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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Brahma’s Prayers to Lord Krsna

This chapter describes the prayers Brahma offered to Lord Krsna, who is also known

as Nanda-nandana.

For His satisfaction, Brahma first praised the beauty of the Lord’s transcendental
limbs and then declared that His original identity of sweetness is even more difficult
to comprehend than His opulence. Only by the devotional process of hearing and
chanting transcendental sounds received from Vedic authorities can one realize the
Personality of Godhead. It is fruitless to try to realize God through processes outside

the scope of Vedic authority.

The mystery of the Personality of Godhead, who is the reservoir of unlimited
spiritual qualities, is inconceivable; it is even more difficult to understand than the
impersonal Supreme. Thus only by the mercy of God can one understand His glories.
Finally realizing this, Brahma repeatedly condemned his own actions and recognized
that Lord Sri Krsna, the ultimate shelter of the universe, is Brahma’s own father, the

original Narayana. In this way Brahma begged the Lord’s forgiveness.

Brahma then glorified the inconceivable opulence of the Personality of Godhead and
described the ways in which Brahma and Siva differ from Lord Visnu, the reason for
the Supreme Lord’s appearance in various species of demigods, animals and so on,
the eternal nature of the pastimes of the Personality of Godhead, and the temporality
of the material world. By knowing the Supreme Personality in truth, the individual
spirit soul can achieve liberation from bondage. In actuality, however, both
liberation and bondage are unreal, for it is only from the living entity’s conditioned
outlook that his bondage and liberation are produced. Thinking the personal form of
Lord Krsna illusory, fools reject His lotus feet and look elsewhere to find the
Supreme Self. But the futility of their search is the obvious proof of their foolishness.
There is simply no way to understand the truth of the Personality of Godhead

without His mercy.



SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 14 Page 3 /73

Having established this conclusion, Lord Brahma analyzed the great good fortune of
the residents of Vraja and then personally prayed to be born there even as a blade of
grass, a bush or a creeper. Indeed, the homes of the residents of Vrndavana are not
prisons of material existence but rather abodes envied even by the jiianis and yogis.
On the other hand, any home without a connection to Lord Krsna is in fact a prison
cell of material existence. Finally, Brahma offered his whole self at the lotus feet of
the Supreme Lord and, praising Him again and again, circumambulated Him and

took his leave.

Lord Krsna then gathered the animals Brahma stole and led them to the place on the
Yamuna’s bank where the cowherd boys had been taking lunch. The same friends
who had been present before were sitting there now. By the power of Krsna’s
illusory energy, they were not at all aware of what had happened. Thus when Krsna
arrived with the calves, the boys told Him, “You’ve returned so quickly! Very good.

As long as You were gone we couldn’t take even a morsel of food, so come and eat.”

Laughing at the words of the cowherd boys, Lord Krsna began taking His meal in
their company. While eating, Krsna pointed out to His young friends the skin of the
python, and the boys thought, “Krsna has just now killed this terrible snake.”
Indeed, later they related to the residents of Vrndavana the incident of Krsna’s
killing the Agha demon. In this way, the cowherd boys described pastimes that Lord
Krsna had performed in His balya age (one to five), even though His pauganda age

(six to ten) had begun.

Sukadeva Gosvami concludes this chapter by explaining how the gopis loved Lord

Krsna even more than they loved their own sons.
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Sri-brahmovaca
naumidya te ’bhra-vapuse tadid-ambaraya
gufijavatamsa-paripiccha-lasan-mukhaya
vanya-sraje kavala-vetra-visana-venu-

laksma-sriye mrdu-pade pasupangajaya

Synonyms
sri-brahma uvaca — Lord Brahma said; naumi — I offer praise; idya — O most
worshipable one; te — unto You; abhra — like a dark cloud; vapuse — whose body;
tadit — like lightning; ambardya — whose garment; gufija — made of small berries;
avatamsa — with ornaments (for the ears); paripiccha — and peacock feathers; lasat
— resplendent; mukhdya — whose face; vanya-sraje — wearing garlands of forest
flowers; kavala — a morsel of food; vetra — a stick; visana — a buffalo-horn bugle;
venu — and a flute; laksma — characterized by; sriye — whose beauty; mrdu — soft;
pade — whose feet; pasu-pa — of the cowherd (Nanda Maharaja); ariga-jaya — unto

the son.

Translation

Lord Brahma said: My dear Lord, You are the only worshipable Lord, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and therefore I offer my humble obeisances
and prayers just to please You. O son of the king of the cowherds, Your
transcendental body is dark blue like a new cloud, Your garment is brilliant
like lightning, and the beauty of Your face is enhanced by Your guiija earrings
and the peacock feather on Your head. Wearing garlands of various forest
flowers and leaves, and equipped with a herding stick, a buffalo horn and a

flute, You stand beautifully with a morsel of food in Your hand.

Purport
In the previous chapter Brahma, the creator of the universe, tried to bewilder the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Krsna, by stealing His cowherd boyfriends
and calves. But by a slight exhibition of Krsna’s own mystic potency, Brahma himself
was completely bewildered, and now with great humility and devotion he offers his

humble obeisances and prayers unto the Lord.


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Br%C4%AB
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=j%C4%81ya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=a%E1%B9%85ga
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pa
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pa%C5%9Bu
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pade
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=m%E1%B9%9Bdu
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Briye
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=lak%E1%B9%A3ma
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ve%E1%B9%87u
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vi%E1%B9%A3%C4%81%E1%B9%87a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vetra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kavala
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sraje
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vanya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mukh%C4%81ya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=lasat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=paripiccha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=avata%E1%B9%81sa
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=gu%C3%B1j%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ambar%C4%81ya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ta%E1%B8%8Dit
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vapu%E1%B9%A3e
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=abhra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=te
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%AB%E1%B8%8Dya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=naumi
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https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=brahm%C4%81
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The word kavala in this verse refers to a morsel of rice mixed with yogurt that Krsna
held in His left hand. According to Sanatana Gosvami, the Lord held a cowherding
stick and a buffalo horn pressed under His left arm, and His flute was placed under
His belt. Beautiful young Krsna, decorated with multicolored forest minerals,
exhibited opulences far greater than those of Vaikuntha. Although Brahma had seen
innumerable four-armed forms of the Lord, he now surrendered unto the lotus feet of
the two-armed form of Krsna, who appeared as the son of Nanda Maharaja. Brahma

offered his prayers to that form.
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asyapi deva vapuso mad-anugrahasya

sveccha-mayasya na tu bhiita-mayasya ko ’pi
nese mahi tv avasitum manasantarena
saksat tavaiva kim utatma-sukhanubhiiteh
Synonyms

asya — of this; api — even; deva — O Lord; vapusah — the body; mat-anugrahasya —

which has shown mercy to me; sva-iccha-mayasya — which appears in response to

the desires of Your pure devotees; na — not; tu — on the other hand; bhiita-mayasya

— a product of matter; kah — Brahma; api — even; na iSe — I am not able; mahi —
the potency; tu — indeed; avasitum — to estimate; manasd@ — with my mind;

antarena — which is controlled and withdrawn; saksat — directly; tava — Your; eva
— indeed; kim uta — what to speak; atma — within Yourself; sukha — of happiness;

anubhiiteh — of Your experience.

Translation
My dear Lord, neither I nor anyone else can estimate the potency of this
transcendental body of Yours, which has shown such mercy to me and which
appears just to fulfill the desires of Your pure devotees. Although my mind is

completely withdrawn from material affairs, I cannot understand Your
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personal form. How, then, could I possibly understand the happiness You

experience within Yourself?

Purport
In Krsna, the Supreme Persondlity of Godhead, Chapter Fourteen, Srila Prabhupada
explains that in the present verse Lord Brahma expressed the following prayerful
sentiment: “Your appearance as a cowherd child is for the benefit of the devotees,
and although I have committed an offense at Your lotus feet by stealing away Your
boys and calves, I can understand that You have bestowed Your mercy upon me.
That is Your transcendental quality: You are very affectionate toward Your devotees.
But in spite of Your great affection for me, I cannot estimate the potency of Your
bodily activities. It is to be understood that when I, Lord Brahma, the supreme
personality of this universe, cannot estimate the childlike body of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, then what to speak of others? And if I cannot estimate the
spiritual potency of Your childlike body, then what can I understand about Your

transcendental pastimes? Therefore, as it is said in the Bhagavad-gita, anyone who

can understand a little of the transcendental pastimes, appearance and
disappearance of the Lord immediately becomes eligible to enter the kingdom of
God after quitting the material body. This statement is confirmed in the Vedas,
where it is stated simply: By understanding the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
one can overcome the chain of repeated birth and death. I therefore recommend that

people should not try to understand You by their speculative knowledge.”

When Brahma disrespected the supreme status of the Personality of Godhead, Lord
Krsna first bewildered him by exhibiting the Lord’s own transcendental power. Then,

having humbled His devotee Brahma, Krsna gave him His personal audience.

According to Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura, Lord Krsna’s transcendental body
can also function through the agency of His plenary expansions, called visnu-tattva.
As stated by Brahma himself in the Brahma-sambhita (5.32): arigani yasya
sakalendriya-vrttimanti. This verse indicates not only that the Lord can perform any
bodily function with any of His limbs but also that He can see through the eyes of
His Visnu expansions or, indeed, through the eyes of any living entity, and similarly

that He can hear through the ears of any Visnu or jiva expansion. Srila Vi§vanatha


https://vedabase.io/en/library/bg/
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Cakravarti Thakura points out that although the Lord can perform any function with
any one of His senses, in His transcendental pastimes as Sri Krsna He generally sees
with His eyes, touches with His hands, hears with His ears and so on. Thus He

behaves like the most beautiful and charming young cowherd boy.

The Vedic knowledge expands from Lord Brahma, who is described in the first verse

of Srimad-Bhagavatam as adi-kavi, the primeval Vedic scholar. Yet Brahma could not

understand the transcendental body of Lord Krsna, because it is beyond the reach of
ordinary Vedic knowledge. Among all the transcendental forms of the Lord, the two-
armed form of Govinda — Krsna — is original and supreme. Thus Lord Govinda’s
pastimes of stealing butter, drinking the gopis’ breast milk, tending the calves,
playing His flute and playing childhood sports are extraordinary even in comparison

with the activities of the Lord’s Visnu expansions.

SB 10.14.3
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jfidne prayasam udapasya namanta eva
jivanti san-mukharitam bhavadiya-vartam
sthane sthitah Sruti-gatam tanu-van-manobhir

ye prayaso ’jita jito 'py asi tais tri-lokyam
Synonyms

jiiane — for knowledge; prayasam — the endeavor; udapasya — giving up

completely; namantah — offering obeisances; eva — simply; jivanti — live; sat-

mukharitam — chanted by the pure devotees; bhavadiya-vartam — topics related to

You; sthane — in their material position; sthitdh — remaining; $ruti-gatam — received
by hearing; tanu — with their body; vak — words; manobhih — and mind; ye — who;
prayasah — for the most part; gjita — O unconquerable one; jitah — conquered; api
— nevertheless; asi — You become; taih — by them; tri-lokyam — within the three

worlds.


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=loky%C4%81m
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Translation
Those who, even while remaining situated in their established social positions,
throw away the process of speculative knowledge and with their body, words
and mind offer all respects to descriptions of Your personality and activities,
dedicating their lives to these narrations, which are vibrated by You
personally and by Your pure devotees, certainly conquer Your Lordship,

although You are otherwise unconquerable by anyone within the three worlds.

Purport
Here the word udapasya clearly indicates that one should not even slightly endeavor
to understand the Absolute Truth by the process of mental speculation, for it
invariably carries one to an imperfect, impersonal understanding of God. The word
jivanti indicates that a devotee who always hears about Lord Krsna will go back
home, back to Godhead, even if he can do nothing except maintain his existence and

hear topics concerning the Lord.

Srila Sanatana Gosvami has explained the words tanu-var-manobhih (“by the body,
words and mind”) in three ways. In reference to devotees, through their body, words
and mind they are able to conquer Lord Krsna. Thus becoming perfect in Krsna
consciousness, they can touch His lotus feet with their hands, call Him to come with
their words, and attain His direct audience within their mind simply by thinking

about Him.

In the case of nondevotees, the words tanu-var-manobhih refer to the word gjita,
“unconquered,” and indicate that those not engaged in the loving service of Lord
Krsna cannot conquer the Absolute Truth by their bodily strength, verbal expertise
or mental power. Despite all their endeavors, the ultimate truth remains beyond

their reach.

In reference to the word jitah, “conquered,” the words tanu-varn-manobhih indicate
that the pure devotees of Lord Krsna conquer His body, words and mind. Lord
Krsna’s body is conquered because He always remains by the side of His pure

devotees; Lord Krsna’s words are conquered because He always chants the glories of
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His devotees; and Lord Krsna’s mind is conquered because He always thinks about

His loving devotees.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has explained the words tanu-van-manobhih in
regard to the word namantah, “offering obeisances.” He explains that the devotees
can take full advantage of the transcendental topics of the Lord by offering all
respects to those topics with their body, words and mind. One should engage his
body by touching the ground with his hands and head while offering obeisances to
the topics of the Lord; one should engage his words by praising transcendental

literatures such as Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhdagavatam, as well as the devotees

who are preaching such literatures; and one should engage his mind by feeling great
reverence and pleasure while hearing the transcendental topics of the Lord. In this
way, a sincere devotee who has acquired even a small amount of transcendental
knowledge about Lord Krsna can conquer Him and thus go back home, back to

Godhead, for eternal life at the Lord’s side.

SB 10.14.4
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klisyanti ye kevala-bodha-labdhaye
tesam asau klesala eva Sisyate

nanyad yatha sthiila-tus@vaghatinam

Synonyms
sreyah — of supreme benefit; srtim — the path; bhaktim — devotional service; udasya
— rejecting; te — they; vibho — O almighty Lord; kliSyanti — struggle; ye — who;
kevala — exclusive; bodha — of knowledge; labdhaye — for the achievement; tesam
— for them; asau — this; klesalah — botheration; eva — merely; Sisyate — remains;
na — nothing; anyat — other; yatha — just as; sthiila-tusa — empty husks;

avaghatinam — for those who are beating.

