn and the rainy 
season. In the course of his presentation he gives various charming instructions in 
metaphorical terms.

ŚB 10.20.1
 श्री�शु�क उवा�च

  तयो�स्तदूद्भुR�त� कम्A दू�वा�]�म्?क्षम्�त्म्न: ।
गो�पे�: स्त्रा�भ्यो: सम्�चख्यो�:     प्रालोम्बवाधम्�वा च ॥ १ ॥

śrī-śuka uvāca
tayos tad adbhutaṁ karma
dāvāgner mokṣam ātmanaḥ

gopāḥ strībhyaḥ samācakhyuḥ
pralamba-vadham eva ca

Synonyms
śrī-śukaḥ uvāca — Śrī Śukadeva Gosvāmī said; tayoḥ — of the two of Them, Lord 
Kṛṣṇa and Lord Balarāma; tat — that; adbhutam — amazing; karma — action; dāva-
agneḥ — from the forest fire; mokṣam — the deliverance; ātmanaḥ — of themselves; 
gopāḥ — the cowherd boys; strībhyaḥ — to the ladies; samācakhyuḥ — they described
in detail; pralamba-vadham — the killing of Pralambāsura; eva — indeed; ca — also.

Translation
Śukadeva Gosvāmī said:To the ladies of Vṛndāvana, the cowherd boys then 
related in full detail Kṛṣṇa’s and Balarāma’s wonderful activities of delivering 
them from the forest fire and killing the demon Pralamba.

ŚB 10.20.2

https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=eva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vadham
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=uv%C4%81ca
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Buka%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Br%C4%AB


SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 19-20 Page 16 / 56

   गो�पेवा"द्धा�श्च गो�प्योश्च तदू�पे�कण्योA विवाच्छिस्म्त�: ।
       म्�विनर� दू�वाप्रावारT क" ष्णीर�म्T व्रजा� गोतT ॥ २ ॥

gopa-vṛddhāś ca gopyaś ca
tad upākarṇya vismitāḥ
menire deva-pravarau

kṛṣṇa-rāmau vrajaṁ gatau

Synonyms
gopa-vṛddhāḥ — the elder cowherd men; ca — and; gopyaḥ — the cowherd ladies; ca 
— also; tat — that; upākarṇya — hearing; vismitāḥ — surprised; menire — they 
considered; deva-pravarau — two eminent demigods; kṛṣṇa-rāmau — the brothers 
Kṛṣṇa and Balarāma; vrajam — to Vṛndāvana; gatau — come.

Translation
The elder cowherd men and ladies were amazed to hear this account, and they
concluded that Kṛṣṇa and Balarāma must be exalted demigods who had 
appeared in Vṛndāvana.

ŚB 10.20.3
तत:    प्रा�वातAत प्रा�वा"ट( सवाAसत्त्वासम्�द्भुRवा� ।

   विवाद्यो�तम्�नपेरिरचिधर्विवास्फू� र्जिजातनभेस्तलो� ॥ ३ ॥
tataḥ prāvartata prāvṛṭ

sarva-sattva-samudbhavā
vidyotamāna-paridhir
visphūrjita-nabhas-talā

Synonyms
tataḥ — then; prāvartata — began; prāvṛṭ — the rainy season; sarva-sattva — of all 
living beings; samudbhavā — the source of generation; vidyotamāna — flashing with 
lightning; paridhiḥ — its horizon; visphūrjita — agitated (by thunder); nabhaḥ-talā — 
the sky.

Translation
Then the rainy season began, giving life and sustenance to all living beings. 
The sky began to rumble with thunder, and lightning flashed on the horizon.
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ŚB 10.20.4
 स�न्द्रन�लो�म्ब�दू�व्यो?म् सविवाद्यो�त्स्तनचियोत्न�थिभे: ।
      अस्पेष्टाज्यो�चितर�<=न्नै� ब्रह्मे�वा सगो�णी� बभेT ॥ ४ ॥

sāndra-nīlāmbudair vyoma
sa-vidyut-stanayitnubhiḥ
aspaṣṭa-jyotir ācchannaṁ

brahmeva sa-guṇaṁ babhau

Synonyms
sāndra — dense; nīla — blue; ambudaiḥ — by the clouds; vyoma — the sky; sa-vidyut 
— along with lightning; stanayitnubhiḥ — and thunder; aspaṣṭa — diffuse; jyotiḥ — 
its illumination; ācchannam — covered; brahma — the spirit soul; iva — as if; sa-
guṇam — with the material qualities of nature; babhau — was manifest.

Translation
The sky was then covered by dense blue clouds accompanied by lightning and 
thunder. Thus the sky and its natural illumination were covered in the same 
way that the spirit soul is covered by the three modes of material nature.

Purport
Lightning is compared to the mode of goodness, thunder to the mode of passion, and
clouds to the mode of ignorance. Thus the cloudy sky at the onset of the rainy 
season is analogous to the pure spirit soul when he becomes disturbed by the modes 
of nature, for at that time he is covered and his original brilliant nature is only dimly
reflected through the haze of the material qualities.

ŚB 10.20.5
      अष्टाT म्�स�न( विनपे�त� योद् भे�म्यो�श्च�दूम्यो� वास� ।

 स्वागो�थिभेम्?क्ते� म्�र�भे� पेजाAन्यो:     क�लो आगोत� ॥ ५ ॥
aṣṭau māsān nipītaṁ yad

bhūmyāś coda-mayaṁ vasu
sva-gobhir moktum ārebhe

parjanyaḥ kāla āgate
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Synonyms
aṣṭau — eight; māsān — during months; nipītam — drunk; yat — which; bhūmyāḥ — 
of the earth; ca — and; uda-mayam — consisting of water; vasu — the wealth; sva-
gobhiḥ — by his own rays; moktum — to release; ārebhe — began; parjanyaḥ — the 
sun; kāle — the proper time; āgate — when it arrived.

Translation
With its rays, the sun had for eight months drunk up the earth’s wealth in the 
form of water. Now that the proper time had arrived, the sun began releasing 
this accumulated wealth.

Purport
The ācāryas compare the sun’s evaporating the earth’s wealth of water to a king’s 
collecting taxes. In Chapter Twenty, of Kṛṣṇa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Śrīla Prabhupāda explains this analogy as follows: “Clouds are accumulated water 
drawn from the land by the sunshine. Continually for eight months the sun 
evaporates all kinds of water from the surface of the globe, and this water is 
accumulated in the shape of clouds, which are distributed as water when there is 
need. Similarly, a government exacts various taxes from the citizens, such as income 
tax and sales tax, which the citizens are able to pay by their different material 
activities: agriculture, trade, industry and so on. This taxation is compared to the 
sun’s drawing water from the earth. When there is again need of water on the 
surface of the globe, the same sunshine converts the water into clouds and 
distributes it all over the globe. Similarly, the taxes collected by the government 
must be distributed to the people again, as educational work, public work, sanitation
work and so on. This is very essential for a good government. The government 
should not simply exact taxes for useless squandering; the tax collection should be 
utilized for the public welfare of the state.”

ŚB 10.20.6
 तचिडाद्वन्त� म्-�म्�घ�श्चण्डाश्वसनवा�विपेत�: ।

   प्रा�णीन� जा�वान� ह्यस्यो म्�म्�च�:     करुणी� इवा ॥ ६ ॥
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taḍidvanto mahā-meghāś
caṇḍa-śvasana-vepitāḥ

prīṇanaṁ jīvanaṁ hy asya
mumucuḥ karuṇā iva

Synonyms
taḍit-vantaḥ — displaying lightning; mahā-meghāḥ — the great clouds; caṇḍa — 
fierce; śvasana — by the wind; vepitāḥ — shaken; prīṇanam — the gratification; 
jīvanam — their life (their water); hi — indeed; asya — of this world; mumucuḥ — 
they released; karuṇāḥ — merciful personalities; iva — just as.

Translation
Flashing with lightning, great clouds were shaken and swept about by fierce 
winds. Just like merciful persons, the clouds gave their lives for the pleasure 
of this world.

Purport
Just as great, compassionate personalities sometimes give their lives or wealth for 
the happiness of society, the rain clouds poured down their rain upon the parched 
earth. Although the clouds were thus dissipated, they freely provided rainfall for the 
happiness of the earth.

In Kṛṣṇa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Śrīla Prabhupāda comments as follows 
on this verse: “During the rainy season, there are strong winds blustering all over the
country and carrying clouds from one place to another to distribute water. When 
water is urgently needed after the summer season, the clouds are just like a rich man
who, in times of need, distributes his money even by exhausting his whole treasury. 
So the clouds exhaust themselves by distributing water all over the surface of the 
globe.

“When Mahārāja Daśaratha, the father of Lord Rāmacandra, used to fight with his 
enemies, it was said that he approached them just like a farmer uprooting 
unnecessary plants and trees. And when there was need of giving charity, he used to 
distribute money exactly as the cloud distributes rain. The distribution of rain by 
clouds is so sumptuous that it is compared to the distribution of wealth by a great, 
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munificent person. The clouds' downpour is so sufficient that the rains even fall on 
rocks and hills and on the oceans and seas where there is no need for water. It is like
a charitable person who opens his treasury for distribution and who does not 
discriminate whether the charity is needed or not. He gives in charity 
openhandedly.”

Metaphorically speaking, the lightning in rain clouds is the light by which they see 
the distressed condition of the earth, and the blowing winds are their heavy 
breathing, such as that found in a distressed person. Distressed to see the condition 
of the earth, the clouds tremble in the wind like a compassionate person. Thus they 
pour down their rain.