Translation


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=avagh%C4%81tin%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tu%E1%B9%A3a
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sth%C5%ABla
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yath%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=anyat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=na
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Bi%E1%B9%A3yate
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=eva
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My dear Lord, devotional service unto You is the best path for self-realization.
If someone gives up that path and engages in the cultivation of speculative
knowledge, he will simply undergo a troublesome process and will not achieve
his desired result. As a person who beats an empty husk of wheat cannot get
grain, one who simply speculates cannot achieve self-realization. His only gain

is trouble.

Purport
Loving service to the Supreme Person is the natural and eternal function of every
living entity. If a person renounces his own constitutional function and instead
laboriously seeks so-called enlightenment through impersonal, speculative
knowledge, his result is simply the trouble and bother that come from following an
artificial process. A fool may beat an empty husk, not knowing that the grain has
already been removed. Similarly foolish is the person who throws his mind again
and again into the pursuit of knowledge without surrendering to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, for it is the Supreme Personality of Godhead who is the very
substance and goal of knowledge, just as grain is the substance and goal of the entire
agricultural effort. Vedic knowledge or, indeed, material science without the

Personality of Godhead is exactly like an empty and useless husk of wheat.

One may argue that by practicing yoga or cultivating impersonal knowledge one can
acquire prestige, wealth, mystic powers or even impersonal liberation. But these so-
called gains are actually useless, because they do not situate the living being in his
constitutional position of loving service to the Supreme Lord. Therefore such results,
being superfluous to the living being’s essential nature, are impermanent. As stated
in the Nrsimha Purana, patresu puspesu phalesu toyesv akrita-labhyesu vadaiva satsu/
bhaktya su-labhye puruse purane muktyai kim artham kriyate prayatnah: “Since the
primeval Personality of Godhead is easily attained by offering Him such things as
leaves, flowers, fruits and water, which are all found without difficulty, why does

one need to endeavor for liberation separately?”

Although the process of devotional service to Lord Krsna is very simple, it is
extremely difficult for stubborn conditioned souls to completely humble themselves

before the Supreme Personality of Godhead and absorb themselves twenty-four
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hours a day in His loving service. The mood of loving service is anathema to
belligerent conditioned souls determined to defy God and enjoy. When such
stubborn conditioned souls attempt to bypass surrendering to God through proud
attempts at philosophical speculation, austerity, and yoga, they are turned back to
the material platform by the powerful laws of God and violently merged into the

heaving ocean of insignificance called the material world.

SB 10.14.5
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pureha bhiiman bahavo ’pi yoginas
tvad-arpiteha nija-karma-labdhaya
vibudhya bhaktyaiva kathopanitaya

prapedire ’fijo ’cyuta te gatim param

Synonyms
pura — previously; tha — in this world; bhiiman — O almighty Lord; bahavah —
many; api — indeed; yoginah — followers of the path of yoga; tvat — unto You;
arpita — having offered; thah — all their endeavors; nija-karma — by their
prescribed duties; labdhaya — which is achieved; vibudhya — coming to understand;

bhaktya — by devotional service; eva — indeed; katha-upanitaya — cultivated

through hearing and chanting topics about You; prapedire — they achieved by
surrender; afijah — easily; acyuta — O infallible one; te — Your; gatim —

destination; param — supreme.

Translation

O almighty Lord, in the past many yogis in this world achieved the platform of
devotional service by offering all their endeavors unto You and faithfully
carrying out their prescribed duties. Through such devotional service,
perfected by the processes of hearing and chanting about You, they came to
understand You, O infallible one, and could easily surrender to You and

achieve Your supreme abode.
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SB 10.14.6
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tathapi bhitman mahimagunasya te
viboddhum arhaty amalantar-atmabhih
avikriyat svanubhavad ariipato

hy ananya-bodhyatmataya na canyatha
Synonyms
tathd api — nevertheless; bhiiman — O limitless one; mahima — the potency;

agunasya — of Him who has no material qualities; te — of You; viboddhum — to

understand; arhati — one is able; amala — spotless; antah-atmabhih — with mind

and senses; avikriyat — not based on material differentiations; sva-anubhavat — by
perception of the Supreme Soul; ariipatah — without attachment to material forms;

hi — indeed; ananya-bodhya-atmataya — as self-manifested, without the help of any

other illuminating agent; na — not; ca — and; anyathd — otherwise.

Translation
Nondevotees, however, cannot realize You in Your full personal feature.
Nevertheless, it may be possible for them to realize Your expansion as the
impersonal Supreme by cultivating direct perception of the Self within the
heart. But they can do this only by purifying their mind and senses of all
conceptions of material distinctions and all attachment to material sense

objects. Only in this way will Your impersonal feature manifest itself to them.

Purport

It is difficult for conditioned souls to understand all the transcendental features of

the Supreme Lord. As confirmed in the First Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.11):
brahmeti paramatmeti bhagavan iti Sabdyate. The transcendental existence of God is
understood progressively as the impersonal effulgence, the localized Supersoul in

one’s heart, and finally the Supreme Personality of Godhead existing in His eternal
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abode. Lord Krsna’s transcendental existence is beyond the qualities of material

nature. Thus here the Lord is referred to as agunasya, without material qualities.

Even by practicing yoga or engaging in advanced philosophical speculation, one will
find it very difficult to understand clearly the transcendental existence beyond the
modes of material nature. And these processes are virtually useless for
understanding the Lord’s own unlimited transcendental qualities, which are far
beyond the impersonal conception of spiritual existence. Only by the mercy of the
pure devotees of the Lord or by associating with the Lord Himself can one begin the
process of realizing the personal feature of God — a process that culminates in pure

Krsna consciousness, the final and supreme perfection of knowledge.

SB 10.14.7
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gunatmanas te ’'pi gunan vimatum
hitavatirnasya ka isire ’sya
kalena yair va vimitah su-kalpair

bhii-pamsavah khe mihika dyu-bhasah

Synonyms

guna-atmanah — of the possessor of all superior qualities; te — You; api — certainly;

gunan — the qualities; vimatum — to count; hita-avatirnasya — who have descended

for the benefit of all living entities; ke — who; iSire — are able; asya — of the
universe; kalena — in due course of time; yaih — by whom; va — or; vimitah —

counted; su-kalpaih — by great scientists; bhii-pamsavah — the atoms of an earthly

planet; khe — in the sky; mihikah — the particles of snow; dyu-bhasah — the

illumination of stars and planets.

Translation
In time, learned philosophers or scientists might be able to count all the atoms
of the earth, the particles of snow, or perhaps even the shining molecules

radiating from the sun, the stars and other luminaries. But among these
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learned men, who could possibly count the unlimited transcendental qualities
possessed by You, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who have descended

onto the surface of the earth for the benefit of all living entities?

Purport
Srila Sanatana Gosvami explains that Lord Krsna is gunatmd, “the soul of all superior
qualities,” because He gives them life. For example, one may discuss in an abstract
way such qualities as generosity, intelligence and mercy, but they come to life only
when a living person exhibits them. Thus Lord Krsna is gunatma because He
descends to the material world and reestablishes religious principles by exhibiting
all godly qualities Himself and inspiring them in others. A living entity who develops
the transcendental qualities found in the Lord receives immeasurable benefit and
eventually goes with the Lord back to His own abode, where all living beings are

liberated and fully endowed with the transcendental nature.

Srila Sanatana Gosvami further explains that the Lord manifests a specific spiritual
quality for the benefit of each living entity. Since there are innumerable living
entities within the confines of the material creation, the Lord manifests infinite
qualities. Thus every conditioned soul can appreciate the Supreme Lord in a

particular way.

The example is given here that even if the most learned scholars could someday

count the particles of earth, snow and light, they would still fail to understand the
qualities of the Lord. In this example earth, snow and light are progressively more
subtle; thus it is to be understood that there is an increasing difficulty in counting

their virtually infinite particles.

According to Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura, great personalities like Lord
Sankarsana actually have counted the number of atoms on the earth, and even the
molecules in the entire universe. Yet even such a personality as Sankarsana, who has
been continuously chanting the glories of the Lord since time immemorial, has not

even approached a final count of those glories.

Lord Krsna exhibits His most astonishing qualities during His childhood pastimes in

Vrndavana, where He steals butter from the cowherd ladies, dances with His
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girlfriends, and plays with His cowherd boyfriends as their most dear companion.
Although appearing like ordinary human activities, such sublime pastimes embody
Lord Krsna’s immeasurable and innumerable beautiful transcendental qualities,

which are the life and soul of the pure devotees.

SB 10.14.8
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tat te ‘nukampam su-samiksamano
bhufijana evatma-krtam vipakam
hrd-vag-vapurbhir vidadhan namas te

jiveta yo mukti-pade sa daya-bhak

Synonyms

tat — therefore; te — Your; anukampam — compassion; su-samiksamanah —

earnestly hoping for; bhunijanah — enduring; eva — certainly; atma-krtam — done by
himself; vipakam — the fruitive results; hrt — with his heart; vak — words;
vapurbhih — and body; vidadhan — offering; namah — obeisances; te — unto You;
jiveta — lives; yah — anyone who; mukti-pade — to the position of liberation; sah —
he; daya-bhak — the rightful heir.

Translation
My dear Lord, one who earnestly waits for You to bestow Your causeless
mercy upon him, all the while patiently suffering the reactions of his past
misdeeds and offering You respectful obeisances with his heart, words and

body, is surely eligible for liberation, for it has become his rightful claim.

Purport
Srila Sridhara Svami explains in his commentary that just as a legitimate son has to
simply remain alive to gain an inheritance from his father, one who simply remains

alive in Krsna consciousness, following the regulative principles of bhakti-yoga,
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automatically becomes eligible to receive the mercy of the Personality of Godhead.

In other words, he will be promoted to the kingdom of God.

The word su-samiksamana indicates that a devotee earnestly awaits the mercy of the
Supreme Lord even while suffering the painful effects of previous sinful activities.

Lord Krsna explains in the Bhagavad-gita that a devotee who fully surrenders unto

Him is no longer liable to suffer the reactions of his previous karma. However,
because in his mind a devotee may still maintain the remnants of his previous sinful
mentality, the Lord removes the last vestiges of the enjoying spirit by giving His
devotee punishments that may sometimes resemble sinful reactions. The purpose of
the entire creation of God is to rectify the living entity’s tendency to enjoy without
the Lord, and therefore the particular punishment given for a sinful activity is
specifically designed to curtail the mentality that produced the activity. Although a
devotee has surrendered to the Lord’s devotional service, until he is completely
perfect in Krsna consciousness he may maintain a slight inclination to enjoy the false
happiness of this world. The Lord therefore creates a particular situation to eradicate
this remaining enjoying spirit. This unhappiness suffered by a sincere devotee is not
technically a karmic reaction; it is rather the Lord’s special mercy for inducing His
devotee to completely let go of the material world and return home, back to

Godhead.

A sincere devotee earnestly desires to go back to the Lord’s abode. Therefore he
willingly accepts the Lord’s merciful punishment and continues offering respects and
obeisances to the Lord with his heart, words and body. Such a bona fide servant of
the Lord, considering all hardship a small price to pay for gaining the personal
association of the Lord, certainly becomes a legitimate son of God, as indicated here
by the words daya-bhak. Just as one cannot approach the sun without becoming fire,
one cannot approach the supreme pure, Lord Krsna, without undergoing a rigid
purificatory process, which may appear like suffering but which is in fact a curative

treatment administered by the personal hand of the Lord.

SB 10.14.9
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pasyesa me ’‘naryam ananta adye
paratmani tvayy api mayi-mdyini

mayam vitatyeksitum atma-vaibhavam

hy aham kiyan aiccham ivarcir agnau

Synonyms
pasya — just see; iSa — O Lord; me — my; andaryam — contemptible behavior;
anante — against the unlimited; adye — the primeval; para-atmani — the Supersoul;
tvayi — You; api — even; mdyi-mayini — for the masters of illusion; mayam — (my)
illusory potency; vitatya — spreading; iksitum — to see; atma — Your; vaibhavam —
power; hi — indeed; aham — I; kiyan — how much; aiccham — I desired; iva — just

like; arcih — a small spark; agnau — in comparison to the whole fire.

Translation

My Lord, just see my uncivilized impudence! To test Your power I tried to
extend my illusory potency to cover You, the unlimited and primeval
Supersoul, who bewilder even the masters of illusion. What am I compared to

You? I am just like a small spark in the presence of a great fire.

Purport
A great fire produces many sparks, which are insignificant in comparison to it.
Indeed, if one of the small sparks were to try to burn the original fire, the attempt
would be simply ludicrous. Similarly, even the creator of the entire universe, Lord
Brahma, is an insignificant spark of the potency of God, and therefore Brahma’s

attempt to bewilder the Supreme Lord was certainly ludicrous.

Brahma here addresses Lord Krsna as isa, which indicates that Krsna is not only the
supreme master of everyone but is also specifically the master of Brahma, who
creates the universe directly under the guidance of the Lord and who, indeed, is

born directly from the Lord’s own body.

Brahma felt ashamed of his impudent attempt at deluding Lord Krsna, and he was

therefore perfectly willing to be punished or forgiven by the Lord, according to His
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decision. If Lord Krsna does not mercifully punish His devotees when they act
improperly, their foolishness will simply increase and gradually completely
overwhelm their devotional sentiments. Therefore Lord Krsna kindly disciplines His

devotees and maintains them on the progressive path back home, back to Godhead.
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atah ksamasvacyuta me rajo-bhuvo
hy ajanatas tvat-prthag-iSa-maninah
ajavalepandha-tamo-’ndha-caksusa

eso ‘nukampyo mayi nathavan iti

Synonyms
atah — therefore; ksamasva — please excuse; acyuta — O infallible Lord; me — me;
rajah-bhuvah — who have taken birth in the mode of passion; hi — indeed; ajanatah
— being ignorant; tvat — from You; prthak — separate; iSa — a controller; maninah
— presuming myself; aja — the unborn creator; avalepa — the covering; andha-
tamah — by such darkness of ignorance; andha — blinded; caksusah — my eyes; esah
— this person; anukampyah — should be shown mercy; mayi — Me; natha-yvan —

having as his master; iti — thus thinking.