ŚB 10.20.7
तपे:      क" शु� दू�वाम्�ढा� आस�द् वाषु~योस� म्-� ।
 योV�वा क�म्योतपेसस्तन�:     सम्प्रा�प्यो तत्फूलोम्( ॥ ७ ॥

tapaḥ-kṛśā deva-mīḍhā
āsīd varṣīyasī mahī

yathaiva kāmya-tapasas
tanuḥ samprāpya tat-phalam

Synonyms
tapaḥ-kṛśā — emaciated by the summer heat; deva-mīḍhā — mercifully sprinkled by 
the god of rain; āsīt — became; varṣīyasī — fully nourished; mahī — the earth; yathā 
eva — just as; kāmya — based on sense gratification; tapasaḥ — of one whose 
austerities; tanuḥ — the body; samprāpya — after obtaining; tat — of those austere 
practices; phalam — the fruit.

Translation
The earth had been emaciated by the summer heat, but she became fully 
nourished again when moistened by the god of rain. Thus the earth was like a 
person whose body has been emaciated by austerities undergone for a material
purpose, but who again becomes fully nourished when he achieves the fruit of 
those austerities.

Purport
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In Kṛṣṇa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Śrīla Prabhupāda comments on this 
verse as follows: “Before the rainfall, the whole surface of the globe becomes almost 
depleted of all kinds of energies and appears very lean. After the rainfall, the whole 
surface of the earth becomes green with vegetation and appears very healthy and 
strong. Here a comparison is made to the person undergoing austerities for 
fulfillment of a material desire. The flourishing condition of the earth after a rainy 
season is compared to the fulfillment of material desires. Sometimes, when a country
is subjugated by an undesirable government, persons and parties undergo severe 
penances and austerities to get control of the government, and when they attain 
control they flourish by giving themselves generous salaries. This also is like the 
flourishing of the earth in the rainy season. Actually, one should undergo severe 
austerities and penances only to achieve spiritual happiness. In the Śrīmad-
Bhāgavatam it is recommended that tapasya, or austerity, should be accepted for 
realizing the Supreme Lord. By accepting austerity in devotional service, one regains
his spiritual life, and as soon as one regains his spiritual life, he enjoys unlimited 
spiritual bliss. But if someone undertakes austerities and penances for some material 
gain, it is stated in the Bhagavad-gītā that the results are temporary and are desired 
only by persons of less intelligence.”

ŚB 10.20.8
    विनशु�म्�खु�षु� खुद्यो�त�स्तम्स� भे�च्छिन्त न ग्र-�: ।

     योV� पे�पे�न पे�षुण्डा� न वि- वा�दू�:     कलोT यो�गो� ॥ ८ ॥
niśā-mukheṣu khadyotās
tamasā bhānti na grahāḥ
yathā pāpena pāṣaṇḍā
na hi vedāḥ kalau yuge

Synonyms
niśā-mukheṣu — during the moments of evening twilight; khadyotāḥ — the 
glowworms; tamasā — because of the darkness; bhānti — shine; na — not; grahāḥ — 
the planets; yathā — as; pāpena — because of sinful activities; pāṣaṇḍāḥ — atheistic 
doctrines; na — and not; hi — certainly; vedāḥ — the Vedas; kalau yuge — in the Age
of Kali.
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Translation
In the evening twilight during the rainy season, the darkness allowed the 
glowworms but not the stars to shine forth, just as in the Age of Kali the 
predominance of sinful activities allows atheistic doctrines to overshadow the 
true knowledge of the Vedas.

Purport
Śrīla Prabhupāda comments as follows: “During the rainy season, in the evening 
there are many glowworms visible about the tops of trees, hither and thither, and 
they glitter just like lights. But the luminaries of the sky — the stars and the moon 
— are not visible. Similarly, in the Age of Kali, persons who are atheists or 
miscreants become very prominently visible, whereas persons who are actually 
following the Vedic principles for spiritual emancipation are practically obscured. 
This age, Kali-yuga, is compared to the cloudy season of the living entities. In this 
age, real knowledge is covered by the influence of the material advancement of 
civilization. The cheap mental speculators, atheists and manufacturers of so-called 
religious principles become prominent like the glowworms, whereas persons strictly 
following the Vedic principles or scriptural injunctions become covered by the 
clouds of this age. People should learn to take advantage of the actual luminaries of 
the sky — the sun, moon and stars — instead of the glowworms’ light. Actually, the 
glowworms cannot give any light in the darkness of night. As clouds sometimes 
clear, even in the rainy season, and sometimes the moon, stars and sun become 
visible, so even in this Kali-yuga there are sometimes advantages. The Vedic 
movement of Lord Caitanya — the distribution of the chanting of the Hare Kṛṣṇa 
mantra — is understood in this way. People seriously eager to find real light should 
take advantage of this movement instead of looking toward the light of mental 
speculators and atheists.”

ŚB 10.20.9
  श्री�त्वा� पेजाAन्योविननदू� म्ण्डा�क�: सस"जा�र्विगोर: ।

 त�ष्णी4 शुयो�न�:      प्रा�गो( योद्वद्ब्र�ह्मेणी� विनयोम्�त्योयो� ॥ ९ ॥
śrutvā parjanya-ninadaṁ
maṇḍukāḥ sasṛjur giraḥ
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tūṣṇīṁ śayānāḥ prāg yadvad
brāhmaṇā niyamātyaye

Synonyms
śrutvā — hearing; parjanya — of the rain clouds; ninadam — the resounding; 
maṇḍukāḥ — the frogs; sasṛjuḥ — emitted; giraḥ — their sounds; tūṣṇīm — silently; 
śayānāḥ — lying; prāk — previously; yadvat — just as; brāhmaṇāḥ — brāhmaṇa 
students; niyama-atyaye — after finishing their morning duties.

Translation
The frogs, who had all along been lying silent, suddenly began croaking when 
they heard the rumbling of the rain clouds, in the same way that brāhmaṇa 
students, who perform their morning duties in silence begin reciting their 
lessons when called by their teacher.

Purport
Śrīla Prabhupāda comments: “After the first rainfall, when there is a thundering 
sound in the clouds, all the frogs begin to croak, like students suddenly engaged in 
reading their studies. Students are generally supposed to rise early in the morning. 
They do not usually arise of their own accord, however, but only when there is a 
bell sounded in the temple or other spiritual institution. By the order of the spiritual 
master they immediately rise, and after finishing their morning duties they sit down 
to study the Vedas or chant Vedic mantras. Everyone is sleeping in the darkness of 
Kali-yuga, but when there is a great ācārya, by his calling only everyone takes to the
study of the Vedas to acquire actual knowledge.”

ŚB 10.20.10
आसन्नै�त्पेVगो�विम्न्यो: क्ष�द्रनद्यो�ऽन�शु�ष्योत�: ।

  पे��स� योV�स्वातन्त्रस्यो दू�-द्रविवाणीसम्पेदू:   ॥ १० ॥
āsann utpatha-gāminyaḥ
kṣudra-nadyo  ’nuśuṣyatīḥ
puṁso yathāsvatantrasya
deha-draviṇa-sampadaḥ
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Synonyms
āsan — they became; utpatha-gāminyaḥ — strayed from their courses; kṣudra — 
insignificant; nadyaḥ — the rivers; anuśuṣyatīḥ — drying up; puṁsaḥ — of a person; 
yathā — as; asvatantrasya — who is not independent (that is, who is under the 
control of his senses); deha — the body; draviṇa — physical property; sampadaḥ — 
and riches.

Translation
With the advent of the rainy season, the insignificant streams, which had 
become dry, began to swell and then strayed from their proper courses, like 
the body, property and money of a man controlled by the urges of his senses.

Purport
Śrīla Prabhupāda comments: “During the rainy season, many small ponds, lakes and 
rivulets become filled with water; otherwise the rest of the year they remain dry. 
Similarly, materialistic persons are dry, but sometimes, when they are in a so-called 
opulent position, with a home or children or a little bank balance, they appear to be 
flourishing, but immediately afterwards they become dry again, like the small 
rivulets and ponds. The poet Vidyāpati said that in the society of friends, family, 
children, wife, etc., there is certainly some pleasure, but that pleasure is compared 
to a drop of water in the desert. Everyone is hankering after happiness, just as in the
desert everyone is hankering after water. If in the desert there is a drop of water, it 
may of course be said that the water is there, but the benefit from that drop of water
is very insignificant. In our materialistic way of life, which is just like a desert, we 
are hankering after an ocean of happiness, but in the form of society, friends and 
mundane love we are getting no more than a drop of water. Our satisfaction is never
achieved, as the small rivulets, lakes and ponds are never filled with water in the dry
season.”

ŚB 10.20.11
 -रिरत� -रिरथिभे:   शुष्पे�रिरन्द्रगो�पे�श्च लो�वि-त� ।

      उच्छि<=लो�न्ध्रक" त<=�यो� न"णी�� श्री�रिरवा भे�रभे�त( ॥ ११ ॥
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haritā haribhiḥ śaṣpair
indragopaiś ca lohitā

ucchilīndhra-kṛta-cchāyā
nṛṇāṁ śrīr iva bhūr abhūt

Synonyms
haritāḥ — greenish; haribhiḥ — which is green; śaṣpaiḥ — because of the newly 
grown grass; indragopaiḥ — because of the indragopa insects; ca — and; lohitā — 
reddish; ucchilīndhra — by the mushrooms; kṛta — afforded; chāyā — shelter; nṛṇām 
— of men; śrīḥ — the opulence; iva — just as; bhūḥ — the earth; abhūt — became.

Translation
The newly grown grass made the earth emerald green, the indragopa insects 
added a reddish hue, and white mushrooms added further color and circles of 
shade. Thus the earth appeared like a person who has suddenly become rich.

Purport
Śrīla Śrīdhara Svāmī comments that the word nṛṇām indicates men of the royal 
order. Thus the colorful display of dark green fields decorated with bright red insects
and white mushroom umbrellas can be compared to a royal parade displaying the 
military strength of a king.

ŚB 10.20.12
 क्ष�त्र�थिणी शुष्योसम्पेविद्भुR:   कषुAक�णी�� म्�दू� दूदू�: ।

     म्�विनन�म्न�त�पे� वा� दू�वा�ध�नम्जा�नत�म्( ॥ १२ ॥
kṣetrāṇi śaṣya-sampadbhiḥ
karṣakāṇāṁ mudaṁ daduḥ

māninām anutāpaṁ vai
daivādhīnam ajānatām

Synonyms
kṣetrāṇi — the fields; śaṣya-sampadbhiḥ — with their wealth of grains; karṣakāṇām —
to the farmers; mudam — joy; daduḥ — gave; māninām — to others who are falsely 
proud; anutāpam — remorse; vai — indeed; daiva-adhīnam — the control of destiny; 
ajānatām — not understanding.
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Translation
With their wealth of grains, the fields gave joy to the farmers. But those fields 
created remorse in the hearts of those who were too proud to engage in 
farming and who failed to understand how everything is under the control of 
the Supreme.

Purport
It is common for people living in large cities to become miserable and disgusted 
when there is ample rainfall. They do not understand or have forgotten that the rain 
is nourishing the crops they will eat. Although they certainly enjoy eating, they do 
not appreciate that with the rain the Supreme Lord is feeding not only human beings
but also plants, animals and the earth itself.

Modern, sophisticated people often look down their noses at those engaged in 
agricultural work. In fact, in American slang, a simple, unintelligent person is 
sometimes called “a farmer.” There are also government agencies that restrict 
agricultural production because certain capitalists fear the effect on market prices. 
Because of various artificial and manipulative practices in modern governments, we 
find widespread food shortages throughout the world — even in the United States, 
among the poverty-stricken — and at the same time we find the governments paying
farmers not to plant crops. Sometimes these governments throw huge amounts of 
food into the ocean. Thus the administration of the arrogant and ignorant, those who
are too proud to obey the laws of God or too ignorant to recognize them, will always
cause frustration among the people, whereas a God conscious government will 
provide abundance and happiness for all.

ŚB 10.20.13
जालोस्VलोTकस:   सवाB नवावा�रिरविनषु�वायो� ।

       अविबभ्रन( रुचिचर� रूपे� योV� -रिरविनषु�वायो� ॥ १३ ॥
jala-sthalaukasaḥ sarve

nava-vāri-niṣevayā
abibhran ruciraṁ rūpaṁ

yathā hari-niṣevayā



SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 19-20 Page 27 / 56

Synonyms
jala — of the water; sthala — and the land; okasaḥ — the residents; sarve — all; nava
— new; vāri — of the water; niṣevayā — by taking recourse; abibhran — they took 
on; ruciram — attractive; rūpam — form; yathā — just as; hari-niṣevayā — by 
rendering devotional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Translation
As all creatures of the land and water took advantage of the newly fallen 
rainwater, their forms became attractive and pleasing, just as a devotee 
becomes beautiful by engaging in the service of the Supreme Lord.

Purport
Śrīla Prabhupāda comments as follows: “We have practical experience of this with 
our students in the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. Before becoming
students, they were dirty-looking, although they had naturally beautiful personal 
features; but due to having no information of Kṛṣṇa consciousness they appeared 
very dirty and wretched. Since they have taken to Kṛṣṇa consciousness, their health 
has improved, and by their following the rules and regulations their bodily luster has
increased. When they are dressed with saffron-colored cloth, with tilaka on their 
foreheads and beads in their hands and on their necks, they look exactly as if they 
have come directly from Vaikuṇṭha.”

ŚB 10.20.14
सरिरविद्भुR: सङ्गत:   सिसन्ध�श्च�क्ष�भे श्वसन�र्विम्म्�न( ।

      अपेक्Rवायो�विगोनचिश्चत्तं� क�म्�क्ते� गो�णीयो�गो( योV� ॥ १४ ॥
saridbhiḥ saṅgataḥ sindhuś
cukṣobha śvasanormimān

apakva-yoginaś cittaṁ
kāmāktaṁ guṇa-yug yathā

Synonyms
saridbhiḥ — with the rivers; saṅgataḥ — on account of meeting; sindhuḥ — the ocean;
cukṣobha — became agitated; śvasana — blown by the wind; ūrmi-mān — having 
waves; apakva — immature; yoginaḥ — of a yogī; cittam — the mind; kāma-aktam — 
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tainted with lust; guṇa-yuk — maintaining connection with objects of sense 
gratification; yathā — just as.

Translation
Where the rivers joined the ocean it became agitated, its waves blown about 
by the wind, just as the mind of an immature yogī becomes agitated because 
he is still tainted by lust and attached to the objects of sense gratification.

ŚB 10.20.15
   विगोरयो� वाषुAध�र�थिभे-Aन्योम्�न� न विवाव्योV�: ।

 अथिभेभे�योम्�न� व्योसन�योAV�ध�क्षजाच�तस:   ॥ १५ ॥
girayo varṣa-dhārābhir

hanyamānā na vivyathuḥ
abhibhūyamānā vyasanair

yathādhokṣaja-cetasaḥ

Synonyms
girayaḥ — the mountains; varṣa-dhārābhiḥ — by the rain-bearing clouds; 
hanyamānāḥ — being struck; na vivyathuḥ — did not shake; abhibhūyamānāḥ — 
being attacked; vyasanaiḥ — by dangers; yathā — as; adhokṣaja-cetasaḥ — those 
whose minds are absorbed in the Supreme Lord.

Translation
Just as devotees whose minds are absorbed in the Personality of Godhead 
remain peaceful even when attacked by all sorts of dangers, the mountains in 
the rainy season were not at all disturbed by the repeated striking of the rain-
bearing clouds.

Purport
When splashed by torrents of rain, the mountains are not shaken; rather, they are 
cleansed of dirt and become resplendent and beautiful. Similarly, an advanced 
devotee of the Supreme Lord is not shaken from his devotional program by 
disturbing conditions, which instead cleanse his heart of the dust of attachment to 
this world. Thus the devotee becomes beautiful and resplendent by tolerating 
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difficult conditions. In fact, a devotee accepts all reverses in life as the mercy of Lord
Kṛṣṇa, realizing that all suffering is due to the sufferer’s own previous misdeeds.

ŚB 10.20.16
 म्�गो�A बभे�वा�:  सच्छिन्दूग्धस्त"णी�श्=न्नै� ह्यस�स्क" त�: ।

न�भ्योस्योम्�न�:  श्री�तयो� विद्वजा�:  क�लो�न च�-त�:   ॥ १६ ॥
mārgā babhūvuḥ sandigdhās
tṛṇaiś channā hy asaṁskṛtāḥ

nābhyasyamānāḥ śrutayo
dvijaiḥ kālena cāhatāḥ

Synonyms
mārgāḥ — the roads; babhūvuḥ — became; sandigdhāḥ — obscured; tṛṇaiḥ — by 
grass; channāḥ — covered over; hi — indeed; asaṁskṛtāḥ — not cleansed; na 
abhyasyamānāḥ — not being studied; śrutayaḥ — the scriptures; dvijaiḥ — by the 
brāhmaṇas; kālena — by the effects of time; ca — and; āhatāḥ — corrupted.

Translation
During the rainy season the roads, not being cleansed, became covered with 
grass and debris and were thus difficult to make out. These roads were like 
religious scriptures that brāhmaṇas no longer study and that thus become 
corrupted and covered over with the passage of time.

ŚB 10.20.17
  लो�कबन्ध�षु� म्�घ�षु� विवाद्यो�तश्चलोसTहृदू�: ।

  स्V�योH न चक्री� : क�विम्न्यो:     पे�रुषु�षु� गो�थिणीच्छिष्वावा ॥ १७ ॥
loka-bandhuṣu megheṣu
vidyutaś cala-sauhṛdāḥ

sthairyaṁ na cakruḥ kāminyaḥ
puruṣeṣu guṇiṣv iva

Synonyms
loka — of all the world; bandhuṣu — who are the friends; megheṣu — among the 
clouds; vidyutaḥ — the lightning; cala-sauhṛdāḥ — fickle in their friendship; 
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sthairyam — steadiness; na cakruḥ — did not maintain; kāminyaḥ — lusty women; 
puruṣeṣu — among men; guṇiṣu — who are virtuous; iva — as.

Translation
Though the clouds are the well-wishing friends of all living beings, the 
lightning, fickle in its affinities, moved from one group of clouds to another, 
like lusty women unfaithful even to virtuous men.

Purport
Śrīla Prabhupāda comments: “During the rainy season, lightning appears in one 
group of clouds and then immediately in another group of clouds. This phenomenon 
is compared to a lusty woman who does not fix her mind on one man. A cloud is 
compared to a qualified person because it pours rain and gives sustenance to many 
people; a man who is qualified similarly gives sustenance to many living creatures, 
such as family members or many workers in business. Unfortunately, his whole life 
can be disturbed by a wife who divorces him; when the husband is disturbed, the 
whole family is ruined, the children are dispersed or the business is closed, and 
everything is affected. It is therefore recommended that a woman desiring to 
advance in Kṛṣṇa consciousness peacefully live with a husband and that the couple 
not separate under any condition. The husband and wife should control sex 
indulgence and concentrate their minds on Kṛṣṇa consciousness so their life may be 
successful. After all, in the material world a man requires a woman and a woman 
requires a man. When they are combined, they should live peacefully in Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness and should not be restless like the lightning, flashing from one group 
of clouds to another.”