Translation
Therefore, O infallible Lord, kindly excuse my offenses. I have taken birth in
the mode of passion and am therefore simply foolish, presuming myself a
controller independent of Your Lordship. My eyes are blinded by the darkness
of ignorance, which causes me to think of myself as the unborn creator of the
universe. But please consider that I am Your servant and therefore worthy of

Your compassion.

Purport
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In his commentary, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura explains that Brahma
wanted to present the following argument to the Lord: “My dear Lord, because I
have acted so badly I certainly deserve to be punished. On the other hand, because I
am so ignorant You should consider me an innocent fool and be merciful to me.
Thus, although I deserve both punishment and forgiveness, I humbly beg You to

exercise tolerance in this matter and simply forgive me and show me Your mercy.”

The words nathavan iti indicate that Lord Brahma wanted to humbly remind Lord
Krsna that He was, after all, Brahma’s father and master and should therefore forgive
the unfortunate transgressions of His humble servant. Every conditioned soul,
whether he be Lord Brahma or an insignificant ant, falsely identifies himself with the
material world and in this way forgets his eternal relationship with the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Lord Brahma, because of his prestigious position as the
cosmic creator, also tends to identify himself as the lord of this world, and thus he
sometimes forgets his position as an insignificant servant of the Supreme Lord. Now,
by Lord Krsna’s mercy, this false identification is being rectified and Lord Brahma is

remembering his constitutional position as the eternal servant of God.
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kvaham tamo-mahad-aham-kha-caragni-var-bhii-
samvestitanda-ghata-sapta-vitasti-kayah
kvedrg-vidhaviganitanda-paranu-carya-

vatadhva-roma-vivarasya ca te mahitvam

Synonyms

kva — where; aham — I; tamah — the material nature; mahat — the total material

energy; aham — false ego; kha — ether; cara — air; agni — fire; vah — water; bhii —
earth; samvestita — surrounded by; anda-ghata — a potlike universe; sapta-vitasti —
seven spans; kayah — body; kva — where; idrk — such; vidha — like; aviganita —

unlimited; anda — universes; para-anu — like the atomic dust; caryd — moving;
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vata-adhva — airholes; roma — of hair on the body; vivarasya — of the holes; ca —

also; te — Your; mahitvam — greatness.

Translation

What am I, a small creature measuring seven spans of my own hand? I am
enclosed in a potlike universe composed of material nature, the total material
energy, false ego, ether, air, water and earth. And what is Your glory?
Unlimited universes pass through the pores of Your body just as particles of

dust pass through the openings of a screened window.

Purport
In the Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila, Chapter Five, text 72, Srila Prabhupada gives the
following purport for this verse: “Then Lord Brahma, after having stolen all Krsna’s
calves and cowherd boys, returned and saw that the calves and boys were still
roaming with Krsna, he offered this prayer in his defeat. A conditioned soul, even
one so great as Brahma, who manages the affairs of the entire universe, cannot
compare to the Personality of Godhead, for He can produce numberless universes
simply by the spiritual rays emanating from the pores of His body. Material scientists
should take lessons from the utterances of Sri Brahma regarding our insignificance in
comparison with God. In these prayers of Brahma there is much to learn for those

who are falsely puffed up by the accumulation of power.”

In Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Chapter Fourteen, Srila Prabhupada
further comments on this verse: “Lord Brahma realized his actual position. He is
certainly the supreme teacher of this universe, in charge of the production of
material nature, consisting of the complete material energy, false ego, sky, air, fire,
water and earth. Such a universe may be gigantic, but it can be measured, just as we
measure our body as seven spans. Generally, everyone’s personal bodily
measurement is calculated to be seven spans of his hand. This particular universe
may appear to be a very gigantic body, but it is nothing but the measurement of

seven spans for Lord Brahma.

“Aside from this universe, there are unlimited other universes outside the

jurisdiction of this particular Lord Brahma. Just as innumerable atomic infinitesimal
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fragments pass through the holes of a screened window, so millions and trillions of
universes in their seedling form are coming out from the bodily pores of Maha-
Visnu, and that Maha-Visnu is but a part of the plenary expansion of Krsna. Under
these circumstances, although Lord Brahma is the supreme creature within this

universe, what is his importance in the presence of Lord Krsna?”

SB 10.14.12
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utksepanam garbha-gatasya padayoh
kim kalpate matur adhoksajagase
kim asti-nasti-vyapadesa-bhiisitam

tavasti kukseh kiyad apy anantah

Synonyms

utksepanam — the kicking; garbha-gatasya — of a child in the womb; padayoh — of

the legs; kim — what; kalpate — amounts to; matuh — for the mother; adhoksaja —
O transcendental Lord; agase — as an offense; kim — what; asti — it exists; na asti —
it does not exist; yyapadesa — by the designations; bhiisitam — decorated; tava —
Your; asti — there is; kukseh — of the abdomen; kiyat — how much; api — even;

anantah — external.

Translation
O Lord Adhoksaja, does a mother take offense when the child within her
womb kicks with his legs? And is there anything in existence — whether
designated by various philosophers as real or as unreal — that is actually

outside Your abdomen?

Purport
Srila Prabhupada comments as follows on this verse in Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Chapter Fourteen: “Lord Brahma therefore compared himself to a little

child within the womb of his mother. If the child within the womb plays with his
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hands and legs, and while playing touches the body of the mother, is the mother
offended with the child? Of course she isn’t. Similarly, Lord Brahma may be a very
great personality, and yet not only Brahma but everything that be is existing within
the womb of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The Lord’s energy is all-
pervading: there is no place in the creation where it is not acting. Since everything is
existing within the energy of the Lord, the Brahma of this universe and the Brahmas
of the many other millions and trillions of universes are existing within the energy of
the Lord; therefore the Lord is considered to be the mother, and everything existing
within the womb of the mother is considered to be the child. And the good mother is
never offended with the child, even if he touches the body of the mother by kicking
his legs.”

SB 10.14.13
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jagat-trayantodadhi-samplavode
narayanasyodara-nabhi-nalat
vinirgato ’jas tv iti van na vai mrsa
kintv i$vara tvan na vinirgato ’smi
Synonyms

jagat-traya — of the three worlds; anta — in the dissolution; udadhi — of all the
oceans; samplava — of the total deluge; ude — in the water; narayanasya — of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Narayana; udara — growing from the abdomen;
nabhi — from the navel; nalat — out of the lotus stem; yinirgatah — came out; gjah
— Brahma; tu — indeed; iti — thus speaking; vak — the words; na — are not; yai —
certainly; mrsa — false; kintu — thus; i§vara — O Lord; tvat — from You; na — not;

vinirgatah — specifically emanated; asmi — am 1.

Translation

My dear Lord, it is said that when the three planetary systems are merged into

the water at the time of dissolution, Your plenary portion, Narayana, lies
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down on the water, gradually a lotus flower grows from His navel, and
Brahma takes birth upon that lotus flower. Certainly, these words are not

false. Thus am I not born from You?

Purport
Although every living being is a child of God, Lord Brahma here makes a special
claim because he takes birth on a lotus flower that emanates from the navel of
Narayana, the Personality of Godhead. Ultimately, all living beings are equally
expansions of the transcendental body of the Supreme Lord. But Brahma has an
intimate relationship with the Lord because of the activities of universal creation,
and so he uses the prefix vi in the word vinirgata to beg the Lord’s special mercy.
Lord Brahma is called agja because he is not born from any mother but rather
emanates directly from the body of the Lord. As Srila Prabhupada states in Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead: “It is naturally concluded that the mother of
Brahma is Narayana.” On these grounds, Lord Brahma is requesting special

forgiveness for his offenses.

SB 10.14.14
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nardayanas tvam na hi sarva-dehinam
atmasy adhisakhila-loka-saksi
nardayano ’ngam nara-bhii-jalayanat

tac capi satyam na tavaiva maya

Synonyms
narayanah — the Supreme Lord Narayana; tvam — You; na — not; hi — whether;
sarva — of all; dehindm — embodied living beings; atma — the Supersoul; asi — You
are; adhisa — O supreme controller; akhila — of all; loka — planets; saksi — the
witness; nardayanah — Lord Sri Narayana; arigam — the expanded plenary portion;
nara — from the Supreme Personality; bhii — originating; jala — of the water;

ayanat — because of being the manifesting source; tat — that (expansion); ca — and;
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api — indeed; satyam — true; na — not; tava — Your; eva — at all; maya — illusory

energy.

Translation

Are You not the original Narayana, O supreme controller, since You are the
Soul of every embodied being and the eternal witness of all created realms?
Indeed, Lord Narayana is Your expansion, and He is called Narayana because
He is the generating source of the primeval water of the universe. He is real,

not a product of Your illusory Maya.

Purport
In the Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila, Chapter Two, text 30, Srila Prabhupada
comments on this verse as follows: “This statement which is from Srimad-
Bhagavatam (10.14.14) was spoken by Lord Brahma in his prayers to Lord Krsna
after the Lord had defeated him by displaying His mystic powers. Brahma had tried
to test Lord Krsna to see if He was really the Supreme Personality of Godhead
playing as a cowherd boy. Brahma stole all the other boys and their calves from the
pasturing grounds, but when he returned to the pastures he saw that all the boys and
calves were still there, for Lord Krsna had created them all again. When Brahma saw
this mystic power of Lord Krsna’s, he admitted defeat and offered prayers to the
Lord, addressing Him as the proprietor and seer of everything in the creation and as
the Supersoul who is within each and every living entity and is dear to all. That Lord
Krsna is Narayana, the father of Brahma, because Lord Krsna’s plenary expansion
Garbhodakasayi Visnu, after placing Himself on the Garbha Ocean, created Brahma
from His own body. Maha-Visnu in the Causal Ocean and Ksirodakasayi Visnu, the
Supersoul in everyone’s heart, are also transcendental expansions of the Supreme

Truth.”

In his commentary on this verse, Srila Sanatana Gosvami has elaborately explained
the expansion of the Visnu, or Narayana, incarnations from the original form of
Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna. The essence is that although Lord Brahma was born from
Lord Narayana, Brahma now understands that Narayana is Himself a mere expansion

of the original Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna.
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SB 10.14.15
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tac cej jala-stham tava sqaj jagad-vapuh

kim me na drstam bhagavams tadaiva
kim va su-drstam hrdi me tadaiva

kim no sapady eva punar vyadarsi

Synonyms
tat — that; cet — if; jala-stham — situated upon the water; tava — Your; sat — real;
jagat — sheltering the entire universe; vapuh — the transcendental body; kim —
why; me — by me; na drstam — was not seen; bhagavan — O Supreme Lord; tada eva
— at that very time; kim — why; va — or; su-drstam — perfectly seen; hrdi — within
the heart; me — by me; tada eva — just then; kim — why; na — not; u — on the

other hand; sapadi — suddenly; eva — indeed; punah — again; vyadarsi — was seen.

Translation
My dear Lord, if Your transcendental body, which shelters the entire universe,
is actually lying upon the water, then why were You not seen by me when I
searched for You? And why, though I could not envision You properly within

my heart, did You then suddenly reveal Yourself?

Purport

Lord Brahma here refers to his experience at the dawn of cosmic creation. As

described in the Second Canto of Srimad-Bhdgavatam, Lord Brahma took birth on the

seat of a giant lotus whose stem emanated from the navel of Narayana. Brahma was
bewildered as to his whereabouts, function and identity, and therefore he tried to
trace out the source of the lotus stem, searching for clear information. Unable to find
the Personality of Godhead, he returned to his seat and engaged in severe austerities,
having been ordered to do so by the transcendental voice of the Lord, who could be
heard but not seen. After long meditation, Brahma saw the Lord but then again lost

sight of Him. Thus Brahma concludes that the transcendental body of the Personality
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of Godhead is not material but rather an eternal, spiritual form endowed with
inconceivable mystic potencies. In other words, Lord Brahma should not have

challenged the Personality of Godhead, the Lord of all mystic power.

V4
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atraiva maya-dhamandavatare

hy asya prapaficasya bahih sphutasya
krtsnasya cantar jathare jananya

mayatvam eva prakati-krtam te

Synonyms

atra — in this; eva — indeed; maya-dhamana — O subduer of Maya; avatare — in the
incarnation; hi — certainly; asya — of this; prapaficasya — created material
manifestation; bahih — externally; sphutasya — which is visible; krtsnasya — entire;
ca — and; antah — within; jathare — Your abdomen; jananyah — unto Your mother;
mayatvam — Your bewildering potency; eva — indeed; prakati-krtam — has been

demonstrated; te — by You.

Translation
My dear Lord, in this incarnation You have proved that You are the supreme
controller of Maya. Although You are now within this universe, the whole
universal creation is within Your transcendental body — a fact You
demonstrated by exhibiting the universe within Your abdomen before Your

mother, Yasoda.

Purport
Lord Brahma here describes the inconceivable spiritual potency of the Lord. We may
find a pot within a house, but we can hardly expect to find the house within the
same pot. By the Lord’s spiritual potency, however, He can appear within this

universe and simultaneously exhibit all the universes within His body. One may
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argue that since the universes seen by mother Yasoda within Lord Krsna’s abdomen
were within the Lord’s body, they are different from the illusory material universes
manifest externally. Here Lord Brahma refutes that argument, however. Lord Krsna
is maya-dhamana, the supreme controller of illusion. By the Lord’s own supreme
mystic potency, He can bewilder even illusion herself, and thus the Lord actually
exhibited all the material universes within His body. This is mayatvam, the supreme

bewildering potency of the Personality of Godhead.