ŚB 10.20.18
     धन�र्विवायोचित म्�-�न्द्र� विनगो�Aणी� च गो�थिणीन्योभे�त( ।

      व्योक्ते� गो�णीव्योचितकर�ऽगो�णीवा�न( पे�रुषु� योV� ॥ १८ ॥
dhanur viyati māhendraṁ
nirguṇaṁ ca guṇiny abhāt

vyakte guṇa-vyatikare
’guṇavān puruṣo yathā
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Synonyms
dhanuḥ — the bow (rainbow); viyati — within the sky; māhā-indram — of Lord Indra;
nirguṇam — without qualities (or without a bowstring); ca — although; guṇini — 
within the sky, which has definite qualities like sound; abhāt — appeared; vyakte — 
within the manifest material nature; guṇa-vyatikare — which consists of the 
interactions of material qualities; aguṇa-vān — He who has no contact with material 
qualities; puruṣaḥ — the Supreme Personality; yathā — just as.

Translation
When the curved bow of Indra [the rainbow] appeared in the sky, which had 
the quality of thundering sound, it was unlike ordinary bows because it did 
not rest upon a string. Similarly, when the Supreme Lord appears in this 
world, which is the interaction of the material qualities, He is unlike ordinary 
persons because He remains free from all material qualities and independent 
of all material conditions.

Purport
Śrīla Prabhupāda comments as follows: “Sometimes, in addition to the roaring 
thunder of the clouds, there is an appearance of a rainbow, which stands as a bow 
without a string. Actually, a bow is in the curved position because it is tied at its two
ends by the bowstring; but in the rainbow there is no such string, and yet it rests in 
the sky so beautifully. Similarly, when the Supreme Personality of Godhead descends
to this material world, He appears just like an ordinary human being, but He is not 
resting on any material condition. In the Bhagavad-gītā, the Lord says that He 
appears by His internal potency, which is free from the bondage of the external 
potency. What is bondage for the ordinary creature is freedom for the Personality of 
Godhead.”

ŚB 10.20.19
 न रर�जा�डा�पेश्=न्नै: स्वाज्यो�त्स्Rन�र�सिजात�घAन�: ।

       अ-�म्त्यो� भे�सिसतयो� स्वाभे�स� पे�रुषु� योV� ॥ १९ ॥
na rarājoḍupaś channaḥ

sva-jyotsnā-rājitair ghanaiḥ
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ahaṁ-matyā bhāsitayā
sva-bhāsā puruṣo yathā

Synonyms
na rarāja — did not shine forth; uḍupaḥ — the moon; channaḥ — covered; sva-
jyotsnā — by its own light; rājitaiḥ — which are illuminated; ghanaiḥ — by the 
clouds; aham-matyā — by false ego; bhāsitayā — which is illuminated; sva-bhāsā — 
by his own luster; puruṣaḥ — the living entity; yathā — as.

Translation
During the rainy season the moon was prevented from appearing directly by 
the covering of the clouds, which were themselves illumined by the moon’s 
rays. Similarly, the living being in material existence is prevented from 
appearing directly by the covering of the false ego, which is itself illumined by
the consciousness of the pure soul.

Purport
The analogy given here is excellent. During the rainy season we cannot see the moon
in the sky, because the moon is covered by clouds. These clouds, however, are 
radiant with the glow of the moon’s own rays. Similarly, in our conditioned, 
material existence we cannot directly perceive the soul, because our consciousness is
covered by the false ego, which is the false identification with the material world 
and the material body. Yet it is the soul’s own consciousness that illumines the false 
ego.

As the Gītā describes, the energy of the soul is consciousness, and when this 
consciousness manifests through the screen of false ego, it appears as dull, material 
consciousness, in which there is no direct vision of the soul or God. In the material 
world, even great philosophers ultimately resort to hazy ambiguities when speaking 
about the Absolute Truth, just as the cloudy sky manifests only in a dull and indirect
way the iridescent light of the moon.

In material life, our false ego is often enthusiastic, hopeful and apparently aware of 
various material affairs, and such consciousness encourages us to push on in 
material existence. But in truth we are merely experiencing the dull reflection of our
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original, pure consciousness, which is Kṛṣṇa consciousness — direct perception of 
the soul and God. Not realizing that the false ego merely hampers and dulls our real,
spiritual consciousness, which is fully enlightened and blissful, we mistakenly think 
that material consciousness is full of knowledge and happiness. This is comparable 
to thinking that the luminous clouds are lighting up the night sky, while in fact it is 
the moonshine that illumines the sky, and the clouds that merely dull and hamper 
the moonshine. The clouds appear luminous because they are filtering and impeding 
the brilliant rays of the moon. Similarly, at times material consciousness appears 
pleasurable or enlightened because it is screening or filtering the original, blissful 
and enlightened consciousness coming directly from the soul. If we can understand 
the ingenious analogy given in this verse, we can easily advance in Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness.

ŚB 10.20.20
 म्�घ�गोम्�त्सवा� हृष्टा�: प्रात्योनन्दूच्छि�=खुच्छिण्डान: ।

     गो"-�षु� तप्तविनर्विवाण्णी� योV�<यो�तजान�गोम्� ॥ २० ॥
meghāgamotsavā hṛṣṭāḥ

pratyanandañ chikhaṇḍinaḥ
gṛheṣu tapta-nirviṇṇā
yathācyuta-janāgame

Synonyms
megha — of clouds; āgama — because of the arrival; utsavāḥ — who celebrate a 
festival; hṛṣṭāḥ — becoming joyful; pratyanandan — they cried out in greeting; 
śikhaṇḍinaḥ — the peacocks; gṛheṣu — within their homes; tapta — those who are 
distressed; nirviṇṇāḥ — and then become happy; yathā — just as; acyuta — of the 
infallible Personality of Godhead; jana — of the devotees; āgame — upon the arrival.

Translation
The peacocks became festive and cried out a joyful greeting when they saw the
clouds arrive, just as people distressed in household life feel pleasure when 
the pure devotees of the infallible Supreme Lord visit them.

Purport
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After the dry summer season, the peacocks become jubilant with the arrival of the 
first thundering rain clouds, and thus they dance in great happiness. Śrīla 
Prabhupāda comments, “We have practical experience of this: many of our students 
were dry and morose previous to their coming to Kṛṣṇa consciousness, but having 
come into contact with devotees they are now dancing like jubilant peacocks.”

ŚB 10.20.21
पे�त्वा�पे: पे�दूपे�: पेविद्भुRर�सन्नै�न�त्म्म्�तAयो: ।

       प्रा�क( क्ष�म्�स्तपेस� श्री�न्त� योV� क�म्�न�स�वायो� ॥ २१ ॥
pītvāpaḥ pādapāḥ padbhir
āsan nānātma-mūrtayaḥ

prāk kṣāmās tapasā śrāntā
yathā kāmānusevayā

Synonyms
pītvā — having drunk; āpaḥ — water; pāda-pāḥ — the trees; padbhiḥ — with their 
feet; āsan — assumed; nānā — various; ātma-mūrtayaḥ — bodily features; prāk — 
previously; kṣāmāḥ — emaciated; tapasā — by austerities; śrāntāḥ — fatigued; yathā 
— as; kāma-anusevayā — by enjoying acquired desired objects.

Translation
The trees had grown thin and dry, but after they drank the newly fallen 
rainwater through their feet, their various bodily features blossomed. 
Similarly, one whose body has grown thin and weak from austerity again 
exhibits his healthy bodily features upon enjoying the material objects gained 
through that austerity.

Purport
The word pāda means foot, and pā means drinking. Trees are called pādapa because 
they drink through their roots, which are likened to feet. Upon drinking the newly 
fallen rainwater, the trees in Vṛndāvana began to manifest new leaves, sprouts and 
blossoms, and they thus enjoyed new growth. Similarly, materialistic persons often 
perform severe austerities to acquire the object of their desire. For example, 
politicians in America undergo grueling austerities while traveling about the 
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countryside campaigning for election. Businessmen also will often deny personal 
comfort to make their business successful. Such austere persons, upon acquiring the 
fruits of their austerity, again become healthy and satisfied, like trees eagerly 
drinking rainwater after enduring the austerity of a dry, hot summer.

ŚB 10.20.22
सर:स्वाशु�न्तर�ध:   स� न्यो�षु�रङ्ग�विपे स�रस�: ।

   गो"-�ष्वाशु�न्तक" त्यो�षु� ग्र�म्यो� इवा दू�र�शुयो�:   ॥ २२ ॥
saraḥsv aśānta-rodhaḥsu
nyūṣur aṅgāpi sārasāḥ
gṛheṣv aśānta-kṛtyeṣu
grāmyā iva durāśayāḥ

Synonyms
saraḥsu — upon the lakes; aśānta — disturbed; rodhaḥsu — whose banks; nyūṣuḥ — 
continued to dwell; aṅga — my dear King; api — indeed; sārasāḥ — the cranes; 
gṛheṣu — in their homes; aśānta — feverish; kṛtyeṣu — where activities are 
performed; grāmyāḥ — materialistic men; iva — indeed; durāśayāḥ — whose minds 
are contaminated.

Translation
The cranes continued dwelling on the shores of the lakes, although the shores 
were agitated during the rainy season, just as materialistic persons with 
contaminated minds always remain at home, despite the many disturbances 
there.

Purport
During the rainy season there are often mud slides around the shores of lakes, and 
thorny bushes, stones and other debris sometimes accumulate there. Despite all 
these inconveniences, ducks and cranes continue meandering around the lakeshores. 
Similarly, innumerable painful occurrences are always disturbing family life, but a 
materialistic man never even considers leaving his family in the hands of his grown 
sons and going away for spiritual improvement. He regards such an idea as shocking
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and uncivilized, because he is completely ignorant of the Absolute Truth and his 
relationship to that Truth.

ŚB 10.20.23
   जालोTघ�र्विनरथिभेद्योन्त स�तवा� वाषुAत�श्वर� ।

पे�षुच्छिण्डान�म्सद्व�दू�वाBदूम्�गो�A:     कलोT योV� ॥ २३ ॥
jalaughair nirabhidyanta

setavo varṣatīśvare
pāṣaṇḍinām asad-vādair
veda-mārgāḥ kalau yathā

Synonyms
jala-oghaiḥ — by the floodwater; nirabhidyanta — became broken; setavaḥ — the 
dikes; varṣati — when he is showering rain; īśvare — Lord Indra; pāṣaṇḍinām — of 
the atheists; asat-vādaiḥ — by the false theories; veda-mārgāḥ — the paths of the 
Vedas; kalau — in the Kali-yuga; yathā — as.

Translation
When Indra sent forth his rains, the floodwaters broke through the irrigation 
dikes in the agricultural fields, just as in the Kali-yuga the atheists’ false 
theories break down the boundaries of Vedic injunctions.

ŚB 10.20.24
   व्योम्�ञ्चन( वा�यो�थिभेन�Aन्नै� भे�त�भ्योश्च�म्"त� घन�: ।

 योV�थिशुषु� विवाश्पेतयो:   क�लो� क�लो� विद्वजा�रिरत�:   ॥ २४ ॥
vyamuñcan vāyubhir nunnā
bhūtebhyaś cāmṛtaṁ ghanāḥ

yathāśiṣo viś-patayaḥ
kāle kāle dvijeritāḥ

Synonyms
vyamuñcan — they released; vāyubhiḥ — by the winds; nunnāḥ — impelled; 
bhūtebhyaḥ — to all living beings; ca — and; amṛtam — their nectarean water; 
ghanāḥ — the clouds; yathā — as; āśiṣaḥ — charitable benedictions; viṭ-patayaḥ — 
kings; kāle kāle — from time to time; dvija — by the brāhmaṇas; īritāḥ — encouraged.
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Translation
The clouds, impelled by the winds, released their nectarean water for the 
benefit of all living beings, just as kings, instructed by their brāhmaṇa priests, 
dispense charity to the citizens.

Purport
Śrīla Prabhupāda comments: “In the rainy season, the clouds, tossed by the wind, 
deliver water, which is welcomed like nectar. When the Vedic followers, the 
brāhmaṇas, inspire rich men like kings and the wealthy mercantile community to 
give charity in the performance of great sacrifices, the distribution of such wealth is 
also nectarean. The four sections of human society, namely the brāhmaṇas, the 
kṣatriyas, the vaiśyas and the śūdras, are meant to live peacefully in a cooperative 
mood; this is possible when they are guided by expert Vedic brāhmaṇas who perform
sacrifices and distribute wealth equally.”

ŚB 10.20.25
     एवा� वान� तद् वार्विषुष्ठ� पेक्Rवाखुजा�Aरजाम्ब�म्त( ।

  गो�गो�पे�लो�वा"Aत� रन्त�� सबलो: प्रा�विवाशुद्धारिर:   ॥ २५ ॥
evaṁ vanaṁ tad varṣiṣṭhaṁ
pakva-kharjura-jambumat
go-gopālair vṛto rantuṁ
sa-balaḥ prāviśad dhariḥ

Synonyms
evam — thus; vanam — forest; tat — that; varṣiṣṭham — most resplendent; pakva — 
ripe; kharjura — dates; jambu — and jambu fruits; mat — having; go — by the cows; 
gopālaiḥ — and the cowherd boys; vṛtaḥ — surrounded; rantum — with the purpose 
of playing; sa-balaḥ — accompanied by Lord Balarāma; prāviśat — He entered; hariḥ 
— Lord Kṛṣṇa.

Translation
When the Vṛndāvana forest had thus become resplendent, filled with ripe 
dates and jambu fruits, Lord Kṛṣṇa, surrounded by His cows and cowherd 
boyfriends and accompanied by Śrī Balarāma, entered that forest to enjoy.
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ŚB 10.20.26
    ध�नवा� म्न्दूगो�विम्न्यो ऊध�भे�र�णी भे�योस� ।

   योयो�भेAगोवात�-�त� द्र�त� प्रा�त्यो� स्Rन�तस्तन�:   ॥ २६ ॥
dhenavo manda-gāminya
ūdho-bhāreṇa bhūyasā
yayur bhagavatāhūtā

drutaṁ prītyā snuta-stanāḥ

Synonyms
dhenavaḥ — the cows; manda-gāminyaḥ — moving slowly; ūdhaḥ — of their udders; 
bhāreṇa — because of the weight; bhūyasā — very great; yayuḥ — they went; 
bhagavatā — by the Lord; āhūtāḥ — being called; drutam — quickly; prītyā — out of 
affection; snuta — wet; stanāḥ — their udders.

Translation
The cows had to move slowly because of their weighty milk bags, but they 
quickly ran to the Supreme Personality of Godhead as soon as He called them, 
their affection for Him causing their udders to become wet.

Purport
Śrīla Prabhupāda comments, “The cows, being fed by new grasses, became very 
healthy, and their milk bags were all very full. When Lord Kṛṣṇa called them by 
name, they immediately came to Him out of affection, and in their joyful condition 
the milk flowed from their bags.”

ŚB 10.20.27
वानTकस:  प्राम्�विदूत� वानर�जा�म्Aध�<यो�त: ।

   जालोध�र� विगोर�न�Aदू�दू�सन्नै� दूदूR"शु� गो�-�:   ॥ २७ ॥
vanaukasaḥ pramuditā

vana-rājīr madhu-cyutaḥ
jala-dhārā girer nādād
āsannā dadṛśe guhāḥ
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Synonyms
vana-okasaḥ — the aborigine girls of the forest; pramuditāḥ — joyful; vana-rājīḥ — 
the trees of the forest; madhu-cyutaḥ — dripping sweet sap; jala-dhārāḥ — waterfalls;
gireḥ — on the mountains; nādāt — from their resounding; āsannāḥ — nearby; 
dadṛśe — He observed; guhāḥ — caves.

Translation
The Lord saw the joyful aborigine girls of the forest, the trees dripping sweet 
sap, and the mountain waterfalls, whose resounding indicated that there were 
caves nearby.

ŚB 10.20.28
    क्Rवाचिचद् वानस्पेचितक्री�डा� गो�-�यो�� च�थिभेवाषुAचित ।

   विनर्विवाश्यो भेगोवा�न( र�म्� कन्दूम्�लोफूलो�शुन:   ॥ २८ ॥
kvacid vanaspati-kroḍe
guhāyāṁ cābhivarṣati

nirviśya bhagavān reme
kanda-mūla-phalāśanaḥ

Synonyms
kvacit — sometimes; vanaspati — of a tree; kroḍe — in the hollow; guhāyām — in a 
cave; ca — or; abhivarṣati — when it was raining; nirviśya — entering; bhagavān — 
the Supreme Lord; reme — enjoyed; kanda-mūla — roots; phala — and fruits; aśanaḥ 
— eating.

Translation
When it rained, the Lord would sometimes enter a cave or the hollow of a tree 
to play and to eat roots and fruits.

Purport
Śrīla Sanātana Gosvāmī explains that during the rainy season bulbs and roots are 
very tender and palatable, and Lord Kṛṣṇa would eat them along with wild fruits 
found in the forest. Lord Kṛṣṇa and His young boyfriends would sit in the hollow of 
a tree or within a cave and enjoy pastimes while waiting for the rain to stop.
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ŚB 10.20.29
    दूध्यो�दून� सम्�न�त� थिशुलो�यो�� सलिलोलो�च्छिन्तक� ।

 सम्भे�जान�यो�ब�Aभे�जा� गो�पे�: स@षुAणी�च्छिन्वात:   ॥ २९ ॥
dadhy-odanaṁ samānītaṁ

śilāyāṁ salilāntike
sambhojanīyair bubhuje
gopaiḥ saṅkarṣaṇānvitaḥ

Synonyms
dadhi-odanam — boiled rice mixed with yogurt; samānītam — sent; śīlāyām — on a 
stone; salila-antike — near the water; sambhojanīyaiḥ — who would take meals with 
Him; bubhuje — He ate; gopaiḥ — together with the cowherd boys; saṅkarṣaṇa-
anvitaḥ — in the company of Lord Balarāma.

Translation
Lord Kṛṣṇa would take His meal of boiled rice and yogurt, sent from home, in 
the company of Lord Saṅkarṣaṇa and the cowherd boys who regularly ate with
Him. They would all sit down to eat on a large stone near the water.

ŚB 10.20.30-31
    शु�द्वलो�पेरिर स�विवाश्यो चवाAत� म्�लिलोत�क्षणी�न( ।

    त"प्त�न( वा"षु�न( वात्सतर�न( गो�श्च स्वा�ध�भेरश्रीम्�:   ॥ ३० ॥
     प्रा�वा"ट्RRथिश्रीयो� च त�� वा�क्ष्यो सवाAक�लोस�खु�वा-�म्( ।

      भेगोवा�न( पे�जायो�� चक्री� आत्म्शुक्त्यो�पेब"�वि-त�म्( ॥ ३१ ॥
śādvalopari saṁviśya
carvato mīlitekṣaṇān

tṛptān vṛṣān vatsatarān
gāś ca svodho-bhara-śramāḥ
prāvṛṭ-śriyaṁ ca tāṁ vīkṣya

sarva-kāla-sukhāvahām
bhagavān pūjayāṁ cakre
ātma-śakty-upabṛṁhitām
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Synonyms
śādvala — a grassy patch; upari — upon; saṁviśya — sitting; carvataḥ — who were 
grazing; mīlita — closed; īkṣaṇān — their eyes; tṛptān — satisfied; vṛṣān — the bulls; 
vatsatarān — the calves; gāḥ — the cows; ca — and; sva — their own; ūdhaḥ — of 
the milk bags; bhara — by the weight; śramāḥ — fatigued; prāvṛṭ — of the rainy 
season; śriyam — the opulence; ca — and; tām — that; vīkṣya — seeing; sarva-kāla —
always; sukha — pleasure; āvahām — giving; bhagavān — the Supreme Personality of
Godhead; pūjayām cakre — honored; ātma-śakti — from His internal potency; 
upabṛṁhitām — expanded.