SB 10.14.17
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yasya kuksav idam sarvam

satmam bhati yatha tathd

tat tvayy apiha tat sarvam

kim idam mayaya vina
Synonyms

yasya — of whom; kuksau — within the abdomen; idam — this cosmic manifestation;
sarvam — all; sa-atmam — including Yourself; bhati — is manifested; yatha — as;
tatha — so; tat — that; tvayi — within You; api — although; itha — here externally;
tat — that cosmic manifestation; sarvam — whole; kim — what; idam — this;

mayaya — the influence of Your inconceivable energy; vina — without.

Translation
Just as this entire universe, including You, was exhibited within Your
abdomen, so it is now manifested here externally in the same exact form. How

could such things happen unless arranged by Your inconceivable energy?

Purport
Srila Prabhupada comments on this verse as follows in Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead: “Lord Brahma stressed herein that without accepting the inconceivable
energy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one cannot explain things as they

are.”
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adyaiva tvad rte ’sya kim mama na te mayatvam adarsitam
eko ’si prathamam tato vraja-suhrd-vatsah samasta api
tavanto ’si catur-bhujas tad akhilaih sakam mayopasitas

tavanty eva jaganty abhils tad amitam brahmadvayam Sisyate

Synonyms
adya — today; eva — just; tvat rte — apart from You; asya — of this universe; kim —
what; mama — to me; na — not; te — by You; mayatvam — the basis in Your
inconceivable potency; adarsitam — shown; ekah — alone; asi — You are;
prathamam — first of all; tatah — then; yraja-suhrt — Your cowherd boyfriends of
Vrndavana; vatsah — and the calves; samastah — all; api — even; tavantah — of the
same number; asi — You became; catuh-bhujah — four-handed forms of Lord Visnu;
tat — then; akhilaih — by all; sakam — together with; maya — myself; upasitah —
being worshiped; tavanti — of the same number; eva — also; jaganti — universes;
abhith — You became; tat — then; amitam — the unlimited; brahma — Absolute

Truth; advayam — one without a second; Sisyate — You now remain.

Translation
Have You not shown me today that both You Yourself and everything within
this creation are manifestations of Your inconceivable potency? First You
appeared alone, and then You manifested Yourself as all of Vrndavana’s calves
and cowherd boys, Your friends. Next You appeared as an equal number of
four-handed Visnu forms, who were worshiped by all living beings, including
me, and after that You appeared as an equal number of complete universes.
Finally, You have now returned to Your unlimited form as the Supreme

Absolute Truth, one without a second.

Purport
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As stated in the Vedic literature, sarvam khalv idam brahma: everything that exists is
an expansion of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Thus everything is ultimately
part and parcel of the Lord’s spiritual existence. By Lord Krsna’s causeless mercy,

Lord Brahma personally experienced that all existence, being the potency of God, is

nondifferent from Him.

SB 10.14.19
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ajanatam tvat-padavim andtmany

atmatmanda bhdsi vitatya mayam
srstav ivaham jagato vidhana

iva tvam eso ’nta iva trinetrah

Synonyms
ajanatam — to persons who are in ignorance; tvat-padavim — of Your transcendental
position; anatmani — in the material energy; atma — Yourself; atmana — by
Yourself; bhasi — appear; vitatya — expanding; madyam — Your inconceivable
energy; srstau — in the matter of creation; iva — as if; aham — I, Brahma; jagatah —
of the universe; vidhane — in the maintenance; iva — as if; tvam esah — Yourself;

ante — in the annihilation; iva — as if; tri-netrah — Lord Siva.

Translation
To persons ignorant of Your actual transcendental position, You appear as part
of the material world, manifesting Yourself by the expansion of Your
inconceivable energy. Thus for the creation of the universe You appear as me
[Brahma], for its maintenance You appear as Yourself [Visnu], and for its

annihilation You appear as Lord Trinetra [Siva] .

Purport

Although the impersonal Mayavadi philosophers think that the demigods are

illusory, Lord Brahma, Lord Siva and Lord Visnu are stated here to be expansions of
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the Supreme Personality of Godhead and are thus real. Indeed, they are the
extraordinarily powerful controllers of the universe. The ultimate truth is a supreme
and beautiful person, and thus throughout the creation of God we will always find

the personal touch.
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suresv rsisv isa tathaiva nrsv api
tiryaksu yadahsv api te ’janasya
janmasatam durmada-nigrahdya

prabho vidhatah sad-anugrahdya ca

Synonyms
suresu — among the demigods; rsisu — among the great sages; iSa — O Lord; tatha —
as well as; eva — indeed; nrsu — among the human beings; api — and; tiryaksu —
among animals; yadahsu — among aquatics; api — also; te — of You; gjanasya —
who never takes material birth; janma — the birth; asatam — of the nondevotees;
durmada — the false pride; nigrahaya — for the purpose of subduing; prabho — O
master; vidhatah — O creator; sat — to the faithful devotees; anugrahaya — for the

purpose of showing mercy; ca — and.

Translation
O Lord, O supreme creator and master, You have no material birth, yet to
defeat the false pride of the faithless demons and show mercy to Your saintly
devotees, You take birth among the demigods, sages, human beings, animals

and even the aquatics.

Purport
Among the demigods Lord Krsna appears in such forms as Vamanadeva, among the
sages as Parasurama, among human beings as Lord Krsna Himself and as Lord

Ramacandra, and among animals as the boar incarnation. Lord Krsna appears among
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the aquatics as Matsya, the gigantic fish. Indeed, the plenary expansions of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead are innumerable, as the Lord relentlessly comes
down within the universes to smash the false pride of the atheists and show mercy to

the saintly devotees.

In another sense, the Lord never appears, since He exists eternally. His appearance is
like that of the sun, which is always present in the sky but which periodically

appears to our vision.
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ko vetti bhiiman bhagavan paratman
yogesvarotir bhavatas tri-lokyam
kva va katham va kati va kadeti

vistarayan kridasi yoga-mayam

Synonyms
kah — who; vetti — knows; bhiiman — O supreme great one; bhagavan — O Supreme
Personality of Godhead; para-atman — O Supreme Soul; yoga-isvara — O master of
mystic power; dtih — the pastimes; bhavatah — of Your Lordship; tri-lokyam — in
the three worlds; kva — where; va — or; katham — how; va — or; kati — how many;
va — or; kada — when; iti — thus; vistarayan — expanding; kridasi — You play;

yoga-mayam — Your spiritual energy.

Translation
O supreme great one! O Supreme Personality of Godhead! O Supersoul, master
of all mystic power! Your pastimes are taking place continuously in these
three worlds, but who can estimate where, how and when You are employing
Your spiritual energy and performing these innumerable pastimes? No one can

understand the mystery of how Your spiritual energy acts.

Purport
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Brahma previously stated that Lord Krsna incarnates among the demigods, human
beings, animals, fish and so on. This does not mean, however, that the Lord is
degraded by His incarnations. As Brahma clarifies here, no conditioned soul can
understand the transcendental nature of the Lord’s activities, which He enacts
through His spiritual potency. Although the Lord is bhiiman, the supremely great
one, He is still Bhagavan, the supremely beautiful personality exhibiting pastimes of
love in His own abode. At the same time He is Paramatma, the all-pervading
Supersoul, who witnesses and sanctions all the activities of conditioned souls. The
Lord’s multiple identity is explained by the term yogesvara. The Absolute Truth is the
master of all mystic potencies, and although He is one and supreme, He manifests

His greatness and opulence in many different ways.

Such elevated spiritual matters can hardly be understood by foolish persons
primitively identifying themselves with the insignificant material body. These
conditioned souls, such as atheistic scientists, consider their own puffed-up
intelligence supreme. Gullibly placing their firm faith in material illusion, they are

captured by the modes of nature and driven far away from knowledge of God.
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tasmad idam jagad asesam asat-svartiparm

svapnabham asta-dhisanam puru-duhkha-duhkham
tvayy eva nitya-sukha-bodha-tanav anante
mayata udyad api yat sad ivavabhati
Synonyms

tasmat — therefore; idam — this; jagat — cosmic manifestation; asesam — entire;

asat-svariipam — whose existence is unreal in the sense of temporary; svapna-abham

— like a dream; asta-dhisanam — wherein awareness becomes covered over; puru-

duhkha-duhkham — full of repeated miseries; tvayi — within You; eva — indeed;

nitya — eternal; sukha — happy; bodha — conscious; tanau — whose personal
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appearances; anante — who is unlimited; mayatah — by the illusory energy; udyat —
coming forth; api — although; yat — which; sat — real; iva — as if; avabhati —

appears.

Translation

Therefore this entire universe, which like a dream is by nature unreal,
nevertheless appears real, and thus it covers one’s consciousness and assails
one with repeated miseries. This universe appears real because it is manifested
by the potency of illusion emanating from You, whose unlimited

transcendental forms are full of eternal happiness and knowledge.

Purport
As an object of enjoyment or a permanent residence for the conditioned souls, the
material universe is certainly illusion, nothing more than a dream. One may give the
analogy that the vision of abundant water in a desert is no more than a dream,
although real water exists elsewhere. Similarly, the vision of home, happiness and
reality within matter is certainly no better than a foolish dream in which repeated

miseries appear.

In another sense, however, the universe is real. In his commentary on Vedanta-siitra,
Srila Madhvacarya has confirmed this by quoting the following statement from the
Vedic sruti-mantras: satyam hy evedam vi§vam asrjata. “This universe, created by the
Lord, is real.” The perfect authority of the Vedas thus certifies this universe to be
real; nevertheless, because our knowledge is stolen by illusion (as indicated here by
the words asta-dhisanam), we cannot properly understand this universe or the
Supreme Lord who has created it. As the expansion of Lord Krsna, the universe is
real and is meant for being engaged in His service. One who accepts the kingdom of
God as home, the Lord Himself as the object of love, and the material universe as
paraphernalia for being engaged in the Lord’s service dwells within eternal reality

wherever he may go within the material and spiritual worlds.
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ekas tvam atma purusah puranah
satyah svayam-jyotir ananta adyah
nityo ’ksaro ’jasra-sukho niranjanah

purnadvayo mukta upadhito 'mrtah

Synonyms
ekah — one; tvam — You; atma — the Supreme Soul; purusah — the Supreme Person;
puranah — the oldest; satyah — the Absolute Truth; svayam-jyotih — self-manifested;
anantah — without end; adyah — without beginning; nityah — eternal; aksarah —
indestructible; ajasra-sukhah — whose happiness cannot be obstructed; nirafijanah —
devoid of contamination; piirna — complete; advayah — without a second; muktah

— free; upadhitah — from all material designations; amrtah — deathless.

Translation

You are the one Supreme Soul, the primeval Supreme Personality, the Absolute
Truth — self-manifested, endless and beginningless. You are eternal and
infallible, perfect and complete, without any rival and free from all material
designations. Your happiness can never be obstructed, nor have You any
connection with material contamination. Indeed, You are the indestructible

nectar of immortality.

Purport
Srila Sridhara Svami explains how the various terms of this verse demonstrate that
the transcendental body of Lord Krsna is free from the characteristics of material
bodies. All material bodies go through six phases: birth, growth, maturity,
reproduction, decline and destruction. But Lord Krsna does not take material birth,
since He is the original reality, a fact clearly indicated here by the word adya,
“original.” We take our material birth within a particular material atmosphere, in
material bodies that are amalgamations of various material elements. Since Lord
Krsna existed long before the creation of any material atmosphere or element, there

is no question of material birth for His transcendental body.
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Similarly, the word piirna, meaning “full and complete,” refutes the concept that
Lord Krsna could grow, since He is ever-existing in fullness. When one’s material
body becomes mature, one can no longer enjoy as in youth; but the words ajasra-
sukha, “enjoying unobstructed happiness,” indicate that Lord Krsna’s body never
reaches so-called middle age, since it is always full of spiritual youthful bliss. The
word aksara, “undiminishing,” refutes the possibility that Lord Krsna’s body grows

old or declines, and the word amrta, “immortal” negates the possibility of death.

In other words, Lord Krsna’s transcendental body is free from the transformations of
material bodies. The Lord does, however, create innumerable worlds and expand
Himself as innumerable living entities. But the Lord’s so-called reproduction is
completely spiritual and does not take place at a certain phase of bodily existence;
rather, it constitutes the Lord’s eternal proclivity to expand His spiritual bliss and

glories.

)

As the Lord states in Sruti, piirvam evaham ihasam: “I alone existed in the beginning.’
Therefore here the Lord is called purusah puranah, “the primeval enjoyer.” This
original purusa expands Himself as the Supersoul and enters every living being. Still,
He is ultimately the Absolute Truth, Krsna, as stated in the Gopala-tapani Upanisad:
yah saksat para-brahmeti govindam sac-cid-ananda-vigraham vrndavana-sura-bhiiruha-
talasinam. “The Absolute Truth Himself is Govinda, who has an eternal form of bliss
and knowledge and who is sitting beneath the shady desire trees of Vrndavana.” This
Absolute Truth is beyond material ignorance and beyond even ordinary spiritual
knowledge, as stated in the same Gopala-tapani sruti: vidyavidyabhyam bhinnah. Thus,
in many ways the supremacy of Lord Krsna has been established in the Vedic

literature, and it is here confirmed by Lord Brahma himself.
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evam-vidham tvam sakalatmanam api

svatmanam atmatmatayda vicaksate
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gurv-arka-labdhopanisat-sucaksusa
ye te tarantiva bhavanrtambudhim
Synonyms
evam-vidham — as thus described; tvam — You; sakala — of all; atmanam — souls;

api — indeed; sva-atmanam — the very Soul; atma-atmataya — as the Supersoul;

vicaksate — they see; guru — from the spiritual master; arka — who is like the sun;
labdha — received; upanisat — of confidential knowledge; su-caksusa — by the
perfect eye; ye — who; te — they; taranti — cross over; iva — easily; bhava — of

material existence; anrta — which is not real; ambudhim — the ocean.