Translation
Lord Kṛṣṇa watched the contented bulls, calves and cows sitting on the green 
grass and grazing with closed eyes, and He saw that the cows were tired from 
the burden of their heavy milk bags. Thus observing the beauty and opulence 
of Vṛndāvana’s rainy season, a perennial source of great happiness, the Lord 
offered all respect to that season, which was expanded from His own internal 
potency.

Purport
The lush beauty of the rainy season in Vṛndāvana is meant to enhance the pleasure 
pastimes of Śrī Kṛṣṇa. Thus, to set the scene for the Lord’s loving affairs, His internal
potency makes all the arrangements described in this chapter.

ŚB 10.20.32
   एवा� विनवासत�स्तच्छिस्म्न( र�म्क� शुवायो�व्रAजा� ।

     शुरत्सम्भेवाद् व्योभ्र� स्वा<=�म्ब्वापेरुषु�विनलो� ॥ ३२ ॥
evaṁ nivasatos tasmin
rāma-keśavayor vraje

śarat samabhavad vyabhrā
svacchāmbv-aparuṣānilā

Synonyms
evam — in this manner; nivasatoḥ — while the two of Them were dwelling; tasmin —
in that; rāma-keśavayoḥ — Lord Rāma and Lord Keśava; vraje — in Vṛndāvana; śarat 
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— the fall season; samabhavat — became fully manifest; vyabhrā — free from clouds 
in the sky; svaccha-ambu — in which the water was clear; aparuṣa-anilā — and the 
wind was gentle.

Translation
While Lord Rāma and Lord Keśava were thus dwelling in Vṛndāvana, the fall 
season arrived, when the sky is cloudless, the water clear and the wind gentle.

ŚB 10.20.33
    शुरदू� न�रजा�त्पेत्त्यो� न�र�थिणी प्राक" तिंत योयो�: ।

     भ्रष्टा�न�विम्वा च�त��सिस पे�नयो?गोविनषु�वायो� ॥ ३३ ॥
śaradā nīrajotpattyā

nīrāṇi prakṛtiṁ yayuḥ
bhraṣṭānām iva cetāṁsi

punar yoga-niṣevayā

Synonyms
śaradā — by the effect of the autumn season; nīraja — the lotus flowers; utpattyā — 
which regenerates; nīrāṇi — the bodies of water; prakṛtim — to their natural state (of
cleanliness); yayuḥ — returned; bhraṣṭānām — of those who are fallen; iva — just as; 
cetāṁsi — the minds; punaḥ — once again; yoga — of devotional service; niṣevayā — 
by practice.

Translation
The autumn season, which regenerated the lotus flowers, also restored the 
various bodies of water to their original purity, just as the process of 
devotional service purifies the minds of the fallen yogīs when they return to it.

ŚB 10.20.34
  व्यो�म्न�ऽब्भ्र� भे�तशु�बल्यो� भे�वा:   पे@म्पे�� म्लोम्( ।

     शुरज्ज-�र�श्रीविम्णी�� क" ष्णी� भेविक्तेयोAV�शु�भेम्( ॥ ३४ ॥
vyomno  ’bbhraṁ bhūta-śābalyaṁ

bhuvaḥ paṅkam apāṁ malam
śaraj jahārāśramiṇāṁ

kṛṣṇe bhaktir yathāśubham
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Synonyms
vyomnaḥ — in the sky; ap-bhram — the clouds; bhūta — of the animals; śābalyam — 
the crowded condition; bhuvaḥ — of the earth; paṅkam — the muddy covering; apām
— of the water; malam — the contamination; śarat — the autumn season; jahāra — 
removed; āśramiṇām — of the members of the four different spiritual orders of 
human society; kṛṣṇe — for Lord Kṛṣṇa; bhaktiḥ — devotional service; yathā — just 
as; aśubham — all inauspiciousness.

Translation
Autumn cleared the sky of clouds, let the animals get out of their crowded 
living conditions, cleaned the earth of its covering of mud, and purified the 
water of contamination, in the same way that loving service rendered to Lord 
Kṛṣṇa frees the members of the four spiritual orders from their respective 
troubles.

Purport
Every human being must perform the prescribed duties corresponding to one of the 
four spiritual orders of life. These divisions are 1) celibate student life, brahmacarya; 
2) married life, gṛhastha; 3) retired life, vānaprastha; and 4) renounced life, sannyāsa.
A brahmacārī must perform many menial duties during his student life, but as he 
becomes advanced in loving service to Kṛṣṇa, his superiors recognize his spiritual 
status and elevate him to higher duties. The innumerable obligations performed on 
behalf of wife and children constantly harass a householder, but as he becomes 
advanced in loving service to Kṛṣṇa, he is automatically elevated by the laws of 
nature to more enjoyable, spiritual occupations, and he somehow minimizes 
material duties.

Those in the vānaprastha, or retired, order of life also perform many duties, and 
these can also be replaced by ecstatic loving service to Kṛṣṇa. Similarly, renounced 
life has many natural difficulties, not the least of which is that sannyāsīs, or 
renounced men, are inclined to meditate on the impersonal aspect of the Absolute 
Truth. As stated in the Bhagavad-gītā   (12.5)  , kleśo  ’dhikataras teṣām avyaktāsakta-
cetasām: “For those whose minds are attached to the unmanifested, impersonal 
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feature of the Lord, advancement is exceedingly painful.” But as soon as a sannyāsī 
takes to preaching the glories of Kṛṣṇa in every town and village, his life becomes a 
blissful sequence of beautiful spiritual realizations.

In the autumn season the sky returns to its natural blue color. The vanishing of the 
clouds is like the vanishing of troublesome duties in brahmacārī life. Just after 
summer comes the rainy season, when the animals sometimes become disturbed by 
the torrential storms and thus huddle together. But the autumn season signals the 
time for the animals to go to their respective areas and live more peacefully. This 
represents a householder’s becoming free from the harassment of family duties and 
being able to devote more of his time to spiritual responsibilities, which are the real 
goal of life both for himself and his family. The removal of the muddy layer on the 
earth is like the removal of the inconveniences of vānaprastha life, and the 
purification of the water is like the sanctification of sannyāsa life by one’s preaching 
the glories of Kṛṣṇa without sex desire.

ŚB 10.20.35
   सवाAस्वा� जालोदू� वि-त्वा� विवार�जा�: शु�भ्रवाचAस: ।

 योV� त्योक्ते� षुणी�:   शु�न्त� म्�नयो� म्�क्तेविकच्छिल्बषु�:   ॥ ३५ ॥
sarva-svaṁ jaladā hitvā
virejuḥ śubhra-varcasaḥ
yathā tyaktaiṣaṇāḥ śāntā
munayo mukta-kilbiṣāḥ

Synonyms
sarva-svam — everything they possess; jala-dāḥ — the clouds; hitvā — having given 
up; virejuḥ — shone forth; śubhra — pure; varcasaḥ — their effulgence; yathā — just 
as; tyakta-eṣaṇāḥ — who have given up all desires; śāntāḥ — pacified; munayaḥ — 
sages; mukta-kilbiṣāḥ — freed from evil propensities.

Translation
The clouds, having given up all they possessed, shone forth with purified 
effulgence, just like peaceful sages who have given up all material desires and 
are thus free of all sinful propensities.
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Purport
When the clouds are filled with water, they are dark and cover the sun’s rays, just as
the material mind of an impure man covers the soul shining within. But when the 
clouds pour down their rain, they become white and then brilliantly reflect the 
shining sun, just as a man who gives up all material desires and sinful propensities 
becomes purified and then brilliantly reflects his own soul and the Supreme Soul 
within.

ŚB 10.20.36
   विगोरयो� म्�म्�च�स्त�यो� क्Rवाचिचन्नै म्�म्�च�:  थिशुवाम्( ।

         योV� ज्ञ�न�म्"त� क�लो� ज्ञ�विनन� दूदूत� न वा� ॥ ३६ ॥
girayo mumucus toyaṁ

kvacin na mumucuḥ śivam
yathā jñānāmṛtaṁ kāle
jñānino dadate na vā

Synonyms
girayaḥ — the mountains; mumucuḥ — released; toyam — their water; kvacit — 
sometimes; na mumucuḥ — they did not release; śivam — pure; yathā — just as; 
jñāna — of transcendental knowledge; amṛtam — the nectar; kāle — at the 
appropriate time; jñāninaḥ — experts in spiritual knowledge; dadate — bestow; na 
vā — or not.

Translation
During this season the mountains sometimes released their pure water and 
sometimes did not, just as experts in transcendental science sometimes give 
the nectar of transcendental knowledge and sometimes do not.

Purport
The first part of this chapter described the rainy season, and the second part has 
been dealing with the autumn season, which begins when the rain stops. During the 
rainy season water always flows from the mountains, but during the autumn the 
water sometimes flows and sometimes does not. Similarly, great saintly teachers 
sometimes speak expansively on spiritual knowledge, and sometimes they are silent. 
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The self-realized soul is closely in touch with the Supreme Soul, and according to His
desires a competent spiritual scientist may or may not describe the Absolute Truth, 
depending on the specific circumstances.

ŚB 10.20.37
   न�वा�विवादून( क्ष�योम्�णी� जालो� गो�धजालो�चर�: ।

   योV�यो�रन्वा-� क्षय्यो� नर� म्�ढा�: क� ट� च्छिम्बन:   ॥ ३७ ॥
naivāvidan kṣīyamāṇaṁ
jalaṁ gādha-jale-carāḥ

yathāyur anv-ahaṁ kṣayyaṁ
narā mūḍhāḥ kuṭumbinaḥ

Synonyms
na — not; eva — indeed; avidan — appreciated; kṣīyamāṇam — diminishing; jalam —
the water; gādha-jale — in shallow water; carāḥ — those who move; yathā — as; 
āyuḥ — their life span; anu-aham — every day; kṣayyam — diminishing; narāḥ — 
men; mūḍhāḥ — foolish; kuṭumbinaḥ — living with family members.

Translation
The fish swimming in the increasingly shallow water did not at all understand 
that the water was diminishing, just as foolish family men cannot see how the 
time they have left to live is diminishing with every passing day.

Purport
After the rainy season the water gradually goes down, but stupid fish do not 
understand this; thus they are often stranded on the lakeshores and riverbanks. 
Similarly, those infatuated with family life do not understand that the remainder of 
their life is constantly decreasing; thus they fail to perfect their Kṛṣṇa consciousness 
and are stranded in the cycle of birth and death.

ŚB 10.20.38
 गो�धवा�रिरचर�स्त�पेम्विवान्दू�=रदूकA जाम्( ।

 योV� दूरिरद्र: क" पेणी: क� ट�म्ब्योविवासिजात�च्छिन्द्रयो:   ॥ ३८ ॥
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gādha-vāri-carās tāpam
avindañ charad-arka-jam
yathā daridraḥ kṛpaṇaḥ
kuṭumby avijitendriyaḥ

Synonyms
gādha-vāri-carāḥ — those who were moving in shallow water; tāpam — suffering; 
avindan — experienced; śarat-arka-jam — due to the sun in the autumn season; yathā
— as; daridraḥ — a poor person; kṛpaṇaḥ — miserly; kuṭumbī — absorbed in family 
life; avijita-indriyaḥ — who has not controlled the senses.

Translation
Just as a miserly, poverty-stricken person overly absorbed in family life suffers
because he cannot control his senses, the fish swimming in the shallow water 
had to suffer the heat of the autumn sun.

Purport
Although, as described in the previous verse, unintelligent fish are not aware of the 
diminishing water, one may think these fish are still happy according to the old 
proverb “Ignorance is bliss.” But even the ignorant fish are scorched by the autumn 
sun. Similarly, although an attached family man may consider his ignorance of 
spiritual life blissful, he is constantly disturbed by the problems of family life, and, 
indeed, his uncontrolled senses lead him into a situation of unrelieved anguish.

ŚB 10.20.39
शुन�: शुन�जाA-�:    पे@� स्Vलो�न्यो�म्� च वा�रुध: ।

 योV�-�म्म्त�� ध�र�:    शुर�र�विदूष्वान�त्म्स� ॥ ३९ ॥
śanaiḥ śanair jahuḥ paṅkaṁ
sthalāny āmaṁ ca vīrudhaḥ
yathāhaṁ-mamatāṁ dhīrāḥ

śarīrādiṣv anātmasu

Synonyms
śanaiḥ śanaiḥ — very gradually; jahuḥ — gave up; paṅkam — their mud; sthalāni — 
the places of land; āmam — their unripe condition; ca — and; vīrudhaḥ — the plants;
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yathā — as; aham-mamatām — egotism and possessiveness; dhīrāḥ — sober sages; 
śarīra-ādiṣu — focused upon the material body and other external objects; anātmasu 
— which are completely distinct from the real self.

Translation
Gradually the different areas of land gave up their muddy condition and the 
plants grew past their unripe stage, in the same way that sober sages give up 
egotism and possessiveness. These are based on things different from the real 
self, namely, the material body and its by-products.

Purport
The word ādiṣu in this verse indicates the by-products of the body, such as children, 
home and wealth.

ŚB 10.20.40
 विनश्चलो�म्ब�रभे�त्तं�ष्णी4 सम्�द्र:  शुरदू�गोम्� ।

 आत्म्न्यो�पेरत� सम्योङ्Rम्�विनव्यो�Aपेरत�गोम्:   ॥ ४० ॥
niścalāmbur abhūt tūṣṇīṁ
samudraḥ śarad-āgame
ātmany uparate samyaṅ
munir vyuparatāgamaḥ

Synonyms
niścala — motionless; ambuḥ — its water; abhūt — became; tūṣnīm — quiet; 
samudraḥ — the ocean; śarat — of the fall season; āgame — with the coming; ātmani 
— when the self; uparate — has desisted from material activities; samyak — 
completely; muniḥ — a sage; vyuparata — giving up; āgamaḥ — recitation of the 
Vedic mantras.

Translation
With the arrival of autumn, the ocean and the lakes became silent, their water 
still, just like a sage who has desisted from all material activities and given up 
his recitation of Vedic mantras.

Purport
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One recites ordinary Vedic mantras for material promotion, mystic power and 
impersonal salvation. But when a sage is completely free of personal desire, he 
vibrates the transcendental glories of the Supreme Lord exclusively.

ŚB 10.20.41
  क� दू�र�भ्योस्त्वापे�ऽगो"ह्णन( कषुAक� दूR"ढास�त�थिभे: ।

 योV� प्रा�णी�:   स्रवाज्ज्ञ�न� तचिन्नैर�ध�न यो�विगोन:   ॥ ४१ ॥
kedārebhyas tv apo  ’gṛhṇan

karṣakā dṛḍha-setubhiḥ
yathā prāṇaiḥ sravaj jñānaṁ

tan-nirodhena yoginaḥ

Synonyms
kedārebhyaḥ — from the flooded fields of rice paddy; tu — and; apaḥ — the water; 
agṛhṇan — took; karṣakāḥ — the farmers; dṛḍha — strong; setubhiḥ — with dikes; 
yathā — as; prāṇaiḥ — through the senses; sravat — flowing out; jñānam — 
consciousness; tat — of those senses; nirodhena — by the strict control; yoginaḥ — 
yogīs.

Translation
In the same way that the practitioners of yoga bring their senses under strict 
control to check their consciousness from flowing out through the agitated 
senses, the farmers erected strong mud banks to keep the water within their 
rice fields from draining out.

Purport
Śrīla Prabhupāda comments: “In autumn, farmers save the water within the fields by
building strong walls so that the water contained within the field cannot run out. 
There is hardly any hope for new rainfall; therefore they want to save whatever is in
the field. Similarly, a person who is actually advanced in self-realization protects his 
energy by controlling the senses. It is advised that after the age of fifty one should 
retire from family life and conserve the energy of the body for utilization in the 
advancement of Kṛṣṇa consciousness. Unless one is able to control the senses and 
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engage them in the transcendental loving service of Mukunda, there is no possibility 
of salvation.”

ŚB 10.20.42
  शुरदूक�Hशु�जा��स्त�पे�न( भे�त�न�म्�डा�पे�ऽ-रत( ।

      दू�-�थिभेम्�नजा� ब�ध� म्�क� न्दू� व्रजायो�विषुत�म्( ॥ ४२ ॥
śarad-arkāṁśu-jāṁs tāpān
bhūtānām uḍupo  ’harat
dehābhimāna-jaṁ bodho
mukundo vraja-yoṣitām

Synonyms
śarat-arka — of the autumn sun; aṁśu — from the rays; jān — generated; tāpān — 
suffering; bhūtānām — of all creatures; uḍupaḥ — the moon; aharat — has taken 
away; deha — with the material body; abhimāna-jam — based on false identification;
bodhaḥ — wisdom; mukundaḥ — Lord Kṛṣṇa; vraja-yoṣitām — of the women of 
Vṛndāvana.

Translation
The autumn moon relieved all creatures of the suffering caused by the sun’s 
rays, just as wisdom relieves a person of the misery caused by his identifying 
with his material body and as Lord Mukunda relieves Vṛndāvana’s ladies of 
the distress caused by their separation from Him.

ŚB 10.20.43
   खुम्शु�भेत विनम्Bघ� शुरविद्वम्लोत�रकम्( ।

      सत्त्वायो�क्ते� योV� चिचत्तं� शुब्दूब्रह्मे�VAदूशुAनम्( ॥ ४३ ॥
kham aśobhata nirmeghaṁ

śarad-vimala-tārakam
sattva-yuktaṁ yathā cittaṁ

śabda-brahmārtha-darśanam

Synonyms
kham — the sky; aśobhata — shone brilliantly; nirmegham — free from clouds; śarat 
— in the fall; vimala — clear; tārakam — and starry; sattva-yuktam — endowed with 
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(spiritual) goodness; yathā — just as; cittam — the mind; śabda-brahma — of the 
Vedic scripture; artha — the purport; darśanam — which directly experiences.

Translation
Free of clouds and filled with clearly visible stars, the autumn sky shone 
brilliantly, just like the spiritual consciousness of one who has directly 
experienced the purport of the Vedic scriptures.

Purport
The clear and starry autumn sky can also be compared to the pure heart of the 
devotee. The spiritual nature is always brilliant, clean and blissful, and this spiritual 
nature, called vaikuṇṭha, immediately satisfies all the desires of the soul. This is the 
secret of Kṛṣṇa consciousness.