Translation
Those who have received the clear vision of knowledge from the sunlike
spiritual master can see You in this way, as the very Soul of all souls, the
Supersoul of everyone’s own self. Thus understanding Your original
personality, they are able to cross over the ocean of illusory material

existence.

Purport

As confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita (4.9):

janma karma ca me divyam
evam yo vetti tattvatah
tyaktva deham punar janma
naiti mam eti so ’rjuna
“One who knows the transcendental nature of My appearance and activities does
not, upon leaving the body, take his birth again in this material world, but attains

My eternal abode, O Arjuna.”
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atmanam evatmatayavijanatam
tenaiva jatam nikhilam prapaficitam
jhAanena bhityo ’pi ca tat praliyate

rajjvam aher bhoga-bhavabhavau yatha

Synonyms
atmanam — Yourself; eva — indeed; atmataya — as the Supreme Soul; avijanatam —
for those who do not understand; tena — by that; eva — alone; jatam — is generated;
nikhilam — the entire; prapaficitam — material existence; jiianena — by knowledge;
bhiiyah api — once again; ca — and; tat — that material existence; praliyate —
disappears; rajjvam — within a rope; aheh — of a snake; bhoga — of the body; bhava-

abhavau — the apparent appearance and disappearance; yatha — just as.

Translation
A person who mistakes a rope for a snake becomes fearful, but he then gives
up his fear upon realizing that the so-called snake does not exist. Similarly, for
those who fail to recognize You as the Supreme Soul of all souls, the expansive
illusory material existence arises, but knowledge of You at once causes it to

subside.

Purport
Those submerged in illusion see material existence as infinite, just as one who is
submerged in water sees only water all around him. For example, material scientists
and philosophers, submerged deep within the ocean of material illusion, imagine
that material nature extends infinitely in all directions. In fact, the material creation
is a finite ocean of ignorance in which foolish living entities, such as material

scientists, are unceremoniously dunked by the order of the Supreme Personality of

Godhead.

To be trapped in a world in which all things are born and die is certainly a fearful
experience. Anyone trapped in a dark place naturally becomes fearful. Since material
life is always covered by the darkness of ignorance, every conditioned soul is fearful.
The material nature is not ultimate reality, and thus analysis of matter can never

provide answers to ultimate questions. This dark, snakelike existence called material
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life immediately disappears as soon as one opens his eyes to the bright light of Krsna

consciousness.
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gjfiana-samjfiau bhava-bandha-moksau
dvau nama nanyau sta rta-jia-bhavat
ajasra-city atmani kevale pare

vicaryamane taranav ivahani

Synonyms
ajfidna — manifesting from ignorance; samjfiau — which designations; bhava-bandha
— bondage to material existence; moksau — and liberation; dvau — the two; nama
— indeed; na — not; anyau — separate; stah — are; rta — true; jiia-bhavat — from
knowledge; ajasra-citi — whose awareness is unimpeded; atmani — the spirit soul;
kevale — who is separate from matter; pare — who is pure; vicaryamane — when he
is properly distinguished; taranau — within the sun; iva — just as; ahani — day and

night.

Translation
The conception of material bondage and the conception of liberation are both
manifestations of ignorance. Being outside the scope of true knowledge, they
cease to exist when one correctly understands that the pure spirit soul is
distinct from matter and always fully conscious. At that time bondage and
liberation no longer have any significance, just as day and night have no

significance from the perspective of the sun.

Purport
Material bondage is illusion because the living entity actually has no real
relationship with the material world. Because of false ego, the conditioned soul

identifies himself with matter. Therefore so-called liberation is simply the giving up
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of an illusion rather than release from actual bondage. Yet even if we think that the
suffering of material illusion is real and that liberation is thus a meaningful release
from suffering, the mere absence of material existence is still insignificant compared
to the achievement of factual spiritual life, which is the positive eternal reality
opposed to the negative illusion of material life. Ultimately, Krsna consciousness, or
pure love of Godhead, is the only significant, meaningful and permanent status for

every living entity.

Since the darkness of night is caused by the absence of the sun, one would not
experience night within the sun itself, nor would one experience individual days
separated by nights. Similarly, within the pure living entity there is no material
darkness and thus no experience of liberation from such darkness. When the
conditioned soul comes to this platform of pure consciousness, he becomes fit to
associate with the supreme pure, the Personality of Godhead Himself, in the Lord’s

own abode.
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tvam atmanam param matva

param atmanam eva ca
atmd punar bahir mrgya
aho ’jia-janatajiata
Synonyms
tvam — You; atmanam — the real self; param — something else; matva — thinking;
param — something else; atmanam — Yourself; eva — indeed; ca — also; atma — the
Supreme Self; punah — again; bahih — outside; mrgyah — must be searched out; aho

— oh; gjfia — ignorant; janatda — of persons; gjfiatda — the ignorance.

Translation
Just see the foolishness of those ignorant persons who consider You to be
some separated manifestation of illusion and who consider the self, which is

actually You, to be something else, the material body. Such fools conclude that
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the supreme soul is to be searched for somewhere outside Your supreme

personality.

Purport
Lord Brahma is amazed at the gross ignorance of conditioned souls who consider
Lord Krsna’s supreme spiritual body to be material. Ignorant of the spiritual form of
the Lord, such persons also consider their own material bodies to be the self, and
therefore they conclude that spiritual reality is to be found somewhere beyond the
supreme personality of Lord Krsna. Sometimes such fools consider Lord Krsna to be
one of many individual souls who together constitute a single impersonal spiritual
entity. Unfortunately, such speculators are not inclined to hear from the Lord
Himself or from the Lord’s authorized representatives, such as Lord Brahma. Because
they whimsically speculate on the nature of the Supreme, their ultimate result is
confusion and ignorance, which they euphemistically describe as “the mystery of

life.”
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antar-bhave ’nanta bhavantam eva

hy atat tyajanto mrgayanti santah
asantam apy anty ahim antarena

santam gunam tam kim u yanti santah

Synonyms
antah-bhave — within the body; ananta — O unlimited Lord; bhavantam — Yourself;
eva — indeed; hi — certainly; atat — everything separate from You; tyajantah —
rejecting; mrgayanti — search out; santah — the saintly devotees; asantam — unreal,;
api — even; anti — present nearby; ahim — (the illusion of) a snake; antarena —
without (negating); santam — real; gunam — the rope; tam — that; kim u — whether;

yanti — appreciate; santah — persons who are spiritually situated.
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Translation

O unlimited Lord, the saintly devotees seek You out within their own bodies
by rejecting everything separate from You. Indeed, how can discriminating
persons appreciate the real nature of a rope lying before them until they refute

the illusion that it is a snake?

Purport
One may argue that a person should cultivate self-realization and at the same time
pursue sense gratification for the material body. This proposition is herein refuted by
the example of misidentifying a rope as a snake. One who mistakes a rope for a
snake becomes fearful and thinks of the so-called snake. But upon discovering that
the so-called snake is actually a rope, he experiences a different emotion — relief —
and can then ignore the rope. Similarly, because we misunderstand the material
body to be the self, we are experiencing many emotions in relation to the body.
Upon discovering, however, that the body is simply a bag of material chemicals, we
carefully note how this illusion was created and then lose interest in the body.
Discovering that we are actually an eternal soul within the body, we naturally focus

our attention on that real self.

Those who are saintly and wise always cultivate Krsna consciousness, spiritual
knowledge, having transcended the foolish misidentification of the body as the self.
Such Krsna conscious persons go on to realize the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
who dwells within the material body as the Supersoul — the witness and guide of
every living entity. Realization of the Supersoul and the individual soul is so
pleasing and satisfying that a self-realized person automatically gives up everything

irrelevant to his spiritual advancement.
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janati tattvam bhagavan-mahimno

na canya eko ’pi ciram vicinvan

Synonyms

atha — therefore; api — indeed; te — Your; deva — my Lord; pada-ambuja-dvaya —

of the two lotus feet; prasada — of the mercy; leSsa — by only a trace; anugrhitah —
favored; eva — certainly; hi — indeed; janati — one knows; tattvam — the truth;
bhagavat — of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; mahimnah — of the greatness;
na — never; ca — and; anyah — another; ekah — one; api — although; ciram — for a

long period; vicinvan — speculating.

Translation
My Lord, if one is favored by even a slight trace of the mercy of Your lotus
feet, he can understand the greatness of Your personality. But those who
speculate to understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead are unable to

know You, even though they continue to study the Vedas for many years.

Purport

This translation is quoted from Srila Prabhupada’s Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila,

Chapter Six, text 84.

Lord Krsna is very eager to bestow His mercy upon the conditioned living beings,
who are uselessly struggling with the Lord’s illusory energy, Maya. The conditioned
soul struggles for happiness through sense gratification and for knowledge through
mental speculation. Both processes ultimately bring him to a morose and hopeless
condition. If the conditioned soul surrenders to the lotus feet of Lord Krsna and thus
acquires even a trace of His causeless mercy, the whole situation is changed, and the

living entity can begin his real life of bliss and knowledge in Krsna consciousness.
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tad astu me natha sa bhiiri-bhago
bhave ’tra vanyatra tu va tirascam
yenaham eko ’pi bhavaj-jananam

bhiitva niseve tava pada-pallavam

Synonyms
tat — therefore; astu — may it be; me — my; natha — O master; sah — that; bhiri-
bhagah — greatest good fortune; bhave — in the birth; atra — this; va — or; anyatra
— in some other birth; tu — indeed; va — or; tirascam — among the animals; yena
— by which; aham — I; ekah — one; api — even; bhavat — or Your; jananam —
devotees; bhiitva — becoming; niseve — I may fully engage in serving; tava — Your;

pada-pallavam — lotus feet.

Translation
My dear Lord, I therefore pray to be so fortunate that in this life as Lord
Brahma or in another life, wherever I take my birth, I may be counted as one
of Your devotees. I pray that wherever I may be, even among the animal

species, I can engage in devotional service to Your lotus feet.
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aho ’ti-dhanya vraja-go-ramanyah

stanyamrtam pitam ativa te muda
yasam vibho vatsataratmajatmana

yat-trptaye ’dyapi na calam adhvarah

Synonyms
aho — oh; ati-dhanyah — most fortunate; yraja — of Vrndavana; go — the cows;
ramanyah — and the gopis; stanya — the breast milk; amrtam — which is like nectar;
pitam — has been drunk; ativa — fully; te — by You; muda — with satisfaction;

asam — of whom; vibho — O almighty Lord; vatsatara-atmaja-atmand — in the form

of the calves and the sons of the cowherd women; yat — whose; trptaye — for the
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satisfaction; adya api — even until now; na — not; ca — and; alam — sufficient;

adhvarah — the Vedic sacrifices.

Translation
O almighty Lord, how greatly fortunate are the cows and ladies of Vrndavana,
the nectar of whose breast milk You have happily drunk to Your full
satisfaction, taking the form of their calves and children! All the Vedic
sacrifices performed from time immemorial up to the present day have not

given You as much satisfaction.

SB 10.14.32
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aho bhagyam aho bhagyam

nanda-gopa-vrajaukasam
yan-mitram paramanandam

purnam brahma sanatanam

Synonyms
aho — what great; bhagyam — fortune; aho — what great; bhagyam — fortune;
nanda — of Maharaja Nanda; gopa — of the other cowherd men; yraja-okasam — of
the inhabitants of Vrajabhiimi; yat — of whom; mitram — the friend; parama-
anandam — the supreme bliss; pdrnam — complete; brahma — the Absolute Truth;

sanatanam — eternal.

Translation
How greatly fortunate are Nanda Maharaja, the cowherd men and all the other
inhabitants of Vrajabhiimi! There is no limit to their good fortune, because the
Absolute Truth, the source of transcendental bliss, the eternal Supreme

Brahman, has become their friend.

Purport

This translation is quoted from Srila Prabhupada’s Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila,

Chapter Six, text 149.
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SB 10.14.33
QST J WRH AR dTaaRl-
TPIeed & a7 9 JREF: |

TG h YR, [Ue:
Sl SgEgESHETarad I Il 33 1

esam tu bhagya-mahimacyuta tavad astam

ekadasaiva hi vayam bata bhiiri-bhagah
etad-dhrsika-casakair asakrt pibamah

Sarvadayo ’righry-udaja-madhv-amrtasavam te

Synonyms
esam — of these (residents of Vrndavana); tu — however; bhagya — of the good
fortune; mahima — the greatness; acyuta — O infallible Supreme Lord; tavat — so
much; astam — let it be; ekadasa — the eleven; eva hi — indeed; vayam — we; bata
— oh; bhiiri-bhagah — are most fortunate; etat — of these devotees; hrsika — by the
senses; casakaih — (which are like) drinking cups; asakrt — repeatedly; pibamah —
we are drinking; Sarva-adayah — Lord Siva and the other chief demigods; arghri-

udaja — of the lotus feet; madhu — the honey; amrta-asavam — which is a

nectarean, intoxicating beverage; te — of You.

Translation

Yet even though the extent of the good fortune of these residents of Vrndavana
is inconceivable, we eleven presiding deities of the various senses, headed by
Lord Siva, are also most fortunate, because the senses of these devotees of
Vrndavana are the cups through which we repeatedly drink the nectarean,

intoxicating beverage of the honey of Your lotus feet.