ŚB 10.20.44
  अखुण्डाम्ण्डालो� व्यो�च्छिम्न रर�जा�डा�गोणी�:  शुशु� ।

 योV� योदू�पेचित:      क" ष्णी� वा"च्छिष्णीचक्री�वा"त� भे�विवा ॥ ४४ ॥
akhaṇḍa-maṇḍalo vyomni

rarājoḍu-gaṇaiḥ śaśī
yathā yadu-patiḥ kṛṣṇo
vṛṣṇi-cakrāvṛto bhuvi

Synonyms
akhaṇḍa — unbroken; maṇḍalaḥ — its sphere; vyomni — in the sky; rarāja — shone 
forth; uḍu-gaṇaiḥ — along with the stars; śaśī — the moon; yathā — as; yadu-patiḥ — 
the master of the Yadu dynasty; kṛṣṇaḥ — Lord Kṛṣṇa; vṛṣṇi-cakra — by the circle of 
Vṛṣṇis; āvṛtaḥ — surrounded; bhuvi — upon the earth.

Translation
The full moon shone in the sky, surrounded by stars, just as Śrī Kṛṣṇa, the Lord
of the Yadu dynasty, shone brilliantly on the earth, surrounded by all the 
Vṛṣṇis.

Purport
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Śrīla Sanātana Gosvāmī explains that in Vṛndāvana the full moon is eternally risen, 
and this full moon is like the full manifestation of the Absolute Truth, Śrī Kṛṣṇa. 
When He was manifest on earth, Lord Kṛṣṇa was surrounded by prominent members 
of the Vṛṣṇi dynasty such as Nanda, Upananda, Vasudeva and Akrūra.

ŚB 10.20.45
   आचि�ष्यो सम्शु�त�ष्णी� प्रास�नवानम्�रुतम्( ।

   जान�स्त�पे� जा-�गो?प्यो� न क" ष्णीहृतच�तस:   ॥ ४५ ॥
āśliṣya sama-śītoṣṇaṁ
prasūna-vana-mārutam
janās tāpaṁ jahur gopyo

na kṛṣṇa-hṛta-cetasaḥ

Synonyms
āśliṣya — embracing; sama — equal; śīta-uṣṇam — between cold and heat; prasūna-
vana — of the forest of flowers; mārutam — the wind; janāḥ — the people in general;
tāpam — suffering; jahuḥ — were able to abandon; gopyaḥ — the gopīs; na — not; 
kṛṣṇa — by Lord Kṛṣṇa; hṛta — stolen; cetasaḥ — whose hearts.

Translation
Except for the gopīs, whose hearts had been stolen by Kṛṣṇa, the people could 
forget their suffering by embracing the wind coming from the flower-filled 
forest. This wind was neither hot nor cold.

ŚB 10.20.46
 गो�वा� म्"गो�:  खुगो� न�योA: पे�च्छिष्पेण्यो:  शुरदू�भेवान( ।

अन्वा�योम्�न�: स्वावा"षु�:     फूलो�र�शुविक्रीयो� इवा ॥ ४६ ॥
gāvo mṛgāḥ khagā nāryaḥ
puṣpiṇyaḥ śaradābhavan
anvīyamānāḥ sva-vṛṣaiḥ

phalair īśa-kriyā iva

Synonyms
gāvaḥ — the cows; mṛgāḥ — the female deer; khagāḥ — the female birds; nāryaḥ — 
the women; puṣpiṇyaḥ — in their fertile periods; śaradā — because of the autumn; 
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abhavan — became; anvīyamānāḥ — followed; sva-vṛṣaiḥ — by their respective 
mates; phalaiḥ — by good results; īśa-kriyāḥ — activities performed in service to the 
Supreme Lord; iva — as.

Translation
By the influence of the autumn season, all the cows, doe, women and female 
birds became fertile and were followed by their respective mates in search of 
sexual enjoyment, just as activities performed for the service of the Supreme 
Lord are automatically followed by all beneficial results.

Purport
Śrīla Prabhupāda comments, “On the arrival of the autumn season, all the cows, 
deer, birds and females in general become pregnant, because in that season 
generally all the husbands become impelled by sex desire. This is exactly like the 
transcendentalists who, by the grace of the Supreme Lord, are bestowed with the 
benediction of their destinations in life. Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī has instructed in his 
Upadeśāmṛta that one should perform devotional service with great enthusiasm, 
patience and conviction and should follow the rules and regulations, keep oneself 
clean from material contamination and stay in the association of devotees. By 
following these principles, one is sure to achieve the desired result of devotional 
service. For he who patiently follows the regulative principles of devotional service, 
the time will come when he will achieve the result, as the wives who reap results by 
becoming pregnant.”

ŚB 10.20.47
     उदूहृष्योन( वा�रिरजा�विन स�यो?त्V�न� क� म्�द् विवान� ।

          र�ज्ञ� त� विनभेAयो� लो�क� योV� दूस्यो�न( विवान� न"पे ॥ ४७ ॥
udahṛṣyan vārijāni

sūryotthāne kumud vinā
rājñā tu nirbhayā lokā
yathā dasyūn vinā nṛpa
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Synonyms
udahṛṣyan — blossomed abundantly; vāri-jāni — the lotuses; sūrya — the sun; 
utthāne — when it had arisen; kumut — the night-blooming kumut lotus; vinā — 
except; rājñā — because of the presence of a king; tu — indeed; nirbhayāḥ — 
fearless; lokāḥ — the populace; yathā — as; dasyūn — the thieves; vinā — except for; 
nṛpa — O King.

Translation
O King Parīkṣit, when the autumn sun rose, all the lotus flowers blossomed 
happily, except the night-blooming kumut, just as in the presence of a strong 
ruler everyone becomes fearless, except the thieves.

ŚB 10.20.48
 पे�रग्र�म्�ष्वा�ग्रयोणी�रिरच्छिन्द्रयो�श्च म्-�त्सवा�: ।

 बभेT भे�:    पेक्Rवाशुष्यो�ढ्या� कलो�भ्यो�� विनतर�� -र�:   ॥ ४८ ॥
pura-grāmeṣv āgrayaṇair
indriyaiś ca mahotsavaiḥ

babhau bhūḥ pakva-śaṣyāḍhyā
kalābhyāṁ nitarāṁ hareḥ

Synonyms
pura — in the towns; grāmeṣu — and villages; āgrayaṇaiḥ — with performances of 
the Vedic sacrifice for tasting the first grains of the new harvest; indriyaiḥ — with 
other (worldly) celebrations; ca — and; mahā-utsavaiḥ — great celebrations; babhau 
— shone; bhūḥ — the earth; pakva — ripe; śaṣya — with her grains; āḍhyā — rich; 
kalā — she who is the expansion of the Lord; ābhyām — with those two (Kṛṣṇa and 
Balarāma); nitarām — very much; hareḥ — of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Translation
In all the towns and villages people held great festivals, performing the Vedic 
fire sacrifice for honoring and tasting the first grains of the new harvest, along
with similar celebrations that followed local custom and tradition. Thus the 
earth, rich with newly grown grain and especially beautified by the presence 
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of Kṛṣṇa and Balarāma, shone beautifully as an expansion of the Supreme 
Lord.

Purport
The word āgrayaṇaiḥ refers to a particular authorized Vedic sacrifice, and the word 
indriyaiḥ refers to folk ceremonies that have somewhat worldly objectives.

Śrīla Prabhupāda comments as follows: “During autumn, the fields become filled 
with ripened grains. At that time, the people become happy over the harvest and 
observe various ceremonies, such as Navanna, the offering of new grains to the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. The new grains are first offered to the Deities in 
various temples, and all are invited to take sweet rice made of these new grains. 
There are other religious ceremonies and methods of worship, particularly in Bengal,
where the greatest of all such ceremonies is held, called Durgā-pūjā.”

ŚB 10.20.49
   वाथिणीङ्Rम्�विनन"पेस्Rन�त� विनगोAम्यो�V�Aन( प्रापे�विदूर� ।

  वाषुAरुद्धा� योV� सिसद्धा�:      स्वाविपेण्डा�न( क�लो आगोत� ॥ ४९ ॥
vaṇiṅ-muni-nṛpa-snātā

nirgamyārthān prapedire
varṣa-ruddhā yathā siddhāḥ

sva-piṇḍān kāla āgate

Synonyms
vaṇik — the merchants; muni — renunciant sages; nṛpa — kings; snātāḥ — and 
brahmacārī students; nirgamya — going out; arthān — their desired objects; prapedire 
— obtained; varṣa — by the rain; ruddhāḥ — checked; yathā — as; siddhāḥ — 
perfected persons; sva-piṇḍān — the forms they aspire for; kāle — when the time; 
āgate — has come.

Translation
The merchants, sages, kings and brahmacārī students, kept in by the rain, 
were at last free to go out and attain their desired objects, just as those who 
achieve perfection in this life can, when the proper time comes, leave the 
material body and attain their respective forms.
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Purport
Śrīla Prabhupāda comments, “In Vṛndāvana the autumn season was very beautiful 
then because of the presence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kṛṣṇa and 
Balarāma. The mercantile community, the royal order and great sages were free to 
move to achieve their desired benedictions. Similarly, the transcendentalists, when 
freed from the encagement of the material body, also achieved their desired goal. 
During the rainy season, the mercantile community cannot move from one place to 
another and so do not get their desired profit. Nor can the royal order go from one 
place to another to collect taxes from the people. As for saintly persons, who must 
travel to preach transcendental knowledge, they also are restrained by the rainy 
season. But during the autumn, all of them leave their confines. In the case of the 
transcendentalist, be he a jñānī, a yogī or a devotee, because of the material body he 
cannot actually enjoy spiritual achievement. But as soon as he gives up the body, or 
after death, the jñānī merges into the spiritual effulgence of the Supreme Lord, the 
yogī transfers himself to the various higher planets, and the devotee goes to the 
planet of the Supreme Lord, Goloka Vṛndāvana or one of the Vaikuṇṭhas, and thus 
enjoys his eternal spiritual life.”

Thus end the purports of the humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupāda to the Tenth Canto, Twentieth Chapter, of the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, 
entitled “The Rainy Season and Autumn in Vṛndāvana.”
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