SB 10.14.34
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tad bhiiri-bhagyam iha janma kim apy atavyam

yad gokule ’pi katamarighri-rajo-’bhisekam
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yaj-jivitam tu nikhilam bhagavan mukundas

tv adyapi yat-pada-rajah sruti-mrgyam eva

Synonyms

tat — that; bhuri-bhagyam — the greatest good fortune; tha — here; janma — the

birth; kim api — any whatsoever; atavyam — in the forest (of Vrndavana); yat —
which; gokule — in Gokula; api — even; katama — of any (of the devotees); arighri —
of the feet; rajah — by the dust; abhisekam — bathing; yat — whose; jivitam — life;
tu — indeed; nikhilam — whole; bhagavan — the Supreme Personality of Godhead;
mukundah — Lord Mukunda; tu — but; adya api — even until now; yat — whose;
pada-rajah — dust of the feet; sruti — by the Vedas; mrgyam — sought after; eva —

certainly.

Translation
My greatest possible good fortune would be to take any birth whatever in this
forest of Gokula and have my head bathed by the dust falling from the lotus
feet of any of its residents. Their entire life and soul is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Mukunda, the dust of whose lotus feet is still being searched for

in the Vedic mantras.

Purport
This verse indicates that Lord Brahma desires to take birth even as the smallest blade
of grass in Vrndavana so that the holy residents of the Lord’s abode may walk upon
his head and bless him with the dust of their feet. Being realistic, Lord Brahma does
not aspire to directly achieve the dust of Lord Krsna’s feet; rather, he aspires for the
mercy of the Lord’s devotees. Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura explains that
Brahma is willing to take birth even as a stone in a paved footpath in the Lord’s
abode. Since Brahma is the creator of the entire universe, we can just imagine the

glorious position of the residents of Vrndavana.

The Lord’s devotees achieve their exalted position by unalloyed devotion and love.
One cannot achieve such spiritual opulence by any puffed-up material process of
personal improvement. In Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Srila

Prabhupada reveals the mind of Brahma as follows: “But if I am not so fortunate to
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take birth within the forest of Vrndavana, I beg to be allowed to take birth outside
the immediate area of Vrndavana so that when the devotees go out they will walk
over me. Even that would be a great fortune for me. I am just aspiring for a birth in

which I will be smeared by the dust of the devotees’ feet.”

SB 10.14.35
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esam ghosa-nivasinam uta bhavan kim deva rateti nas

ceto visva-phalat phalam tvad-aparam kutrapy ayan muhyati
sad-vesad iva piitanapi sa-kula tvam eva devapita
yad-dhamartha-suhrt-priyatma-tanaya-prandasayas tvat-krte
Synonyms

esam — to these; ghosa-nivasinam — residents of the cowherd community; uta —

indeed; bhavan — Your Lordship; kim — what; deva — O Supreme Personality of
Godhead; rata — will give; iti — thinking thus; nah — our; cetah — mind; visva-
phalat — than the supreme source of all benedictions; phalam — a reward; tvat —
than You; aparam — other; kutra api — anywhere; ayat — considering; muhyati —
becomes bewildered; sat-vesat — by disguising herself as a devotee; iva — indeed;
putand — the demoness Piitana; api — even; sa-kuld — along with her family
members, Bakasura and Aghasura; tvam — You; eva — certainly; deva — O Lord;
apitd — was made to attain; yat — whose; dhama — homes; artha — wealth; suhrt —
friends; priva — dear relatives; atma — bodies; tanaya — children; prana — life air;

-7

asayah — and minds; tvat-krte — dedicated to You.

Translation
My mind becomes bewildered just trying to think of what reward other than
You could be found anywhere. You are the embodiment of all benedictions,
which You bestow upon these residents of the cowherd community of
Vrndavana. You have already arranged to give Yourself to Piitana and her

family members in exchange for her disguising herself as a devotee. So what is
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left for You to give these devotees of Vrndavana, whose homes, wealth,
friends, dear relations, bodies, children and very lives and hearts are all

dedicated only to You?

SB 10.14.36

dTag YATEY: FARTE RIS T |
AT BISSTOFTS! ATad 80T 7 o SFT: 1 3§ |l

tavad ragadayah stenas

tavat kara-grham grham
tavan moho ’righri-nigado

yavat krsna na te janah

Synonyms
tavat — for that long; raga-adayah — material attachment and so on; stendh —
thieves; tavat — for that long; kara-grham — a prison; grham — one’s home; tavat —
for that long; mohah — the bewilderment of family affection; arighri — upon their
feet; nigadah — shackles; yavat — as long as; krsna — O Lord Krsna; na — do not

become; te — Your (devotees); janah — any persons.

Translation

My dear Lord Krsna, until people become Your devotees, their material
attachments and desires remain thieves, their homes remain prisons, and their

affectionate feelings for their family members remain foot-shackles.

Purport
Apparently, the residents of Vrndavana, the abode of Lord Krsna, are simple
householders engaged in ordinary affairs such as herding cows, cooking, rearing
children and performing religious ceremonies. However, all these activities are
intensely engaged in the loving service of Lord Krsna. The residents of Vrndavana
perform all activities in pure Krsna consciousness and thus exist on the most exalted
platform of liberated life. Otherwise, the same activities performed without Krsna

consciousness constitute ordinary bondage to the material world.

Thus, one should not misunderstand the exalted position of the residents of

Vrndavana, nor should one consider oneself highly religious simply because one
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performs ordinary domestic affairs very enthusiastically, but without Krsna
consciousness. By focusing our passionate attachment on our family and society, we
are completely deviated from the progressive path of Krsna consciousness.
Conversely, if we engage our family in the loving service of the Lord, our endeavors

to maintain our family become part and parcel of our progressive spiritual duties.

In conclusion, by studying the extraordinary status of the residents of Vrndavana, we
can see that the essential quality of their lives is pure Krsna consciousness — the
rendering of loving service to the Lord without a trace of material desire or mental
speculation. Such loving service to the original Personality of Godhead immediately

creates the atmosphere of Sri Vrndavana-dhama, the kingdom of God.

SB 10.14.37
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prapanicam nisprapanco ‘pi

vidambayasi bhii-tale
prapanna-janatananda-

sandoham prathitum prabho

Synonyms
prapaficam — that which is material; nisprapaficah — completely transcendental to
material existence; api — although; vidambayasi — You imitate; bhii-tale — on the
surface of the earth; prapanna — who are surrendered; janata — of people; ananda-
sandoham — the great variety of different kinds of ecstasies; prathitum — in order to

spread; prabho — O master.

Translation

My dear master, although You have nothing to do with material existence, You
come to this earth and imitate material life just to expand the varieties of

ecstatic enjoyment for Your surrendered devotees.

Purport

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura points out that just as a lamp does not seem to

shine as brightly in sunlight as it does in the shade, or as a diamond does not seem
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as brilliant on a silver platter as it does on a plate of blue glass, the Lord’s pastimes
as Govinda do not seem as amazing in the transcendental abode of Vaikuntha as
they do within the material realm of Maya. Lord Krsna comes to the earth and acts
toward His pure devotees exactly like a devoted son, boyfriend, husband, father,
friend and so on, and within the darkness of material existence these brilliant,

liberated pastimes give unlimited ecstasy to the surrendered devotees of the Lord.

In his Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Srila Prabhupada quotes Lord
Brahma as follows: “I can also understand that Your appearance as a small cowherd
boy, a child of the cowherd men, is not at all a material activity. You are so much
obliged by their affection that You are here to enthuse them with more loving

service by Your transcendental presence.”

SB 10.14.38
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jananta eva janantu

kim bahiiktyd na me prabho
manaso vapuso vaco

vaibhavam tava go-carah

Synonyms
janantah — persons who think they are aware of Your unlimited potency; eva —
certainly; janantu — let them think like that; kim — what is the use; bahu-uktya —
with many words; na — not; me — my; prabho — O Lord; manasah — of the mind;
vapusah — of the body; vacah — of the words; vaibhavam — opulences; tava — Your;

go-carah — within the range.

Translation
There are people who say, “I know everything about Krsna.” Let them think
that way. As far as I am concerned, I do not wish to speak very much about
this matter. O my Lord, let me say this much: As far as Your opulences are

concerned, they are all beyond the reach of my mind, body and words.

Purport
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This translation is quoted from Srila Prabhupada’s Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila,

Chapter Twenty-one, text 27.

SB 10.14.39
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anujanihi mam krsna
sarvam tvam vetsi sarva-drk
tvam eva jagatam natho

jagad etat tavarpitam

Synonyms
anujanihi — please give leave; mam — to me; krsna — O Lord Krsna; sarvam —
everything; tvam — You; vetsi — know; sarva-drk — all-seeing; tvam — You,; eva —
alone; jagatam — of all the universes; nathah — the master; jagat — universe; etat —

this; tava — to You; arpitam — is offered.

Translation

My dear Krsna, I now humbly request permission to leave. Actually, You are
the knower and seer of all things. Indeed, You are the Lord of all the

universes, and yet I offer this one universe unto You.

Purport
In his Krsna, the Supreme Persondlity of Godhead, Srila Prabhupada has quoted Lord
Brahma as follows: “My dear Lord, although You are the Supreme Lord of all
creation, I sometimes falsely think that I am the master of this universe. I may be
master of this universe, but there are innumerable universes, and there are also
innumerable Brahmas who preside over these universes. But actually You are the
master of them all. As the Supersoul in everyone’s heart, You know everything.
Please, therefore, accept me as Your surrendered servant. I hope that You will excuse
me for disturbing You in Your pastimes with Your friends and calves. Now if You
will kindly allow me, I will immediately leave so You can enjoy Your friends and

calves without my presence.”
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The words sarvam tvam vetsi sarva-drk are very significant here. Lord Krsna knows
everything and sees everything, and therefore Lord Brahma did not need to remain
in Vrndavana to maintain his personal loving contact with the Lord. In fact, as the
creator of the universe, Lord Brahma was somewhat out of place in the simple,
blissful atmosphere of Vrndavana, where Lord Krsna was exhibiting His supreme

opulences in herding cows, enjoying picnics, playing games, and so on.

Upon seeing the intense love the residents of Vrndavana had for Lord Krsna, Brahma
felt unqualified to remain there. He was not eager to give up the Lord’s association,
but he felt it better to return to his personal devotional service in Brahmaloka.
Somewhat embarrassed and unhappy over his foolish attempt at bewildering the
Lord, Brahma preferred to resume his transcendental loving service rather than try

to enjoy the Lord’s presence.

SB 10.14.40
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sri-krsna vrsni-kula-puskara-josa-dayin
ksma-nirjara-dvija-pasiidadhi-vrddhi-karin
uddharma-sarvara-hara ksiti-raksasa-dhrug

a-kalpam arkam arhan bhagavan namas te

Synonyms
sri-krsna — O Lord Krsna; yrsni-kula — of the Yadu dynasty; puskara — to the lotus;
josa — pleasure; dayin — O You who bestow; ksma — of the earth; nirjara — the
demigods; dvija — the brahmanas; pasu — and of the animals; udadhi — of the great
oceans; vrddhi — the increase; karin — O You who cause; uddharma — of atheistic
principles; sarvara — of the darkness; hara — O dispeller; ksiti — upon the earth,;
raksasa — of the demons; dhruk — the opponent; a-kalpam — until the end of the
universe; d-arkam — as long as the sun shines; arhan — O supremely worshipable
Deity; bhagavan — O Supreme Personality of Godhead; namah — I offer my

respectful obeisances; te — unto You.
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Translation
My dear Sri Krsna, You bestow happiness upon the lotuslike Vrsni dynasty and
expand the great oceans consisting of the earth, the demigods, the brahmanas
and the cows. You dispel the dense darkness of irreligion and oppose the
demons who have appeared on this earth. O Supreme Personality of Godhead,
as long as this universe exists and as long as the sun shines, I will offer my

obeisances unto You.

Purport
According to Srila Sanatana Gosvami, Lord Brahma is here engaged in the ecstasy of
nama-sarkirtana, glorifying various holy names of Lord Krsna that indicate His
variegated pastimes. Lord Krsna expertly suppressed the demoniac population of the
earth, which became unbearable with the advent of demoniac politicians like Kamsa,
Jarasandha and Sisupala. Similarly, in modern society there are many so-called God-
fearing people who are actually attracted to demoniac existence. Such persons
become enlivened with the setting of the sun and go out in the darkness to enjoy life
in restaurants, nightclubs, discotheques, hotels and so on, which are all simply
meant for illicit sex, intoxication, gambling and meat-eating. Then there are those
who openly defy God and His laws, declaring themselves atheists and demons. Both
the covert and the overt enemies of the Lord constitute an unholy burden for the

earth, and Lord Krsna descends to expertly remove this burden.

Here Lord Brahma indirectly states that Lord Krsna should remove Brahma’s own
subtle atheism, which had led him to try to exert illusory power over Lord Krsna.
According to Srila Vi$§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura, Lord Brahma, in his shame, felt
himself to be like a brahma-raksasa from Satyaloka who had come to the earth to
disturb Lord Krsna and His intimate friends and calves. Brahma is lamenting that
although Lord Krsna is most exalted, the Lord of all lords, because He had appeared
before Brahma in such a simple and innocent feature — decorated with a stick, a
conchshell, ornaments, red clay, a peacock feather and so on, and sporting with His
cowherd boyfriends — Brahma dared to challenge Him. Concerning Brahma’s
prayers, of which this verse is the conclusion, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura

states, “May these prayers of Brahma, which take away all doubts and broadcast all
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the definitive conclusions of devotional service, become the expert craftsmanship of

the foundation of my consciousness.”

SB 10.14.41
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Sri-Ssuka uvaca
ity abhistitya bhitimanam
trih parikramya padayoh
natvabhistam jagad-dhata
sva-dhama pratyapadyata

Synonyms
sri-Sukah uvaca — Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said; iti — thus; abhistitya — offering praise;
bhiimanam — to the unlimited Supreme Lord; trih — three times; parikramya —
circumambulating; padayoh — at His feet; natva — bowing down; abhistam —
desired; jagat — of the universe; dhata — the creator; sva-dhama — to his personal

abode; pratyapadyata — returned.

Translation
Sukadeva Gosvami said: Having thus offered his prayers, Brahma
circumambulated his worshipable Lord, the unlimited Personality of Godhead,
three times and then bowed down at His lotus feet. The appointed creator of

the universe then returned to his own residence.

Purport
Although Lord Brahma had prayed to take birth as a blade of grass in Vrndavana or
even in the area surrounding Vrndavana, Lord Krsna, by His silent response to
Brahma’s prayers, indicated that Brahma should return to his own abode. First
Brahma had to complete his personal devotional service of universal creation; then
he could come to Vrndavana and get the mercy of the inhabitants there. In other
words, a devotee should always be attentive to executing his personal devotional

service properly. This is more important than trying to live in the Lord’s abode.
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SB 10.14.42
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tato ’nujiapya bhagavan
sva-bhuvam prag avasthitan
vatsan pulinam aninye

yatha-pirva-sakham svakam

Synonyms
tatah — then; anujfidpya — giving permission; bhagavan — the Supreme Lord; sva-
bhuvam — to His own son (Brahma); prak — from before; avasthitan — situated;
vatsan — the calves; pulinam — to the shore of the river; aninye — He brought;
yatha-piirva — just as before; sakham — where the friends were present; svakam —

His own.

Translation
After granting His son Brahma permission to leave, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead took the calves, who were still where they had been a year earlier,
and brought them to the riverbank, where He had been taking His meal and

where His cowherd boyfriends remained just as before.

Purport
The word sva-bhuvam, “to His own son,” indicates that Lord Krsna forgave the
offense Brahma had committed and treated him with affection, as His son. It is
stated in this verse that the original cowherd boyfriends and calves were situated
just as before: near the bank of the Yamuna River and in the forest, respectively.
Previously the calves had disappeared within the forest and Lord Krsna had gone to
search for them. Not finding them, the Lord had returned to the riverbank to discuss
the situation with His cowherd boyfriends, but they had also disappeared. Now the
cows were once again in the forest and the boyfriends once again on the bank of the
river, ready to take their lunch. According to Srila Sanatana Gosvami, the calves and
boys remained in the forest and on the riverbank, respectively, for one full year.
Lord Brahma did not actually take them away to another place. By the Lord’s

omnipotent illusory energy, the gopis and other residents of Vrndavana did not
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notice the calves and boys, nor did the calves and boys notice the passing of a year’s
time or feel any hunger, cold or thirst. All this was part of the pastime arranged by
the Lord’s illusory potency. Lord Brahma thought, “I have kept all the boys and
calves of Gokula sleeping on the bed of my mystic potency, and to this very day they
have not risen. A similar number of boys and calves have been playing with Krsna
for one whole year, yet they are different from the ones illusioned by my mystic

potency. Who are they? Where did they come from?”

Nothing is invisible to the Supreme Lord. Thus Lord Krsna appeared to be searching
for the calves and boys only to enact the dramatic pastime of bewildering Lord
Brahma. After Brahma surrendered and offered prayers, Lord Krsna returned to the
original boys and calves, who appeared exactly as before, although their size had

somewhat increased because of one year’s growth.

According to Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura, since Lord Krsna was playing
exactly like an innocent young cowherd boy in Vrndavana, after four-headed
Brahma offered his prayers the Lord maintained His role as a young cowherd boy
and thus remained silent before Brahma. Krsna’s silence indicates the following
thoughts: “Where did this four-headed Brahma come from? What is he doing? What
are these words he keeps on speaking? I am busy looking for My calves. I am just a
cowherd boy and do not understand all this.” Lord Brahma had considered Lord
Krsna an ordinary cowherd boy and had treated Him as such. After accepting
Brahma’s prayers, Krsna continued to play as a cowherd boy and thus did not
answer the four-headed Brahma. Rather, Krsna was more interested in rejoining His

cowherd boyfriends for the picnic lunch on the bank of the Yamuna River.

SB 10.14.43
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ekasminn api yate ’bde
pranesam cantaratmanah
krsna-mayahata rajan

ksanardham menire ’rbhakah
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Synonyms
ekasmin — one; api — although; yate — having passed; abde — year; prana-iSam —
the Lord of their lives; ca — and; antara — without; atmanah — of themselves; krsna
— of Lord Krsna; maya — by the illusory potency; ahatah — covered; rajan — O

King; ksana-ardham — half a moment; menire — they thought; arbhakah — the boys.

Translation
O King, although the boys had passed an entire year apart from the Lord of
their very lives, they had been covered by Lord Krsna’s illusory potency and

thus considered that year merely half a moment.

SB 10.14.44
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kim kim na vismarantiha
maya-mohita-cetasah
yan-mohitam jagat sarvam

abhiksnam vismrtatmakam

Synonyms
kim kim — what indeed; na vismaranti — persons do not forget; iha — in this world;
maya-mohita — bewildered by illusion; cetasah — whose minds; yat — by which;
mohitam — bewildered; jagat — the world; sarvam — entire; abhiksnam —

constantly; vismrta-atmakam — making one forget even one’s own self.

Translation
What indeed is not forgotten by those whose minds are bewildered by the
Lord’s illusory potency? By that power of Maya, this entire universe remains in
perpetual bewilderment, and in this atmosphere of forgetfulness no one can

understand his own identity.

Purport

It is clearly stated here that the entire universe is bewildered. Thus even great

demigods like Indra and Brahma are not exempt from the principle of forgetfulness.
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Since Lord Krsna exercised His internal illusory potency over His cowherd
boyfriends and calves, it is not at all astonishing that for one year they could not
remember their position. Indeed, by the Lord’s external illusory potency the
conditioned souls forget their existence not only for one year but for many billions
and billions of years as they transmigrate throughout the kingdom of ignorance

called the material world.

SB 10.14.45
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ticus ca suhrdah krsnam
sv-agatam te ’ti-ramhasa
naiko ’py abhoji kavala
ehitah sadhu bhujyatam

Synonyms
tcuh — they spoke; ca — and; suhrdah — the friends; krsnam — to Lord Krsna; su-
agatam — have come all the way back; te — You; ati-ramhasa — very quickly; na —
not; ekah — one; api — even; abhoji — has been eaten; kavalah — morsel; ehi —

please come; itah — here; sadhu — properly; bhujyatam — take Your meal.

Translation

The cowherd boyfriends said to Lord Krsna: You have returned so quickly! We
have not eaten even one morsel in Your absence. Please come here and take

Your meal without distraction.

Purport
The words sv-agatam te ’ti-ramhasa indicate that the cowherd boys were
congratulating Lord Krsna for having brought the calves back so quickly from the
forest. Now Lord Krsna’s beloved friends urged Him to sit down properly and eat to
His full satisfaction. According to Srila Prabhupada’s Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, the cowherd boyfriends felt quite jubilant and were eager to eat with

their dear friend, Krsna.
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SB 10.14.46
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tato hasan hrsikeso

‘bhyavahrtya saharbhakaih
darsayams carmdjagaram

nyavartata vanad vrajam

Synonyms
tatah — then; hasan — smiling; hrsikesah — Lord Krsna, the master of everyone’s
senses; abhyavahrtya — taking lunch; saha — along with; arbhakaih — the cowherd
boys; darsayan — showing; carma — the skin; djagaram — of the python Aghasura;

nyavartata — He returned; vanat — from the forest; vrajam — to the village of Vraja.

Translation

Then Lord Hrsikes$a, smiling, finished His lunch in the company of His
cowherd friends. While they were returning from the forest to their homes in
Vraja, Lord Krsna showed the cowherd boys the skin of the dead serpent

Aghasura.

SB 10.14.47
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barha-prasiina-vana-dhatu-vicitritarngah
proddama-venu-dala-srriga-ravotsavadhyah
vatsan grnann anuga-gita-pavitra-kirtir

gopi-drg-utsava-drsih pravivesa gostham

Synonyms
barha — with peacock feathers; prasiina — flowers; yana-dhatu — and forest
minerals; vicitrita — decorated; arigah — His transcendental body; proddama —

great; venu-dala — a flute made from the branch of a bamboo tree; srriga — of the

buffalo horn; rava — by the resounding; utsava — with a festival; adhyah —
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resplendent; vatsan — the calves; grnan — calling; anuga — by His companions; gita
— sung; pavitra — purifying; kirtih — His glories; gopi — of the cowherd women; drk
— for the eyes; utsava — a festival; drsih — the vision of Him; pravivesa — He

entered; gostham — the cow pasture.

Translation

Lord Krsna’s transcendental body was decorated with peacock feathers and
flowers and painted with forest minerals, and His bamboo flute loudly and
festively resounded. As He called out to His calves by name, His cowherd
boyfriends purified the whole world by chanting His glories. Thus Lord Krsna
entered the cow pasture of His father, Nanda Maharaja, and the sight of His
beauty at once produced a great festival for the eyes of all the cowherd

women.

Purport
According to Srila Jiva Gosvami and Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, the gopis
mentioned here are the elder cowherd ladies such as mother Yasoda, who loved
Krsna with parental affection. Krsna’s cowherd boyfriends were so proud of Krsna’s

wonderful activities that while entering the village they all sang His glories.
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adyanena maha-vyalo

yasoda-nanda-stunund
hato vita vayam casmad
iti bala vraje jaguh
Synonyms
adya — today; anena — by Him; mahda-vyalah — a great serpent; yasoda — of
Yasoda; nanda — and Maharaja Nanda; siinund — by the son; hatah — has been
killed; avitah — have been saved; vayam — we; ca — and; asmat — from that

demon; iti — thus; balah — the boys; vraje — in Vrndavana; jaguh — sang.
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Translation
As the cowherd boys reached the village of Vraja, they sang, “Today Krsna
saved us by killing a great serpent!” Some of the boys described Krsna as the

son of Yasoda, and others as the son of Nanda Maharaja.

Purport

Actually, Lord Krsna had killed the demon Aghasura one year earlier, but the boys,
bewildered by the mystic potency of Brahma for one year, did not notice the time
passing and thus thought that on that very day Lord Krsna had killed the demon

Aghasura and was now returning home with them.

SB 10.14.49

EINNICIE)

SR WIS 80T S DT e e |
SYTYEEIhY Fagasary HeIdr, Il 8% i
sri-ra@jovaca
brahman parodbhave krsne
iyan prema katham bhavet
yo ’bhiita-piirvas tokesu

svodbhavesv api kathyatam
Synonyms
sri-raja uvaca — the King said; brahman — O brahmana, Sukadeva; para-udbhave —

for the offspring of another; krsne — Lord Krsna; iyan — so much; prema — love;

katham — how; bhavet — can be; yah — which; abhiita-pirvah — unprecedented;

tokesu — for the children; sva-udbhavesu — their own offspring; api — even;

kathyatam — please explain.

Translation

King Pariksit said: O brahmana, how could the cowherd women have
developed for Krsna, someone else’s son, such unprecedented pure love — love

they never felt even for their own children? Please explain this.

SB 10.14.50
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sri-Suka uvaca
sarvesam api bhiitanam
nrpa svatmaiva vallabhah
itare ’patya-vittadyas

tad-vallabhatayaiva hi

Synonyms
sri-Sukah uvaca — Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said; sarvesam — for all; api — indeed,;
bhiitanam — created living beings; nrpa — O King; sva-atma — one’s own self; eva —
certainly; vallabhah — dearmost; itare — others; apatya — children; vitta — wealth;
adyah — and so on; tat — of that self; vallabhataya — based on the dearness; eva hi

— indeed.

Translation

S$ri Sukadeva Gosvami said: O King, for every created being the dearmost thing
is certainly his own self. The dearness of everything else — children, wealth

and so on — is due only to the dearness of the self.

Purport
Sometimes modern thinkers become puzzled when they study the psychology of
moral behavior. Although every living entity is inclined toward self-preservation, as
stated here, sometimes a person voluntarily sacrifices his own apparent interest
through philanthropic or patriotic activities, such as giving his money for the benefit
of others or giving his life for the national interest. Such so-called selfless behavior
appears to contradict the principle of material self-centeredness and self-

preservation.

As explained in this verse, however, a living entity serves his society, nation, family
and so on only because these objects of affection represent the expanded concept of
false ego. A patriot sees himself as a great servitor of a great nation, and thus he
sacrifices his life to gratify his sense of egotism. Similarly, it is common knowledge

that a man feels great pleasure by thinking that he is sacrificing everything to please
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his dear wife and children. A man derives great egotistic pleasure by seeing himself
as a selfless well-wisher of his so-called family and community. Thus, to gratify his
proud sense of false ego, a man is prepared even to lay down his life. This
apparently contradictory behavior is yet another demonstration of the bewilderment
of material life, which has neither rhyme nor reason, being a manifestation of gross

ignorance of the nonmaterial soul.

SB 10.14.51
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tad rajendra yatha snehah

sva-svakatmani dehinam
na tatha mamatalambi-

putra-vitta-grhadisu
Synonyms
tat — therefore; raja-indra — O best of kings; yatha — as; snehah — the affection;

sva-svaka — of each individual; atmani — for the self; dehinam — of the embodied

beings; na — not; tatha — thus; mamata-alambi — for that which one identifies with

as his possessions; putra — sons; vitta — wealth; grha — homes; adisu — and so on.

Translation

For this reason, O best of kings, the embodied soul is self-centered: he is more
attached to his own body and self than to his so-called possessions like

children, wealth and home.

Purport
It is now common practice all over the world for a mother to kill her own child
within the womb if the birth of that child represents any inconvenience for her.
Similarly, grown children eagerly place their elderly parents in lonely institutions
rather than be inconvenienced by their presence at home. These and innumerable
other examples prove that people in general are more attached to their own body
and self, which represent “I-ness,” than to their family and other possessions, which

represent “my-ness.” Although conditioned souls are very proud of their so-called


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81di%E1%B9%A3u
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=g%E1%B9%9Bha
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vitta
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=putra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81lambi
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=mamat%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tath%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=na
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=dehin%C4%81m
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81tmani
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=svaka
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sva
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sneha%E1%B8%A5
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=yath%C4%81
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=indra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=r%C4%81ja
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=tat

SB - Tenth Canto - Chapter 14 Page 64 / 73

love for society, family and so forth, in reality every conditioned soul is acting on

the platform of gross or subtle selfishness.

SB 10.14.52
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dehatma-vadinam pumsam
api ra@janya-sattama
yatha dehah priyatamas

tathd na hy anu ye ca tam

Synonyms

deha-atma-vadinam — who ascribe to the view that the body is the self; pumsam —

for persons; api — indeed; rajanya-sat-tama — O best of kings; yatha — as; dehah —

the body; priya-tamah — most dear; tatha — thus; na — not; hi — certainly; anu —

relative; ye — which things; ca — and; tam — to that.

Translation

Indeed, for persons who think the body is the self, O best of kings, those things
whose importance lies only in their relationship to the body are never as dear

as the body itself.

SB 10.14.53
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deho ’pi mamata-bhak cet
tarhy asau natma-vat priyah
ydaj jiryaty api dehe ’smin
jivitasa baliyasi
Synonyms
dehah — the body; api — also; mamata — of possessiveness; bhak — the focus; cet —
if; tarhi — then; asau — that body; na — not; atma-vat — in the same way as the

soul; priyah — dear; yat — because; jiryati — when it is growing old; api — even;
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dehe — the body; asmin — this; jivita-asa — the desire to remain living; baliyasi —

very strong.

Translation

If a person comes to the stage of considering the body “mine” instead of “me,”
he will certainly not consider the body as dear as his own self. After all, even
as the body is growing old and useless, one’s desire to continue living remains

strong.

Purport
The word mamata-bhdk is very significant here. An ordinary, foolish person thinks, “I
am this body.” A more discriminating, intelligent person thinks, “This is my body.”
In the literature and folklore of ordinary people we find the common theme of an
old, decrepit person dreaming of obtaining a new, young body. Thus, even ordinary
persons pick up the notion of self-realization, instinctively understanding that it is

possible for the soul to exist in many different bodies.

As the body of an intelligent person becomes old and useless, he strongly desires to
live, even when he knows that his body cannot live much longer. This indicates he is
gradually becoming aware that his self is more important than his body. Thus simply
the desire for life can indirectly bring one to a preliminary understanding of self-
realization. And in this case as well, one’s basic attachment is to one’s own self and

not to that which supposedly belongs to oneself.

It may be pointed out that the entire discussion between King Pariksit and Sukadeva
Gosvami regarding the dearness of one’s own self is ultimately meant for broaching
the subject of why the cows and cowherd ladies of Vrndavana considered Krsna
more dear than their own selves and certainly more dear than their own offspring.

The discussion proceeds as follows.

SB 10.14.54
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tasmat priyatamah svatma

sarvesam api dehinam
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tad-artham eva sakalam

jagad etac caracaram

Synonyms
tasmat — therefore; priya-tamah — most dear; sva-atma — one’s own self; sarvesam
— for all; api — indeed; dehinam — embodied living beings; tat-artham — for the
sake of it; eva — certainly; sakalam — all; jagat — the created universe; etat — this;

cara-acaram — with its moving and nonmoving entities.

Translation
Therefore it is his own self that is most dear to every embodied living being,
and it is simply for the satisfaction of this self that the whole material creation

of moving and nonmoving entities exists.

Purport
The word cardcaram indicates moving living entities, such as animals, and
nonmoving living entities, such as trees. Or the word may also refer to moving
possessions, such as one’s family and pets, and nonmoving possessions, such as one’s

house and household paraphernalia.

SB 10.14.55
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krsnam enam avehi tvam

atmanam akhilatmanam
jagad-dhitaya so py atra
dehivabhati mayaya
Synonyms
krsnam — Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead; enam — this; avehi —

just try to understand; tvam — you; atmanam — the Soul; akhila-atmanam — of all

living entities; jagat-hitdya — for the benefit of the whole universe; sah — He; api —
certainly; atra — here; dehi — a human being; iva — like; abhati — appears; mayaya

— by His internal potency.
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Translation
You should know Krsna to be the original Soul of all living entities. For the
benefit of the whole universe, He has, out of His causeless mercy, appeared as
an ordinary human being. He has done this by the strength of His internal

potency.

Purport
In the Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, Chapter Twenty, text 162, Srila Prabhupada
comments on this verse as follows: “Pariksit Maharaja asked Sukadeva Gosvami why
Krsna was so beloved by the residents of Vrndavana, who loved Him even more than
their own offspring or life itself. At that time, Sukadeva Gosvami replied that
everyone’s atma, or soul, is very, very dear, especially to all living entities who have
accepted material bodies. However, that atma, the spirit soul, is part and parcel of
Krsna. For this reason, Krsna is very dear to every living entity. Everyone’s body is
very dear to oneself, and one wants to protect the body by all means because within
the body the soul is living. Due to the intimate relationship between the soul and the
body, the body is important and dear to everyone. Similarly, the soul, being part and
parcel of Krsna, the Supreme Lord, is very, very dear to all living entities.
Unfortunately, the soul forgets his constitutional position and thinks he is only the
body (dehatma-buddhi). Thus the soul is subjected to the rules and regulations of
material nature. When a living entity, by his intelligence, reawakens his attraction
for Krsna, he can understand that he is not the body but part and parcel of Krsna.
Thus filled with knowledge, he no longer labors under attachment to the body and
everything related to the body (janasya moho ’yam aham mameti). Material existence,
wherein one thinks, ‘I am the body, and this belongs to me,’ is also illusory. One

must redirect his attraction to Krsna. Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.7) states:

vasudeve bhagavati
bhakti-yogah prayojitah
janayaty asu vairagyam

jAanam ca yad ahaitukam

‘By rendering devotional service unto the Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna, one

immediately acquires causeless knowledge and detachment from the world.””


https://vedabase.io/en/library/sb/1/2/7/
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SB 10.14.56
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vastuto janatam atra

krsnam sthdsnu carisnu ca
bhagavad-riapam akhilam

nanyad vastv iha kificana

Synonyms
vastutah — in fact; janatam — for those who understand; atra — in this world;
krsnam — Lord Krsna; sthasnu — stationary; carisnu — moving; ca — and; bhagavat-
ritpam — the manifest forms of the Personality of Godhead; akhilam — everything;

na — nothing; anyat — else; vastu — substance; itha — here; kificana — at all.

Translation
Those in this world who understand Lord Krsna as He is see all things,
whether stationary or moving, as manifest forms of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Such enlightened persons recognize no reality apart from the

Supreme Lord Krsna.

Purport
Everything exists within Lord Krsna, and Lord Krsna exists within everything. Still,
the order of progression is always from the energetic to the expanded energy. Lord
Krsna is the original identity, from whom all other identities emanate. He is the
supreme energetic, from whom all categories and dimensions of energy become
manifest. Thus, our personal bodies, self, family, friends, nation, planet, universe
and so on are all manifestations of the Supreme Lord, who expands Himself through
His personal potencies. Lord Krsna is certainly the supreme object of our love and
attraction, and other objects, such as body, family and home, should be secondary
objects of our affection. Moreover, a close analytic study of the actual situation will
reveal that even the secondary objects of love are also manifestations of Lord Krsna.

The conclusion is that Lord Krsna is our only friend and object of love.
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In his Krsna, the Supreme Persondlity of Godhead, Srila Prabhupada comments on this
verse as follows: “Without being an expansion of Krsna, nothing can be attractive.
Whatever is attractive within the cosmic manifestation is due to Krsna. Krsna is
therefore the reservoir of all pleasure. The active principle of everything is Krsna,
and highly elevated transcendentalists see everything in connection with Him. In the
Caitanya-caritamrta it is stated that a maha-bhagavata, a highly advanced devotee,
sees Krsna as the active principle in all moving and nonmoving living entities.

Therefore he sees everything within this cosmic manifestation in relation to Krsna.”

SB 10.14.57
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sarvesam api vastunam
bhavartho bhavati sthitah
tasyapi bhagavan krsnah

kim atad vastu rapyatam

Synonyms
sarvesam — of all; api — indeed; vastiinam — entities; bhava-arthah — the original,
unmanifested causal phase of material nature; bhavati — is; sthitah — established;
tasya — of that unmanifest nature; api — even; bhagavan — the Supreme Personality
of Godhead; krsnah — Lord Krsna; kim — what; atat — separate from Him; vastu —

thing; riipyatam — may be ascertained.

Translation
The original, unmanifested form of material nature is the source of all material
things, and the source of even that subtle material nature is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna. What, then, could one ascertain to be separate

from Him?

SB 10.14.58
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samasrita ye pada-pallava-plavam
mahat-padam punya-yaso murareh
bhavambudhir vatsa-padam param padam

padam padam yad vipadam na tesam

Synonyms
samasritah — having taken shelter; ye — those who; pada — of the feet; pallava —
like flower buds; plavam — which are a boat; mahat — of the total material creation,
or of the great souls; padam — the shelter; punya — supremely pious; yasah —
whose fame; mura-areh — of the enemy of the demon Mura; bhava — of the material
existence; ambudhih — the ocean; vatsa-padam — the hoof-print of a calf; param
padam — the supreme abode, Vaikuntha; padam padam — at every step; yat —

where; vipadam — of material miseries; na — none; tesam — for them.

Translation

For those who have accepted the boat of the lotus feet of the Lord, who is the
shelter of the cosmic manifestation and is famous as Murari, the enemy of the
Mura demon, the ocean of the material world is like the water contained in a
calf’s hoof-print. Their goal is param padam, Vaikuntha, the place where there

are no material miseries, not the place where there is danger at every step.

Purport

This translation is taken from Srila Prabhupada’s commentary on the Bhagavad-gita

As It Is, Chapter Two, text 51.

According to Srila Sridhara Svami, this verse summarizes the knowledge presented

in this section of the Srimad-Bhagavatam. Lord Krsna’s lotus feet are described as

pallava, flower buds, because they are most tender and of a pinkish hue. According
to Srila Sanatana Gosvami, the word pallava also indicates that Lord Krsna’s lotus
feet are just like desire trees, which can fulfill all the desires of the Lord’s pure
devotees. Even exalted devotees like Sri Narada, who are themselves the great
shelter for the conditioned souls in this universe, personally take shelter of the lotus

feet of Lord Sri Krsna. Thus it is natural that when Lord Krsna manifested Himself as
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all the young boys and calves of Vrndavana, their parents were more attracted to
them than previously. Lord Krsna is the reservoir of all pleasure and, being all-

attractive, the ultimate object of everyone’s love.

SB 10.14.59
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etat te sarvam akhyatam
yat prsto ’ham iha tvaya
tat kaumare hari-krtam

paugande parikirtitam

Synonyms
etat — this; te — unto you; sarvam — all; akhyatam — described; yat — which;
prstah — requested; aham — [; iha — in this regard; tvaya — by you; tat — that;
kaumare — in His early childhood (up to the end of His fifth year); hari-krtam —
performed by Lord Hari; paugande — in later childhood (beginning with His sixth
year); parikirtitam — glorified.

Translation
Since you inquired from me, I have fully described to you those activities of
Lord Hari that were performed in His fifth year but not celebrated until His

sixth.

SB 10.14.60
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etat suhrdbhis caritam murarer

aghardanam sadvala-jemanam ca
vyaktetarad riipam ajorv-abhistavam

sSrmvan grnann eti naro ’khilarthan
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Synonyms
etat — these; suhrdbhih — along with the cowherd friends; caritam — pastimes;

murareh — of Lord Murari; agha-ardanam — the subduing of the demon Aghasura;

sadvala — on the grass in the forest; jemanam — the taking of lunch; ca — and;
vyakta-itarat — supramundane; riipam — the transcendental form of the Lord; aja —
by Lord Brahma; uru — elaborate; abhistavam — the offering of prayers; srnvan —
hearing; grnan — chanting; eti — attains; narah — any person; akhila-arthan — all

desirable things.

Translation
Any person who hears or chants these pastimes Lord Murari performed with
His cowherd friends — the killing of Aghasura, the taking of lunch on the
forest grass, the Lord’s manifestation of transcendental forms, and the
wonderful prayers offered by Lord Brahma — is sure to achieve all his spiritual

desires.

Purport

According to Srila Sanatana Gosvami, even one who is only inclined to hear and
chant the pastimes of Lord Krsna will achieve spiritual perfection. Many devotees
seriously engaged in propagating Krsna consciousness are often so busy that they
cannot chant and hear the pastimes of the Lord to their full satisfaction. However,
simply by their intense desire to always chant and hear about Lord Krsna, they will
achieve spiritual perfection. Of course, as far as possible one should actually vibrate

these transcendental pastimes of the Lord.

SB 10.14.61
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evam viharaih kaumaraih
kaumaram jahatur vraje
nilayanaih setu-bandhair

markatotplavanadibhih
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Synonyms
evam — thus; viharaih — with pastimes; kaumaraih — of boyhood; kaumaram — the
childhood age up to five years; jahatuh — they passed; vraje — in the land of
Vrndavana; nildyanaih — with sports of chasing about; setu-bandhaih — with the

building of bridges; markata-utplavana — with the jumping around of monkeys;

adibhih — and so on.

Translation

In this way the boys spent their childhood in the land of Vrndavana playing
hide-and-go-seek, building play bridges, jumping about like monkeys and

engaging in many other such games.

Purport
According to Srila Sanatana Gosvami, the word nildyanaih refers to games such as
hide-and-go-seek or cops and robbers. Sometimes the boys would jump around like
the monkeys in Lord Ramacandra’s army and then enact the building of the bridge
to Sri Lanka by constructing play bridges in lakes or ponds. Sometimes the boys
would imitate the pastime of churning the Ocean of Milk, and sometimes they would
play catch with balls. We can find full pleasure in the spiritual world, with the
simple condition that everything be performed in pure love of Godhead, Krsna

consciousness.

Thus end the purports of the humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada to the Tenth Canto, Fourteenth Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam,

entitled “Brahma’s Prayers to Lord Krsna.”
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